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Please note that the following information is accurate as of the date above. All information is subject to change and we will communicate any 
changes as they occur.  
 
Which plan will Cromwell be opening schools with? 
 
Cromwell Public Schools will be opening on August 31st in a Hybrid Model of instruction.  August 31st to September 4th will be half 
days as well.  In other words, we will  begin the year with classes at 50% capacity and the days will be half days from 8/31- 9/4. 
Students in Group 2 will have their first day of school on September 1st.  The Hybrid Model of instruction will continue until September 
28th.  At that point, we will  begin to open schools at 100% capacity as long as the health data allows and the health experts on our 
team agree that this is in the best interest of our students and staff. 

What happens if a student or a teacher contracts COVID-19? 
 
All cases of COVID-19 will be dealt with on a case by case basis.  We will work in conjunction with the local health department and with 
our district medical advisor and nursing staff to make a decision about next steps based on the data that is available at that time. 
Please see the containment plan on page 19 of the District Reopen Plan. 
 
What does a half day look like in a hybrid model?  If we open school in a hybrid will we still have half days? 
 
Yes, in order to make sure that we open schools as safely as possible and to provide for time to meet in order to make adjustments, we 



will begin the year in a hybrid model with half days for the first week 8/31 to 9/4.  The times for half days will be the same as they were 
pre-pandemic.  
 
Will siblings attend school on the same day? What if my children are siblings with different last names, can they attend 
school on the same day in a hybrid model?  
 
Yes, siblings will be able to attend on the same days during a hybrid model.  If your student has a different last name, please contact 
the school principal to discuss which days the students will be attending.  
 
Will we be making adjustments to drop off time to accommodate additional traffic?  Will we be able to drop off our students 
earlier than in the past? 
 
The times of the school day will not change.  We will not be allowing parents to drop off students any earlier to the schools due to 
supervision, social distancing and cleaning protocols.  Parents will still drop off students at the normal time at the school in the morning 
and will pick up at the same time in the afternoon. The Cromwell Police department will continue to work with school administrators to 
discuss traffic issues as they arise. We ask that families give yourselves some extra time in the morning when you are dropping off your 
children in case there is a back up in traffic.  
 
Will there be more bike racks added so more kids can ride their bikes to school?  Will my child have somewhere safe to store 
a skateboard? 
 
We will take a look at the need for bike racks as we open schools and will provide additional space if necessary.  Skateboards should 
not be brought to school.  
 
Will band/chorus happen this year? 
 
We hope to be able to be creative and offer band and chorus, but we are not sure yet what this will look like.  We are working with the 
music department to find creative ways to offer these classes, but we may not be able to offer all classes for safety and space issues. 
We will do our best but safety must remain a priority.  
 
 
 



What will sports look like?  Will indoor sports be allowed? 
 
We will be following the CIAC guidelines and hope to be able to offer sports in some capacity in the fall if it is feasible.  It is still unclear 
if we will be able to offer indoor sports. This changes on a regular basis. More information will be provided from Ms. Kelly Mahar, 
Director of Athletics at CHS and Ms. Cocchiola, Principal of CMS in the future.  
 
 
What will extra curricular activities other than sports look like? 
 
We will try to do what we can via Zoom or by other safe platforms but will be careful about opening up the schools to non-teaching staff 
after hours due to cleaning and safety.  If there is a creative way to offer the activity,  we will try. We understand the importance of 
extracurricular activities for our students and if we can meet the state/CDC guidelines provided, we will do our best to offer the 
activities. Each activity will be evaluated on an individual basis ensuring safety is the priority.  
 
Will there be Kindergarten Orientation this year?  When will it be? 
 
Information about Kindergarten Orientation will be coming from Edna C. Stevens Elementary schools shortly.  
 
Who do we contact if we do not want to send our children to school? 
 
Please contact your child’s school principal to discuss keeping your student on the Remote Parallel Learning Track upon school 
reopening.  
 
What are the details of the Remote Learning Track?  By when do we need to let someone know our decision? 
 
Please contact your principal by 8/7 about your family’s decision about returning to school. We do not have all the details about 
teaching assignments for the Remote Learning Track  because we do not have exact numbers of students or staff that will be available 
to teach remotely.  As we finalize these plans, we will let families know.  As of now, we know that this model will require parental 
support from home, there will be periods of time where the student will be working independently on assignments and we will provide 
students with access to a teacher at a minimum three times per week. Student schedules will be provided by August 28th.  
 
 



When will students be given their devices and what devices will they have? 
 
Students did not return their devices at the end of last year, so most students already have devices.  We will be handing out more 
updated devices that were purchased over the summer to some students when they return in the fall.  We will also be sure to have the 
students get on those devices and become familiar with them in the event that we need to go to a Virtual Learning Model at some point 
during the year.  
 
What does lunch look like at each of the buildings? Will lunch be provided on VL Wednesdays? 
 
