
MEETING MINUTES

Discovery Health Sciences Foundation Board of Directors
Monday, February 13, 2023, 4:15 p.m.

Regular Board Meeting

A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Discovery Health Sciences Foundation, Inc. is held at
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy Loyola Campus, 3rd Floor Board Room (3837
Loyola Drive, Kenner, LA 70065).

I. Call to Order
A. Mrs. Nugent Smith called the meeting to order at 4:20 PM.

II. Roll Call

Board of Directors Present Absent

1 Ms. Lynda Nugent Smith, Chair x

2 Mr. Ronnie Slone, Vice-Chair x

3 Ms. Emily Arata x

4 Mr. Joe Caldarera x

5 Dr. Patty Glaser, ex officio member x

6 Ms. Diane Hollis x

7 Mr. Jim Hudson

8 Dr. Vinicio Madrigal x

9 Ms. Jeanne Monte x

10 Dr. Lacey Ellis x

11 Mr. Henry Shane x

12 Ms. Allison Sharai x

13 Mr. David Sherman x *4:54

14 Mr. Chuck Toney, Jr. x *4:39

15 Mr. Todd Thomas x

16 Ms. Beth Walker x

*Denotes time joined the meeting.



Non-Board members in attendance: Christy Aymami (technology), Faith Broussard
(development), Kevin Guiterrez (development), Sharon Preen (CAO), Lee Ried (legal counsel),
and Don Wheat (CFO).

III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. Approval of Minutes
A. ACTION ITEM: Mr. Caldarera moved to approve the minutes from the

January Regular Board meeting. Dr. Madrigal seconded the motion. All in
favor. Motion adopted by a unanimous vote.

V. CFO Report, Don Wheat
A. Mr. Wheat presented a CFO report to the Board providing an overview of

financial reporting through December 31, 2022, for the HUB, KDHSA, DJOD, and
Friends of Discovery, and consolidated financial statements.

B. Mr. Wheat is continuing to work on the budgets for Discovery Schools.

VI. Treasurer’s Report, Jim Hudson
A. Mr. Nugent Smith requests a motion to defer the Treasurer’s report and

Friends of Discovery report in lieu of Mr. Hudson’s absence. Ms. Hollis first,
Ms. Monte seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.

B. Report deferred.

VII. Friends of Discovery Report, Jim Hudson
A. Deferred.

VIII. CAO/Asst. Head of School, Sharon Preen
A. Ms. Preen presented to the Board academic priorities and how the schools are

preparing for annual state testing. Discovery is data-driven. Teachers create
action plans based on student test results. There is a school wide initiative to
develop writing skills.

B. Discovery is recruiting teachers for next year. Dr. Glaser sent the intent to return
form to staff and it looks like 94% of staff intend to return. Discovery is attending
a number of teacher career fair events.

C. Discovery Schools is launching a Teacher Certification Incentive program
partnered with iTeach Lousiana for non-certified teachers to gain their certification
at no cost to the teacher.

D. The Discovery Health Fair is on March 11, 2023, from 10-1 at the Loyola campus.
It is open to the public.

IX. CEO/Head of School Report, Patty Glaser
A. Academics: The Louisiana school report cards should be available soon. Dr.

Glaser will send it to the Board via email as soon as it’s received.
B. Construction updates:

■ Vintage construction is expected to be complete by mid-March and will
give Middle School room to spread out.

■ Loyola - test pilings should begin soon.



■ BROD - The renovation is put on pause considering the potential smaller
enrollment. Dr. Glaser is meeting with NSBR is weekly.

C. BROD:
■ Discovery hosted 2 successful info sessions. The virtual session had

about 54 participants. At the in-person session 30 families attended.
Another virtual and in-person are scheduled for 2/16 and 3/2.

■ Dr. Glaser gives an overview of the current application numbers
D. Development:

■ Discovery Bash Gala - Friday, March 31, 2023
■ Discovery is seeking sponsors and silent auction items.

E. Challenges:
■ BROD launch and campus renovations
■ KDHSA middle school wing

X. ACTION ITEMS/OLD BUSINESS

A. Mr. Slone explains the by-laws updates to the Board. Mr. Thomas motioned to
accept the updates. Mr. Shane seconded. All in favor. Motion carries.

XI. NEW BUSINESS

A. None.

XII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. The Board entered an executive session at 5:40 PM and adjourned the
executive session at 6:30 PM. No action was taken.

XIII. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 minutes per person)

A. None

XI. ADJOURNMENT

A. Ms. Nugent Smith calls to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 PM. Mr. Shane
motions to adjourn. Ms. Monte seconds. No objections. The motion carried
unanimously.


