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Superintendent’s Message
RSU 34 adopts budget plan; Budget Meeting scheduled for 

7 p.m, Wednesday, May 26; Referendum Tuesday, June 8
By David Walker, Superintendent of Schools, Regional School Unit 34

David Walker

 Have you ever thought of being a 
substitute teacher in Alton, Brad-
ley, or Old Town?  
	 Here’s	a	list	of	some	of	the	benefits:
 • A second income that can cer-
tainly come in handy for the upcom-
ing heating season.
 •	 Flexibility:	You	get	to	pick	the	
age level of the students, and which 

days	you’d	like	to	work!
 • An excellent opportunity to 
gain experience in the teaching 
field—especially	if	you	are	consider-
ing teaching as a career.
 •	 You	will	quickly	become	im-
mersed in the school community 
and truly have an impact on the 
lives of children.

 • There is no better job reference 
than one that involves experience 
working	with	children.
 •	 RSU	#34	kids	are	amazing!!!
 • Applications are available at 
www.rsu34.org or at the Superin-
tendent’s	Office	located	at	Leonard	
Middle School.  Call 827-7171 for 
more information.

 Several years ago a group 
of educators and citizens 
decided to create an Educa-
tion Foundation to insure 
high quality education for 
all students in RSU 34. The 
purpose of this foundation 
has been to provide innova-
tive and creative opportuni-
ties for teaching and learning 
not possible through the 
regular school budget. The 
Education Foundation also 
looks for ways to attract 
private resources to benefit 
our students and their edu-
cational endeavors, including 
establishing a 501c3 status 
to accept tax deductible do-
nations. 

  We are looking to reach 
all OTHS Alumni to help in 
the following areas to sup-
port the Education Founda-
tion:

 • To serve on these 
committees to support the 
wide variety of needs of our 
school students. 

 • To offer ideas and 
suggestions to support the 
education of our students. 

 • To offer a donation to a 
specific sub committee you 
would like to financially sup-
port with your contribution. 
Sub committees of the Edu-
cation Foundation Include

 • Children’s Fund
 • Old Town Pride
 • STEM Program
 • Old Town High School 
Achievement Hall of Fame
 • Old Town High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame
 • Innovative Education 
Fund

  To encourage you to 
reach out to other Alumni of 
OTHS and have them regis-
ter in our OTHS Database on 
this form. https://forms.gle/
XyszhRWkWMJaKuWp8

  We are proud of the 
incredible opportunities this 
Education Foundation has 
been able to support over 
the years and look forward 
to growing awareness of this 
foundation with our OTHS 
Alumni and gaining your sup-
port of your Alma Mater.

Want to learn more 
about local, state, and 
federal assessments? 
 To learn more about the local, 
state, and federal assessments done 
in RSU #34, please don't hesitate to 
reach out to your school's adminis-
trators or to RSU #34's Director of 
Curriculum, Instruction, and As-
sessment	(Dr.	Doty:	jon.doty@rsu34.
org). 
 We'll be happy to provide all appli-
cable information, including policies, 
procedures, and what to do if you 
wish to opt out of an assessment.

To	the	Citizens	of	Regional	School	Unit	No.	34:
 Regional School Unit #34 Board members, at their 
meeting on May 12, 2021, adopted a budget plan for 
the	2021-2022	(FY22)	year.	
 The budget recom-
mended by the Board totals 
$21,360,000 as compared to 
the current year spending 
plan of $21,280,000.  We have 
seen	increases	in	fixed	costs,	
like	those	being	felt	by	local	
homeowners as well as in-
creases	in	salary	and	benefits	
as outlined in the negotiated 
agreements with employees. 
 Health insurance premium 
costs, shared between employ-
ees and the RSU, increased 
by	4.03%	following	five	years	of	0%	increases	despite	
the best efforts of all staff and their participation in 
our wellness programs which have resulted in lower 
loss	ratios	and	taking	control	of	health	care	insurance	
premium rate increases in recent years. 
	 In	preparing	the	FY22	budget	we	have	succeeded	
in maintaining programs to support student learn-
ing	while	attempting	to	minimize	the	impact	on	the	
property taxpayers in our communities. 
 Funding for the proposed $21,360,000 bud-
get will come from multiple sources.  We project 
$1,763,669.73 in tuition revenue, $254,044.00 in 
reimbursements and revenues for other educational 
services, and $21,770.51 in adult education subsidy. 
 General Purpose Aid for Education provided by the 
State of Maine as calculated using the Essential Pro-
grams and Services Funding model based on the Gov-
ernor’s proposed budget will provide $11,474,369.69. To 
receive this funding from the State of Maine, all towns 
must	raise	though	a	local	property	tax	a	required	local	
share.		The	required	local	share	is	set	by	the	State	this	
year at 7.90 mils (based on the total property valuation 
of each member community) for the coming year.  Using 
this	formula,	Alton	will	be	required	to	raise	$351,945.00,	
Bradley	will	be	required	to	raise	$903,891.67	and	Old	
Town	will	be	required	to	raise	$3,573,170.00.			
 Finally, local additional funds will be assessed to 
the member communities through the cost sharing 
formula that was developed as a part of the organi-
zational	structure	of	the	RSU	adopted	by	voters	in	
January of 2008.  This local assessment will raise 
$2,262,919.61	to	balance	the	FY22	budget.		
 Two factors are critical in the computation of 
State subsidy as well as local additional cost sharing.  
They are total local property valuation and student 
population.  Increases or decreases in the total local 

assessment to the member communities of the RSU 
are	rarely	equal	as	they	are	the	result	of	relative	
changes in student population and property valuation 
of the member towns.  The total amount assessed will 
decrease by $102,681.70 or a net decrease of 1.43% in 
assessments to our member communities.  
	 Overall,	we	feel	this	budget	reflects	a	responsible	
effort	to	maintain	quality	educational	programs	while	
recognizing	the	extreme	pressures	on	the	local	prop-
erty tax base and the impact on the local communi-
ties, especially over the last year, as we have endured 
multiple COVID-19 pandemic related challenges.   
 State and Federal pandemic relief funds have 
made it possible to meet the challenges of educating 
our	students	during	this	time	with	minimal	financial	
impact on the local community.  
	 Included	in	the	warrant	is	an	article	that	seeks	voter	
approval to transfer the undesignated fund balance to 
our capital reserve funds and to expend those funds for 
major facilities renovations.
 This year we will continue renewal/renovation at 
Leonard	Middle	School.		Leonard	Middle	School	was	
built and opened in 1965 and is due for renewal to meet 
the educational needs of our middle level population 
today.		As	a	result	of	consistent	fiscal	management	and	
facilities planning, we can complete these important 
facilities	projects	to	date	with	NO	IMpACT	ON	THe	
ANNUAL	BUDgeT and therefore on the amounts as-
sessed to member communities.  
 The annual school budget meeting for Regional 
School	Unit	No.	34	will	be	held	on	Wednesday	eve-
ning, May 26th at 7 p.m. at Old Town High School. 
We will be following all current guidelines for indoor 
meetings, including physical distance, and all attend-
ees	will	be	required	to	wear	a	mask.	
 The warrant of articles for discussion at this meet-
ing are included on pp. 38-39 of this edition of Com-
munity Connections. Copies of the proposed budget 
are available from the Superintendent of Schools 
office	at	156	Oak	Street.
	 Current	statute	requires	that	the	action	taken	at	
the annual budget meeting be validated at a referen-
dum.  This year that validation referendum will be 
held in conjunction with the state-wide referendum 
held on June 8, 2021.  
 On behalf of the students, staff, and Board of Di-
rectors	of	Regional	School	Unit	No.	34,	we	thank	you	
for	your	ongoing	support	and	ask	that	you	support	
the 2021-2022 budget as presented.
	 	 —	David	A.	Walker
   Superintendent of Schools
	 	 —	Jim	Dill
   Regional School Unit #34 Board Chair

Substitute Teaching in RSU #34

Calling all 
Old Town 
Alumni 
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                                                                      OLD TOWN HIGH SCHOOL

 Inspired by Thornton 
Wilder’s play, Our Town, 
seniors in Mrs. Hogan’s 
and Mr. Dewley’s English 
classes have researched 
different aspects of the 
towns in which they live. 
	 They	looked	at	culture,	
population, recreational 
activities, politics, busi-
nesses, native peoples, 
European settlers, his-
tory, and industries of the 
region. This project helped 
the OTHS seniors foster 
a sense of community and 
promoted a sense of be-
longing for many of them. 
 This project also grew 
into something bigger 
than	expected!	In	Wilder’s	
Our Town, a time capsule 
was left in the cornerstone 
of a newly constructed 

Class of 2021 Time Capsule

building for future generations to 
find.	Many	students	were	in-

trigued	by	this	idea	and	asked	if	
they could leave a time capsule for 

the graduating 
class of 2031. 
 The time 
capsule will 
include such 
items as let-
ters to the 
Class of 2031 
from members 
of the Class 
of 2021, along 
with articles 
about popular 
culture, scien-
tific	achieve-
ments, medical 
advancements, 
mandates, and 
laws concerning 
Covid. The time 
capsule  will 
also include 
such items as 
a	mask,	hand	
sanitizer,	and	a	

plush toy of the Covid-19 molecule 
(thank	you	Donny!).	
 The seniors wanted to do this 
under the premise that they have 
lived through a global pandemic 
and that their everyday life and 

educational experience greatly 
changed during our collective ex-
perience with Covid. This will also 
provide many primary documents 
for the class of 2031 to read and 
examine ten years from now. 

Seniors Justine Bishop, Donovan Sharp and Sidney “Sid” Leavitt prepare to 
paint the time capsule in school colors.

Samantha “Sam” Cousins writes her letter to the 
future class of 2031. The letter shares her experience 
as a senior during a global pandemic and offers 
advice, anecdotes, and inspiration for future seniors. 
Her letter will be one of many “primary documents” 
left by the class of 2021. This will present an 
opportunity, for students 10 years from now, to 
examine the daily lives and thoughts of our seniors.  

Donny Sharp with his contribution for the time capsule, a plush 
model of the Covid molecule sporting a graduation cap!

Matt Preble holds the finished time capsule. “Don’t open until 2031.” The capsule will be 
buried for the future class of 2031 to discover.

From left: Sid Leavitt, Mackenzie Saucier, Zack McLaughlin, Matt Preble, Colin Madden and Ethan 
Leclair. “Seniors write messages on the time capsule for the class of 2031 to discover.” Students 
will bury the capsule and leave a detailed map to its secret location.  

Scott Gordon, Principal, 827-3910
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 In Maine we call it Mud Season.  
 A multi-university group of scien-
tists calls it the Vernal Window. 
	 In	a	northern	forested	place	like	
Maine, Mud Season starts when 
the snow melts and ends when the 
leaves are big enough for trees to 
dry out the soil. Snow is melting 
earlier while the leaves of forest 
trees are expanding at about the 
same	time.	Any	way	you	look	at	it,	
Mud Season seems to be getting 
longer. 
 As the planet warms faster and 
faster,	research	that	tracks	the	
response of regional ecosystems and 
cultural systems is underway.  It is 
sad that we are now studying the 
effects of tardy planetary steward-
ship, but it is science that must be 
done, cultural region by cultural 
region, if we are to stay tuned in to 
the	places	we	know	best.	And	this	
kind	of	science	is	more	powerful	
when many people do it in many 
places. 
 OTHS students are helping Uni-
versity	of	New	Hampshire	scientists	
develop	citizen	science	methods	by	
vetting simple monitoring technolo-
gies against professional instru-
ments. Tool prices span four orders 
of	magnitude:	tens	of	thousands,	
thousands, hundreds, and tens of 
dollars. The goal is to proliferate 
the monitoring of forest responses 
to a warming planet. We need to 
know	what	is	going	on	in	the	woods.	
OTHS/UNH	research	areas	are	
located in the University of Maine’s 
Dwight B. DeMerritt Experimental 
Forest, which abuts OTHS. 
	 University	of	New	Hampshire	
researchers Alexandra Contosta, 
elizabeth	Burakowski,	and	Apryl	
perry	began	their	work	with	OTHS	
students as the winter of 2018 
settled in. The project now includes 
researchers from the University of 
Maine and the US Forest Service. 
 Covid threw a wrench into the 
works	this	year,	but	we	are	grow-
ing with our experience anyway. As 
an interdependent team modeled 
on	workplace	dynamics,	students	
conduct their part of the science 
through a program called Collab-

What happens when Mud Season gets longer?

Jacob Burns extracts a snow water equivalent core in the hardwood 
research site.

Bradley Frizzell holds a snow water equivalent sample in the 
softwood research site.

Amanda Oertell measures the length of new Beech 
leaves as the winter snow persists.

Zak Scalese measures soil frost depth using a tube that 
costs about five bucks.

Elek Houlsen takes a careful reading of snow depth.
Professional research instruments (in the white box) cost tens of 
thousands of dollars.

orative Research. The diverse jobs 
include	hiking	to	the	sites	to	col-
lect measurements of snow depth, 
frost	depth,	snow	water	equivalent,	
hardwood bud & leaf status, and 
soil respiration. Students program 
and deploy other monitoring devices 
such	as	“iButtons”	to	get	fine	grain	

frost	depth	data.	Recently,	UNH	re-
searchers and OTHS students built 
and deployed prototype Arduino-
based sensor arrays. Managing data 
streams and communications are 
responsibilities to the larger world. 
Public access to the data is in the 
works	but	interrupted	for	the	mo-

ment.
 While forests-in-winter morph, 
what could the cascade of conse-
quences	be?	The	list	of	concerned	
parties, human and otherwise, 
includes	those	with	a	stake	in	
changing	in	spring	river	flows,	
commercial and recreational ac-

cess to the woods, wildlife habitat, 
soil	biology,	carbon	fluxes,	species	
changes, water resources, public 
works	challenges.	The	list	goes	on.	
As this OTHS collaboration contin-
ues, our goal is to help communities 
mitigate, predict, plan, and adapt to 
a changing world.  
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 Clean,	safe	drinking	water	is	a	
cornerstone	of	civilization.	We	take	
it for granted when we turn on the 
tap. Municipal water associations 
manage public water systems for 
high	quality	water,	but	some	prob-
lems are elusive. Old lead pipes and 
solder evade detection and persist 
in some municipal water systems. 
Detecting	them	is	difficult.
	 Citizen	science	programs	get	a	
lot of feet on the ground to swell 
the data available to scientists and 
managers. OTHS 9th graders part-
nered	with	Schoodic	Institute—the	
science, education, and research 
arm	of	Acadia	National	park—to	
expand the data-producing power 
of	a	citizen	science	effort	named	
Crowd-the-Tap.	This	effort	seeks	to	
predict	areas	that	are	more	likely	
to	have	unknown	drinking	water	
problems, including lead pipes. If 
schools and Schoodic Institute can 
figure	out	how	to	make	Crowd-the-
Tap	work	within	high	school	cur-
ricula, we can get a lot more feet on 
the ground. 

OTHS Earth Systems Students 
expand reach of citizen science 

Krisalyn Booker and the YMCA’s Cameron St. Peter point out one of the many taps in 
the YMCA. Krisalyn collected pipe and water quality data from the “Y.” The more kinds of 
buildings students can sample, the stronger the predictive power of the data. 

Students determine what their water 
pipes are made of. 

Anthony Oliver takes a total dissolved 
solids reading.

Anthony Oliver gets water chemistry data with a simple test strip.

 In their homes and other build-
ings, students record data such as 
what the pipes are made of and 
how the water appears, smells, and 
tastes. They measure dissolved sol-
ids with a simple meter and use an 
off-the-shelf	water	test	kit.	Crowd-
the-Tap uses these simple observa-
tions to develop statistical models 
that get better at predicting where 
problems are when there are more 
and more data to feed the models. 
In the fall, 9th graders produced the 
first	round	of	Crowd-the-Tap	data.	
This spring, new students conduct-
ed	investigations	with	these	first	
data.  In turn, the spring 9th grade 
students sampled in their com-
munities.	Their	work	in	the	com-
munity more than doubled the data 
we reported to the Crowd-the-Tap 
organization.	Several	Maine	schools	
participated in Crowd-the-Tap this 
year. In Dirigo spirit, OTHS went 
first.	Our	experiences	as	pioneers	
could	make	it	easier	for	other	
schools to adopt Crowd-the-Tap 
as an element of the science cur-

riculum.	The	9th	graders’	scientific	
labor drops them into civic involve-
ment,	the	work	of	environmental	

justice, and the proliferation of com-
munity learning.

Sage Philips selected as one of 62 Truman Scholars for 2021
 Congratulations to OTHS alum 
Sage Philips on being one of 62 stu-
dents who have been selected as a 
2021 Truman Scholar, based on her 
record of leadership, public service, 
and academic achievement.
 Sage is a student at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut who is a double-
major in political science and hu-
man	rights	with	a	minor	in	Native	
American & Indigenous studies. 
Her motivation and interests in 
law, policy reform, and opportunity 
in higher education for Indigenous 
students stems from her own strug-
gles she has faced in academia. 
 Sage hopes to pursue a joint JD/
MA in American Indian studies 
with the goal of developing a legal 
nonprofit	organization	to	fight	for	
the success of her future ancestors. 
 While she plans to focus largely 
on	land-grant	institutions	and	work	
towards reparations for her people, 
her goals for reform are endless. 
Sage	works	every	day	through	the	
strength	of	her	ancestors,	working	
for higher education institutions to 
be in good relation with the land 
they currently stand upon.

 The announcement of the 2021 
Truman scholars was made by for-
mer Secretary of State Madeleine K. 
Albright, Board of Trustees President 
of the Harry S. Truman Scholarship 
Fund. The Truman Scholarship is 
the premier graduate scholarship for 
aspiring public service leaders in the 

United States.
 “The 2021 Truman Scholars 
reflect	our	country’s	sustained	
commitment to the future of public 
service,”	says	Dr.	Terry	Babcock-
Lumish,	the	Foundation’s	execu-
tive Secretary and a 1996 Truman 
Scholar from Pennsylvania. “This 
past year presented seemingly 
insurmountable	challenges.	Now	
is precisely the time to reinvest in 
diverse	public	servants	who	reflect	
America’s resourcefulness, resil-
ience, and leadership.”
 Truman Scholars demonstrate 
outstanding leadership potential, a 
commitment to a career in govern-
ment	or	the	nonprofit	sector,	and	
academic excellence. Each Truman 
Scholar receives funding for gradu-
ate studies, leadership training, ca-
reer counseling, and special intern-
ship and fellowship opportunities 
within the federal government.
 The 62 new Truman Scholars 
were selected from 845 candidates 
nominated by 328 colleges and 
universities—a	record	number	
of applicants. They were recom-
mended by seventeen independent 

selection	panels	based	on	the	final-
ists’ academic success and leader-
ship accomplishments, as well as 
their	likelihood	of	becoming	public	
service leaders. Regional selection 
panels met virtually and included 
distinguished civic leaders, elected 
officials,	university	presidents,	
federal judges, and past Truman 
Scholarship winners.
 Established by Congress in 1975 
as the living memorial to President 
Harry S. Truman and national mon-
ument to public service, the Truman 
Scholarship carries the legacy of our 
33rd President by supporting and in-
spiring the next generation of public 
service leaders. When approached by 
a bipartisan group of admirers near 
the end of his life, President Truman 
embodied this commitment to the 
future	of	public	service	by	asking	
Congress to create a living memo-
rial devoted to this purpose, rather 
than	a	traditional	brick-and-mortar	
monument. For more than forty 
years, the Truman Foundation has 
fulfilled	that	mission:	inspiring	and	
supporting Americans from diverse 
backgrounds	to	public	service.

Sage Phillips
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Sculpture by Abigail Talon.

                                                                      OLD TOWN HIGH SCHOOL

By Josh Curtis, Art Teacher, OTHS
 Students of all grades at Old Town High 
School	are	given	the	chance	to	explore	fine	arts	
through the medium of clay. Students learn the 
process from clay to ceramic while experimenting 

with how to apply the elements and principles of 
design.	Students	also	learn	to	think	in	terms	of	3	
dimensional products rather than the more com-
mon 2 dimensional art offered in many classes. 
	 Over	the	last	few	weeks,	students	have	had	

the opportunity to tap into their creative sides 
of the brain. As a class we examined distort-
ing real life examples into monsters. Students 
created	all	sorts	of	wacky,	wild	and	even	scary	
looking	monsters.	

