
May 2021 

  

 
         May 2021  

Dear Parents and Students, 
 
I am sure that most of you would agree that this school year was like no other.  Without rehashing all of the 
difficult moments, I am proud that SRC stayed in session the entire year! We were able to enjoy homecoming, 
prom, graduation and the large majority of all of our activities. The only time that our students were not actively 
engaged in the classrooms was the result of the weather. I believe that we are one of the few districts in Nebraska 
that can make this claim.  Hopefully, things will be more “normal” for the 2021-22 school year.   
 
Congratulations to the SRC Class of 2021! I enjoyed getting to know all of the graduating seniors.  I am sure that 
they will experience a great deal of success in both their personal and professional lives.  Everyone should be 
proud of all of the accomplishments that these people brought to the school, community and their families.   
 
Soon, this district will be saying goodbye to a long-time employee and welcoming two new administrators.  Mrs. 
Denise Glock has spent years in this district and has a wealth of knowledge about the profession and this 
community that most can not match. She has supported her community and this district in many ways.  I would 
like to extend my thanks to her and hope that her new avenues will be paved with the successes that will further 
enrich her life. 
 
Mr. Tucker Tejkl and Mrs. Heather Thompson are excited to begin their personal and professional journey at 
SRC.   I am anticipating great things from these new leaders. I have enjoyed working with Mr. Tejkl during our 
transition time.  I have been impressed with his student-centered approach to most every topic that we have 
discussed. I feel confident that SRC will continue to excel as a regional leader in the pursuit of excellence.   
 
Finally, I would like to thank the students, staff and the SRC community for making this a year that I will never 
forget.  I have been impressed with our students and their parents. Our staff has remained dedicated to the 
success of our students and have been extremely professional, even when the dark days of the pandemic tried its 
best to squash any type of positive feeling that existed.  I feel that the parents did a great job of supporting the 
school.  That support extended to protocols that they may not have personally agreed with.  For that, I am 
appreciative. 
 
As my time at SRC ends, I would like to finish the year with a statement that started the year with.  School is not 
just for the students…..it is for everyone.  Each of us has a duty to learn as much as we can every day.   
 
Best wishes to all of you.  It was my honor to serve this community.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Doug Kluth, Superintendent 
Shelby-Rising City Public Schools 
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May Newsletter 
 
Cody Bobolz 
Secondary Principal 
 
A School Year Like Never Before 
It is hard to believe that we have reached the end of the 2020-2021 school year and it was one that we 
will never forget. However, despite all the challenges we faced, we were able to keep our doors open all 
year, which is a great accomplishment. There was a lot of planning, organization, flexibility, and a little 
bit of patience, at times. It took everyone from administration, teachers, classified staff, parents, and 
community members to make this happen for our kids. We are grateful that our students were afforded 
the opportunity, in-person, to learn the standards and participate in activities all year. I hope everyone 
has a safe summer, and we will see you back in August! 
 
Year 1 of ICU 
Well, our first year of ICU is in the books! We ended the school year with 4,220 assignments completed, 
and accomplished our year-long goal of collecting 100% of assignments! We were able to make that 
announcement on the last day of school, and it was awesome! Congratulations to all our students for 
their hard work throughout the year. I also want to say ‘Thank You’ to all our teachers and staff members 
for holding our students accountable and establishing that army of support for our students at school. 
Thank you parents for also being a big part of that army from home, and making sure your child 
completed his/her assignments. As I have stated many times, building and sustaining this culture is 
going to take all of us.  
 
We also would appreciate your feedback regarding ICU. We understand that although the first year was 
a huge success, it can always be better, and our goal is to make sure it is. A survey has been emailed to 
the “6-12 Parent” group and we would appreciate your feedback. Furthermore, please feel free to reach 
out over the summer with any questions or concerns you have regarding ICU.  
 
April Husky Recognition Rally 
The April Husky Recognition Rally was held on Monday, May 3rd. We celebrated a number of student 
accomplishments over the last month, which included recognizing both the junior high and high school 
girls track teams for winning the CRC Track Meet. The Spring Play participants were congratulated on 
their performance. We also had 3 girls (Cheyanne Absher, Haley Hanak, Aubree Siffring) that did an 
outstanding job at the District Music Contest and were recognized for their efforts. Mr. Trofholz 
recognized our high school students who received Spring Academic All-State honors. We announced 
our April Students of the Month and had the monthly PBiS drawing.  
 
