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Will you join us?
If your family has not yet confirmed with SLLIS that 
your student will continue with us for Grades 6-8, 
make sure to let us know immediately so we can 
secure your seat! Please contact Enrollment and 
Assessment Manager Jennifer.Ting@sllis.org to 
notify us. Only returning students or those fluent in 
French, Spanish, or Chinese are eligible to enroll.

SLLIS Middle School Program News
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SLLIS is excited to announce our partnership with Amazon's Project STEM for Middle 
School students for next year! Through this new program, Middle School students 
will take Computer Science Explorations 1, which is an introductory computer 
science course for 6 - 9th grade students. Mapped to CTSA standards, the course 
covers topics such as problem solving, programming, physical computing, user 
centered design, and data, while inspiring students as they build their own 
interactive coding projects, games and animations in Scratch. You can learn more 
here: https://www.projectstem.org/middle-school/cse1.

Computer Science 
+ FUture 
Engineers 
Program

50% Dual Language Immersion, Increased Offerings, and New Staff

Now serving Grades 6-8!
As part of our program expansion, our Middle 
School Program will serve students in Grades 6-8 
starting in 2021-2022. In the past we have 
offered a multi-age setting for grades 5-6. Next 
year fifth grade will be a single-grade section. Our 
sixth graders will now be part of the Middle 
School Program!

We have added three new positions to our Middle School Program: Spanish, French, and Chinese! Make sure to 
take a look at the bios on Page 2 that feature our new staff. Thanks to this expansion, Middle School students in 
grades 6-8 will spend 50% of the day in the target language. This means that students will receive Target 
Language Arts in their second language - as well as other core instruction. They will also have access to more 
electives, both in English and the Target Languages!

Pathway to Biliteracy Award
We want to recognize our 8th graders for their 
achievement in French, Spanish, and Chinese! 
Upon graduation, we will recognize students 
who achieve certain standards in their target 
languages with a Pathway to Biliteracy award. 
We will share more details about this process as 
they become available.
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SLLIS Meet our 2021-2022 Middle School Program Team!

In February 2021, we announced our plans to grow our Middle School by doubling our 
staff, offering 50% target language daily, and enhancing enrichment opportunities. We’re 
introducing our Middle School Program Team here! Read more about the program on Page 1.

English Language Arts Spanish

Chinese French

Science and Social StudiesMathematics

I am Ms. Preston.
My goal as a teacher and educator is to help 
my students find their passion and life 
purpose.  Along with helping students read, 
write, listen, and speak with fruition, I hope 
to help our students start and finish many 
projects - as well as publish and present 
them! The talent of a young mind is amazing 
- especially when people like myself love to 
help students  find their passion and act on 
it. I am happy to join the SLLIS community!

Ms. 
Anastasia 
Preston

My name is Aura Zuleta, and as a new 
member of the staff at St. Louis Language 
Immersion School, I am excited to be 
given the opportunity to work with such a 
wonderful community, about whom I 
have heard great things. I am from 
Bogotá, Colombia. I have been a teacher 
for about 17 years and worked in the USA 
for the past five years. I value the 
dedication of teachers, especially how we 
challenge and support all students so they 
can have meaningful experiences that 
enrich their personal growth.

Ms. Aura 
Zuleta

Bonjour! I’m Monsieur Nombre, and I’m thrilled 
to be the Middle School French Teacher for the 
2021-2022 school year! Although I have 
previously taught all subject matters in 
elementary school, I have always had a passion 
for the French language, cultural exchanges and 
bilingualism in general.  I hold a Bachelor’s and 
Master's degree from the University at Illinois 
Springfield. I’m currently pursuing a Masters in 
Secondary Education at the University of Missouri 
St. Louis. In my free time, I enjoy reading French 
literature, running, binge-watching TV and 
traveling the world (13 countries and counting). I 
look forward to a great year of learning and 
teaching! À bientot!

Mr. Cheick 
Nombre

Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year.  My 
name is Zheng Wang, and you can call me 
Ming Laoshi. I will be the Chinese teacher in 
middle school. I have been teaching Chinese 
for over 8 years. I come from China and 
finished my undergraduate degree in 
Education and got my Mandarin certificate 
in China. In addition, I got two masters 
degrees in the U.S., and one of them is in 
secondary education. It is an exciting time 
that your child embarks upon for Middle 
School! They will have the opportunity 
experience a fun-filled year with Chinese 
and Ming Laoshi.

Mr. Zheng 
Wang

Jeannie Brooks has been a member of the SLLIS 
family since 2017, teaching middle school math. She  
has previous experience teaching Algebra, Honors 
Algebra, and Probability and Statistics, at the high 
school level. Prior to becoming an educator, Mrs. 
Brooks worked in the real estate profession for 18 
years. She received her Bachelor of Science in 
Education at Missouri Baptist University and will 
complete her Masters in Curriculum and Instruction 
in July. Mrs. Brooks advocates for high-quality 
mathematics teaching and learning as a member of 
NCTM, National Council of Teachers of Mathematics. 
When not inspiring students to love math, she works 
tirelessly to invest in her community working with 
programs that help children grow up healthy and 
drug-free, meet the needs of today’s veterans, and 
improve the quality of life.

Mrs. Jeannie 
Brooks

Ken Blanton became a member of the St. Louis Language 
Immersion School Staff in 2017.  While at SLLIS he has 
taught grades 5-8.  Before coming to SLLIS, he taught in 
other districts including rural and urban, and served in 
numerous administrative capacities including 
instructional coordinator and building administrator as 
well as teaching on the college level. He did his 
undergraduate work at Southwest Baptist University, 
received a M.A. in administration from Southeast 
Missouri State University, and post graduate work in 
educational administration at Saint Louis University. Mr. 
Blanton has been a member of the National Science 
Teachers Association and judged many science fair 
projects throughout the area. He is involved in his local 
congregation serving in teaching and leadership positions 
and sings in the chancel choir (pre-COVID and looking 
forward to returning to choir post-COVID). He also tries 
to coral  two energetic and rambunctious Airedale 
terriers!

Mr. Ken 
Blanton
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