Gordon. “We could not 
be more proud of OTHS 
students	for	staking	their	
claim as the next genera-
tion of STEM and comput-
er science professionals. 
We can’t wait to see their 
passion for next genera-
tion technology lead to life-
long success.”
 “Old Town High School’s 
students need the power to 
shape technology, not just 
cope with it,” says Stefanie 
Sanford, College Board 

 Old Town High School has 
earned the College Board AP Com-
puter Science Female Diversity 
Award for achieving high female 
representation in AP Computer Sci-
ence Principles. 
 Schools honored with the AP 
Computer Science Female Diversity 
Award have expanded girls’ access 
in AP Computer Science courses.  
OTHS	was	one	of	only	five	Maine	
high	schools	recognized	for	closing	
the gender gap in AP Computer Sci-
ence.  
 Out of the 20,000 institu-
tions that offer AP courses, 1,119 
achieved either 50% or higher 
female representation in one of the 
two AP computer science courses or 
a percentage of the female com-
puter science examinees meeting or 
exceeding that of the school’s female 
population during the 2019-2020 
school year. 
 In 2020, Old Town High School 
was	one	of	831	recognized	in	the	
category of AP Computer Science 
Principles.
 “During an unprecedented year, 
OTHS students have demonstrated 
perseverance and dedication in 
their study of AP Computer Sci-
ence,” said OTHS Principal Scott 

ing. According to the data, female stu-
dents	who	take	Ap	CSp	in	high	school	
are	more	than	5	times	as	likely	to	
major in computer science in college, 
compared to similar female students 
who	did	not	take	CSp.	The	study	also	
finds	Ap	CSp	students	are	nearly	
twice	as	likely	to	enroll	in	Ap	CSA,	
and that for most students, AP CSP 
serves as a stepping-stone to other 
advanced	Ap	STeM	coursework.
	 These	findings	make	it	all	the	
more imperative that schools nation-
wide achieve gender parity in AP 
Computer Science classrooms. The 
1,119 schools that receive this year’s 
AP Computer Science Female Diver-
sity Award should serve as inspira-
tions and models for all American 
high schools, where overall, female 
students remain under-represented 
in computer science classes, compris-
ing just 34% of AP Computer Science 
Principles participants. So there is 
a	long	way	to	go	to	achieve	equal	
gender	representation	in	the	field	
of computer science. Currently, less 
than half of the nation’s high schools 
teach foundational computer science, 
a clear opportunity to be addressed 
by strong partnerships between 
policymakers,	the	tech	industry,	and	
educators.

OTHS earns AP Computer Science Female Diversity Award

chief of global policy and external 
relations.	“Young	women	deserve	
an	equal	opportunity	to	become	the	
next generation of entrepreneurs, 
engineers and tech leaders. Closing 
the gap in computer science educa-
tion empowers young women to 
build the future they want.”
	 The	first	year	of	Ap	Computer	
Science Principles in 2016-17 at-
tracted more students than any 
other AP course debut, and par-
ticipation is on the rise. In 2020, 
more	than	116,000	students	took	
the	Ap	CSp	exam—more	than	
double	the	number	of	exam	takers	
in	the	course’s	first	year,	and	a	21%	
increase over the previous year. In 

2020,	39,570	women	took	the	Ap	
CSP exam, nearly three times the 
number who tested in 2017.
 Providing female students with 
access to computer science courses 
is critical to ensuring gender parity 
in the industry’s high-paying jobs 
and to drive innovation, creativity, 
and representation. The median an-
nual wage for computer and infor-
mation technology occupations was 
$88,240 in May 2019. However, a 
code.org analysis of 2017 Bureau of 
Labor	Statistics	data	finds	women	
represent just 24% of the 5 million 
people in computing occupations.
 That’s why new College Board re-
search about AP CSP is so encourag-

Sculpture by Hailey Hamel.

OTHS students at all grade levels explore fine arts through medium of clay
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Kim Libbey presents scholarship check to Rodney Barnett.

	 The	Bezos	Scholars	program	
(BSP) is proud to announce that Old 
Town High School student Avery 
McCoy	ell	and	educator	Natalie	
Davis have been selected as part of 
the 2021 Scholars cohort. 
	 The	Bezos	Scholars	program	in-
spires and challenges young people 
to address issues they are passion-
ate about in their communities. 
 Avery is passionate about ad-
dressing	inequalities	in	her	commu-
nity. She said, “I am excited to join 
a diverse group of passionate and 
intelligent scholars, to learn from 
them, and be a positive force for 
social change.” 
 Avery is president-elect of the 
statewide Maine Association of 
Student Councils. At Old Town 
High School, she is president of the 
Key	Club,	vice	president	of	National	
Honors Society, and a member of 
band, student council, and the var-
sity soccer team. Whether based on 
socioeconomic status, race, gender 
or sexual orientation, she hopes 
to	work	to	create	a	more	equitable	
environment for all members of her 
community.
 The applicant pool is competitive; 
students selected are one in twelve 
representing eight states this year. 
Scholars are selected based on com-
mitment to their education, demon-
strated leadership abilities, willing-
ness to embrace challenges, and the 
desire to create positive change in 
their communities. 
Avery will be supported by her 
educator	scholar	Natalie	Davis,	a	
teacher at Old Town High School.
Ms. Davis earned a BS in Sec-
ondary Education from UMaine 
Farmington,	a	Master’s	in	Literacy	
from	UMaine	Orono,	and	is	work-
ing toward an Education Specialist 
Degree in Curriculum, Instruction 
and Assessment. She is especially 
proud to advise her school’s Student 
Council and help students foster 
their	leadership	skills	and	passions.	
 Ms. Davis said she is “elated to 
be part of something that empowers 
young people and encourages them 
to change our world for the better.” 
	 The	Bezos	Family	Foundation	
launched the Scholars program 
in 2005 to provide young people a 
platform to design solutions to some 
of the most pressing issues facing 
their communities. The program 
usually begins with an all-expenses 
paid trip to the Aspen Ideas Festi-

Natalie DavisAvery McCoy Ell 

val.	The	week	is	filled	with	leader-
ship training, panel discussions, 
and exclusive conversations with 
many of the world’s most acclaimed 
scientists, journalists, artists, and 
global thought leaders. This experi-
ence sets the stage for the challenge 
ahead:	launching	sustainable	proj-
ects,	known	as	Local	Ideas	Festivals	
(LIFs),	to	transform	their	communi-
ties. 
 Due to ongoing pandemic safety 
concerns, the Scholar trip to Aspen 
slated for late June 2021 was can-
celled. The program is still excited 
to host engaging virtual program-
ming during the time they would 
have been in Aspen and the 2021 
cohort will participate in the virtual 
Aspen Ideas Festival slated for 
June 27-30. 
	 The	topics	and	themes	of	LIFs	
are as diverse as the Scholars them-
selves and are designed to align 
Scholars’ passions with an existing 
community need. Many address 
inequities	in	education,	advocat-
ing for the rights of minorities and 
underrepresented communities, and 
the need to create space for civil 
discourse. Since the program’s in-
ception, more than 50,000 attendees 
have participated in these change 
projects. 

 Corinne Saucier, of Milford, 
Maine, a member of the Class of 
2022 majoring in Biomedical Engi-
neering at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute (WPI), was a member of a 
student team that recently com-
pleted an intense research project 
titled A Preparatory Course for the 
Hawai’i Project Center with Hilo 
Hawaii.
 At WPI, all undergraduates are 
required	to	complete	a	research-
driven, professional-level project 
that applies science and technology 
to addresses an important societal 
need	or	issue.	Nearly	90%	of	stu-
dents typically complete a project 
in collaboration with partners in 
communities across the country 
and around the world, through 
the university’s 50-plus project 
centers. Students usually travel to 
the	project	center	for	seven-week	
terms; this spring, however, due to 
the global coronavirus pandemic, 
they	worked	remotely,	using	video	
conferencing and other technology 
to complete their projects. A sig-

OTHS Alum Corinne Saucier Completes Intensive Research Project 

nature element of the innovative 
undergraduate experience at WPI, 
the project-based curriculum offers 
students the opportunity to apply 
their	scientific	and	technical	knowl-
edge to develop thoughtful solutions 
to real problems that affect the 

quality	of	people’s	lives-and	make	a	
difference before they graduate.
“The WPI project-based curricu-
lum’s focus on global studies brings 
students	out	of	their	comfort	zones	
to	apply	their	knowledge	to	solve	
real problems for people in com-
munities around the globe,” said 
Professor Kent Rissmiller, interim 
dean of the WPI Interdisciplinary 
and Global Studies Division. “Stu-
dents have the opportunity to learn 
about a different culture, from the 
way	people	live	and	work	to	the	
values they hold to the foods they 
eat - all valuable perspectives for 
surviving and thriving in today’s 
global	marketplace.	They	also	learn	
the meaning and magic of team-
work;	make	a	real	and	meaningful	
difference; and gain a competitive 
edge for any resume, or graduate or 
professional school application.
 The above article was prepared by 
the Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
and appeared in the Bangor Daily 
News on April 16, 2021. Reprinted 
with permission.

 Rodney Barnett won one of 
the	“Coach	Ken	Libbey	Memo-
rial Scholarships” for his par-
ticipation as a football player 
at OTHS during, as well as his 
participation	at	the	LTC	Football	
Academy, during his senior year 
summer (2019).
 Rodney applied for and re-
ceived this $1,000 scholarship 
based	upon	the	qualities	Coach	
Libbey	felt	were	of	utmost	impor-
tance as a team player, leader, 
and as a contributing member of 
a school community in general. 
Those	qualities	are	Charac-
ter, Sportsmanship, Kindness, 

Dedication, and Trustworthiness. 
Rodney demonstrated each and 
every one of these as a student 
athlete at OTHS, and the Schol-
arship Committee felt he was 
certainly worthy of this award.
	 Following	a	successful	first	
semester, which in Rodney’s 
case	meant	his	first	months	of	
Basic Training, where he earned 
credits for courses while there, 
he	was	awarded	this	check	from	
Ken’s	widow,	Kim	Libbey,	who	
also happens to teach Physical 
Education at OTHS, and, there-
fore, had further insight into 
Rodney’s	fine	character.	

Avery McCoy Ell, Natalie Davis
recognized as Bezos scholars

Rodney Barrett earns 
Coach Ken Libbey Scholarship

Corinne Saucier
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 Old Town High School STEM 
students had another successful 
year at the Maine State Science 
Fair,	capturing	three	first	place	
category awards and 4 awards of 
special recognition.  These students 
were part of our STEM Research 
class this fall and put many hours 
into	their	work	beginning	their	
research as early as last May to 
prepare for the fair.
 Madyson Redding	won	first	
place in her category of Data Sci-
ence.  Mad-
dy studied 
fingerprint	
patterns 
in male 
and female 
students 
to	analyze	
whether 
the patterns 
and position 
of	features	on	thumb	and	index	fin-
gerprints could be correlated with 
either gender or with handedness of 
people.  She did a thorough analysis 
of the measurements she made and 
used a spreadsheet to perform that 
statistical analysis.
 Miranda LeClair	took	first	
place in the category of Environ-
mental Science - Water with her 
project 
related to 
soil and 
moisture 
retention.  
Miranda’s 
project 
stemmed 
from her 
diffi-
culty last 
summer 
keeping	
a garden 
moist in the face of our drought 
conditions.  Maine produces huge 
volumes of wood pellets for winter 
use	and	Miranda	wanted	to	know	if	
the addition of wood pellets to soils 
would help retain moisture during 
drought conditions.  She showed 
that they indeed were an effective 
means to accomplish this.  Miranda 
also received recognition from the 
Association for Women Geoscien-
tists and was nominated to partici-
pate	in	the	Stockholm	Junior	Water	
prize	and	is	currently	awaiting	
news of her project’s status in that 
international competition.
 Mia Smith designed a way to 
use	gopro	style	cameras	to	take	
three views of a softball hitter 
(equally	useful	for	baseball)	to	allow	
a coach a better way to view the 
range of mo-
tions.  She 
then demon-
strated the 
use of a free-
ware pro-
gram called 
Kinovea™ 
that can be 
used to mea-
sure angles 
and distanc-
es of body 
motions.  The goal was to provide a 
more	thorough	means	of	analyzing	
a swing so that a coach would have 
better tools for helping improve a 
batter’s	proficiency	at	the	plate.		For	
this	work,	Mia	received	first	place	
in the Physics and Energy category.

	 Last	spring	and	summer,	Elle 
McPhee and Mia spent many days 
on the waters of Pushaw Stream 
at Hirundo Wildlife Refuge learn-
ing the songs of the riparian bird 
species.  
They	kept	
thorough 
records of 
the birds 
encoun-
tered as 
well.  For 
her science 
fair project, 
Elle decid-
ed to focus on the impacts of climate 
change on the arrival dates of three 
birds commonly encountered at 

Hirundo,	The	Solitary	Vireo,	North-
ern Waterthrush, and the Warbling 
Vireo.		She	took	data	from	an	online	
database called E-Bird, which bird-
ers from around the world use to re-
port	sightings	of	birds	and	analyzed	
the shifts in the early arrival dates 
of these species in Maine.  She 
found that their arrivals from their 
wintering grounds in the tropics are 
generally happening earlier each 
year over the last 17 years.  For 
her	work,	Mia	received	an	award	
from	the	National	Oceanic	and	
Atmospheric Administration called 
Taking	the	pulse	of	the	planet.		
 Two other OTHS students, 
Payton and Gabby Cody also 
competed with very good projects.  

payton	studied	the	efficacy	of	differ-
ent	mask	designs	for	preventing	the	
transmission of COVID and Gabby 
studied the impacts of testing on 
anxiety levels in students.  
 Congratulations to these stu-
dents on their science fair success, 
and, as they are all seniors, congrat-
ulations on capping off your senior 
year in such a stellar manner.  
 If any current students of any 
age at OTHS are interested in 
studying any topic they choose us-
ing	scientific	approaches,	they	can	
contact	Mr.	Mayfield	or	any	of	the	
science teachers for help in plan-
ning their investigations.

Elle McPhee 

Mia Smith

Miranda LeClair

Madyson Redding

OTHS STEM students win 3 first place awards, 4 special recognition awards



May 2021     RSU 34 Community Connections     Page 9_______________________________________________________ 

 On May 11th Cadets, family 
members, and friends of the Coy-
ote Battalion witnessed the 20th 
transition of authority as Cadet 
Lieutenant	Colonel	garrett	S.	
engstrom	relinquished	command	to	
Cadet	Lieutenant	Colonel	Maxwell	
A. Chapman.  Cadet Chapman is 
the 20th Commander of the Coyote 
Battalion.  The passing of the unit’s 
colors	is	a	unique	and	time-honored	
military	tradition.		It	symbolizes	
the transfer of responsibility, au-
thority, and accountability of a unit, 
its mission, and its personnel from 
one individual to another.
 Cadet Engstrom has had a suc-
cessful academic, athletic, and 
JROTC career while attending Old 
Town High School.  Garret has 
been active in Student Government 
serving as Class President for three 
years, and he was a member of the 
Yearbook	Staff.		He	also	has	been	
engaged with the Coyote Battalion’s 
JLAB	team	and	the	Drill	Team.		
Garrett is a member of the Varsity 
Tennis and Swim teams.  After high 
school Garrett plans to pursue a 
commission	as	a	Second	Lieutenant	
in the US Military.  He has earned 
both an appointment to the United 

 Matshona Dhliwayo, a Zimba-
bwean born, Canadian philosopher 
and author, said, “It is only during a 
storm	that	a	tree	knows	how	strong	
it is.”  The Coyote Battalion found 
its strength this past year during 
the pandemic.  Its strength lies in 
the cadets who day in and day out 
continue	to	make	the	OTHS	JROTC	
program a success.  This is especially 
true of the 2020-2021 Coyote Battal-
ion	Marksmanship	Team.
	 After	some	range	modifications	
to become COVID compliant, the 
Coyote Battalion was able to begin 
shooting	in	November.		Due	to	
graduation and the hybrid sched-
ule, the team did not have any 
returning shooters this season.  The 
interest was high, and by the end 
of December the team had its six 
core members who would go on to 
experience the best season the bat-
talion has had.  These six individu-
als:	Isabella	Bouchard,	Maxwell	
Chapman, Keeara Dutton, Michele 
Francis, Cadence Freeman, and 
Donavan Sharp, were committed to 
excellence	and	demonstrated	skills	
in persistence, focus, and mental 
agility.  Three of them had never 
used	a	firearm	before	but	were	com-
mitted to the program and became 
competitive	very	quickly.

 History is a valuable part of 
every community.  Past experiences 
bind	the	citizens	together	in	a	spirit	
of pride and unity. During the cur-
rent pandemic, Victory Field at Old 
Town High School, unceremonious-
ly	marked	its	100th	anniversary.		
The	field	was	originally	dedicated	
on	November	11,	1920	and	intended	
to	be	used	as	a	community	field	to	
honor those who served and sac-
rificed	in	World	War	I	-The	great	
War.		It	was	designated	as	a	field	to	
be used for educational, recreation-
al, athletic, and public use.
	 Over	the	course	of	time,	the	field	

has been integrated into the high 
school campus and is used as the 
primary	football	and	soccer	fields.		
It	is	also	host	to	track	and	cross-
country events, and the center 
piece of the Old Town High School 
Athletic Complex. 
 As part of their annual Service-
Learning	project,	the	Cadets	of	the	
Coyote Battalion plan to rededicate 
the	field	to	its	intended	honorees.		
Cadets are creating a memorial for 
the entrance of Victory Field.  Ad-
ditionally, they are planning a fall 
rededication ceremony that honors 
our veterans, involves the commu-

nity,	and	welcomes	fans	back	to	a	
post pandemic environment.   
 Currently the battalion is receiv-
ing estimates for the cost of the 
project, then they will need to get 
busy raising the funds.  The initial 
estimate is between $2,500 - $3,000 
to	ensure	a	proper	plaque	with	
appropriate landscaping to honor 
the Veterans of the Great War.  
The name of the project “Opera-
tion Doughboy” is a reference to the 
popular	nickname	of	the	American	
Soldier serving in World War I.

The Marksmanship Team photo includes from left to right, Keeara 
Dutton, Isabella Bouchard, Donavan Sharp, Cadence Freeman, and 
Maxwell Chapman.  Michele Francis is not pictured.

Coyote Battalion welcomes 20th Commander

The Change of Command photo is Mr Gordon passing the Battalion Colors to the 
Incoming Commander Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell Chapman.  This represents the 
transfer of authority form the outgoing commanding, Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Garrett 
Engstrom to the incoming commander.  The Cadet Battalion Command Sergeant Major, 
Keeara Dutton, is also in the picture.

States Air Force Academy, and a 
four-year Army ROTC scholarship 
to the University of Maine.

 Cadet Chapman is active in 
Student Government, serving as a 
Representative for three years and 

plays the Bari and Alto Saxophone 
in the Old Town High School Band.  
He also is involved with the Coyote 
Battalion’s	JLAB,	Raiders,	Marks-
manship, and Drill teams.  Max is 
a member of the Varsity Soccer and 
Swim	teams.		He	is	a	certified	life-
guard.  After high school Max plans 
to pursue a degree in Biomedical 
Engineering.
 In addition to the transition of 
authority,	the	ceremony	recognized	
graduating seniors and Cadets 
who	have	contributed	to	make	the	
battalion successful throughout the 
course of the school year.  Cadet 
Keeara Dutton was promoted to the 
rank	of	Cadet	Command	Sergeant	
Major,	recognizing	her	performance	
over the past two years and her 
potential to serve the battalion at a 
high level of responsibility.
	 The	ceremony	marked	the	begin-
ning of the 20th year for the Coy-
ote Battalion.  The Battalion was 
established in 2002.  Because of 
the dedication and commitment of 
Cadets	like	garrett,	Max,	Keeara,	
their peers, and their predecessors 
the Coyote Battalion has a legacy of 
excellence while developing tomor-
row’s leaders.  

 All com-
petitions 
were shot on 
campus with 
targets and re-
sults mailed to 
the host orga-
nization.		This	
is standard 
practice in 
non-pandemic 
years as well.  
It helps reduce 
the cost while 
maximizing	
competition 
participation.  
There is the 
opportunity 
to compete 
in shoulder-
shoulder 
competitions 
in “normal” 
years.  The 
season began 
with entry into 
the Civilian 
Marksman-
ship Pro-
gram (CMP) 
JROTC Postal Competition.  This 
is a national competition hosted by 
the CMP.  The CMP is the govern-

ing body for the sport promoting 
firearm	safety	and	friendly	competi-
tion.  