We also celebrated our teachers in light of it being Teacher/Staff Appreciation week. Student council 
members presented each teacher with an award and the teachers also participated in a team activity 
where they had to untie themselves. We really appreciate everything that our staff and teachers do for 
our students… Thank You! 
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April Students of the Month 

 

Front Row (left to right): Kaleigh Ruth (6th); Aurora Slusarski (10th) 
Back Row (left to right): Allie Neujahr (12th); Aiden Zimmerman (9th); Dagan Moore (7th); Grant Brigham (11th) 
Not Pictured: Bailey Turpitt (8th) 
 

 
Spring Academic All-State 

 
 
Boys Golf- Grant Brigham (11th) 
Music- Jenna Logan (10th); Emily Willis (11th) 
Boys Track & Field- Hunter White (11th); Colin Wingard (12th) 
Girls Track & Field- Maddie Hopwood (12th); Kira Pavlik (12th) 
 



May 2021 

 

 

It has been my true privilege to serve as principal of Shelby-Rising City Elementary for the past 12 years 
and as a second and sixth grade teacher for many years prior to that.  I can honestly say that my time 
here has been full of blessings. The District has grown immensely, we have built deep relationships, and 
we have learned alongside each other as students, staff, parents, and community partners. We have 
created a culture of growth. 
 
After much thought, personal reflection, and professional guidance, I have resigned from my position 
and am looking forward to the next step in my career. My time at S-RC has been an experience that 
aligns deeply with what I believe - the love for learning and seeing kids grow, but I feel it’s time to move 
on and take a new direction in life. 
 
Saying goodbye is never easy; however, I have full confidence in the shared mission and vision that has 
been established at S-RC Elementary. I have been humbled by how the Shelby and Rising City 
communities have embraced me as a leader, and I am so grateful for the people and ideas you have 
entrusted in my care.  
 
Over the past twelve years as a principal, teachers have built a platform that has allowed innovative 
teaching practices that embrace 21st century skills and technology for our students. We have grown a 
strong community that has come together over hardships and has celebrated much.  
 
I am moving on, but the shared S-RC Elementary mission and vision continues to be strong. 
 
As I step out of this role, I will close by saying what I say at every Morning Meeting to our students...“We 
are One!  We are S-RC!” 
 
With heartfelt gratitude, 
 
Mrs. Denise Glock 
 

 
Preschool Hour Changes for the 2021-2022 School Year 

 
For the 2021-2022 school year preschool times will be as follows: 

 
3-Year-Old Program (child must turn three before August 1st to be eligible) 

Monday-Thursday Mornings from 8:30-11:30 
 

4-Year-Old Program (child must turn four before August 1st to be eligible) 
Monday-Thursday Afternoons from 12:30-3:30 & Friday Mornings from 8:30-11:30 

 

    

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 
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Congratulations to The Class of 2021! 
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One School, One Book wrapped up this May with family prizes being distributed and a 
virtual author visit with Chris Grabenstein. Our 3rd through 5th graders submitted 
questions for the author prior to the visit and were able to introduce themselves before 
asking their questions. Mr. Grabenstein was very entertaining and informative. We found 
out about his childhood, his performing and writing history, and what he has planned for 
the future. Our favorite fun fact: while he was performing improv in New York, he shared 
the stage with Bruce Willis and Robin Williams! 
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It’s a wrap for the 20-21 school year and the Kindergartner’s are ready for 1st grade! The last 
month of Kindergarten was a busy one. We had our end of the year Book-it party, went on our field 
trip to the Henry Doorly Zoo, had a Little Feet Meet, participated in track and field day and showed off 
our singing skills at the spring concert. In Math, the students learned how to sort shapes by attributes 
and compare lengths, widths, and weights of objects. In Science, we finished up our weather 
watching unit and researched animals in preparation for the field trip. In Social Students, the students 
learned about where they came from and made a family tree. The students finished their yearlong 
tree unit with Mrs. Pallas. They were able to take a tree home to plant. In Reading, we wrapped up 
the school year with reviewing long vowels. Have a great summer! 
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3rd-5th Grade Science 

In 5th grade science, the students finished their science fair projects and presented 
them to the community and elementary students. Students also finished learning about 
ecosystems and understanding how everything is linked together.  4th grade finished 
analyzing vision and how the eyes take in light.  Students then examined owls and did 
a lab with owl pellets.  3rd grade learned about forces.  Students made paper 
airplanes and explored different ways to make improvements. They also finished up 
working with magnets. 

 

3rd-5th Grade Math 

3rd Grade: The third graders finished up their geometry unit.  They also learned how 
to find the area and perimeter of quadrilaterals.    4th Grade: Fourth graders worked 
on finding the area and perimeter of various polygons and irregular polygons.  They 
also work on locating and plotting points on a coordinate plane.  5th Grade: The fifth 
graders finished up their unit on Geometry by classifying polygons based on their faces, 
edges, and vertices. They also had a mini-unit over word problems and multi-step story 
problems.  

