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HB364 MALINDA WHITE  

 

The bill would mandate increases in payments to owner-operator bus drivers.  The bill passed the House; there 

was testimony that owner-operator bus drivers only exist in a few districts, citing Tangipahoa and St. Tammany 

as the most significant users of owner-operator buses.  It was also noted that in both of those districts the SB 

pays higher than required supplemental salaries to those owner-operator drivers.  The bill would increase the 

mileage rate owed, however a lobbyist representing the bus drivers and the CFO of Tangipahoa SB testified in 

the House Committee that districts could lower those salaries to afford the increased mileage expense.  

Bill Status:  will likely be heard next week in the Senate Education Committee. 

 

HB211 WRIGHT  

 

As amended in the House, HB 211 will make two major public policy changes: 1. grant parents a right to appeal 

a school system’s denial of a D/F to A/B/C intra-district transfer (within district) to BESE, empowering BESE 

to override the local school district decision; and 2. will exempt inter-district transfer (between districts) 

students from the State Accountability System, which appears to violate ESSA and the LA ESSA Plan. 

While the appeal provision would not immediately impact those districts, there is still a major expansion of 

BESE authority over local school district operational decisions. BESE has expressed support for the bill. This 

could be the first step toward empowering BESE to intervene in other inherently local policy decisions, like the 

drawing of attendance zones or the definition of school capacity. Such a bill also infringes on the autonomy of 

local school systems; there is a serious question as to whether this bill is constitutional.  

The LDOE has already acknowledged that the accountability exemption language in the bill would require a 

waiver by the USDOE.  

The Chairman of Senate Education proposed an amendment crafted by the LSBA to limit BESE review to 

merely issuing a non-binding opinion on the application of the District’s D/F transfer policy, without any right 

to overrule the school district, and to remove the provision that likely violates ESSA.  However, the bill’s 

author, Rep. Wright, and the main proponents of the legislation, the Louisiana Federation for Children, objected 

to the amendment. The Chairman withdrew the amendment.  

Bill Status:  Pending Senate Floor Action. 

  

https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=240264
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Reps/members.aspx?ID=75
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=240050
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Reps/members.aspx?ID=77
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HB130 ROBBY CARTER  

 

The bill removes the “subject to appropriation” condition on a law passed over 20 years ago that would require 

seat belts in school buses.  The bill’s author has agreed to a number of amendments, including that the 

requirement only apply to the purchase of new buses after Jan. 1, 2023.  The bill would not require retrofitting 

current buses, nor would it appear to apply to the purchase of used buses.  There is a current provision of law 

that effectively prohibits the use of lap-only seat belts in buses which could restrict the capacity of new buses by 

as much as a third.  The bill’s author is requesting an amendment that would repeal the lap-belt prohibition.  

The cost of including lap-belts in the order of new buses would add approximately $1000 - $1500 to the 

anticipated cost of a new 72 passenger bus.  

Bill Status:  will likely be heard next week in the Senate Education Committee. 

 

HB411 HUGHES 

 

This bill is the result of a multi-year taskforce review of the Louisiana Student Discipline Law.  In general, this 

bill makes the current law less proscriptive by vesting more authority in School Boards to govern discipline 

through local policy rather than mandated discipline in state law. Note that not all of the current state mandated 

discipline is addressed.  The bill will also, for the first time, subject Charter Schools to the Louisiana Student 

Discipline Law. 

Another bill, HB 136 by Rep. Carpenter also makes changes to Louisiana Student Discipline Law, but was not 

vetted through the taskforce.  HB 136 has yet to be taken up on the House Floor. 

Bill Status:  HB 411 will likely be heard next week in Senate Education Committee 

______________________________________________________ 

ANOTHER HOUSE FLOOR ISSUE 

HB 352 and HB 416  HODGES 

______________________________________________________ 

These two somewhat controversial bills pertain to legislative mandates on Social Studies curriculum content. 

Currently, the State is undergoing its periodic review of content standard for Social Studies. The results of that 

review will establish benchmarks for the LEAP assessment and will drive future curriculum decisions.  The 

controversy over the bills is that they represent a Legislative interference with the regular content standards 

review process.  There is broad opposition to these bills by both traditional public school advocates and “public 

school reformers”.  These bills seemingly intrude on the system currently in place for establishing and 

reviewing state content standards.   

Bill Status:  352 - Pending House Floor Action, 416 – Pending House Floor Action. 

 

http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=239934
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Reps/members.aspx?ID=72
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=240341
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Reps/members.aspx?ID=100
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=21RS&b=HB352&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=21RS&b=HB416&sbi=y
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Reps/members?ID=64
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___________________________________________________ 

 

HB 524 now 699  NELSON 

___________________________________________________ 

The bill attempted to decriminalize recreational marijuana, but the bill appears to have stalled for this session  

But, the concept moved further than it ever has and will likely return in future sessions.  Proponents of the bill  

argued two major points: 1. Looking at the rest of the country, it seems inevitable; and 2. Legalization, 

regulation and taxation of marijuana could produce $100M+ in annual State tax revenue.  The effort this year 

failed in significant part to concerns by law enforcement.  

__________________________________________________ 

HB 563 now 711  GAROFALO 

__________________________________________________ 

HB 563 began as a broad Student Data Privacy and sharing bill.  It was essentially re-written and renumbered as 

HB 711 to provide clarification tf existing law.  The re-written bill passed out of the House Education 

Committee.  

Bill Status:   Pending on the House Floor.  

 

SB86 FOIL 

 

This bill is the latest iteration of the SPED camera bill from prior sessions that would mandate the installation of 

cameras in SPED classrooms.  Sen. Foil was able to move the bill out of the Senate Education Committee with 

a number of amendments:  

1. Limits that the bill would not be effective unless the SB is fully funded to implement the bill; 

2. Give SB’s the authority to establish policies related to how the bill would be implemented, including the 

frequency of parents to view the video; 

3. Declares the video is NOT considered personally identifiable student information and eliminates the mandate 

to blur other student faces. 

The bill was amended in the Senate Finance Committee to address the potential cost to the State. *The 

amendment modifies the subject to appropriation language to provide that it would be subject to available 

federal funding, not state funding.   

Bill Status:  Pending House referral. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=21RS&b=HB524&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=21RS&b=HB699&sbi=y
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Reps/members?ID=89
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=21RS&b=HB563&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=21RS&b=HB711&sbi=y
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Reps/members?ID=103
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=240105
http://senate.la.gov/senators/senpage.asp?SenID=16
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SCR2  FIELDS  

 

This resolution is the 2021-2022 MFP.  It will provide NO INCREASE in the Level 1 per pupil allocation, but 

will provide for dedicated teacher/support worker pay raise of $800/$400.  It passed out of the Senate Education 

Committee and has skipped the Senate Finance Committee.   

Bill Status:  It is poised to be adopted on the Senate Floor this week.   

 

SB234 MCMATH  

 

SB 234 proposed to control how School Districts spent their federal ESSER/COVID funds.  After discussions 

with Sen. McMath about the operational difficulty of his proposal, Senator McMath agreed to a major Senate 

Floor amendment that essentially provides that if a School District has an approved Achieve Plan the operation 

portions of the bill would not apply.  With that amendment the bill passed the Senate 37-1 and is now headed to 

the House Education Committee for consideration.   

Bill Status:  Pending House Education Committee. 

 

http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=240035
https://senate.la.gov/smembers?ID=14
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=240659
https://senate.la.gov/smembers?ID=11