 The team hit its stride in the 
Hawk	Battalion	Competition	hosted	
by Hermon High School JROTC.  
The Coyotes placed second, with 
Freshman Cadence Freeman earn-
ing	a	third-place	individual	finish.		
The season closed out with the 
OTHS hosted Penobscot Invitation-
al.  The Coyotes had a strong show-
ing with Sophomore Keeara Dutton 
finishing	second,	and	Junior	Max-
well Chapman earning a third-place 
finish	contributing	to	the	team’s	
first	place	victory!		gettysburg	High	
School (PA) was second followed by 
Enosburg Falls (VT) in third.
 In addition to the competitions, 
the cadets are given the opportunity 
to	earn	Marksmanship	Qualifica-
tion Badges.  There are three levels 
of	qualification	badges:		Marksman,	
Sharpshooter, and Expert.  To earn 
Marksman	the	shooter	must	score	
a 110 out of 200 in the prone and 
standing positions.  Sharpshooter 
is a 130 in those two positions.  To 
earn the Expert Badge shooters, 
add	the	kneeling	position	and	must	
score a 221 out of 300.  Isabella 
Bouchard	earned	her	Marksman-
ship Badge.  Michele Francis, 
Cadence Freeman, and Donavan 
Sharp both earned Sharpshooter.  
Maxwell Chapman and Keeara Dut-
ton shot expert.
	 The	Blizzard	Club	is	an	ad-
ditional	incentive	unique	to	the	
Coyote Battalion.  Shooters who 
score a 200 or better become mem-
bers	of	the	Blizzard	Club	and	earn	a	
Dairy	Queen	Blizzard.		This	year’s	
Blizzard	Club	members	are	Max-
well Chapman, Keeara Dutton and 
Cadence Freeman.  With only one 
graduating	senior,	the	team	looks	to	
build from this success next season.
	 The	marksmanship	team	shoots	
Crossman	air	rifles	on	a	10-meter	
indoor range.  The team follows the 
CMP safety guidelines and competi-
tion rules.  The instructors are dual 
certified	by	the	US	Army	Cadet	
Command and the CMP.

Coyote Battalion Marksmanship Team has best year ever

ROTC cadets seek memorial to honor WWI vets
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OTHS JMG students display their Career Development Conference trophies.

JMG students compete in first virtual CDC conference
By Tori  Hildreth, JMG Specialist

Old Town High School
	 Over	the	week	of	April	12-16th,	Old	Town	
High School JMG (Jobs for Maine’s Graduates) 
students	competed	in	the	organization’s	annual	
Career	Development	Conference.	For	the	first	
time ever, the conference was held virtually and 
students	were	required	to	work	together	re-

motely to record submissions for events ranging 
from	mock	job	interviews	and	public	speaking,	
to	decision	making	and	resume	skills.	
	 JMg	students	did	great	as	they	worked	
through	the	difficulties	of	communicating,	co-
ordinating, and planning while never being in 
the	same	room	together.	This	hard	work	paid	
off with 4 trophies and 2 blue ribbons that made 

their way to Old Town High School. We placed 
1st	place	in	the	Decision	Making	Competition,	
2nd place in the Photo Competition, 2nd place in 
public	Speaking	for	a	speech	delivered	by	junior	
Killian Burns, and 4th in a Career Association 
Presentation that was put together and present-
ed	by	students	Hailey	LeClair,	Lacy	Mayo,	gloria	
Cookson,	Michael	eastman,	and	Killian	Burns.”

 Old Town High School’s JROTC 
program received its triennial 
JROTC Program of Accreditation 
Inspection (JPA).  The JPA is an 
in	depth	look	at	the	program	from	
outside inspectors to ensure the 
program is viable, the approved 
curriculum is taught, and most 
importantly that the battalion is 
developing future leaders.  The 
JPA is a national accreditation 
program that validates the more 
than 1,700 Army JROTC programs 
across the United States and its 
territories.  
 Additionally, the inspection 
gives the battalion the opportu-
nity to earn “Honor Unit with 

Distinction” status (HUD).  Bat-
talions earning HUD status earn 
a distinctive Gold Star insignia for 
wear on the Cadet uniform.  HUD 
status also allows the Senior Army 
Instructor, jointly with the school 
principal, to nominate OTHS 
students to US Military Service 
Academies.  To earn HUD status, 
programs must achieve a score of 
95 during the JPA.  The Coyote 
Battalion achieved a unit best of 
99	to	retain	their	HUD	status!		
The battalion has held this dis-
tinction	every	year	since	their	first	
year of eligibility in 2006.
 Most of the preparation for the 
inspection occurred during the fall 

semester with Cadets Ethan Push-
or and Kyle Feero leading the way.  
The hybrid schedule at OTHS 
presented many challenges for the 
battalion.  The Cadets rose to the 
occasion and met the challenge 
head on.  Cadets rehearsed and 
recorded a Platoon Drill routine 
as well as a Color Guard routine.  
These two events were viewed and 
evaluated	by	the	Senior	Noncom-
missioned	Officer	at	the	Univer-
sity of Maine Army ROTC.  
 Cadets prepared and presented 
Service	Learning	and	Continu-
ous	Improvement	briefings.		The	
briefings	were	presented	virtually	
to the inspector from the Brigade 

Headquarters	in	Fort	Dix,	NJ.		
The	briefings	were	presented	on	
February	7th,	two	weeks	after	the	
start of the new semester.  The 
success	demonstrates	the	qual-
ity of the Cadets presenting as it 
involved both fall and spring se-
mester	Cadets	and	required	a	lot	
of	cross	talk	throughout	the	school	
year.
 In addition to the review of sup-
ply and administration systems, 
both the Cadets and instructors 
underwent portfolio reviews.  The 
Coyote Battalion was commended 
in all areas as the overall assess-
ment	score	of	99	reflects.

Coyote Battalion Retains Honor Unit with Distinction Status for 16th Year

Killian Burns during the JMG Career Development 
Conference.
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Student art displayed on the Gallery Wall in Mrs. Hutchinson’s Special Education Room 
at Old Town High School.

 Art has an important place in 
Mrs. Hutchinson’s Special Educa-
tion room at Old Town High School. 
Bennett Richmond, a sophomore 
student, developed a talent for art 
at a young age. Ed Tech and certi-
fied	Art	Teacher,	Kathi	gerry,	has	
helped nourish Bennett’s talents 
and	has	taught	him	how	to	work	
with various mediums. Bennett has 
a	remarkable	ability	to	look	at	a	
photograph	or	other	work	of	art	and	
recreate it to scale, but with his own 
distinct	style.	He	often	takes	pho-
tographs	taken	by	Mrs.	Hutchinson	
in various spots around Maine and 
paints or draws replicas.
 Other students started seeing 
Bennett’s art and wanted to join 
in. Bennett’s art time now typically 
includes other students, some of 
which are completing adapted ver-
sions of their general education art 
classes. Each student has discov-
ered their own personal talents and 
preferences for expressing their 

creativity.
	 Art	has	endless	benefits	for	all	
students, particularly those with 
disabilities such as Autism Spec-
trum Disorder. Art allows these 
students opportunities for enhanced 
communication through expression. 
It fosters imagination and abstract 
thinking,	and	encourages	thinking	
about different perspectives. Often-
times, it helps students understand 
and cope with their emotions and 
world around them. Art improves 
focus and reduces anxiety. Students 
with Autism sometimes struggle 
with sensory input and Art can help 
to develop sensory integration. It 
certainly has given Bennett and his 
peers a chance to shine and show-
case their talents.
 Overall, these students’ talents 
deserve	big	praises!	They’ve	worked	
hard and developed important new 
skills	in	the	process.	Check	out	the	
ever growing Gallery Wall in Mrs. 
Hutchinson’s	classroom!

Art has important place 
in Special Education room
at Old Town High School
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	 Leonard	Middle	School	and	RSU	#34	
were thrilled to be part of a surprise pre-
sentation to our School Counselor, Tracey 
O’Connell, on February 5.  
 Kelly O’Brien Weaver, School Counselor 
at the Weatherbee School in Hampden and 
chair of the Maine School Counseling Asso-
ciation, surprised Mrs. O’Connell with the 
first-ever	presentation	of	the	association’s	
Lifetime	Achievement	Award.			
 The award presentation included virtual 
visits from former colleagues and interns.  
 Following the awards, students through-
out the school greeted their school counsel-
or with lots of applause and elbow bumps.  
 We’re very proud and appreciative of 
Mrs. O’Connell’s service to our students 
and	community!		

Congratulations Mrs. O’Connell! Lifetime Achievement Award

By Alexandra Hinrichs
Library Information Specialist

Leonard Middle School
 We have had a busy couple of 
months	in	the	library!
 Ms. Hinrichs collaborated with 
UMaine	to	organize	a	virtual	panel	
of	children’s	and	young	adult	book	
creators, and they had a wonderful 
conversation about the importance 
of	diversity	in	children’s	books.	The	
recording will be available until 
June 6 on the library website.

*   *   *
	 In	addition	to	celebrating	Na-
tional	poetry	Month	with	the	LMS	
Poetry Contest, guest poet Heidi E. 
Y.	Stemple	and	guest	editor	Julie	
Bliven visited us virtually. 
 Heidi is the award-winning au-
thor	of	38	(and	counting!)	children’s	
books.	Julie	is	an	editor	at	Charles-
bridge, and has edited more than 
70	books,	including	poetry	and/or	
poetic texts. 
 We learned so much from both 

guests, and they’ve inspired many 
of us to try writing poems for the 
first	time	or	continue	experimenting	
with poetic forms.

*   *   *
 Recently Mrs. Townsend’s class 
came to the library to do a spine 
poetry	workshop!	We	were	also	in-
credibly	lucky	to	have	guest	author	
Lisa	Bunker,	whose	books	Felix Yz 
and Zenobia July were both on the 
Maine	Student	Book	Award	lists!	
Lisa	is	also	one	of	the	first	trans-
gender state representatives in 
our country. She led an interactive 
workshop	after	her	presentation	
and	Q&A	session,	and	students	had	
the chance to play with writing a 

memory from the perspective of a 
nearby object.

*   *   *
	 LMS	is	very	proud	of	our	7th-
grade	book	tournament	team,	which	
made it to the regional round of the 
great	Maine	Book	Tournament	and	
tested	their	knowledge	of	40	books	
on	the	2020	Maine	Student	Book	
Award	List.

*   *   *
	 The	library	is	running	Book	
Bingo through early June, which 
has lots of students reading and 
competing	to	win	a	variety	of	prizes.

*   *   *
 With the help of several students, 
Mrs.	Hinrichs	finished	putting	

genre	stickers	on	all	of	our	fiction	
books	and	shifted	the	entire	collec-
tion. Boy oh boy, was it a mess for a 
while!
 As students have returned to be-
ing fully in-person, one thing is for 
sure:	we’re	jumping	for	joy	in	the	
library!

*   *   *
	 As	always,	happy	reading!

From the
Librarian’s
Desk

LEONARD MIDDLE SCHOOL
Dr. Gert Nesin, Principal
827-3900

From left: School Counselor Tracey O’Connell, Principal Dr. Gert Nesin, Kelly O’Brien Weaver, and Assistant Principal Shane Barker.

Julie Bliven Heidi Stemple Lisa Bunker

Library spine poetry.
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By Blake Hancock, 7th Grade
 In 2005, Superintendent David 
Walker	and	principal	John	Keane	
were	talking	about	Leonard	Middle	
School, and what it needed. Mr. 
Keane said that not having a sepa-
rate lunch space from the gym was 
a problem. This was a problem be-
cause the gym area was being tied 
up for two hours a day. All of the 
UA’s	like	gym,	art,	and	music	were	
being affected by this schedule. A 
cafeteria would provide a space 
where at least a whole grade level 
could	be	in	one	place	for	a	speaker,	
or a meeting.
 There was a priority list for the 
district. First on the list was renovat-
ing Old Town High School’s science 
labs.	The	next	step	was	the	LMS	
locker	rooms.	And	the	next	step	on	
the priority list was the cafeteria. 

The Challenges
 Along with the building of the 
cafeteria came some challenges that 
needed	to	be	solved.	One	was	find-
ing enough space to add it on. There 
needed to be a place to be that had 
all	the	right	things	like	wiring	for	
cameras and pipes. Another problem 
was bidding on contractors for the 
right price. Without having the right 
price, this could lead to debt. They 
had to negotiate on a price which 
was affordable. This leads to another 
problem which is paying for it. 
 The cafeteria is worth around 
$2,000,000. Two million is a boat-
load	of	money!	“We	didn’t	want	to	
put a new burden on the taxpayers,” 
Mr.	Walker	stated.	So	with	this	
they have been saving up for about 
sixteen years for this to be built. 
Mr.	Walker	added,	“We	overcome	
these	challenges	by	finding	solu-
tions.” And they did so having good 
money management.

Who Has Helped Out
	 Mr.	Walker	started	meeting	with	
teachers	at	LMS	and	they	confirmed	
that a cafeteria would be a great 
addition	to	the	school.	Mr.	Walker	
has	also	worked	with	the	Board	of	
Directors in RSU 34. For this project 
to commence, they had to approve 
and be supportive of this project. 
 The architectural engineer-
ing	firm	also	helped	a	great	deal	
with the cafeteria. They provided 
blueprints	for	what	it	would	look	
like	in	the	future.	You	might	be	
asking,	“What	is	an	architectural	
engineer?” Architectural engineers 
apply science and technology to 

sustainable building materials and 
green energy sources. Architectural 
engineers are trained to use the 
latest	technologies	like	computer-
based building design and analysis 
software, building information 
modeling, and advanced sensors 
and controls to design, build, and 
operate the various systems within 
a building. 

Start to Finish
 So far, the building progression 
is	on	track.	The	building	started	in	
June	of	2020	and	will	be	finished	
sometime in July 2021, or about 13 
months. They’ve been consistently 
working	hard	on	this	project.

We the People
 The hope is that the cafeteria 
will become a place that is well used 
all day long. It’ll be a place in the 
morning for students to get dropped 
off and come in sit down where 
breakfast	will	be	available	for	
students who want it. There is a big 
window in the front of the cafeteria 
to provide natural light and to cre-
ate a nice, warm environment for 
the students. 
 The cafeteria would also be a nice 
place for classroom meetings and 
speakers	to	come	in.	Also	provide	
a meeting space for the RSU #34 
school board use, instead of the 
library. If there is a meeting, you 
will be able to connect to a display 
wirelessly from any device to show 
slides or other important informa-
tion. There will be a screen added 
to one of the main walls to show 
things	like	last	night’s	middle	
school	sports	game.	This	will	make	
the cafeteria place where it is more 
quiet	and	relaxing	than	loud	chat-
ter. 
	 Superintendent	Mr.	Walker	states,	
“It will serve the school well but also 

be an asset to the community.

The Kitchen
	 The	old	kitchen	was	very	small.	
There was very limited storage, re-
frigeration,	and	cook	space.	With	the	
new cafeteria being built, there will 
be	a	fully	working	kitchen	along-
side	it.	The	old	kitchen	space	will	be	
turned	into	a	nice	spacious	walk-in	
freezer	and	storage	area.	This	will	
also open up the menu choices. 

The Grand Opening
 If we are at a place with CO-
VID-19 where there can be big 
gatherings, the school will host an 
open house for the public to come 
see what has been built. There will 
also	be	snacks	and	refreshments	
whilst	you	take	a	tour	of	the	place.

Advice for Others
 This has been a big project and 

anyone else trying to accomplish 
something	like	this	might	want	
some advice to help them with their 
journey.	“You	need	to	be	patient	
and	stick	with	the	plan	you’ve	come	
up	with,”	Mr.	Walker	says.	That	is	
some great advice. 
 There will be ups and downs in 
a	project	like	this	and	many	things	
you could learn. For example, 
teamwork,	and	leadership.	You	
should always strive for greatness 
and never lose hope in what you are 
doing.
 In the future, the new cafeteria 
will provide a great spot for the stu-
dents and teachers where they can 
be welcome. This cafeteria expan-
sion to the Old Town middle school 
is a very good project that will help 
the school and the people in it. It’s 
taken	a	lot	of	hard	work	but	it	has	
really shown in the progression of 
the cafeteria. 

the real world by 
designing buildings 
that improve the 
way we do things, 
like	a	cafeteria.	
They do this by 
combining build-
ing	systems	like	
structural, electri-
cal, mechanical, 
and lighting into 
a whole new pros-
pect. These creative 
problem-solvers 
are constantly fac-
ing the challenges 
of	the	future;	like	

New cafeteria will fix long-time scheduling, space problem at LMS
Interior of the new LMS cafeteria, which will allow the gym to be used all day, instead of being shut down two hours a day at lunchtime.

Exterior of the new LMS cafeteria.

Seventh grader Blake Hancock with Superintendent David Walker in the new cafeteria.
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Gabe Curtis leading
8th grade art classes

 Sixth graders on the Raccoon 
team have recently switched into 
looking	at	weather	and	climate	
content in science.  We have been 
unpacking	how	the	unequal	heating	
of the earth contributes to different 
weather patterns and climates, and 
have been enjoying multiple differ-
ent labs and demos to help build 
our	understanding	of	the	scientific	
principles involved.  We’ve built 

more on our understanding of the 
properties of matter, and how heat 
affects different materials.  We were 
very	interested	at	how	quickly	sand	
(land) heats and cools compared to 
water	under	a	heat	lamp!			Most	
recently we had fun playing with 
the density of water at different 
temperatures and creating our own 
convection currents.  We had a blast 
and	only	made	a	little	mess!		

By Shane Barker, Assistant Principal, LMS
 In art class this year the eighth graders have 
had a special opportunity. Gabe Curtis, an 
eighth grade student and Bob Ross enthusiast, 
asked	Mrs.	Nickerson	if	he	could	lead	the	class	
in a Bob Ross-inspired painting class. 
	 Mrs.	Nickerson	was	intrigued	and	allowed	
him to give it a shot. Gabe led a class that was 
so	successful	that	she	immediately	realized	
there was something more to this.
	 Mrs.	Nickerson	was	able	to	order	canvases,	
and Gabe is now in the middle of his third 
class. This time with canvases and acrylic paint 
he teaches the class to paint simple nature 
scenes one element at a time. 
	 Not	knowing	what	the	final	product	should	
look	like	and	simply	trusting	the	process,	stu-
dents	in	the	art	class	are	doing	an	amazing	job	
and having a great time. 
	 According	to	Mrs.	Nickerson	it	has	been	
great	to	see	the	student’s	confidence	build	in	
their artistic abilities as the sessions progress. 
 I was able to join for part of a class last 
Tuesday, and I had a great time, learned some 
new	techniques,	and	hope	to	get	the	chance	to	
paint	with	them	again.	Thanks	gabe.
 The above originally appeared as a “Friday 
Feature” on the LMS website in April. 

 The 7th grade found a creative 
way to engage students in this 
uniquely	challenging	year.	Spear-
headed	by	LMS’s	new	grade	7	
science and social studies teacher, 
Doretta Callahan, the students 
were able to virtually invite a star-
studded list of local Mainers as 
guests into their classroom. 
 Primarily set up as a civic en-
gagement lesson, Mrs. Callahan 
was able to welcome Maine repre-
sentatives Jared Golden and Chellie 
Pingree, and state senators Susan 
Collins and Angus King to virtually 
visit the classrooms of the seventh 
graders. 
	 prior	to	each	speaker,	students	
wrote	questions	focusing	on	the	
role of the job each guest has in our 
government. On the day of the visit, 
each	speaker	was	broadcast	into	
the seventh grade classrooms or 
directly to the students computers 
through their homeroom teacher if 
they were remote. The guests de-
scribed their job, how they decided 
to go into politics, aspects of how 
the state government functions, and 
answered	various	other	questions	
posed by the students. 
 As an exciting end to this guest 
lecture series, students will be in-
troduced to Maine astronaut Chris 
Cassidy, who will be joining us via 
Zoom	during	the	first	week	of	May	
to describe his time in space and 
on board the International Space 
Station.	We	are	all	looking	forward	
to hearing his incredible story and 
about his time spent in space.

LMS celebrates 
National Poetry 
Month
 To	celebrate	National	poetry	
Month,	LMS	hosted	a	poetry	contest.	
Students of all grades were encour-
aged to “play with poetry.”  Poems 
were read aloud over the morning 
announcements, and students were 
writing and reciting in a few of their 
classes!	An	afternoon	poetry	work-
shop was offered, so that students 
could gather to write and share ideas. 
 Many students were also inspired 
by visiting author Heidi Stemple, 
who	spoke	about	her	love	of	words	
and writing.   
 Contestants had to submit poetry 
for consideration by April 27. Poetry 
was	judged	by	Dakota	Wright	and	
Eric Dewley, both teachers at Old 
Town	High	School.		A	first	place	and	
Honorable Mention were selected in 
each grade level, and these students 
received	gift	cards	to	local	bookstores.	
 Congratulations to the following 
students:
 Grade 6—1st Place:  Maggie 
Godin-Shaw for her poem, “Bracing 
for Impact”  
 Honorable Mention: Silas Cote 
for his poem collection, “Pig”
 Grade 7—1st Place: Olivia 
Barthelemy for her poem, “World-
wide”
 Honorable Mention: Blake	
Hancock	for	his	poem,	“The	New	
Beginning”
 Grade 8—1st Place: Madison 
Cram for her poem, “Elijah”
 Honorable Mention:   Kylee 
Murray for her poem, “Just a Girl”

LMS 6th graders looking at 
weather, climate in science classes

Mrs. Callahan invites 
Maine leaders to speak 
to 7th graders at LMS 
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The new fences at Peace Pole Park will provide space for murals.

