
THE ETTA BLANCHE SMITH-

DAHLGREN SCHOLARSHIP 
 

 

 This scholarship is made available by interest from a generous gift given to Central Heights High 

School by the Etta Blanche Smith-Dahlgren estate in 2004.  Central Heights was named because she was 

a graduate of Richmond High School and she wished to remember her school.  She always had a high 

respect for the rural communities of Kansas and expressed this in several ways.  Giving back to her high 

school, now Central Heights, was one of the ways. 

 

 Mrs. Smith-Dahlgren was born just southwest of Richmond on the farm homesteaded by her 

grandparents in 1873.  When county lines were drawn, the family’s home was in Anderson County and 

the barns in Franklin County. (None of the original buildings is still standing). 

 

 Following graduation from Richmond High School, she taught at one-room schools for a few 

years and began taking college summer courses.  She then taught at Richmond and other grade schools 

and ended her career as principal of Frances Willard Elementary School in Kansas City.  She earned a 

BSE from Emporia State University and a Master’s in education from Columbia University, New York. 

 

 Mrs. Smith-Dahlgren was named Kansas Teacher of the Year in 1963 and was inducted into the 

Kansas Teachers Hall of Fame at Dodge City. 

 

 After 45 years as an educator, she retired and began a second career representing the Kansas 

Retired Teachers Association, Association of Retired Persons (AARP), and similar organizations for 

several years, working in the legislative area for quality of life and improved conditions for all Kansans. 

 

 Looking for a way to take information about agriculture to young people and wanting to honor 

their parents and grandparents, she and her late sister, Kathryn Smith-Wilcox, gave leadership and funds 

to provide the Smith Farm House at the Kansas Agricultural Hall of Fame near Bonner Springs.  The 

house, very similar to the old Smith home near Richmond, was dedicated in 1996 and is an important 

teaching tool at the national center. 

 

 In 2003, the Smith Event Barn, also provided by the sisters, was added at the Ag Hall of Fame 

complex, giving the center a year-round activities/meeting area which is used often by school groups. 

 

 Her estate was bestowed upon a dozen schools, churches, historical societies, the Ag Hall of 

Fame, National Teachers Hall of Fame Foundation ad a health advocacy group.  The amount received by 

Central Heights School was one of the larger amounts specified in her estate.  Only the interest will be 

used for scholarships so the entire gift will be with Central Heights forever. 

 

 Mrs. Smith-Dahlgren was a woman who loved, respected and appreciated her agricultural roots 

and upbringing.  She wanted to share with others the zeal and dedication for learning, as well as an 

excellent work ethic she believed she gained from growing up in rural Kansas with hard-working, 

Christian parents.  Recognizing young people with scholarships is her way of doing this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Etta Blanche Smith-Dahlgren Scholarship Application 
“We cannot hold a torch to light another’s path without brightening our own”.  Ben Sweetland 

 

(Click on the grey box and begin typing requested information) 

Name:      

                        Last:     First:     

 

 

Address:       

 

Where to you plan to continue your education?        

 

What will your major or concentration be?        

 

Why do you need a post-secondary education?       

 

What is your Cumulative Grade Point Average?        ACT composite score:       

 

Describe your strongest character trait:      

 

 

List Activities/Clubs to which you belong (be sure to include offices held):  

 

 

 

Directions for including additional documentation: 

 Include your name and address in the heading on each document. 

 Give each essay or list an appropriate title 

 Do check spelling and proof-read each document 

 Include any additional documents with this application page.  We are particularly interested in 

community involvement activities; you may include newspaper clippings, letters of 

recommendation, etc. 

 

 

Submit Completed Applications to your counselor by April 1, 2018  Applicants will be 

given a time for an interview with school personnel for this scholarship. 
 