Lunch will look different in each of the buildings.  In each building we have thought through the safest methods of having lunch for our 
students.  Students will not be required to wear a mask during lunch, so we have tried to make sure we have maximized social 
distancing in those settings.  In most cases, we have tried to maintain cohorting in the lunchroom as well.  Yes, families can pick up 
student lunches at the school the student attends every Wednesday that school is not in session during the hybrid model. If you have 
more students who attend more than one school, you may pick up lunch for all of your children at one of the sites. More information will 
follow from you school principals. 
 
If we open in a hybrid, what will that look like for the students that are home on that Monday? 
 
Students that are in distance learning on August 31st will report to school for their first day on September 1st.  
 
What is passive decontamination? 
 
Passive Decontamination is a term that is used to describe how long the virus can be active on a surface.  Depending on the surface, 
that time varies. It is important to note that all surfaces, with a focus on high touch surfaces will be cleaned/disinfected regularly.  
 
Is student sign-out required? 
 
Student sign-out will be required for safety reasons. Families that are worried about sharing materials should feel free to bring their own 
writing utensil to sign students out of the buildings. Family members will also be asked to wear a mask and maintain 6ft of social 
distancing during the sign out process.  
 
 



Has the attendance policy changed for the 2020-2021 school year? 
 
The attendance policy has not changed, but we will only be required to have 177 days of school this school year.  We will be taking 
attendance for all students, whether they are in the school building or not.  Each building will have a strategy for taking attendance that 
will be communicated to teachers. Attendance to school, regardless of the plan will be required.  
 
When will parents get a supply list? 
 
Supply lists will come from the school buildings and have already been published.  Check the school website or contact the school 
principal if you have not received this information.  
 
Will siblings be able to sit next to one another on the bus? 
 
Yes, siblings will be able to sit with one another on the bus.  
 
What is the point of cohorts if children are on the bus with other kids outside of the cohort? 
How can the students social distance on the bus? 
 
The school district is still responsible to transport students to and from school.  We are highly encouraging families that are able to 
transport their students to do so.  This will help to lessen the students on the busses.  We will social distance to the degree possible.  
 
What specifically will children be trained in related to Covid-19 and will it be done in an age appropriate way so it does not 
cause more stress, especially for the younger students? 
 
Students will be trained in how to properly wear a mask, hand washing and the social distancing expectations.  
 
How will students be able to use the bathroom?  Will there be monitors?  Are the bathrooms close to the classrooms? 
 
This is different in all four schools.  We will be limiting the number of students in the bathrooms at any given time.  We have closed off 
stalls and sinks that will not be able to be used in order to maintain social distancing standards and we have signage to keep students a 
safe distance from one another.  In some buildings there will be hall monitors that will monitor student bathroom use to be sure there 
are not too many students at one time.  



 
If doors are propped open or classes are held outside, how will you ensure the safety of the students? 
 
The safety of our students is our number one concern.  We have always had classes outside and teachers have access to walkie 
talkies and have been trained in situations where they feel there is something unsafe to get students back into the building and contact 
the main office.  Several safety protocols have been in place before COVID-19 depending on the situation. 
 
Why aren’t you screening students as they come in the building? 
 
Screening of students is not required by the State Department of Education at this time.  We are asking for parents to screen their 
students before they leave for school in the morning, including taking their temperature.  
 
 
In a hybrid model, will students be sharing desks? 
 
This is a question that is somewhat grade specific.  At our elementary schools, for the most part, students will not be sharing desks.  If 
there is a situation where a student needs to share desks, they will be disinfected before use.  At the secondary level, students will be 
sharing desks and they will be disinfected between use.  
 
How long will the kids be going half days? 
 
As we open schools, students will be attending for half days from 8/31 to 9/4.  This will allow teachers and administrators to debrief after 
the students leave to reflect on protocols and make any changes necessary.  
 
Will students be assigned set days? Why aren’t students going two days back to back and then off? 
 
Students will be assigned set days based on the first letter of their last name.  Students will not be going two days on and two days off 
because in that model students will not see their teachers for 3-5 days.  In this model, students have more frequent access to a 
classroom teacher.  
 
 
 



Can students go virtual for the year? 
 
At this time, families can choose if they want to send their students back to school.  It has not been determined if this option will be 
available for the entire school year.  Families always have the option to homeschool their students should they want to keep their 
students home after the point at which the Commissioner of Education says all students must return.  
 
Will students have to wear masks? 
 
Students will be required to wear masks unless they have a medical condition and a doctors note.  Should this happen, we will work 
with those students and families to come up with other mitigation strategies to keep all students safe.  
 
What do mask breaks look like? 
 
Students will have frequent opportunities for mask breaks.  This will look different in each school.  If students are properly social 
distance and are not engaged in discussion, they can take a mask break.  When students go outside, they will be able to take their 
masks off.  If at any time a student needs a mask break, they will be accommodated.  Teachers will be vigilant about the needs of their 
students. Students will also not be required to wear a mask during lunch.  
 
How will we keep kids 6 feet apart? 
 
We will be sure that students are reminded frequently about social distancing.  We will maximize the social distancing in classrooms to 
the best of our ability.  As we start in a hybrid model, we will be able, in most cases, to keep students 6 feet apart. Once all students 
return to school on September 28th, we cannot ensure 6 ft of social distancing but we will do our best to maximize it. Social distancing 
is only one mitigation strategy, so hand washing/sanitizing and mask wearing will be important as well.  
 