By Ian Aldrich and 
Olivia Barthelemy, Grade 7

 COVID has affected many 
people. One group of people gets 
overlooked;	these	are	student	
athletes. These athletes have had 
to deal with many restrictions and 
changes—virtual	learning,	seasons	
getting canceled, and much more. 
We wanted to hear from them 
about	how	they	think	this	spring	
season	is	going	to	go.	We	talked	
with athletes from all spring 
sports,	and	all	grades.	We	talked	
about COVID restrictions, and why 
they decided to do sports when 
COVID is still a big problem for 
many.	Also,	we	talked	to	the	LMS	
athletic director and coaches about 
how	they	are	planning	to	keep	this	
season similar to the last one.

*   *   *
 During COVID, baseball has 
been affected in many ways. Most 
of	us	do	not	think	about	the	middle	
school student athletes, who have 
gone through many of the same 
things as the professional players 
since	COVID.	We	spoke	with	some	
of them about what is going to be 
a new and very interesting season 
for sports. 
	 We	talked	to	Coach	griffin	
Henderson about the restrictions.  
Coach	said,	“Take	them	seriously!	
We all need to down our part in 
terms	of	wearing	masks,	following	
the protocols, wiping down stuff 
when	we	can,	and	just	know	that	if	
they are not followed there will be 
repercussions…playing time being 
cut…It has to be at the forefront 
of everything you do, even water 
breaks.”

*   *   *
	 Track at	LMS	has	and	contin-
ues to be one of the most popular 
sports. With a wide range of activi-
ties for student athletes to partici-
pate in, how could it not be? 
	 We	spoke	with	several	students.			
	 Libby	Saucier	explained	what	

she thought was going to be differ-
ent about this season. “In the past 
years, we could congratulate each 
other	at	the	finish	line.	We	could	
give	hugs	and	high	fives,	but	this	
year we can’t do that.” 
 Addie Trefts said, “This year, we 
might not be able to have people in 
every	lane,	which	could	make	our	
meets last longer.” 
	 We	asked	Cooper	Neely	about	
whether or not he thought he 
would be negatively affected by 
the COVID restrictions, 
and he said, “I don’t really 
think	I	will	be	affected	
that much unless we will 
have	to	wear	a	mask	while	
running, because that’s 
going to be very tough on 
people... and it’s very hard 
to	breathe	with	the	mask	
on.” 
	 Ms.	Dumond,	the	track	
coach, wants student 
athletes	to	know,	“We’re	
going to be under a micro-
scope, and there are many 
restrictions. But we are go-
ing to need to follow them, 
and if they’re not followed 
then there is a chance that we 
won’t have a season at all.” 

*   *   *
 Softball has been part of the 
LMS	tradition	for	years.	As	we	all	
know	COVID	has	jumbled	up	this	
tradition.	We	spoke	with	Natalie	
Fournier about how she thought 
the new COVID restrictions would 
change the game that she has 
played since 2016. 
 “The umpires may have to be 
behind the base more, so it might 
be	harder	to	call	if	it’s	a	strike	or	a	
ball,” she said. 
 Another student athlete, Emma 
Doucette, told us that she loves 
this sport so much that she hon-
estly could not miss a season even 
with the restrictions. 

*   *   *

 We have received many answers 
like	emma’s,	that	show	that	stu-
dents are willing to do whatever it 
takes	to	bring	back	spring	sports	
at	LMS.	When	we	pressed	emma	
on what she wanted to tell her 
fellow athletes about not following 
the COVID restrictions, she told 
us,	“Just	be	thankful	that	you	are	
getting	out	and	playing.	You	really	
have	to	follow	the	rules,	to	make	
this season the best it can be.” 

*   *   *

 We had the privilege to sit down 
with Mrs. Kenny, the softball 
co-coach with Mr. Milligan. Mrs.
Kenny	is	a	first	year	coach	and	is	
very excited for this year, “I have 
coached for years, although this 
is	my	first	time	helping	to	coach	
softball. I love the sport and I 
enjoy	working	with	kids	to	push	
themselves when trying to improve 
on their passion.” 

*   *   *
	 Our	leader	in	LMS	sports	is	
Mr.Maxim, who has been the Ath-
letic Director since 2014. Here is 
what he had to say in our inter-
view.
 Olivia:	“What	do	you	think	is	
going to be different about sports 
this year?”
 Mr. Maxim: “One of the main 

things is that students, and coach-
es, will need to follow all of the 
guidelines. For example, students, 
coaches, and fans (if they are al-
lowed)	will	need	to	wear	masks	
and social distance.”
 Ian:	“What	would	you	like	to	
tell the players about the COVID 
restrictions?”
 Mr.Maxim:  “Continue to wear 
a	mask,	continue	to	distance,	and	
continue to stay safe.”
 Olivia: “What will be the re-

percussions for those who 
do not follow the COVID 
guidelines?”    
      Mr.Maxim told us that 
students will be reminded 
of the protocols by their 
coach	first,	a	meeting	with	
him second and then a 
conversation with home 
to see if participation in 
the sport they are in is the 
right	fit	for	them	at	this	
time.
      Mr. Maxim hinted 
that athletes from the 
University of Maine would 
be sending out videos to 
our athletes, about how 

to	stay	safe	when	out	on	the	field,	
or	on	the	track.		 	 	
  Mr.Maxim wants students to 
know	that	coaches	expect	them	
to	work	hard	and	show	their	best	
ability during practices and games. 
He	expects	that	extra	mask	breaks	
will be necessary.

*   *   *
 One thing is for certain, this has 
been a year we will remember for 
a lifetime. We wish all the players 
good	luck	and	hope	that	they	will	
have a very successful sports sea-
son.	We	also	thank	all	the	students	
and coaches that agreed to do an 
interview with us. Please support 
our spring sports athletes and 
coaches, and the restrictions that 
they have to follow.

 Team Pamola has been busy 
building their legacy. A few long-
term projects are at interesting 
moments. 
 Have you seen the newly 
installed fence installed next to 
OTO in Downtown Old Town? 
Students	are	working	to	create	a	
mural	and	historic	walking	tour	
of our city. 

 They are collaborating with the 
Old Town Museum, the Penob-
scot	Nation	Museum/Culture	and	
Historic Preservation, and some 
professional artists. 
	 Check	out	our	proposal	at:		
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1d4t-WqiLo11ZZv2NlAsn2En-
vIQO9ohhM/view
 Coming up... our students 

proposed a flag design to the City 
Council on Monday, May 3rd.  
  This was the culmination 
of	a	couple	years	of	work.	We’re	
hoping council votes to approve 
out resolution and celebrate our 
children. 
 Feel free to send the council 
comments	about	what	the	work	
they’re doing means to you and 

your family.
 The Canoe City flag was the 
overwhelming favorite.
  Information about the Flag 
project	can	be	found	at:	http://
bit.ly/OTflag and http://twitter.
com/ME_hometownflag

How COVID is affecting spring sports at LMS

LMS Team Pomola: Grade 8 Community Engagement
The Canoe City flag was the first choice of more than half of the survey respondents.
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OLD TOWN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Dr. Jeanna Tuell
Principal
827-1544

	 3,	2,	1…blast	off!	First	graders	are	excit-
edly participating in The Great Space Race 
at Old Town Elementary School. Students 
learn about the solar system, sun, moon, 
and stars as part of their science curriculum. 
They travel from planet to planet using the 

reading	of	books	as	their	fuel.	Starting	at	the	
dwarf	planet	of	pluto,	the	goal	is	to	rocket	
through	our	solar	system	and	finish	at	the	
sun. Once all students have reached the sun, 
they	will	be	treated	to	a	SUNdae	party!	Fun	
in	learning	is	out	of	this	world!	

4th Graders Celebrate 
Maine’s 201st Birthday
 Fourth graders spend the year 
learning about the history of our 
wonderful state. Maine became a 
state on March 15, 1820, separat-
ing from Massachusetts as part of 
the Missouri Compromise. Each 
year, the fourth graders have a 
Maine birthday celebration where 
they spend the day doing fun and 
exciting Maine-related activi-
ties. This year they played Maine 
trivia, designed their own Maine 
state	quarters,	decorated	class-
room doors with Maine author 
themes, created spaghetti light-
house structures, and enjoyed 
delicious	whoopie	pies	(thanks	to	
LaBree’s	Bakery).

Old Town Flag Design? 
Third Grade is In!
  In third grade, students in RSU 34 focus much of their social 
studies discussions on local geography and history. Students 
learn about the area’s earliest settlers and the development of 
communities around jobs, culture, and family life. Students dive 
deep into the contributions of notable locals, as well as the sig-
nificance	of	the	land	and	waterways	on	the	area’s	once-booming	
lumbering and sawmill industries.
	 So,	when	some	local	students	from	Leonard	Middle	School	an-
nounced	an	Old	Town	city	flag	design	contest,	Mrs.	Doty’s	third	
graders	were	ready!	
	 In	January,	students	kicked	off	the	design	contest	by	partici-
pating	in	a	google	Meet	with	Mr.	Marquis’	students	from	LMS.	
The middle school students shared their research and tips on 
good	flag	design.	Students	then	reflected	on	the	rich	history	of	
the	area	and	what	makes	Old	Town	special.	
 As a result, drafts were developed and shared with the middle 
schoolers	for	feedback.	The	final	step	will	be	reviewing	the	feed-
back	and	polishing	and	submitting	our	best	ideas.	We	are	very	
excited	to	see	where	this	exciting	community	project	takes	us,	
and	excited	to	help	elevate	the	city	of	Old	Town!Carson works on his first draft of a flag design Cassidy and Zac add color to their flag designs

The Great Space Race!
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OTES 4th graders put their artwork 
on display at Le Nails salon on 
Stillwater Ave. across from school

 Our students at OTES are very talented in 
so many ways, and our art teacher, Mrs. Pam 
Dunphy, is one amazing art teacher!  Together, 
they have created an art display that is 
showcased at a local business to bring the joy 
of art to the community.  
 Mrs. Dunphy and our literacy coach, Mrs. 
Cyr, teamed up to create a display at FIT 
Physical Therapy so that students could share 
their talents and amazing artistic abilities with 
patients and staff at the clinic.  The students 
could paint what inspired them, while some 

Silly Covid
Oh Covid, You’re famous.
Everyone knows your name, but no one  
 likes you.

Despite your best try, we still get to come 
 to school.
We get to spend more time with family,
to play games and do stuff together.
We get outside more too!
You are a good excuse to stay home 
and relax.

Silly Covid, you just think you’re strong.
WE are stronger.

We.
Will.
Beat.
You.

—By Sue White’s 3rd Grade Class
Old Town Elementary School

Dr. Jeanna Tuell
Feb. 26, 2021

	 Last	year	some	fourth	graders	
started	this	artwork	for	the	owners	
of	Le	Nails	across	the	street	from	
OTES, but when we ended up going 
remote in March, the art project 
took	a	back	seat.	
	 Several	students	have	finished	
the	art	project	and	took	a	field	trip	
across	the	street	to	Le	Nails	to	put	
on display at their business. It has 
four Vietnamese dragons that rep-

resent power, royalty, good weather, 
and prosperity.
	 We	are	always	looking	for	ways	
our students can connect to the com-
munity and share their incredible 
talents with others. Schools should 
not have boundaries on the possibili-
ties for purpose, even in a pandemic. 
	 Special	thanks	to	Mrs.	Dunphy	
for	making	this	experience	hap-
pen for our students. She’s always 
thinking	outside	the	box	to	develop	
our students’ experiences.

Art in the Community

used clinic photos and the subject of physical 
therapy as inspiration.  The gallery will rotate 
every 6-8 weeks and will stay on display 
through the summer.  The hope is to continue 
into the next school year and beyond.  Most 
paintings are also available for purchase of 25$ 
with the proceeds being used to purchase more 
canvases and paint to keep the project running.  

 Feedback from the project has been 
positive with many community members 
commenting on how they are enjoying 
the display.  “The artwork just makes me 
happy!” commented one patient.  
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By Harper Oakes, 4th Grader
 On March 2, 2021 the Read Across America 
Day	Read-a-Thon	took	place	in	4th	grade	in	the	
Yellow	Community	at	Old	Town	elementary	
School. Students in Mrs. Sullivan’s and Mrs. 
Defroscia’s	classes	took	turns	reading	for	fun	
and	to	add	tally	marks	to	their	Stick	to	Reading	
paper in order to tape the principals to the wall 
at the end of the month. Mrs. Sullivan and Mrs. 

Defroscia set chairs in the hall and had stu-
dents read for ten minute intervals. Students 
switched to and fro from the chairs, so a reading 
seat	was	never	empty	from	7:45-2:00.	even	the	
teachers	took	a	turn	reading.	The	4th	grade	
Read-a-Thon	was	a	big	success!	It	was	a	fun	
way	to	kick	off	a	month	of	fun	reading	events	at	
school. 

Read Across America Day

Avery was rewarded for March reading by being able to 
help tape his mother, Mrs. Mitchell, to the wall. 

 Harper and Jack doing what they love most - READING!
Peter doing his part to complete our 
Read-a-Thon goal by reading a great 
book for 10 minutes. 

     Second Graders at the Old Town 
Elementary School have had a long-
standing record of participating in 
Service	Learning	projects!	For	the	
past few years, second graders at 
OTES have volunteered their time to 
Sarah’s	House	of	Maine,	working	on	
the	grounds,	making	holiday	cards	
and ornaments for the guests, and 
creating fundraisers. This year, when 
the	garden	Club	at	OTeS	asked	if	
the 2nd grade would be interested 
in	developing	a	Butterfly/pollinator	
garden,	they	excitedly	said,	“Yes!”
					The	Butterfly/pollinator	garden	
project	fits	perfectly	into	the	Sec-
ond Grade Curriculum. Each year, 
second graders study the Monarch 
Butterfly	Life	Cycle,	pollinators	and	
Pollination, Seed Dispersal, Diver-
sity	of	Living	Things	(habitats),	

and	plant	Life.	Over	the	years,	the	
Monarch population has declined 
to the point where the Monarch 
caterpillar	can	be	difficult	to	find	lo-
cally. Second grade classrooms use 
the live caterpillars to observe their 
life	cycle	from	larvae	to	butterfly.	
Creating	our	own	Butterfly	and	pol-
linator gardens at OTES will create 
important habitats for Monarchs/
butterflies,	bees,	moths,	birds	and	
other wildlife. 
     Old Town Elementary School has 
already	created	several	fruit,	flower,	
and vegetable gardens through 
the	hard	work	of	staff,	students,	
parents, and community members. 
The OTES PTC has generously 
supported all of the garden projects 
as well. Second Grade teachers and 
students	will	work	with	the	OTeS	

Garden Club this Spring to get 
the	Butterfly/pollinator	gardens	
planned and planted.
	 At	right,	is	a	sketch	up	of	the	
garden	design	by	Christina	Lannan.	
Christina is a parent, 
Garden Club member, 
PTC member, and 
Master	gardener!		
Christina	works	close-
ly with the school, 
educating students 
and staff about the 
garden ecology as well 
as encouraging par-
ticipation in planting 
and maintaining the 
gardens throughout 
the school year. The 
Second Grade Classes 
are very excited to 

be adding to the wonderful garden 
resources that OTES currently has 
and to be providing an important 
habitat to support our local pollina-
tors and wildlife. 

OTES 2nd graders develop butterfly/pollinator garden

Stevie shows off the carrot she harvested from the 
OTES carrot garden.Carter with his monarch butterfly. Sydney observes her monarch butterfly.
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Maple Syrup 
Photos:
Top left—Students listen to UM 
Forester, Keith Kanoti, talk about 
how to tap maple trees. 

Bottom left—4th Graders from Mrs. 
Sullivan’s Class at the UM Sugar 
Shack

Top right—Ian helps Mrs. St. Peter 
tap a tree in the Maple Syrup 
Classroom at OTES

By Laurie Lyons
 This year my class has thrived with hands-on 
activities	where	they	design,	build,	and	discuss!		
every	Friday,	students	come	to	class	knowing	
they’ll	have	a	task	to	complete.		
 These morning activities are meaningful and 
engaging.  They revolve around our monthly 

themes or holidays.  
	 Some	STeM	activities	we’ve	completed	are:	
Build a Bridge that will Hold a Superhero, Build 
a	Boat	that	will	Float,	Build	a	Log	Cabin,	Design	
and Build a Shovel, Build a Flower with it’s Parts, 
and	Design	and	Build	an	egg	Launcher.	
	 	Take	a	look	at	some	of	the	examples	above!

Meaningful Friday STEM Activities
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March 
Reading 
Madness
at OTES!  
 In March, OTES went all out cel-
ebrating literacy and promoting read-
ing.		each	week	there	was	a	special	
event that highlighted literacy and 
encouraged	students	to	pick	up	a	book	
and	enjoy	reading!		All	remote	and	in-
person students also started the Spring 
Reading	Bike	Challenge	going	all	the	
way from the beginning of March to 
April vacation. Students completing 
200 minutes of reading could pass in 
their	sheets	for	a	chance	to	win	a	bike	
donated	by	the	Kenduskeag	Masonic	
Lodge.		There	were	4	bikes	donated	for	
every grade.
	 During	the	first	week	of	March,	
many grades followed the fun Seuss 
themed days Kindergarten was high-
lighting.		These	included	days	like	wear	
a fun hat to celebrate “The Cat in the 
Hat” and wear a shirt with words on it 
to celebrate “I Can Read With My Eyes 
Shut.”
	 The	second	week	in	March,	Mrs.	
Reesman coordinated a virtual author 
visit with local Maine author Stephanie 
Mulligan.  She is the author of “How 
To Catch A Keeper” and her newest 
book	“How	To	Tap	A	Maple.”		Students	
in all classrooms throughout the RSU 
#34 district, including Viola Rand and 
Alton Elementary, and in all homes 
where students are learning remotely 
were able to Zoom in and listen to this 
author	speak	about	and	read	her	books.		
Students and staff also had the oppor-
tunity	to	purchase	her	books.
	 The	third	week	in	March,	classrooms	
were invited to decorate their door 
based	on	a	book	without	giving	away	
the	title.		Mrs.	Reesman	took	pictures	
of all the doors and created a video 
that classrooms could watch and guess 
what	book	each	door	represented.		The	
classroom who guessed the most titles 
and	authors	correctly	won	a	prize.		The	
top	four	classrooms	won	a	prize.		The	
prizes	were:	A	nature	walk	exploration	
with	Mrs.	Reesman	before	April	break,	
a popcorn and movie afternoon with 
Mrs.	Reesman,	free	books	for	all	stu-
dents and staff of the class, and pop-
sicles for the winning class.  The OTES 
Door Decorating video can be viewed at 
https://youtu.be/r7On7A22lIY.
	 The	final	week	of	March	Reading	
Madness included students tallying up 
their	chapters/books	read	throughout	
the	month/week	in	their	class.		For	
every 20 tallies the class collected, they 
earned 1 strip of duct tape to use to 
tape Dr. Tuell and Mrs. Mitchell to the 
wall	at	the	end	of	the	week.		What	a	fun	
and memorable activity for students 
to	promote	reading	and	finish	off	the	
March	Madness	Reading	Month!

Mrs. Mitchell stuck on reading.Students at all grade levels enjoyed taping Mrs. Mitchell to the wall.

Maine author Stephanie Mulligan Zoomed in with Old Town Elementary students.

Students in Mrs. Smith’s Kindergarten class 
enjoyed celebrating Dr.  Seuss in March--
especially trying green eggs and ham! Miss Labree’s decorated door.Mrs. Sugar’s decorated door.
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World doWn Syndrome day was March 21. The purpose of this day was to create 
public awareness of Down Syndrome. We celebrate this day on the 21st day of the third 
month to represent the triplication or trisomy or the 21st chromosome. This year, the RSU 
34 Civil Rights Team participated in the Lots of Socks Campaign to celebrate World Down 
Syndrome Day. It is the mission of the Civil Rights Team to decrease biased behaviors 
and create an environment where all students feel safe, welcome, and respected. Many 
students and staff joined us on March 19th for the #LotsOfSocks campaign.

