
Hello Families of Stony Brook 4th Graders!

With this year coming to an end, I’d like to look ahead as our students make their
way to their final year here at Stony Brook and what musical opportunities come
with it! We will be making a trip to the Performing Arts Center in the morning on
June 9th to watch and learn about the various instrument options we offer in fifth
grade.
For students who are interested in continuing on their string instruments (violin,
viola, cello) we will be continuing lessons and rehearsals in September. I do
recommend continuing rentals through the summer so that students are able to
practice (they will need reminders)! Here is a list of private lesson music teachers
in our area. I highly recommend private lessons to keep students motivated and
engaged. We will also be offering woodwind, brass, and percussion (band)
instrument instruction next year. If your future fifth grader is interested in playing
the flute, oboe, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, F horn, trombone, baritone, or
percussion instruments, this information will help you get signed up. Students are
allowed to play in both the string orchestra and the band, but this does require an
additional level of dedication and support of their classroom teacher(s).

If your child currently plays the violin, viola, or cello and has decided that they
will be “retiring” from string instruments, we are wrapping up our lesson schedule.
Please please make sure to arrange to stop your rental with the music company
(likely NEMC 908-232-6700). NEMC will stop your billing and will pick up
instruments at Stony Brook on or around the last day of school. Students can put
their instrument in my classroom and we will make sure it gets back to NEMC.
Please make sure there is a name tag or other identifier on the case.
School-owned instruments should also be returned prior to the end of the year.

If you have any questions about our school music program, please feel free to
reach out to me!

Thank you for your support!
Ms. Karenann Libby
karenannlibby@hvrsd.org
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