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MCMINN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Called Meeting 

Wednesday, July 29, 2020 
 

The McMinn County Board of Education met in called session on Wednesday, July 29, 2020 at 
5:30 p.m. at the McMinn County Center for Educational Excellence. 
 
Chairman Brown called the meeting to order and read the following statement: 
Continuing with recommended COVID-19 precautions issued by Governor Bill Lee, the McMinn 
County Board of Education will resume meeting as a governing body but will continue to provide 
electronic meeting access for the public. Meeting information can be found on our website. 
 
Chairman Brown thanked those that were joining us electronically and asked for the roll call. 
 
PRESENT     ABSENT  
Bill Irvin 
Denise Cunningham 
Donna Cagle 
Donna Casteel 
Mike Cochran 
Mike Lowry 
Quinten Howard 
Rob Shamblin (virtual connection) 
Sharon Brown 
Tony Allman 
 
AGENDA 
 
1. MCS-Virtual Teaching 
 
Mr. Parkison said this meeting came at the request of Mike Cochran with questions he had 
been asked of teachers with virtual learning and turned the meeting over to him. 
 
Mr. Cochran said he had been asked to meet with teachers to address their concerns with the 
virtual learning concept with the reopening of our schools. Donna Casteel stated she was also in 
attendance at the meeting.  Mr. Cochran asked Mr. Parkison if he had a copy of the questions 
that he had compiled which Mr. Parkison stated that he did. 
 
The topics of questions and discussion included the following: 

• Maintaining of student confidential information with virtual instruction 

• Student discipline  

• Cameras in the classroom and student security 

• Device cameras and the control of and responsibility of the student’s learning home 
environment 



  Called Mtg. 7/29/20 
 

• Students involvement in small group sessions/student interaction with virtual 
environment 

• Use of thumb drives/downloading of lessons and the delay with instruction 

• More work for our teachers 

• Concerns with teachers recording lessons 

• Concerns with teachers having to teach live lessons to both brick and mortar students 
and with virtual students simultaneously 

• Hiring teachers to teach only virtual lessons  

• Allowing Instructional coaches to do virtual learning 

• Students getting the same standards of learning 

• Substitute teacher training 

• Insufficient teacher planning time 

• Return to onsite learning and concerns with students’ progress  

• Virtual learning rules (etiquette) and consequences 

• Library of teacher lessons 

• Delay with new reading and math adoptions 

• Assistance with onsite technology needs at our schools 
 
The questions compiled by concerned teachers were asked by Mr. Cochran. Each topic was 
discussed between board members, Director Parkison, along with discussion and 
demonstrations from MCS Instructional Supervisors, and MCS Instructional Coaches. 
 
Donna Cagle made a motion to form a round table committee of teachers and administrators 
for the purpose of having a way for teachers to share their concerns and to receive updated 
information as needed.  
 
Vice Chairman Quinten Howard said we are two weeks away from school starting and our staff 
has worked hard on this plan.  
 
Ms. Pierce-Oswalt, Parliamentarian, said we had a motion on the floor and in order to discuss 
further, the motion needed a second. Mike Cochran seconded the motion. 
 
Chairman Brown asked for further discussion. Vice Chairman Howard said he feels this is an 
administrative decision with our return to school and re-opening plan. Chairman Brown said 
how are we going to determine who would serve on the committee. Ms. Cagle said principals 
could ask who would like to serve. 
 
Mr. Parkison said every school has a leadership team that meets regularly with principals to 
address concerns. Mr. Parkison further shared that he will always listen to teachers concerns. 
Ms. Cagle said that hasn’t been the case in the past and that was good information to know. 
 
Mr. Parkison further stated that they had formed a professional advisory committee consisting 
of teachers and principals and that it has been hard to schedule and/or find a hard meeting 
time. 
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Ms. Cagle said she just wanted a way to hear teachers concerns and as long as these options 
were permitted, she would rescind her motion.  

 
Chairman Brown asked Ms. Cagle if she was rescinding her motion, which she stated she was. 
Mike Cochran rescinded the second to the motion. 
 
Mr. Parkison said he hopes that all of our plans for this school year are temporary and hopes 
we will see this eventually going away and can pull everyone back to school. He said our plans 
come with great collaboration from other districts, local pediatricians, other directors across 
the state and that our decisions are what we feel are best for our school system. Mr. Parkison 
said we have what it takes and will work together to educate our students.  
 
Chairman Brown thanked everyone of their time and thanked those who were connected and 
listening virtually. She also thanked our supervisors, instructional coaches, Ms. Pierce, and 
Director Parkison for helping to address the concerns. She said it is going to be difficult this year 
and that she supports our teacher and appreciates all they are about to entail. Chairman Brown 
said she also appreciates the endless hours the central office staff has given as they truly have 
the kids at heart. 
 
Chairman Brown stated this concluded our agenda for the evening and asked for a motion to 
adjourn. A motion was made by Mike Lowry, seconded by Quinten Howard. A voice vote was 
recorded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Chairman’s Signature     Director of School’s Signature 
 