By Sharon Greaney
 As a Reading Re-
covery teacher, I am 
spoiled. I get to sit 
side by side with my 
students every day. 
The Covid pandemic 
and remote learning 
changed all of that. I 
had	to	figure	out	how	
to	work	with	stu-
dents who not only 
no longer sat at my 
side but now weren’t 
even in the same 
building. 
 When students 

Zooming with Reading Recovery

returned in the fall, OTES was able 
to	bring	back	most	of	our	first	grade	
students and I was excited to have 
many	students	back	in	the	school,	
even if they were sitting across the 
table with plexiglas between us 
and	masks	on	our	faces.	But	some	
children were still at home, learn-
ing remotely and needed extra help 
with reading. 
 Even though I have years of 
experience	and	I	know	Reading	Re-
covery	works,	I	now	needed	to	figure	
out	how	to	make	it	work	across	a	
computer screen.  I needed to really 
think	about	what	we	do	and	why	we	
do it.  In Reading Recovery, we read 
books,	write	stories	and	work	with	
magnetic letters to learn about how 
words	work.	I	had	to	think	about	
how each of these activities might 
work	remotely	and	what	technology	
I could use. 
 Every day, I learned more about 
what I could and couldn’t do on 
Zoom.  With Zoom, I was able to 
share my screen and my technology, 
but I learned that clever applica-
tions	and	flashy	programs	weren’t	
the answer. We really needed to 
stick	to	the	basics.		
	 In	addition	to	books,	paper	and	

markers,	I	sent	home	magnetic	
letters, a white board and a dry-
erase	marker.	Between	Zoom	and	
my document camera, I had the 
technology I needed to teach Read-
ing Recovery. Every day, we read 
the	books	she	had	at	home,	books	I	
projected on my document camera 
and	books	from	on-line	subscrip-
tions. We used the magnetic letters 
to	make	words	and	change	their	
letters	to	learn	how	words	work.	I	
used my white board as a practice 
page and I taught her how to write 
the sentences she composed.
 Teaching remotely made me 
rethink	everything	I	do,	why	I	do	it	
and how to do it.  In the end, I was 
able to provide a strong program 
and	in	20	weeks	my	student	acceler-
ated her reading moving from level 
3 to level 18. 
 Teaching remotely is very differ-
ent and provides new challenges.  
But there were advantages, too. I 
didn’t just get to hear about little 
sister	or	the	cat—I	got	to	meet	
them.	I	got	to	know	Mom	who	con-
nected	us	every	single	day.		It	took	
a	lot	of	hard	work	on	both	sides,	but	
in the end, Reading Recovery is all 
about	making	better	readers.

Students enjoyed sticking Dr. Tuell to the wall after reading and  earning 
their duct tape strips!

Dr. Tuell stuck on reading!
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NOW ACCEPTING 
K REGISTRATION 

FOR FALL OF 2021
 We are now accepting registration applications for 
our Kindergarten students turning 5 years old prior to 
October 15, 2021. 
 Please contact Betsy Clark, our school secretary at 
827-1544 ext 3602 or Betsy.Clark@rsu34.org  for more 
information or questions. Parents can drop by be-
tween 8 am and 4 pm to pick up a registration packet 
at school. If you have a child that attends OTES 
already, let us know and we can send the packet of 
information home with your child. 
 Children registering must have the following infor-
mation 
  •	 original	birth	certificate	(we	will	make	a	copy)
  •	 up	to	date	immunization	record	(we	will	make	a	copy)
  •	 proof	of	residency	(a	bill	with	your	name	and	ad-
dress	indicated)
 Our screening dates will be set for June and further 
information will be shared at a later date.

       —Dr. Jeanna Tuell, Principal, OTES

 Third graders enjoyed building, coding, and prob-
lem solving as part of a winter science unit. 

	 The	Lego	robotics	sessions	are	definitely	a	crowd	
pleaser	at	OTeS!

Bottom: Julia inspects her Drop and Rescue setup in action. Top Right: Cassidy and Corey problem solve some mechanical 
issues with their floodgate design.

loGGInG mUral For old ToWn—Jessica Gilbert’s third grade class learned about how the logging industry shaped Old Town.  They created a river scene with information 
about logging past and present. 

Ella poses with her Lego buddy, Milo.

Lego Robotics 
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            Auction items listed below (more to come)
   Reserve 
Donor Item Value Bid 
Old Town Rotarian Picnic Table / convertible bench      
Old Town Rotarian Maine Bicentennial Quilt $250.00 $50.00   
Old Town-Orono YMCA One Year Family Membership $504.00     
Kim Corey Gift Certificate - Finely Sorted Organizing $130.00     
Old Town Canoe Loon 106 Kayak, Paddle & Life Jacket $900.00   
Old Town Rotarian Wooden cherry hand and foot 
      card game box with cards $40.00     
Rachel Peterson  Watercolor Painting Priceless     
Rachel Peterson  Watercolor Painting Priceless     
Brunette Catering Wedding cake or cupcakes for 200 people $400.00     
Harvey RV YETI Roadie 24 Hard Cooler $199.00     
Old Town Rotarian Adirondack Rocking Chair 
      custom made by Forrest Dudley $175.00     
Old Town Rotarian Humorus Nut Prints       
Box of Maine Box of Unique Maine Items $64.99     
Alex Gray (2) Kanu Gift Certificate for $100 each $200.00     
Lisa Lord & Laurie Macleod (13) Stone Pendants 65.00 each     
Helena Bosse Framed Original Watercolor Painting $400.00     
Cyr Bus Lines (2) Cyr Northstar Tour Gift Certificates  $150 each      
Old Town Rotarians Gift Certificate Morin Fuel $100.00     
Old Town Rotarians  Strip Quilt by Denise Sullivan  $200.00 $50.00   
Old Town Rotarians  Cradle filled with new baby items $200.00 $100.00   
Melissa Ladenheim Painted Scarf, pot holder and salsa preserves $30     
Marianne Pierfederici Framed oil on canvas painting 
      of lighthouse and ship  $200  
Old Town Rotarian Fishing trip on the Penobscot River $200.00     
Cooper Ellsworth  1943 Mosin-Nagant M30 Rifle 
      with 440 rounds ammunition $600.00    
Cooper Ellsworth  Yugoslavia SKS 
      with 120 rounds ammunition $720.00     
Old Town Rotarian  Gold Necklace & Earring Set $15.00     
Old Town Rotarian  Turquoise Necklace & Earring Set $15.00     
Old Town Rotarian  Amber Necklace & Earring Set $15.00     
Sarah’s House Colorful pinwheel star Quilt $200.00 $50.00   
Old Town Rotarian  Player Piano with 83 Music Rolls $1,500.00 $300  
Old Town Rotarian  Echo Dot $50.00     
Old Town Rotarian  4 in 1 Power Pack $70.00      
Old Town Rotarians  “Date Night” Gift Package: 
      Gift certificates to Woodman’s Brew 
      Pub (Dinner), Wisteria Floral (Flowers), 
      Spotlight Cinemas (Movie), 
      Governor’s (Dessert) $115.00   
Old Town Rotarian 30” Hampton Bay Outdoor 
      Fire Pit and Enviro-log  $115.00     
Old Town Rotarians Tommy Bahama Beach Cabana, 
      big ol’ fish pillow, & sunscreen $75.00   
Old Town Rotarian  Old Town Trading Post Gift Certificate $100.00      
TCTW Physical Therapy (2) 1 Hour of BODY WORK (physical or
     Old Town & Hampden)      message therapy) targeting an 
      area of discomfort $120 each  
Old Town Rotarian Kissimmee FL 1 week vacation rental 
      condo “The Sweet Spot” sleeps 16, 
      available Sept. 6 - Nov. 18, 2021 $2,100.00 $1,000   
Dunnett’s Appliance Kitchen Aid Cold Brew Coffee Maker $99.00     
Old Town Rotarian Beer / wine caddy with beverages                 Live only / not online
Casella Maple Breakfast Basket  $170.00     
Casella Maple Breakfast Basket  $170.00     
Old Town Rotarian  Wooden Flower Box (indoor) $25.00     
Old Town Rotarian  Wooden Flower Box (indoor) $25.00     
Casella Disposal of 5 tons of construction/demolition 
      debris at Juniper Ridge Landfill $425.00     
Casella  30 cubic yard roll off up to 4 tons of 
      construction/demolition debris 
      in Bangor/Old Town area. Rental 
      after 1st week at $5/day. $500.00    
Old Town Rotarian Cookware set
Owen J. Folsom Inc. 5 cubic yards of redi-mix concrete $500.00 

Here’s the list of bike winners!
Kindergarten:	Tanner	Smith,	Nattilyn	Bryant,	Madilynn	Smith,	Jayce		
 Hathaway
1st Grade: Sierra Babineau, Charlotte Ocasio, Johnny Greene, Declan Crowley
2nd Grade:	Chloe	Lane,	Nilaya	Ouellette,	Hayze	Hickman,	Josh	Knapp
3rd Grade:	Keagan	Benson,	Tripp	Murray,	Natalie	Dill,	Aliyah	Foster
4th Grade:	Lily	Anderson,	Hadley	Sherwood,	Mason	poitras,	James	
 Babbitt
5th Grade:	Shaday	Navaro,	Michael	Bagril,	DJ	Davis.	Brianna	Hyson	
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AES students celebrate Dr. Seuss

FamoUS maIne PeoPle—Rosalee Winter (left) and Carsen Kennedy (right) present their slides in the Famous Maine People slideshow presentation at AES. Students 
researched and prepared their slides with facts about their person. Rosalee’s slide show was about Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, while Carsen talked 
about James G. Blaine, who represented Maine in the House of Representatives from 1863 to 1876 and as a U.S. Senator from 1876 to 1881.

ALTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Cheryl Leonard, Principal
394-2331

 As part of our Dr. Seuss 
celebration week, students in 
first grade at Alton Elementary 

School enjoyed listening to 
Hop on Pop read by Mrs. 
Paradis and played some fun 

“Minute to Win It” games.
 The first graders at AES also 
enjoyed making Oobleck!

Danny Pelletier and Reed Dykstra make Oobleck.

Allison Grindle (above) and Nora Racine play a “Minute to 
Win It” game, moving pieces of cereal from one plate to 
another with a straw.

CHallenGer learnInG CenTer—Students in Ms. LaFrance’s class remotely joined with The Challenger Learning 
Center to explore which of Mars’ moons would be suitable as a base to send a spacecraft back and forth to Mars. Along 
the way they were met with challenges such as an oxygen leak and a solar storm that cut off communication. The 
students had to problem solve, collect data and collaborate with each other.



May 2021     RSU 34 Community Connections     Page 25_______________________________________________________ 
Kindergarten students at AES: candy-heart math games for Valentine’s Day, 
bird feeders for chickadees, art projects with recycled items

By Jill Wilcox
Kindergarten 
Teacher, AES

 On Valentine’s Day 
we celebrated with 
the usual card swap 
and	cookies,	but	we	
also had special math 
activities. We used 
candy hearts to create 
STEM challenges. One 
of the activities was to 
see how many candy 
hearts	we	could	stack	
on each other before 
they fell over. 17 candy 
hearts was the winning 
number!	We	also	got	
to sort them by color 
before we were allowed 
to	eat	a	few!

 In the Kindergar-
ten classroom during 
our unit on Winter 
Animals, we learned 
about birds and how 
they adapt to our cold 
winters. We decided as 
a	group	to	make	them	
some bird feeders so 
they would have food 
to enjoy. We each made 
a ball of suet and hung 
them on our crabapple 
trees on our school 
grounds. We went out-
side	each	day	to	check	
on them. We noticed 
that they did not last 
long!!	We	have	a	group	
of	hungry	chickadees	
that	visited	often!

 In the month of 
March we dedicated 
our learning to Re-
cycling. We learned 
what items could be 
recycled, how they 
are recycled, and how 
can we reuse items. 
The	kindergartners	
made art projects with 
recycled paper towel 
holders and bottle 
caps. We also learned 
how to reduce the 
trash in our class-
room. Another one of 
our projects was to 
make	an	object	that	
is useful to us using 
only recycled items. 
This was a project 
done at home with 
their parents. They 
each brought in their 
item to share with the 
class. Then we made 
a recycle museum out 
in the hall for all the 
school to see. We had 
many interesting projects. For 
example, a bird feeder made with 

tin	cans;	a	fire	truck	toy	made	out	
of cardboard and old toy parts; a 

rocket	ship	made	from	a	laundry	
bottle; a drum made out of an old 

bucket;	another	bird	feeder	made	
from	a	recycled	milk	jug.	
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By Trysha Lunn, 
Guidance Counselor

 The students at Alton Elementa-
ry School and the Viola Rand School 
participated	in	the	Hero	Squad	
Program. This program is formerly 
known	as	pennies	for	patients	and	
was	created	by	the	Leukemia	and	
Lymphoma	Society	to	help	individu-
als with cancer. 
 Both schools participated in this 
program during the month of March 
and	kicked	off	this	exciting	event	
with	a	spirit	week!	each	day,	stu-
dents would bring in change accord-
ing to the designated spirit day. The 
coins would go towards their class 
total for the school coin war. 
 Students had fun with this event 
and understood the importance 
of	their	effort!	In	total,	the	Viola	
Rand	School	raised	$987.70!	Alton	
Elementary School raised a total of 
$1,385.35!	We	are	so	appreciative	of	

AES second grade student, James 
Duperry, proudly displaying his coin 
donations!

Mrs. Berube’s first grade class were the winners of the class coin war with a total of 
$234.50!  Left to right: Aria Gould, Gabby Layman, Kaden Sirois, John Auclair, Kaiya 
Buck 

the	kindness	and	generosity	of	our	
school communities and proud of 

our	students!	
	 As	a	thank	you	for	their	hard	

work,	all	students	received	frozen	
yogurt and the winners of the class 

coin	war	received	an	extra	recess!	
great	job	AeS	and	VRS!

Liam Millett, Presten Cyr, and Lindsey Chambers check out a math game.

Connor Wilcox investigates a math game. Connor Wilcox and Gage Dean.

Caiden Jackson, Amiyah Hursh, Gage Dean with a math game from the AES Library

Kindergartners Gavin Carroll and Lindsey Chambers practice their letters.Danny Pelletier, 1st grade, writes a “d” on the screen,

 Math games for 
all ages have been 
added to the AES li-
brary and are avail-
able	to	check	out	to	
students	just	like	
our	books.		So	far	
they have been a big 
hit	in	Mrs.	Vafiades’	
room!		Students	
have	asked	for	
games every day 
since they started 
playing them a 
couple	of	weeks	ago.	
We hope to see the 
games	flying	off	the	
shelves and going 
home very soon.

 AES has a new smart TV for 
teachers and students to use.  
Mrs.	Vafiades	is	breaking	it	in	
with	her	kindergarten	and	1st	
grade students practicing letter 
formation. All of her math groups 
for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades have 
also been using it.  We haven’t 
even scratched the surface with 
the number of different engaging 
and fun activities that this new 
technology will support.

AES, VRS students participate in Hero Squad Program to help people with cancer

AES has new
smart TV for
students, teachers

Math games available for check-out in AES library
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VIOLA RAND SCHOOL, BRADLEY
Cheryl Leonard, Principal, 827-2508

By Erin Vose
 Students at the Viola Rand School 
were busy learning about the proper-
ties of materials in the early month of 
April. They were put to the challenge 
of building a strong and sturdy 6” tall 

tower using only 20 index cards and 16 
paper clips. After the tower was built, it 
had to be tested for strength and sturdi-
ness. Students were eager and excited to 
face this challenge. Happily, each group 
ended	in	success!!	

By Kelly Berube, 
1st Grade Teacher, VRS
 First grade students 
at the Viola Rand School 
culminated their solar 
system unit, by visiting the 
Versant Planetarium at 
the UMaine campus. They 
attended a show called 
“Secret of the Cardboard 
Box,” which is an inter-
active presentation that 
teaches about each planet, 
the moon and the stars. 
Students also got to use a 
special scale that showed 
how much they weighed 
on	various	planets!	This	
was	an	amazing	experience	
and a great way to end our 
unit!		 Solomon Milligan gives this 

experience a “thumbs up!”
Second and third picture captions- Students sitting in the theatre anxiously waiting for the show to 
begin… socially distanced of course!

Happenings in Second Grade:

Viola Rand 1st graders visit Versant Planetarium for show about planets, moon, stars
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VRS 3rd graders
research animals, 
create dioramas

By Marion Young-Talon
 The one hundredth day of school is always 
a day to celebrate; one hundred days of learn-
ing, 100 days of friendship and 100 days of 
growing together as a group. However; this 
year seems to have a different meaning; it is 
one	hundred	days	of	working	together	in	a	
school through a pandemic that could close us 
down at a moments notice. This year seems 
to have a bit more emotional value added to 
it.	My	students	in	pre-k	stood	up	to	the	chal-
lenge and I could not be prouder of them. We 

celebrated the 100th day in many ways, but 
their favorite activity by far was becoming 
architects when building with 100 cups. They 
worked	on	balancing	the	cups,	designing	the	
shape that they wanted, sharing with peers 
and	definitely	resilience	when	the	cups	fell	
and they had to start all over again. This ac-
tivity	was	a	popular	one	and	is	still	requested	
often as we roll into Springtime. I am so 
grateful for our many days of in person learn-
ing	and	I	look	forward	to	ending	the	year	just	
as strong.                                                   

Pre-K Celebrates 100 days of in-person learning

By Brianne Harper, VRS 
 Third-graders at Viola Rand 
Elementary School did a research 
project on an animal of choice. 
 The students found information 
on their animal’s biome, habi-
tat, food resources, life cycle, and 
geographical location among other 
things. 
 To wrap up their research, stu-
dents	were	asked	to	create	a	di-
orama of their animals’ habitat and 
then gave presentations on both 
their research and their dioramas. 
 This was such a fun way for stu-
dents to teach their classmates all 
about their animals. 

Aleyah and Braden. John stacks his cups.

Ryland and Vito create a perfect cup pyramid.

Reilly Farquhar

Nick Baker Palwasha Qazi
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Viola Rand students earn tokens 
for healthy snacks, club walks
	 Viola	Rand	recognizes	good	nutri-
tion, healthy eating, and physical activ-
ity.  Throughout the year students can earn 
tokens	when	bringing	healthy	snacks	and	
participating in monthly themed mileage 
club	walks.		This	new	year	students	partici-
pated	in	the	“Healthy	Heart	Run”,	“Shamrock	
Shuffle”,	and	the	“Raindrop	Romp”.

During VRS Spirit Week students enjoyed new winter toys and snow cones on Winter Wonderland Wednesday sponsored by PRIDE.

Brooklyn Gallant

The PM Pre-K class

Cassandra Brooks, Dezirae Tinkle with Mrs. Gifford

Greyson Colby, Scilla Cram, Michael Rodgerson, Haleigh 
Dubois, Lilly AveryMrs. Gifford, Ms. LeonardMichael Rodgerson, Ryker Austin
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City Manager: Several major 
projects on the horizon for 2021

Bill Mayo

 The City is entering the spring 
2021-22 budget cycle. To date, there 
have	been	five	Finance	Committee	
meetings, presentations by each de-
partment to the 
Council and the 
first	reading	of	
the City budget 
scheduled for 
May 3. Below 
is a general 
breakout	of	the	
proposed bud-
get the Council 
is considering.
Bonding
 The City is considering a bond 
of $3,000,000. The current rates for 
City	bonding	are	around	3%.	The	fi-
nal award of the bond by the Council 
should have a rate below 3%. This is 
an opportunity for the City to move 
forward several important projects. 
Paving – Part of the bond is desig-
nating $1,700,000 in road paving/
sidewalk	projects	for	this	summer.	
There is an additional $500,000 
of paving from last year’s projects 
starting in May. CDD (Construction 
Demolition	Debris)	Landfill	–	part	
of the bond is designating $800,000 
for	removal	of	the	CDD	Landfill	
at the City Transfer Station. This 
will be mined and moved to Juni-
per	Ridge	Landfill.	The	City	CDD	
Landfill	is	not	lined	and	needs	to	be	
closed.	The	City	has	been	working	
with Maine DEP to get this done for 
several years. Once this is removed, 
this 3-acre site will be available for 
redevelopment. Fiber – The remain-
ing	$500,000	is	designated	for	fiber/
broad band connection for the entire 
City. Old Town has an opportunity 
to connect all residences in the City 

over	the	next	2	years	to	fiber.	There	
is a project that has been on-going 
with Orono, U Maine, and Old Town. 
An oversight board (OTO Fiber) was 
formed several years ago and began 
working	toward	having	fiber	in	Old	
Town and Orono. There is an IT pro-
vider	that	is	currently	working	on	a	
fiber	project	in	Old	Town,	basically,	
for most of the Marsh Island area of 
Old Town. The $500,000 will allow 
extension beyond this area and be a 
potential match for federal and State 
dollars to extend to all of Old Town. 
The past year (pandemic) moved the 
fiber	issue	ahead	and	is	a	critical	
part of the City’s infrastructure for 
businesses, education, and residents. 
The Council is focused on getting 
fiber	to	residents	and	businesses	in	
Old Town over the next 2 years. 
Budget
 Part of this year’s budget is the 
bond	work	mentioned	above.	There	
are a number of factors going into 
this year’s budget that put the City 
in	a	positive	position.	Last	year	the	
City	chose	to	make	assumptions	that	
there would be a downturn in the 
economy and that revenues would go 
down. It was discussed and decided 
by	the	Council	to	take	those	potential	
losses in last year’s budget with the 
chance that if the economy did not 
falter during the pandemic the City 
would be in a much better position 
going into 2021-22. Because of that 
strategy the City will be able to put 
money	into	Heavy	equipment	Re-
serve, Facility Reserve, IT Reserve, 
and fund balance. For the second 
consecutive year the City will spend 
zero	dollars	from	fund	balance	in	the	
City’s operating budget. There is a 
potential part-time to full time posi-

tion	in	the	library	and	public	works	
department and the airport is adding 
a part-time position. The Council is 
looking	toward	transitioning	a	4th	
crew	to	the	fire/ambulance	service.	
All area departments (Bangor, 
Brewer,	Hampden,	Orono,	and	Lin-
coln) operate in this manner except 
Old Town. This will be an on-going 
process beginning July 1 and will 
take	most	of	the	2021-22	budget	year	
to try and complete this transition. 
With all these changes and the bond 
projects	going	on	the	biggest	question	
that the Council has had and that 
citizens	will	have	is,	what	will	be	the	
impact to the tax rate? Based on the 
first	reading	of	the	budget	held	May	
3 the tax rate, at a minimum, will 
decrease 4% from $22.86 to $21.99. I 
believe	when	the	Council	finalizes	the	
budget it will decrease further than 
the initial estimate of 4%. There are 
2 additional revenue sources that are 
not included in this year’s budget. 
Municipal Revenue Sharing appears 
that	it	may	be	funded	back	to	the	
5%	required	by	law,	retroactively	to	
January 1, 2021. If that happens, 
the City will receive several hundred 
thousand dollars above the current 
budget projection. Secondly, the Co-
vid Relief Act will provide Old Town 
an additional $746,000 in revenue. 
The	first	half	will	be	paid	to	the	City	
in September of 2021 and the second 
half paid in September of 2022. The 
City Council is discussing possible 
reserve funding for infrastructure 
projects. Those discussions are just 
starting, no decisions have been made 
at this point. 