 

4th and 5th Reading & Language Arts 

4th & 5th Grade Reading: The fourth and fifth graders finished the year with a novel 
study. The fourth graders were able to choose between three novel studies led by Mrs. 
Jakub, Mrs. Peterson, or Mrs. Bobolz. The fifth graders read The Unexpected Life of 
Oliver Cromwell Pitts and completed a plot diagram as well as a Facebook profile for 
the main character. 4th Language Arts: The fourth graders successfully completed a 
unit on pronouns and homophones. They finished the year by writing letters to next 
year’s fourth-grade class. 5th Language Arts: The fifth graders completed a unit on 
adverbs and prepositions. 

 

3rd-5th Grade Social Studies 

 The 3rd grade has been learning about the important places in the US and symbols of 
our country. The 4th grade has been learning about Nebraska’s government and why 
we have a unicameral. The 5th graders have been studying about how our country 
grew. They studied about Daniel Boone crossing the Appalachian Mountains and the 
War of 1812. It was a great year and many new concepts were learned during the year. 
Here’s hoping everyone has a great summer.  

 

3rd Reading & Language Arts 

The 3rd graders have finished the year with reading and learning more about poetry. 
We finished the unit off by writing a poem. In language arts, 3rd graders successfully 
finished an editing unit. They ended the unit by writing a friendly letter to the future 3rd 
graders. The students told them what they think they should know about being a 3rd 
grader.  
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5th Grade Science Fair  
For the third year in a row, fifth-grade students took part in a science fair.  This year began with 

uncertainty.  What normally begins at the beginning of the year, started instead of after winter break. 

Students researched ideas and selected an experiment that had a variable.  Many of the students the 

experiments at home.  This required students to select the appropriate materials, plan, and record 

information down.  In the classroom, students worked on their computers and made a board to 

present.  Students used technology and made graphs.  Some examples included finding out the best 

tape for teachers, Spheros, popcorn, mold on food, floating eggs, and permanent markers.  There were 

awards given to students.  Judges were both current and former science teachers at Shelby-Rising 

City.  The overall winners were Garret Ruth and Jordie Schindel.  The top scientist was Brooklyn 

Sumner. Finally, the best presentations were from Eli Svoboda, Sergio Espinoza, and Kiera Garcia. 

Students put in a lot of work and there were so many great posters. 
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Healthy Snack Choices 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/tools-schools-focusing-smart-snacks 
 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/tools-schools-focusing-smart-snacks
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PBiS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports) Update 
Submitted by Kate Nienhueser 
.  

 

The overall school year looked very similar to prior school years with numbers of referrals. 

 

 

     April had a total of 175 recorded behaviors. Being tardy continued to be the largest problem behavior 
recorded with 51 instances reported. Disrespect had 30 recorded behaviors and minor disruptions had 
27 recorded behaviors. As the year comes to an end, students tend to get distracted and think rules get 
a bit lax. We tried to help students remember that being on time, being respectful, and being ready to 
learn was important until the last day! 

    There were over 125 paws given out to students for going above and beyond in April!  
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     The year has wrapped up on a positive note! During our last 13 days, we only had 63 total behaviors 
recorded. This is the lowest number of recorded behaviors since August when we had 59 behaviors in 
11 days. Disrespect and disruptions were on the rise as we were trying to finish out the year.  

     There were almost 100 paws given out during May! For the year, there were over 1,200 paws given 
out in the elementary alone! 

     As we move forward, we will look at this data to help plan for teaching and reteaching as we look at 
next year’s calendar. We want to thank everyone that donated prizes for paw winners. Over summer 
break, it is good to work together as a family to see how the B.A.R.K. rules can apply at home. You can 
even make a plan for setting up expectations for being safe and respectful and find fun ways to catch 
family members going above and beyond! We have heard of people making homemade paws! If you 
want, you can use this simple table below to come up with family expectations to have a PAWSitive 
summer break! 

 

 Be Responsible Active Learning Respect Others Keep Safe 
 
Kitchen/Dining 
 

    

 
Friends Over 
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S-RC School Calendar:  CLICK HERE 
The Fitness Center is open 24/7. 

 Just as a reminder:  
If classes or athletic teams are 

using equipment,  
they have priority.  

 
 

  
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In compliance with the Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972:  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
amended by the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1978; 
 
It is the intent of Shelby-Rising City Public Schools to comply with both the letter and spirit of the law in making 
certain discrimination does not exist in its policies, regulations and operations. 
 
The Shelby-Rising City Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, marital status, disability, or age in admission or access to, or treatment of employment, in its programs 
and activities.  Turner Trofholz, Title IX Coordinator, has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
complaints, grievance procedures or the application of these policies of nondiscrimination. 

Please make sure you download our app so you can 
stay in touch with important information and 
changes. Click on the Google or Apple icons on the 
lower right-hand corner of our Website. This is a 
free app. 

 Notice of Nondiscrimination 
 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/825454/2020-2021_School_Calendar.pdf

