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For more information on the spring referendum, visit www.winter.k12.wi.us/referendum

POLLING LOCATIONS

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WINTER 
POLLING LOCATIONS

All polling places will be open from 7:00am - 8:00pm. 

Those wishing to vote by absentee ballot should contact their local 
municipality. Everyone who is registered to vote, a resident of the United 

States, and over the age of 18 can legally vote.

***ECRWSS***

Postal Customer

• Town of Couderay
• Town of Draper
• Town of Hayward
• Town of Hunter
• Town of Meadowbrook
• Town of Ojibwa

• Town of Radisson
• Town of Winter
• Village of Couderay
• Village of Radisson
• Village of Winter



Message to the Winter Community
from the Superintendent

Andrew Grimm, Superintendent
School District of Winter

FEBRUARY 2020
REFERENDUM NEWSLETTER

For more information on the spring referendum, visit www.winter.k12.wi.us/referendum

POLLING LOCATIONS

Dear Community Members, 

The School District of Winter began evaluating its facility long before I came on board. 
The 2018 strategic planning process asked the community to rank their five highest 
priorities for the District. Maintaining clean, well-repaired buildings made the list for 
40% of respondents. 

This response wasn’t surprising. The last time the building underwent significant 
renovations, was following the 1996 referendum for renovations and additions to 
the K-12 building. After nearly a quarter of a century, much like a residential home, 
equipment and systems have started to fail.

An April 2019 facility audit pinpointed several deficiencies. The exterior hardscapes 
are starting to deteriorate and crumble. This includes the parking lot, curbs, sidewalks, 
and gutters. Landscaping slopes and ponding water are accelerating this corrosion. 
Additionally, deferred maintenance items, such as roofing, windows, and flooring, are 
inefficient and failing. Our annual maintenance list and budget can’t keep up with the 
needed repairs. 

Following this audit, the District formed a Facilities Advisory Committee to review and 
prioritize the identified needs. The committee was able to define a project scope and 
budget they felt best embraced the needs of the District and community. The Board of 
Education agreed with the committee’s suggestion. The Board voted at its December 
meeting to pursue a $4 million referendum in the April 7, 2020 election.

This newsletter contains details on the proposed referendum’s projects, cost, and tax 
impact. There will be community meetings on Tuesday, February 18th at 9:30 am and 
Tuesday, March 10th at 6:00 pm in the cafeteria to provide additional information 
regarding the referendum projects. If you have any questions, I urge you to contact 
me or any Board of Education member. We welcome the opportunity to answer your 
questions as we continue to embrace our vision of unique educational opportunities, 
individualized student success, and community engagement.



ESTIMATED PROPERTY TAX IMPACTPROPOSED UPGRADES

School District of Winter - The Warrior Way

 Deteriorating Hardscapes
Water runs off the building and ground surface and pools both around the 
building and in the back parking lot, causing ponding issues in the warmer 
months and ice issues during the winter months. This ongoing issue has led 
to deteriorated asphalt and foundation issues from moisture-wicking. The 
curbing, gutters, and sidewalks are also crumbling in this area. The District 
needs to regrade the parking lot and surrounding area to direct moisture 
away from the building.

 Aging Facilities 
The last time the facility underwent significant renovations was nearly 24 
years ago. Despite annual maintenance and strategic budgeting for capital 
improvement measures, the building needs several upgrades, including:

• Replacing single-pane, inefficient windows
• Roofing upgrades
• Outdated kitchen equipment
• Water heater replacement

 Safety and Security
Several classrooms and hallways contained flooring tile that was cracked 
or separated. A majority of the flooring is from 1975, which means there 
is a strong possibility that it contains asbestos. When asbestos flooring 
is undisturbed, it does not pose a safety hazard to building occupants. 
However, tile that is cracked or damaged does pose a risk. The District will 
replace this flooring and ensure all environmental concerns are properly 
handled during renovations. 

The District will also upgrade the exterior door system to help strengthen 
the facility’s security measures. This will ensure building access is adequately 
delegated and monitored.

The School District of Winter is committed to providing a safe and effective learning environment for its students and 
staff. However, due to our aging facility, growing safety concerns, and deteriorating hardscapes, simply maintaining is 
no longer a viable option. Our District has reached a point where equipment upgrades and facility improvements are 
necessary to ensure our school can support future generations. 

Deteriorated asphalt due to water ponding

Damaged tile

Outdated kitchen equipment



ESTIMATED PROPERTY TAX IMPACT
Over the 2018-19 Tax Rate

winter.k12.wi.us/referendum

The Referendum Question

Shall the School District of Winter, Sawyer and Rusk Counties, Wisconsin be authorized to issue, 
pursuant to Chapter 67 of the Wisconsin Statutes, general obligation bonds in an amount not 
to exceed $4,000,000 for the public purpose of paying costs of capital maintenance, facility and 
site improvements at the District’s building and grounds; and acquisition of related furnishings, 
fixtures, and equipment?

□ YES       □ NO

HOW WILL THIS AFFECT MY TAXES?

The School District of Winter’s last building referendum was in 1996 for additions and renovations to the K-12 facility. 
The District recently made the final bond payment on this previous debt and has remained fiscally conservative in 
regards to current and future taxes. This economical mindset, coupled with recent debt falling off, means there will be 
NO TAX IMPACT if the referendum passes.

The chart below illustrates the mill rate for other local school districts. The School District of Winter’s mill rate is on the 
lower end and well below the state average of 9.34.