By Laura Engstrom, 
City Clerk

RSU 34 School Budget Election will 
be	June	08,	2021	from	7:00	am	–	
8:00	pm	at	the	
elks	Lodge,	37	
Fourth Street.  
There are no 
referendum 
questions	on	
the Ballot for 
this Election.   
Plan on get-
ting married 
this summer? 
Call or email to 
request	an	appointment	to	file	your	
intentions and get your license. All 
documents and instructions are un-
der	the	City	Clerk	tab	on	our	City	of	
Old Town Website.   
Nomination	papers	will	be	available	
starting Aug. 19, 2021 @ City Hall, 

Laura Engstrom

265 Main Street for two open seats 
on the City Council and four open 
seats on the School Board. Signed 
papers need to be returned by Sept. 
02,	2021	by	4:00	pm.	The	State	and	
Municipal	election	will	be	held	No-
vember	02,	2021	at	the	elks	Lodge,	
37 4th Street.
Free	Yoga	in	the	Riverfront	park	
will	be	going	on	Fridays	from	5:30	
pm	–	6:30	pm,	starting	7/01/2021-	
08/30/2021.	OHM	Land	Yoga	will	
be teaching the class as part of the 
Summer Across Maine program 
where they are using the restor-
ative power of the outdoors to help 
heal our communities from the 
perils of Covid.
Any	questions	please	contact	me	the		
	 City	Clerk	of	Old	Town:
	 Laura	engstrom
 Lengstrom@old-town.org
 207-827-3965, ext 105

City Clerk: Successful election in 2020; 
Dog licences; Online options at City Hall

By Danielle Berube, 
Finance Director 

	 The	City	website	offers	citizens	the	
ability to re-regis-
ter vehicles, pay 
taxes and sewer 
fees, purchase 
hunting	and	fish-
ing licenses, and 
re-register ATV, 
snowmobile, and 
boat registrations 
with the on-line 
portals.  
Upcoming due dates:
 30-day notices will be mailed in 
May for any unpaid 2021 tax bills 
with liens issued in June. 
2021 Waste Water Pollution 
Billing:
 January-March  April 30
 April-June  July 31
 July-September October 31
 October-December  January 31
General Assistance Office 
 General Assistance is a service 
administered by the municipality 
for the immediate aid of persons 
who are unable to provide the basic 
essential necessities to maintain 
themselves or their families.  
	 The	general	Assistance	office	oper-
ates by appointment only on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.  
 General Assistance can be 
reached at 827-3991, ext. 107, or by 
email at otwelfare@old-town.org.

City website offers 
payment options

Danielle Berube



May 2021     RSU 34 Community Connections     Page 31_______________________________________________________ 

By David Smith
Pollution Control 
Superintendent

     Flushable baby wipes are 
causing problems for wastewater 
treatment plants across the nation.  
Old Town is not an exception.  This 
is a problem 
that the Pol-
lution Control 
Staff has been 
dealing with 
more and more 
frequently.			 	
 What are so 
called	flushable	
baby wipes 
and why are 
they causing problems?  Flushable 
wipes are baby wipes, disinfecting 
wipes, paper towels, and anything 
that	should	not	be	flushed.		They	
do	not	break	down.		In	fact	they	
cause	sewer	lines	to	back	up,	sewer	
pumps to plug, and cause dam-
age	to	treatment	plant	equipment.		
This results in costly repairs, 
shorter	pump	and	equipment	life,	
and	fines	from	the	Department	of	
Environmental Protection.
					Flushable	wipes	do	not	break	
down	and	they	do	not	flow	through	
the sewer collection system pipes.  
They collect together and cause 
sewer pipes to plug.  This results 
in	sewer	back-ups	and	illegal	sewer	
overflows.		Sometimes	it’s	the	ho-
meowner’s private sewer line that 
plugs up.  When this happens it 
the homeowner’s responsibility to 
pay to unplug it.  
 Usually the plugs happen in the 
City’s main sewer lines.  When a 
main	sewer	line	plugs	it	backs	up	
the system.  Sometimes sewage 
will	back	into	homeowner’s	base-
ments and sometimes sewage will 
discharge through manhole covers.  
These are considered illegal sewer 
overflows	and	are	subject	to	fines.
     Old Town has several pump 
stations throughout town.  Flush-
able wipes plug the pumps.  When 
pumps	plug	frequently	it	results	
in excessive wear and tear.  The 
pump life is shortened.  This 
results in expensive repairs.  If 
you	are	talking	about	a	few	pumps	
maybe it wouldn’t be that bad but 
Old Town has 18 pumps through-
out town.  Rebuilds cost anywhere 

from $3,500 to 
$15,000 each.  This 
is starting to be a 
financial	burden	for	
the Pollution Control 
Facility.
     The Pollution 
Control Facility has 
numerous pieces of 
equipment	through-
out the Facility to 
treat wastewater.  
This	equipment	is	not	
designed to treat the 
flushable	wipes	that	
make	it	to	the	plant.		
These	flushable	wipes	
cause problems and 
damage	equipment.		
This also results in 
shorter	equipment	
life and expensive 
repairs.
     Many municipali-
ties are dealing with 
this problem.  Some 
have	had	major	break	
downs or pump sta-
tion failures.  Some 
have had illegal 
sewer	overflow	dis-

Flushable wipes causing major headaches 
for Old Town’s Pollution Control Facility

David Smith

problem in all waste water systems 
across the country.

*   *   *
 City Manager Bill Mayo points 
out that this is a nation wipe prob-
lem that includes Old Town.  Staff 
at the Pollution Control Facility 
dealing	with	this	on	a	frequent	
basis.		In	a	recent	two-week	pe-

riod, we had a main sewer line on 
Main	Street	plug	and	back	up.		On	
a Friday, the staff removed a 6-8 
inch ball of rags and wipes from 
one of our Stillwater Avenue Pump 
Station pumps.  A few days later 
staff removed a clump of rags and 
wipes	from	our	influent	channel	
that	filled	a	5-gallon	bucket.		

This is a picture of a clump of rags/wipes that the Old Town Pollution Control Staff recently removed from 
our influent channel.  This clump is not all  wipes, but what happens is once the wipes start balling up, 
other material that normally would normally pass through our system clings to it.

charges of raw sewage in the mil-
lions of gallons.  These discharges 
have resulted in thousands of 
dollars	in	fines.		Old	Town	is	trying	
not to be one of these communities.  
So	we	are	asking	the	citizens	of	Old	
Town	and	Milford	to	stop	flushing	
flushable	wipes.		Flushable	wipes	
are baby wipes, Clorox disinfecting 
wipes, paper towels, and anything 
that	should	not	be	flushed.		

*   *   *
 The labels on some wipes, such 
as Clorox disinfection wipes, say 
they	shouldn’t	be	flushed.	The	
labels on other wipes, such as the 
flushable	wipes	that	are	sold	at	
Walmart,	say	that	the	fibers	are	
biodegradable in water, so it’s 
OK	to	flush	them.	The	problem,	
however,	is	that	even	if	the	fibers	
are biodegradable, the wipes don’t 
break	down	fast	enough	in	our	
waste	water	system	to	keep	a	12	
inch main from clogging. 
 As the wipes become saturated 
and balled together in the sewer, 
the obstruction tends to build 
quickly.	Some	sewer	systems,	such	
as	Brewers,	have	had	overflows	

large enough 
that they 
had to pay 
a $30,000 
fine	for	the	
discharge. 
 If the 
flushable	
wipes get 
through the 
sewer system, 
the	fibers	
will probably 
break	down	
and biode-
grade even-
tually. How-
ever, when 
they clog 
together, they 
pose a major 

DON’T FLUSH THESE—The Clorox Wipes label says “don’t flush.” 
The flushable wipes are supposed to be biodegradable, but they 
don’t break down fast enough to prevent them from clogging up a 
12” sewer main.

Flushable wipes are a nationwide problems that has been the subject of several articles in the Washinton Post, which quotes utilities spokesmen as saying that the wipes twist into 
ropy wads, either in a home’s sewer pipe or miles down the line, causing sewage to back up into basements or overflow into streams. The photo at left shows an estimated 160 
pounds of congealed wipes that workers pulled from a 12-inch sewer pipe in Acostia, MD. The photo at right shows wipes and other debris collected at a pumping station in Maryland.



Page 32     RSU 34 Community Connections      May  2021________________________________________________________

The Peace Pole Park project.

The new Pop-Up Village will be located at 211 Main Street, a city-owned lot between the Penobscot County 
Federal Credit Union and Riversedge Chiropractic. The village is expected to be open in June 2021.

Spring, summer a busy time at the Assessor’s office
By Travis Roy
Assessor and 

Assistant City Manager
 Spring/Summer is a busy time 
for	the	assessor’s	office.	
 We have 
received and 
will audit 
over 120 
personal 
property ac-
counts. These 
accounts are 
for Old Town 
businesses 
and busi-
nesses	that	lease	equipment	to	Old	
Town businesses.
	 We	will	work	continue	to	work	
with businesses to assist in get-
ting	their	filings	completed	and	to	
complete	the	Business	equipment	
Tax Exemption (BETE) Program 
application process.
	 If	you	have	any	questions	about	
the BETE program, please let us 
know.	
 As Summer arrives, we will be 
out inspecting all properties that 
have had a building or demolition 
permit in the last year.  Always 
feel free to call ahead for an ap-
pointment	or	email	us	your	ques-
tion, and we will be glad to assist. 
 If you need a copy of a property 

are in place in the State of Maine.  
None	of	the	proposed	bills	will	
reduce your exemptions already 
in	place.		Several	of	the	bills	seek	
to increase the homestead exemp-
tion,	while	others	seek	to	expand	
the veteran’s exemption.  Only 
time	will	tell	what	the	Legislature	
decides to do.

Commitment of Taxes
 The commitment of taxes usu-
ally	occurs	in	the	first	week	of	
August. 
	 The	commitment	process	takes	
up most of the summer, as new 
data is entered, and existing data 
is reviewed.  We were not able to 
visit new construction homes in 
2020, so we will be out to try to 
inspect these in 2021. 
 The tax bills typically mail 
out the in the middle of August, 
with due dates in September and 
March.
Property Transfers – 
	 The	assessor’s	office	receives	
property transfer documents from 
the State of Maine, about every 2 
months.		We	make	the	updates	as	
they come in.

Online Real Estate 
Information
 All our real estate property 

By EJ Roach
Economic Development

Director

211 Main Street Market: 
Pop-Up Village:
 The City of Old Town has de-
veloped a “pop-up shop village” 
that allows for small businesses 
to enter the 
downtown com-
mercial	market	
by reducing 
the economic 
barriers that 
can exist with 
larger	brick	and	
mortar facili-
ties. 
 Students 
at the United Technology Center 
(UTC) in Bangor are building 12’ X 
16’ sheds for these small seasonal 
businesses to set up shop. This tem-
porary	village	will	take	advantage	
of vacant space owned by the City. 
If more permanent development 

needs to occur, 
these shops can 
be relocated to 
another location 
within the Down-
town. 
 The Main 
Street Village, 
located at 211 
Main Street, is 
expected to be 
open in June 
2021 and will be 
home to sev-
eral local shops, 
including a local 
ice cream shop, a 
sports card and 

EJ Roach

Old Town Development LLC:  Pop-Up Village, Peace Pole Park project

card	or	deed	please	let	us	know	
and we can email it to you.

FY 2021 & FY 2022 
Mill Rate 
 The mill rate for the municipal 
tax rate is set via a State of Maine 
form that calculates the allowable 
mill rate range.  Once the munici-
pality’s budget is complete the as-
sessor enters the municipal budget 
number, the RSU 34 invoice for Old 
Town’s share of their budget, and 
the County Tax number into this 
tax rate calculator.  This process 
will produce the mill rate that is 
necessary to cover the costs men-
tioned above.
	 The	FY	2021	mill	rate	is	$22.86	
per $1,000 in valuation.
 This is the 3rd year in a row 
that	the	mill	rate	remained	flat.
	 The	FY	2022	mill	rate	has	not	
yet	been	finalized,	however	the	
current	municipal	budget	for	FY22	
will promote lowering the mill rate 
significantly.	This	will	be	seen	in	
the tax bill you will receive in Fall 
2021 and Spring 2022.

Property Tax Exemptions
 There are several bills in the 
State	Legislature	that	may	affect	
the property tax exemptions that 

Travis Roy

to	peace	pole	park.	
 Included in these improvements 
is a Public Mural wall that will be 
designed by Maine artist, Abigail 
Swartz.	
	 Community	input	and	feedback	
will be solicited and used to design 
a mural that represents the historic 
and cultural identity of the City. 

memorabilia	store,	a	baker’s	confec-
tionery, and a sugar confectionary. 

Peace Pole Park:
 The City collaborated with 
students	and	staff	from	Leonard	
Middle School to write and secure a 
grant funded by the Maine Humani-
ties	Council	to	make	improvements	

In addition to the 
mural, students will 
construct a historic 
walking	tour	that	
will start at the 
park	and	continue	
throughout the 
Downtown area, 
highlighting sites 
important to the 
history of Old Town.

Business As-
sistance:
 The City and the 
Old Town Develop-
ment,	LLC	have	
created several 
financial	resources	
available for busi-
ness in Old Town 
who	are	looking	to	
expand or improve 

their operations in the City. 
 These resources include low-inter-
est	loans	on	business	equipment,	real	
estate purchases, façade grants, and 
downtown business rent subsidies. 
 The City has also developed 
networks	with	several	financial	and	
business resources in the greater 
Old Town area that can assist with 
your business needs. For more 
information about these and other 
resources please contact our Direc-
tor of Economic and Community 
Development, EJ Roach via email at 
eroach@old-town.org. 

Old Town Orono Fiber:
	 OTO	Fiber	is	in	final	contract	ne-
gotiations with an Internet Service 
Provider (ISP) to provide service 
over the existing three miles of 
“dark”	fiber	that	was	installed	last	
year. Included in this contract will 
be	a	significant	amount	of	addition-
al	fiber	infrastructure	financed	by	
the private ISP. The City also plans 
to	invest	$500,000	to	provided	fiber	
to more homes and business be-
yond the private investment. More 
details can be found by visiting the 
OTO	Fiber	website.	http://www.
otofiber.com/

maps, cards and information is 
available online through the City 
of Old Town’s website at www.old-
town.org. 
 •	 Once	on	the	website	click	on	
Departments 
 • Choose Assessor
 • Scroll town and choose Real 
Estate Information
This will bring you to an outside 
GIS website that the City has 
subcontracted to maintain this on-
line presence for all our property 
information.

Assessor’s Factoid—a	“chain”	
is 
a	unit	of	measurement		equal	to	
66 feet or 22 yards.  This unit of 
measurement was invented by 
Edmund Gunter, a clergyman 
and mathematician in the early 
17th Century.  The chain unit of 
measure was common in parcel 
descriptions in the 1800s and early 
1900s.

*   *   *
 Please feel free to contact us 
with	any	questions	or	information	
needs you may have.
	 —	Travis	Roy,	CMA2	 	
  Asst City Manager/Assessor 
	 —	Lillian	Smith
  Asst Assessor
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Toddler Time will be starting up again on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. at the Gazebo in Riverfront Park.

Library now open to the public! Also, Toddler Time coming
	 The	Old	Town	public	Library	is	now	open	
to	the	public!	Feel	free	to	come	in	and	browse	
the collection or use our public internet access 
computers.	We	are	still	offering	curbside	pickup	
service	for	those	who	would	prefer	it.	Utilize	our	

catalog	to	request	items,	or	
give us a call, and we would 
be happy to help with your 
selections (207-827-3972). 

*   *   *
 Exciting news for this 
Summer!	Toddler	Time	will	
be	starting	back	up	in	May	
and will be held in the ga-
zebo	at	the	Riverfront	park	
downtown on Mondays and 

Thursdays	at	10:30	a.m.	You	may	want	to	bring	a	
blanket	or	something	to	sit	on,	and	we	will	be	ob-
serving Maine’s guidelines for face covering use 
in public settings. Some of our adult program-
ming has gone “virtual”, such as Tuesday Forum, 
the	gardening	Series,	and	book	clubs.	Hopefully,	
this	programming	will	get	back	to	in-person	at	
the library soon.

*   *   *
	 Take	advantage	of	our	“Virtual	Branch”	to	
find	video	streaming,	eBooks	and	e-Audiobooks,	
online learning, genealogy and other data base 
resources,	tickets	to	theatre	events,	our	in-house	
programming, and more.  
	 Highlights	include:
 • Kanopy	–	the	popular	on-demand	film	
streaming	service.		Use	your	OTpL	card	to	access	
more	than	30,000	of	the	world’s	best	films,	which	
can be streamed from any computer, television, 
mobile device or platform by downloading the 
Kanopy app for iOS, Android, AppleTV, Chrome-

cast	or	Roku.	Made	possible	with	James	gilman	
Memorial Funds, Kanopy also offers a wide array 
of Great Courses, and a large collection of enrich-
ing, educational, and entertaining content for 
children.
 • cloudLibrary - Want to expand your read-
ing	experience	with	eBooks	and	e-audiobooks?	All	
you	need	is	an	OTpL	card	to	gain	access	to	the	
digital	content	you	want	to	read.	Cloud	-Library’s	
easy	one-click	borrowing	is	available	for	your	
smartphone, e-reader, or computer, and you 

can	use	advanced	filtering	to	create	customized	
“shelves”, for optimal reading preferences.
 • Universal Class - Access a course catalog 
of over 500 online continuing education courses 
through Universal Class. Committed to provid-
ing	affordable,	high	quality	continuing	education,	
Universal Class uses streaming video, website 
avatars, insightful instructional content, helpful 
tutors,	and	a	social	networking	experience.
 • Ancestry Library Edition - is offering 
home access during the Coronavirus pandemic. 

The world’s most popular consumer 
online genealogy resource, this col-
lection holds billions of records in 
census data, photos, directories, vital 
records, and more.  
 • Digital Maine Library Re-
sources - a “one stop shopping” ex-
perience	for	information	on	all	kinds	
of	subjects.	You	will	find	thousands	
of	magazines,	newspapers,	and	refer-
ences available through this expan-
sive online resource.
 • Story Time & Simple Crafts 
with Miss Cindy – a great way for 
young people and their families to 
stay	connected	with	beautiful	books,	
craft activities, and Miss Cindy. 
Visit	our	YouTube	channel,	and	en-
joy lots of great story time offerings.

*   *   *
 Use our website for more informa-
tion about what’s going on at the 
Old	Town	public	Library	(old-town.
lib.me.us)	and	follow	our	Facebook	
and Instagram accounts for reading 
recommendations, lists of new items 
added to our collection, and upcom-
ing programming announcements.  

Cynthia Jennings

These are just a few of the many e-books and audio books that are available through the OTPL via cloudLibrary.

Old Town Public Library cardholders can stream movies free of charge using Kanopy.
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Update on projects that are underway (or completed) in Old Town

The new Dunkin on Stillwater Ave. next to Governor’s. The former Jefferson Street School is being renovated into 13 
apartments.

This new 14-unit apartment on Brunswick St. will be completed this summer or fall.