Will students stay in the same room all day? 
 
At the elementary level, most students will be in the classroom for most of the day.  Humanities teachers will push in whenever 
possible.  Students may leave the room to go outside or to lunch.  At the secondary level, students will continue to change classrooms. 
 
 
 



Will all schools have air conditioning? 
 
We are working on ensuring that each classroom district wide has air conditioning.  
 
What do I do if my child with an IEP won’t wear a mask? 
 
We are going to do everything we can to reinforce masks for all students.  If students are not able to wear a mask, we have 
desensitization strategies, social stories and additional equipment and strategies to provide to those students in specific cases. It will be 
a last resort to send a student home because they cannot keep a mask on.  
 
How will my child receive their IEP services if they opt for remote learning? 
 
We are no longer under the “greatest extent possible” clause, we will be implementing IEPs with fidelity.  Federal law has given us 
flexibility on how to deliver those services, but we will be meeting student service hours on IEPs.  
 
How will you ensure confidentiality for my child with an IEP during remote learning? 
 
In the past we have sent out a letter to families that says there may be confidentiality matters that could be of concern to families.  We 
will be doing this again as well.  If at any time families feel uncomfortable, they should reach out to the Director of Student Services. 
 
Will teachers be providing push in and pull out services for students with IEPs? 
 
Since we will be providing services with fidelity on IEPs, teachers will be pushing in and pulling out.  We will be mindful about cohorts, 
but there is a possibility that we may have to cross-cohort in some cases.  
 
What happens with compliance timelines that were not met on IEPs? 
 
We have some flexibility with this.  We will be scheduling missed meetings this fall and work to get everything put in place for the school 
year.  
 
 
 



What will PPT and 504 meetings look like when we return to school?  
 
We will be planning all IEP/504 meetings in the Fall and they will be held virtually to limit the number of visitors in the buildings.  If a 
family needs support to make this happen, we will work with them.  
 
 
How will you help my child transition back to school? 
 
We are working to build a webpage with parent supports (social stories, websites, etc).  If you think your student with special needs will 
struggle, please do not hesitate to reach out.  
 
What does IEP ”flexibility” look like from the federal government?  
 
We need to follow IEPS, but we are being given flexibility in the way the services are implemented.  Depending on what plan we are in 
and what parents decide, we may have to change groupings or provide services virtually.  
 
How will you meet my child’s IEP given the specific social distancing guidelines? 
 
We have lots of strategies in place for all students to social distance and we have also bought additional protective equipment to ensure 
that everyone is safe when services are being provided if it is not possible for social distancing to occur.  
 
What is the difference between Virtual Learning and Distance Learning and the Remote Parallel Learning Track? 
 
Remote Parallel Learning Track:  Students that are unable to attend school during a full reopen plan.  Students will need parent support at home, 

but will have access to live support from a teacher at least three times a week. 

Hybrid Distance Learning:  This will be used in a hybrid plan.  Students will be given assignments to complete on the days they are attending school 

in person and will complete those assignments at home on the days that they are not attending in person independently.  Live support will not be 

provided on the days the students will not be attending because the classroom teacher will be instructing the other half of the students in their 

classes. 



Virtual Learning: Students will be at home for all classes and will have multiple live interactions with their teachers every day.  Students will receive 

direct instruction from their teachers for each of their classes at different times during the day. 

 
What is the plan for cleaning the buildings when the students come back  to school? 
 
Regular cleanings will happen during the day, every day.  Cleaning supplies will be provided so that cleaning can happen frequently in 
classrooms.  We will have protocols in place for students to wash their hands or sanitize them and we will be sure to disinfect all high 
touch surfaces.  On Wednesdays during the hybrid model, a deep clean will happen in the buildings.  
 
If a class is sent home to quarantine, will they be taught virtually? If a teacher is sent home to quarantine and the students are 
not impacted, what will happen? 
 
There is no one answer to this.  We will have to look at all the facts of each case and the facts of the individual situations.  These 
decisions will be made with our nursing staff, our medical advisors and the town health officials. If students can continue to learn 
virtually and remain healthy in quarantine, then we will provide virtual instruction.  If a teacher is sent home, we will provide a substitute 
in most cases.  
 
How will we determine who will be quarantined and will the whole district close if there is a confirmed case? 
 
We have been advised that these decisions will be made at the local level in collaboration with the town health officials, our medical 
advisors and school leaders.  
 
How quickly can we pull our kids out of school?  When can he/she return?  Will they have the same teacher? 
 
It is our goal to provide as much consistency as possible for the students.  If it is at all possible, we will maintain the students’ teachers. 
We would appreciate as much time as possible to make changes to a student’s schedule (two weeks would be preferred), but we will 
accommodate the needs of the families as they make transitions in learning environments.  
 
Will hot lunch be an option? 
 
Students will be provided with individualized bagged lunches or containers. Students will have the option to select a hot or cold lunch. 