Public Works crews 
maintain city 
infrastructure

this has been completed.)
 •	 There	is	also	a	five	mega-watt	
solar array to be constructed on the 
Airport property.
 I am also anticipating the start 
of	at	least	five	new	dwellings	on	
pushaw—three	on	Woodland	Av-
enue	and	two	on	Lakeside	Lane.
 With the afore mentioned and 
all	of	the	unknown	projects	that	are	
sure to start up soon, I will undoubt-
edly be very busy this summer.  

*   *   *
 So, with the upcoming building 
season upon us, and the warmer 
weather that we will soon enjoy, I 
would	like	to	reiterate	the	same	ad-
vice	as	I	offered	in	the	last	quarterly:	
 •	 It	is	time	to	begin	thinking	
about all the building projects you 
would	like	to	see	accomplished	
this summer. I would suggest that 
you give me a call before you get 
to far along in the planning stages 
to determine whether a permit is 
required	and	if	your	project	is	even	
feasible / allowed. 
 I pride myself in 99% of the time 
finding	a	way	for	your	dream	to	be-
come a reality. For some construction 
projects,	such	as	siding,	roofing,	and	
fences	there	are	no	permits	required.	
However,	do	you	know	if	the	siding	
you are going over is asbestos, or how 
many layers of shingles are permit-
ted to be shingled over. Do you really 
know	where	your	property	line	is	and	
if it is true that you must put the good 
side of the fence facing your neighbor’s 
property?	What	size	does	my	new	
bedroom window need to be to meet 
egress standards. How high does the 

railing	on	my	new	deck	have	to	be	
and do I even need a railing on it? Is a 
permit	for	a	deck	or	a	shed	required?	
 The list goes on and on. Most ac-
cessory	structures,	decks,	sheds,	and	
garages	require	a	building	permit.	
Set	back	distances	from	property	
lines	vary	between	zoning	districts	
and upon an accessory structure 
being attached or detached to the 
primary structure. These are impor-
tant	items	to	find	out	before	ventur-
ing too far into a project.
 Our permit fees are very reason-
able and are assessed based upon 
the type of construction you are do-
ing. For instance, remodeling fees, 
with	no	additional	square	footage	
added	are	based	on	the	following:
 • <$1,000 of construction costs = 
$25.00
 • $1,000 -$4,999 of construction 
costs = $35.00
 • $5,000 - $9,999 of construction 
costs = $50.00

By David Russell, 
Code Enforcement Officer

 With the Spring of 2021 upon us I 
would	like	to	give	you	an	update	on	
the projects that were underway this 
past winter. 
 Sometime 
late spring or 
early summer 
you can expect 
the completion 
of	the	following:
 • The com-
pletion of the 
new cafeteria 
at	the	Leonard	
Middle School. (This should be com-
pleted in June.)
 • The completion of a fourteen-
unit apartment building on Bruns-
wick	Street.	(This	should	be	com-
pleted late summer or early fall.)
 • The completion of a new du-
plex on Main Street near the Orono 
town line. (This project has been 
completed. The developer needs to 
finish	the	groundwork.)
 • The completion of a new 
single-family dwelling on Spring 
Street. (This should be completed 
late spring or early summer.)

*   *   *
 Projects to continue or commence 
this	upcoming	summer:
 • The demolition of a dwelling 
on	perkins	Avenue	and	a	remodel	of	
a dwelling on Wilson Street. The de-
velopers	are	reconfiguring	lot	lines	
to allow for the construction of two 
new six-unit apartment buildings. 
(The developers sought approval 
from the Planning Board and City 
Council	to	change	the	zoning	desig-
nation for the property from R-1 to  
R-2 to allow for greater density.) 
 • The construction of two new 
three-unit apartment buildings on 
Brunswick	Street.	(This	project	will	
commence early summer.)
 • The conversion of the old Jef-
ferson Street School into a thirteen-
unit apartment building. (The 
developer	is	finalizing	the	interior	
layout of the dwelling units.)
 • The remodel of the old Tim 
Hortons which is the new location 
for	Dunkin	Donuts.	(As	you	know,	

2021 Old Town Proposed Paving 
Location Start End length(ft) width(ft) depth(in) Surface Treatment
College Ave Ext Gilman Falls Gravel 2660 24 1.5 1.5" Shim/overlay
W Kirkland Rd Rt 43 Gravel 7532 24 1.5 1.5" shim/overlay
Kirkland Rd Poplar Gravel 6002 24 1.5 1.5" Shim/overlay
Kirkland Rd Gravel past 1st  house 1256 24 3.5 *2" 19mm / 1.5" 12.5mm
Library parking lot   105 62 3.0 remove/replace
City Hall Parking Lot   130 126 2.0 2" mill and fill
So. Spring Street Stillwater  Franklin 310 24 1.5 1.5" surface
Franklin St Spring Free 270 20 1.5 1.5" Shim/overlay
Free st Franklin Stillwater 595 18 1.5 1.5" shim/overlay
Howland Lane Main st  Fourth 460 12 1.5 1.5" Shim/overlay
Willow Main Brunswick 531 20 3.5 Reclaim/Pave, 2.5" 19mm/1' 9.5mm
Pine st Main Brunswick 498 5 2.0 sidewalk and curb only
Eaton St Main Brunswick 452 22 1.5 1.5" Shim/overlay
Prentiss St Main Brunswick 418 25 1.5 1.5" Mill/Fill/sw/curb
Dartmouth St Main Brunswick 498 22 3.5 Reclaim/Pave, 2.5" 19mm/1' 9.5mm
Park St Main Brunswick 540 22 1.5 1.5" Shim/overlay
Burnham St Main Brunswick 562 22 3.5 Reclaim/Pave, 2.5" 
             19mm/1' 9.5mm/curb/sw
Holland St Main Brunswick 402 22 3.5 Reclaim/Pave2.5" 
             19mm/1"9.5mm
Bowdoin St Main Brunswick 838 18 3.5 Reclaim/Pave, 2.5" 
             19mm/1' 9.5mm/curb/sw
Stillwater Ave* Abbott Jefferson 1836 36 1.5 1.5" mill and fill
Stillwater Ave* Abbott Jefferson 1174 5 2.0 curb both lanes sidewalk 
             on south side
Main st.* Center St Orono line 13350 40 2.0 2" mill and fill
Main st.* Center St Orono line 8875 5 2.0 curb and sidewalk on west side      
*City to Remove Existing Curb, Prep for Binder, Backfill, Loam & Seed & Prep for Sidewalk    

John Rouleau

David Russell
 • $10,000-20,000 of construction 
costs = $65.00
 • Over $20,000 of construction 
costs the fee is $4.00 per thousand 
of cost.

*   *   *
 Permit fees for additions and 
accessory structures are based on 
the	square	footage	of	the	addition	/	
structure.	We	also	require	and	issue	
both internal and external plumb-
ing permits, electrical permits, sign 
permits as well as permits for all 
commercial applications.

*   *   *
 As you can see it is an easy one 
stop shopping department for all 
your permitting needs. Please do 
not	hesitate	to	pick	up	the	tele-
phone and let me help you get your 
project	under	way.	I	look	forward	to	
lending you any assistance you may 
require.	You	may	contact	me,	David	
Russell, at 827-3965, ext. 205, or at 
drussell@old-town.org.

By John Rouleau
Public Works Director

 public	works	will	continue	to	
maintain the City’s infrastructure 
and respond to 
calls for service 
in	an	efficient	
and timely 
manner. Some 
of the ongoing 
summer main-
tenance items 
include catch 
basin cleaning 
and repairs, 
roadside vegetation management 
and ditching, maintenance and dust 
control on the remaining gravel roads 
,	street	sign	and	traffic	control	device	
maintenance,	up-keep	of	the	City’s	
six	cemeteries,	four	playgrounds	,	five	
parks	and	all	other	city	green	spaces.		
 September starts the cycle of 
preparation for an upcoming winter 
with	stockpiling	materials	and	
make	equipment	ready	for	the	in-
evitable white stuff.



May 2021     RSU 34 Community Connections     Page 35_______________________________________________________ 

Old Town Fire Rescue:  fire training, fire permits, boating safety
By Scott Wilcox

Public Safety Director
 Old Town Fire Rescue would 
like	you	to	join	us	in	welcoming	
our most recent FF/EMT members 
Craig Vendetti 
and James Sey-
mour.  Crews 
have been 
working	with	
both on our 
in-house acad-
emy to include, 
evolution of 
ladders, self-
rescue with our 
bailout	kits,	as	well	as	training	on	
search	and	rescue	techniques.

*   *   *
 This winter crews participated in 
daily	fire	trainings	and	fleet	mainte-
nance, cold water rescue training in 
a controlled environment, vehicle ex-
trication operations and RIT (Rapid 
Intervention Team) operations.  Dur-
ing RIT training crews were faced 
with	a	scenario	to	find	a	downed	
firefighter	by	following	a	hose	line	
and	audible	pASS	Alarm,	refill	air	
with	a	RIT	pack	and	package	the	
downed	firefighter	for	removal.	This	
was all performed while blindfolded.  

*   *   *
	 As	we	look	forward	to	summer	
Old Town Fire Rescue has a few 
reminders	and	safety	tips:
 • Do I need a burn permit?  
State	law	requires	a	burn	permit	be	
issued	for	all	open	fires.		You	must	be	
the owner or have the owner’s written 
permission	to	burn.		You	may	apply	
for an open burn permit online using 
the	link	provided	by	the	Maine	Forest	
Service	or	locally	at	the	fire	station	
located	at	150	Brunswick	Street.	It	is	
the	responsibility	of	the	person	seek-
ing the permit to follow all applicable 
rules and guidelines set forth on the 
forestry	website	at:		https://www13.
informe.org/burnpermit 
 • Do I need a permit for a 
cooking or warming fire in my 
back yard?	No	permits	are	required	
for	a	small	cooking	or	warming	fire.	
This	would	be	much	like	a	camp	fire	
at	a	campground.		If	the	fire	should	
cause a nuisance in your neighbor-
hood,	the	department	will	ask	you	to	
extinguish	the	fire.		An	exception	to	
this is if you live in a mobile home 
park.		The	City	of	Old	Town	has	an	
ordinance	that	states	no	open	fires	
are	allowed	in	mobile	home	parks.	
	 Both	types	of	fires	require	you	
have safety measures in place such 
as always attended, extinguishment 
capabilities, and adult supervision.  
Keep plenty of water handy and 
have a shovel available to extinguish 
any stray embers.  When you are 
done,	drown	the	fire	with	water,	
making	sure	all	embers,	coals	and	
sticks	are	completely	soaked.	Use	a	
shovel	to	move	rocks	to	check	for	em-
bers and stir/mix the coals with the 
water.		Use	the	back	of	your	hand	
to feel if the remaining coals are 
still hot. If you still feel heat, then 
add more water and stirs the coals 
repeatedly until no heat can be felt.

*   *   *
 With the weather warming up 
here are a few Boating Safety re-
minders:
 •	 A	life	jacket	(or	personal	
Flotation Device - PFD) for each 
and every person on board a recre-
ational vessel is the most important 
piece	of	equipment.		Life	jackets	

must be Coast Guard-approved, in 
serviceable condition and the ap-
propriate	size	for	the	intended	user.
 •	 Check	the	weather	before	
leaving shore and carefully observe 
changing weather. 
 • Become familiar with the wa-
ter	body,	maintain	a	proper	lookout	
and be respectful of buoys and other 
navigational aids, all of which have 
been placed there to ensure your 
safety and the safety of the boats 
around you.
 • Stay alert and be aware of oth-
ers on the water.  Always operate 
at a safe speed at all times (espe-
cially in crowded areas), stay alert 
and steer clear of large vessels and 
watercraft that can be restricted in 
their ability to stop or turn.
 •	 Avoid	Alcohol	-	Never	drink	
and	drive!		Operating	a	boat	while	
intoxicated	is	illegal.	Nearly	half	of	
all boating accidents involve alco-
hol.		Make	sure	to	designate	a	sober	

By Scott Wilcox
Public Safety Director

	 By	taking	physical	distancing	
precautions, the Old Town Police 
Department has certainly felt a 
sense of discon-
nect with many 
of you this 
winter.  A part-
nership with 
our community 
is the corner-
stone of our 
policing efforts, 
because we are 
more effective 
when	we	work	
together to stop and prevent crime. 
We	know	positive	relationships	
and interactions with law enforce-
ment	officers	create	an	environment	
where people trust their police 
department and we do our best each 
day to maintain that trust. 

Sometimes, the Paramedics of Old Town Fire Rescue are called to remote back country 
rescues.  Here they are training for insertion in the woods via “Short haul”.  They are 
suspended one hundred feet below a helicopter on rope.  This permits access to very 
rugged terrain.  (Photo credit: Alexis Marie Photography)

As the weather gets warmer, we find ourselves in around the 
waterways surrounding Old Town.  Use caution when exploring 
the beauty of our state.  Prepare for the unexpected and wear 
your PFD while boating.

Firefighters are continually training to stay proficient in their 
skills.  This drill is simulating the rescue of an injured Firefighter.

Scott Wilcox

Scott Wilcox

skipper	before	leaving	the	dock.
Along with all the previous listed 
highlights, life safety inspections of 

various properties in our commu-
nity remain a focus and priority. As 
always, our primary goal is to pro-

vide the best Fire and EMS service 
we	can	to	the	citizens	of	Old	Town	
and surrounding communities.  

 As the weather warms up you will 
see	Old	Town	officers	conducting	
bike	patrols,	we	want	to	be	visible	
and accessible to all of you. Please 
don’t	hesitate	to	flag	us	down	if	you	
have	a	question	for	us.	We	under-
stand that people sometimes have 
questions	but	may	not	call	the	non-
emergency	line	to	speak	to	an	officer.	
We are here for all of you and want 
to help in any way that we can.
 Springtime is when children and 
adults begin to spend more time 
outside	to	walk,	run,	rollerblade,	
ride bicycles or scooters.  Be on 
the	lookout	for	pedestrians	and	
bicyclists, as well as their trusty 
canines.  Provide all road travel-
ers	adequate	room.		Crosswalks	
can often be faded, so be aware of 
crosswalk	warning	signs	and	yield	
to	pedestrians	in	crosswalks.
 When	riding	a	bicycle,	keep	your	
head	up	and	look	ahead,	not	at	the	

ground. 
 •	 You	need	to	see	what	is	com-
ing up so you have time to react and 
maneuver.  
 • One person per bicycle, riding 
with unsecured passengers puts you at 
risk	for	injury	to	yourself	and	others.		
 • Ride on the right side of the 
road	in	single	file	with	space	be-
tween	bicycles,	never	against	traffic.	
Otherwise,	you	are	at	risk	for	an	
accident	–	or	a	ticket.
	 A	few	reminders	of	helmet	safety:		
 • Wearing a helmet is the best 
way to avoid head injuries in falls.  
 • Make	sure	it	covers	your	fore-
head	and	don’t	let	it	tip	back.		  
 • Always fasten the straps. 
 • Don’t wear a hat under your 
helmet. 
	 It’s	important	to	take	proper	care	
of your helmet. Damage can affect its 
ability to protect the head. If a helmet 
has been in a crash, replace it.

OTPD: Bike patrols coming; bicycle safety
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The Housing   Authority of the City of Old Town 
 The Housing Authority of the City of Old Town 
(HACOT) was formed in 1970 by the City Coun-
cil with a mission to provide decent, safe, and 
affordable	housing	to	qualified	individuals	and	
families.  Father John Anderson was an instru-
mental	community	member	who	worked	with	the	
City Council to form the Housing Authority and 
served	as	its	first	Chairman	of	the	Board.		
	 HACOT	is	considered	to	be	a	quasi-municipal	
organization	with	the	City	Council	appointing	
members to the Board of Commissioners.  Regu-
lations	require	that	the	Board	of	Commissioners	
consist	of	five	(5)	members	from	the	Old	Town	

community and two 
(2) resident members.  
     The current Board 
of	Commissioners	are:	
Margaret Comeau, 
Chair; Betty Smart, 
Vice Chair; Robert 
Stanley, Jane Stur-
geon, Victoria Wat-
kins,	Susan	Randall,	
and Dennis “DJ” 
Whitmore.
     Margaret Comeau 
was appointed to 
the Board in Janu-

ary 1972, so this is her 50th year of service to 
HACOT.  She has been an integral part of 
HACOT’s growth and success over the years.  
Thank	you	Margaret!

*   *   *
 In the beginning, the Housing Authority staff 
consisted of just the Executive Director with an 
office	at	City	Hall.		HACOT	has	grown	and	ex-
panded	over	the	years.		The	administrative	office	
is located at 358 Main Street in Old Town with a 
current staff of 19 employees.
	 The	Administration	is	led	by	Laurie	Miller,	
Executive Director. She is supported by Cath-
erine Allott, Housing Programs Director; Betty 
Sanborn,	HCV	and	Finance	Officer;	paul	Ouel-
lette, Finance Director; Jennifer Roy, Public 
Housing Manager; Theresa Gallant, Resident 
Services, Activities, and Congregate Housing Co-
ordinator; Anita Farris, Family Support Special-
ist;	and	Chelsea	Sullivan,	Leasing	and	Adminis-
trative Assistant.
 The Maintenance staff includes Martin 
Somers,	Facilities	Director;	Robert	Lane,	Mainte-
nance Supervisor; Paul Eugley, Maintenance Me-
chanic I; Keith Boucher, Maintenance Mechanic 
II;	Stephen	Crocker,	HQS	Inspector	and	CH	
Maintenance	Technician;	Lisa	Lord,	Custodian;	
and	Craig	palmer,	p/T	Laborer.	 	
  The Congregate Program includes Sandra 
Marsh,	p/T	Housekeeper;	Lucy	Curtis,	p/T	Meals	
Aide;	Linda	Milbury,	p/T	Meals	Aide;	and	Susan	
Estes, P/T Fill In Meals Aide.

*   *   *
	 Marsh	Island	Apartments	was	the	first	proper-
ty built by HACOT in 1974 and is designated for 
Elderly/Disabled residents.  Two Family Hous-
ing	sites,	located	on	Meadow	Lane	and	Anderson	
Lane,	were	constructed	in	1976.		
	 HACOT	then	began	taking	on	management	
of a number of properties and now owns and/or 
manages 244 units and administers 209 Housing 
Choice Vouchers.  
	 In	2015	HACOT	recognized	the	need	for	more	
affordable housing in Old Town.  This led to the 
formation	of	HACOT	Development	LLC	and	the	
purchase of two vacant dilapidated buildings.  
Both buildings were torn down and replaced with 
new	buildings	(Cowan	place	and	Laskey	Court),		
offering	affordable	market	rate	units.		

*   *   *
	 HACOT’s	current	list	of	properties	includes:
 • Marsh Island Apartments, elderly/disabled, 
345 Main St., Old Town, 1 BR, 50 units.
 •	 Anderson	Lane,	family,	20	Anderson	Lane,	
Old Town, 2-3-4 BR, 16 units.
 •	 Meadow	Lane,	family,	20	Meadow	Lane,	Old	
Town, 2-3-4 BR, 20 units.
 • Penobscot Terrace, elderly/disabled, 352 

Margaret Comeau

By Lance Farrar, 
Airport Manager

 As spring is now upon us things 
here at the Old Town Municipal 
Airport are gearing up for the 
summer. The 
low water in 
the river this 
spring has 
allowed us to 
start putting 
our	docks	in	
the river early. 
float	planes	
will be in the 
air soon. Float 
plane pilots will 
now be able to enjoy the new water-
front reconstruction completed last 
fall. The contractor will continue 
to	finish	up	the	final	phase	of	this	
project with the landscaping of both 
the	airports	floatplane	landing	and	
the Maine Forestry’s landing.
 To be a successful airport we 
continue to plan out projects to 
keep	the	airport	operating	at	a	high	
safety	standard.	We	have	identified	
areas of the runway, taxiway and 
apron	area	which	require	crack	seal	
and a new topcoat sealer. This not 
only	keeps	the	pilots	and	aircraft	
safer but also ensures these areas 
sustain a longer life span. 
 Also, we will be installing a 240-
foot U-drain in front of one of our 
hangars. In past years ice and wa-
ter	has	made	it	difficult	to	operate	
out of this hangar. 
 We continue to support the local 
pilots, State, Federal agencies and 
the businesses that call Dewitt 
Field home. By providing access to 
discounted aircraft parts, clean fuel 
and a safe environment to oper-
ate from. With COVID mandated 
restrictions starting to be eased we 
anticipate a busy summer and fall 
as	more	pilots	fly	from	airport	to	
airport and enjoy the great sights 
Maine has to offer.

Lance Farrar

Views of the Old Town Municipal Airport’s float plane landing area. 
Photos by Lance Farrar.

An excavator dredges out the entrance to the Maine Forestry float plane docking area at the Old Town Municipal Airport.

An excavator and bulldozer at work at the Old Town Municipal Airport’s float plane landing area. Photos by Lance Farrar.

Airport gearing up for summer
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Main St., Old Town, 1-2 BR, 41 units.
 •	 Bickmore	Manor,	elderly/disabled,	336	Main	
St., Old Town, 1 BR, 13 units.
 • Dow III, elderly/disabled, 10 Rue Boulanger, 
Old Town, 1 BR, 8 units.
 • Dow IV, family, 16 Chapman St., Old Town,  
1 BR, 8 units.
 • Cowan Place. family, 18 Chapman St., Old 
Town, 3 BR, 2 units.
 •	 Laskey	Court,	family,	9	Burnham	St.,	Old	
Town, 1-2 BR, 6 units.
 • Hillside Apartments, family, 194 Main St., 
Bradley, 1 BR, 24 units.
 • Crosby Court, elderly/disabled, Crosby St., 
Orono, 1-2 BR, 16 units.
 • Main View. elderly/disabled, 95 Main St., 
Orono, 1 BR, 24 units.
 •	 The	Meadows,	assisted	living,	110	perkins	
Ave., Old Town, 1 BR, 16 units.
 Income limits apply at all properties except 
Cowan Place and Laskey Court.  

HACOT Programs and Services
The Meadows:
 The Meadows is a 16-bed assisted living facil-
ity that has become home to many residents from 
Old Town and surrounding communities for over 
22 years.  Each private bedroom is handicapped-
accessible and offers complete assisted living 
supports services to promote maximum indepen-
dence of residents.  The Meadows provides a safe, 
caring and comfortable environment with three 
nutritious	meals	daily,	snacks,	assistance	with	
daily living activities, med management, along 
with social and leisure activities to persons that 
can no longer live independently.

Congregate Housing Services Program:
	 The	Congregate	program	allows	up	to	21	qual-
ified	residents	of	Marsh	Island	to	participate	and	
receive services through a grant from the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  
Services offered by the program include light 
housekeeping,	help	arranging	for	personal	care,	

tation	for	residents	who	need	it,	including	weekly	
trips to the local grocery stores.

Housing Choice Voucher Program (HCV)
 The HCV program assists very low-income 
families, the elderly, and the disabled to afford 
decent, safe, and sanitary housing in the pri-
vate	market.		The	Housing	Authority	currently	
administers 209 Housing Choice Vouchers within 
its jurisdiction which includes Old Town, Orono, 
Alton,	Milford,	Bradley,	Veazie,	greenfield,	
Greenbush, Stillwater and Hudson.
Since housing assistance is provided on behalf of 
the family or individual, participants are able to 
find	their	own	housing	through	local	landlords,	
including single-family homes, townhouses and 
apartments. Rental units must meet minimum 
standards of health and safety, as determined by 
the Housing Authority.
 A housing subsidy is paid to the landlord 
directly by the Housing Authority on behalf of 
the participating family. The family then pays 
the difference between the actual rent charged by 
the	landlord	and	the	amount	subsidized	by	the	
program. 

Current Landlord Incentive Programs
 As a means to boost landlord enrollment, 
spread program awareness, and increase the 
quantity	of	safe,	affordable	units	for	voucher	
holders in this area, the Housing Authority has 
been selected to receive a grant from Maine 
Housing that will be used to provide incen-
tives	for	Landlords	willing	to	participate	in	the	
Voucher Program.  The funds can be applied in 
a	variety	of	ways	including:	as	a	$750	landlord	
sign-on bonus, which will provide new landlords 
a cash incentive for enrolling into the program 
by executing a new lease with a voucher holder, 
as a repair payment to cover some of the cost of 
rehabilitating a unit to meet program criteria, a 
security deposit program to assist new voucher 
holders with being able to provide a landlord 
with	an	adequate	and	prompt	security	deposit,	
and a damage mitigation fund which landlords 

The Housing   Authority of the City of Old Town 

could access to fund repairs needed resulting 
from voucher program participation.   

Comfortably Home
 This program is designed to help income 
eligible elderly and disabled homeowners stay 
in their home longer by providing needed ac-
cessibility features, minor repairs and safety 
upgrades.  The Comfortably Home team meets 
with the homeowners at their residence to tour 
the	house	and	together	they	come	up	with	a	work	
plan that is based on what is most important 
to the homeowner.  The program is funded by a 
grant from Maine Housing and is completely free 
to an eligible homeowner. Common items com-
pleted by Comfortably Home include raised toilet 
seats,	grab	bars,	smoke	alarms,	carbon	monoxide	
detectors, hand rails, steps, cleaning dryer vents, 
and	routine	safety	checks.		This	is	the	fifth	year	
the Housing Authority has been able to offer the 
program which has expanded every year.  

Homeownership
 The homeownership program allows families 
that are assisted under the HCV program to use 
their voucher to buy a home and receive monthly 
assistance in meeting homeownership expenses.  
The HCV homeownership program is available 
only to families that have been admitted to and 
are in good standing with the HCV program.  To 
participate in the HCV homeownership program, 
the	HCV	family	must	meet	specific	income	and	
employment	requirements	(the	employment	re-
quirement	does	not	apply	to	elderly	and	disabled	
families),	be	a	first-time	homeowner	as	defined	in	
the regulation, attend and satisfactorily complete 
the pre-assistance homeownership and housing 
counseling	program	required	by	the	Housing	
Authority, and meet any additional eligibility 
requirements	set	by	the	Housing	Authority.	

Family Self Sufficiency
	 The	Family	Self	Sufficiency	program	is	a	
voluntary program the Housing Authority offers 
to HCV and Public Housing Families.  A Fam-
ily	Support	Specialist	works	with	the	Family	to	
provide the guidance and support needed for the 
family	to	increase	their	self-sufficiency,	become	
less dependent on public assistance and move 
through and out of poverty. 
 The program connects families to existing re-
sources and supports while providing them with 
tools to navigate obstacles so they may reach 
their	goals.		While	a	family	works	toward	a	final	
goal of suitable employment in a livable wage 
career,	they	have	the	benefit	of	an	escrow	ac-
count established and maintained by the Housing 
Authority. As an FSS participant increases their 
earned	income,	the	Housing	Authority	makes	
deposits into the account on the participant’s 
behalf. 
 At the completion of the FSS contract, a par-
ticipant	that	has	satisfied	the	goals	and	obliga-
tions of their contract can be eligible to receive 
the total funds held in that escrow account. 

transportation 
for errands and 
doctor’s appoint-
ments and up to 
two (2) nutritious 
meals per day.  
This program 
allows residents 
to continue living 
independently 
longer in their 
apartment as 
they need more 
help.  The Hous-
ing Authority has 
a	Trail	Blazer	
and a 12-passen-
ger bus, provided 
by The Meadows, 
which are used to 
provide transpor-
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WARRANT FOR DISTRICT BUDGET MEETING

REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT NO.34
 

 To   John Lodge, resident of Maine Regional School Unit #34 in the 
County of Penobscot and State of Maine:

 GREETINGS:  In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby 
required to notify and warn the inhabitants of Maine Regional School 
Unit #34, in said County and State, qualified by law to vote in Regional 
School Unit #34 affairs, to meet at the Old Town High School in the 
City of Old Town on May 26, 2021 at 7:00 o’clock in the evening, then 
and there to act upon the following articles to wit:

Article I: To elect a moderator to preside at said meeting.

Article II: To see what sum the RSU#34 will authorize the Board of 
Directors to expend for Regular Instruction.

Explanation:  The Regular instruction account includes expenses 
directly related to classroom teaching and learning such 
as salaries for teachers, substitutes, para-professionals, 
classroom instructional equipment, materials, supplies 
and textbooks. Also included are expenses related to 
Alternative Education, English Language Learners and 
Gifted and Talented / Chapter 104 Programs.

 
 PK-5 Regular Instruction $3,452,945.00
 6-8 Regular Instruction $1,805,042.40
 9-12 Regular Instruction $3,247,950.31
 Alternative Education $108,929.76
 English Language Learners Instruction $32,178.08
 Gifted & Talented / Chapter 104 Instruction  $337,800.78
 Board of School Directors Recommend:             $8,984,846.33

Article III: To see what sum the RSU#34 will authorize the Board of 
Directors to expend for Special Education.

Explanation: The Special Education accounts include expenses for 
direct support of Special Education Programs.

 K-5 Special Education $1,723,165.91
 6-8 Special Education  $854,815.97
 9-12 Special Education: $1,010,455.86
 Out of District Special Education $472,407.00
 Summer School Special Education: $56,316.28
 Special Education Administration: $282,977.83 

 
 Board of School Directors Recommend: $4,400,138.85

Article IV: To see what sum the RSU#34 will authorize the Board 
of Directors to expend for Career and Technical 
Education.

Explanation: The Career and Technical Education account includes 
all expenses directly related to Career and Technical 
(Vocational) Education Programs.

 United Technologies Center Assessment       $0.00
 Board of School Directors Recommend:       $0.00

Article V: To see what sum the RSU#34 will authorize the Board of 
Directors to expend for Other Instruction.

Explanation: The Other Instruction account includes expenses for After 
School Program, Summer School, Co-Curricular and 
Extra-Curricular programs.

  After School Program—K-5 $5,240.50
 After School Program—LMS $6,812.65
 Summer School—K-5 $10,147.18
 Summer School LMS $5,240.86
 After School Program OTHS $    3,144.30
 Summer School OTHS $10,793.47
 Co-Curricular OTES $3,229.50
 Co-Curricular / Extra Curricular LMS  $151,030.97
 Co-Curricular / Extra Curricular OTHS   $510,979.86
 Board of School Directors Recommend:              $706,619.29

Article VI: To see what sum the RSU#34 will authorize the Board of 
Directors to expend for Student and Staff Support.

Explanation:	 The	Student	and	Staff	Support	account	includes	expenses	
such	as	guidance,	health	(school	nurses),	libraries,	staff	
training, student assessment and instructional technology.  

 Guidance Services $551,125.19
 Library Services $352,379.31
 School Health $248,994.81
	 Staff	Training	 $212,758.29
 Student Assessment $81,073.55
 Instructional Technology $354,678.37
 Board of School Directors Recommend: $1,801,009.52
 
Article VII: To see what sum the RSU#34 will authorize the Board of 

Directors to expend for System Administration.
Explanation: The System Administration account includes expenses for 

the	Board	of	Directors,	the	Office	of	the	Superintendent	
and	Business	Office	functions.

 Board of Directors $89,833.60
	 Office	of	the	Superintendent	 $183,127.33
	 Business	Office	Functions	 $255,762.34
 Employee Wellness $1,000.00
 Board of School Directors Recommend: $529,723.27

Article VIII: To see what sum the RSU#34 will authorize the Board of 
Directors to expend for School Administration.

Explanation: The School Administration account includes expenses for 
the direction and management of the individual schools.

 Alton Elementary School $107,738.67
 Viola Rand Elementary School                   $95,492.31
 Old Town Elementary School $332,915.91
 Leonard Middle School $301,504.26
 Old Town High School $458,965.54
 Board of School Directors Recommend: $1,296,616.69

Article IX: To see what sum the RSU#34 will authorize the Board of 
Directors to expend for Transportation. 

Explanation: The Transportation account includes expenses for the 
contracted service for busing of students to and from 
school each day and special education transportation 
services.

 Transportation Contract (to and from school) $500,625.00
 UTC Transportation $25,000.00
 Special Transportation $100,902.00
 Homeless Transportation $3,000.00
 Board of School Directors Recommend:               $629,527.00

Article X: To see what sum the RSU#34 will authorize the Board of 
Directors to expend for Facilities Maintenance.

Explanation:	 The	Facilities	Maintenance	account	includes	maintenance	
of all school buildings, grounds, minor capital renovation/
construction projects, insurance, utilities, equipment and 
supplies.

 Board of School Directors Recommend: $2,082,685.73

Article XI: To see what sum the RSU#34 will authorize the Board 
of Directors to expend for Debt Service and Other 
Commitments.

Explanation: The Debt Service account includes expenses for the State 
approved / State reimbursed capital debt obligation at Old 
Town Elementary School and local debt for OTHS Art & 
Science Wing.  

 
 State Approved/Reimbursed OTES Debt $429,157.95 
 OTHS Art & Science Wing $375,995.37
 Board of School Directors Recommend: $805,153.32

Article XII: To see what sum the RSU#34 will authorize the Board of 
Directors to expend for All Other Expenditures.

Explanation: The All Other Expenditures account includes the local 
expense for food service operations.

 Board of School Directors Recommend: $50,000.00

Article XIII: To see what sum the RSU#34 will appropriate for that 
portion of the cost of funding public education from 
pre-kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential 
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Programs and Services Funding Act and to see what sum 
the RSU#34 will raise and assess as each municipality’s 
contribution to that portion of the cost of funding public 
education from pre-kindergarten to grade 12 as described 
in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act in 
accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, 
Section 15688 (Recommended amount set forth below):
Town  E.P.S. Allocation E.P.S. Amount Raised/
   RSU Assessment 

   Alton $ 1,249,392.18 $ 351,945.00
   Bradley $ 2,651,687.81 $ 903,891.67
   Old Town $ 12,318,006.57 $ 3,573,170.00
   Total $ 16,219,086.56 $ 4,829,006.67

Explanation:   The Regional School Unit #34’s contribution to the total 
cost of funding public education from pre-kindergarten 
to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and 
Services	Funding	Act	is	the	amount	of	money	determined	
by State law to be the minimum amount that the RSU#34 
must raise and assess in order to receive the full amount 
of State dollars.

Article XIV: Shall the RSU#34 raise and appropriate $ 375,995.37 
for the annual payments on debt service previously 
approved by the legislative body for non-state funded 
school construction projects, or non-state funded portions 
of school construction projects in addition to the funds 
appropriated as the local share of the school administrative 
unit’s contribution to the total cost of funding public 
education from pre-kindergarten to grade 12.

Explanation: Non-State funded debt service is the amount of money 
needed for the annual payments on long term debt for 
major capital renovation/construction projects that are 
not approved for State subsidy.  The bonding of this long-
term debt was previously approved by the voters.

 2011 OTHS Art & Science addition
 Principal:   $331,568.62
 Interest:    $ 44,426.75
 Board of School Directors Recommend:  $ 375,995.37

Article XV: Shall the RSU#34 raise and appropriate $50,000 in additional 
local funds in support of the food service program.

 Board of School Directors Recommend: $ 50,000.00
  
Article XVI: Shall the RSU#34 raise and appropriate $ 1,789,234.54 

in additional local funds for school purposes under the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, §15671-A (4), which 
exceeds the State’s Essential Programs and Services 
allocation model by  $ 1,789,234.54 as required to fund 
the budget recommended by the School Directors?

Explanation:  The additional local funds are those locally raised 
funds over and above the RSU#34’s local contribution 
to the total cost of funding public education from pre-
kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential 
Programs	and	Services	Funding	Act	and	local	amounts	
raised for the annual payment of non-State funded debt 
service that will help achieve the RSU#34’s budget for 
educational programs.

 Board of School Directors Recommend:  $ 1,789,234.54 

Article XVII: Total Budget:  To see what sum the RSU#34 will 
authorize the Board of Directors to expend for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 2022, 
from the Regional School Unit #34’s contribution to 
the total cost of funding public education from pre-
kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential 
Programs and Services Funding Act, additional local 
funds for educational purposes under the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 20-A, Section 15690, the RSU#34’s share 
of the Vocational Region Programs, unexpended balances, 
tuition receipts, State subsidy, and other receipts for the 
support of schools.

Explanation: This is a summary Article.  The amount recommended is 
the gross budget of the RSU#34.  This Article does not 
provide money unless the other Articles are approved. 

 Board of School Directors Recommend: $21,286,320.00

Article XVIII: To see if RSU #34 will appropriate $73,680.00 for adult 
education and raise $47,689.90 as the local share; with 
authorization to expend any additional, incidental, or 
miscellaneous receipts in the interest and for the well-
being of the adult education program.  

Explanation: The Adult Education account includes expenses to operate 
the local Adult Education Program and the assessment 
for the Regional Vocational Adult Education Program at 
United Technologies Center.

 Local Adult Education Program $ 69,460.41
 Regional Vocational Adult Education Program (UTC) $ 4,219.59 
 Board of School Directors Recommend: $ 73,680.00

Article XIX: Shall the Regional Vocational Operating Budget as 
approved by the Cooperative Board for the year July 1, 
2021 through June 30, 2022 be approved in the amount of 
$3,588,936.95

Explanation: Approval of the total Regional Vocational Operating 
Budget by member units is required.  This article is not 
subject to amendment from the floor.  It may be either 
accepted or rejected by the voters.  

 Board of School Directors Recommend a “YES” vote.

Article XX: Shall the Regional Vocational Adult Education Budget 
as approved by the Cooperative Board for the year July 1, 
2021 through June 30, 2022 be approved in the amount of 
$315,375.05.

Explanation: Approval of the total Regional Vocational Adult Education 
Operating Budget by member units is required.  Regional 
School Unit #34’s assessment is included in Article # 
XVIII.  This article is not subject to amendment from the 
floor.  It may be either accepted or rejected by the voters.  

 Board of School Directors Recommend a “YES” vote.

Article XXI: Shall the Region 4 (United Technologies Center) authorize 
the Cooperative Board to establish and fund a capital 
reserve account for major maintenance and improvements 
to the Region 4 facilities as year-end available fund 
balances allow.

Explanation: This article is not subject to amendment from the floor.  It 
may be either accepted or rejected by the voters.  

 Board of School Directors Recommend a “YES” vote.

Article XXII: In addition to amounts approved in the preceding articles, 
shall the RSU#34 Board of Directors be authorized to 
expend other sums as may be received from federal or 
state grants or programs or other sources during the fiscal 
year for school purposes, provided that such grants, 
programs or other sources do not require the expenditure 
of other funds not previously appropriated?

 Board of School Directors Recommend a “YES” vote.

Article XXIII:  Shall the Board of Directors/School Committee be   
   authorized to transfer $2,000,000.00 from unallocated  
                  balances at the end of the 2020-2021 fiscal year to the 
   School Capital Reserve Fund and to expend up to 
   $2,500,000.00 from said reserve fund for the purpose of  
   completion of the following projects:

   Project           Estimated Cost 
    LMS renovation  $ 2,500,000.00

Board of School Directors Recommend a “YES” vote.

Given under our hands this 12th day of May 2021

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF 

MAINE REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT NO.34

   James Dill Teagan O’Toole-Roy  
   Kelly Hasselbrack Laura Sanborn
   John Milligan Lauree Gott
   Howard Jack Moriah Geer
                                Hunter Umphrey
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 The pandemic has led to theaters 
across	the	country	including	New	
York	City’s	Broadway	productions	
to close. Unfortunately, children’s 
theaters have been no exception. 
 Four days after 2020’s March 
Drama	Festival,	life	as	we	knew	it	
at OTHS changed. Our production 
that was slated for a spring perfor-
mance	went	dark.	
 Fall and Winter were not any 
better, and in-person rehearsals 
and productions disappeared from 
existence. 
 Zoom rehearsals and gatherings 
tried	to	fill	the	void,	but	could	vir-
tual rehearsals (and shows) really 
substitute for the in-person experi-
ence of the theater? For students at 
OTHS	who	performed	pIRATeS!	
Theodore	Thud	and	the	quest	for	
Weird Beard on March 20th, the 
answer	was	“YeS!!!”.
 OTHS students were able to 
experience their love of the theater 
and scratch that ‘acting bug’ itch. 
Through innovation and creativity 
our students successfully performed 
‘virtually’ for the Maine Regional 
One-Act Festival. 
 It was an incredible experience 
to witness and to be a part of. Our 
students are living examples of the 
saying:	“the	show	must	go	on”!	
	 And	so,	it	did!!!
 Students involved in the show 
this	year:
 •	 Noel	Stormann
 • Ken Ransom
 • Emma Tupper
 •	 Meg	Levesque
 • Sophie Charles
 •	 Olive	Neely
 • Gio Pinto
 • Peter Harrington
 •	 Noah	Slauenwhite
 •	 Myah	(Rosemary)	Lavin
 • Synara Robinson
 • Ryan Kelley

Rain – Gio Pinto, Leaf – Peter Harrington, Juice – Rosemary (Mya) Lavin, Theodore Thud – Noel Stormann, Mr. Weird Beard – Noah 
Slauenwhite, Harriet the Ghost – Sophie Charles

 Theaodore Thud – Noel Stormann, Harriet the Ghost – Sophie Charles, Vinnie the Vulture – Emma Tupper

Theodore Thud – Noel Stormann, Captain Cramp Hand – Meagan Levesque, Harriet the Ghost – Sophie Charles, Mr. Weird Beard – 
Noah Slauenwhite, Polly the Parrot – Olivia Neely, Mr. Clunky Bones

Doot – Rosemary )May) Lavin, Deet – Synara Robinson, Doodle – Emma Tupper

Pierre- Synara Robinson, Penelope – Emma Tupper, Marco – Rosemary (Mya) Lavin, Theodore Thud – Noel Stormann, Harriet the 
Ghost – Sophie Charles

OTHS actors 
say the show 
must go on—
and it did, as a 
virtual one-act 
festival


