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MCMINN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Called Meeting 

Thursday, July 23, 2020 
 

The McMinn County Board of Education met in called session on Thursday, July 23, 2020 at 5:30 
p.m. at the McMinn County Center for Educational Excellence. 
 
Chairman Brown called the meeting to order and read the following statement: 
Continuing with recommended COVID-19 precautions issued by Governor Bill Lee, the McMinn 
County Board of Education will resume meeting as a governing body but will continue to provide 
electronic meeting access for the public. Meeting information can be found on our website. 
 
Chairman Brown thanked those that were joining us electronically and asked Ms. Bivens to call 
the roll. 
 
PRESENT     ABSENT  
Bill Irvin 
Denise Cunningham 
Donna Cagle 
Donna Casteel 
Mike Cochran 
Mike Lowry 
Quinten Howard 
Rob Shamblin 
Sharon Brown 
Tony Allman 
 
AGENDA 
 
1. Educator Preparation Provider/LEA Agreement-Lincoln Memorial University 
2. Proposed changes to the MCS 2020/21 School Calendar 
ADJOURN 
 
Chairman Brown asked Mr. Parkison to review agenda item 1. 
1. Educator Preparation Provider/LEA Agreement-Lincoln Memorial University-term of the 
agreement is August 1, 2020 through July 31, 2021. 
 
Mr. Parkison said this is a standard agreement with our partnering universities for teacher 
candidates to fulfill their clinical experiences. Mr. Parkison said the agreement includes 
alternative plans in the event on-site clinical experience cannot be performed due to COVID-19. 
Mr. Parkison recommended the agreement for approval. 
 
Chairman Brown asked for a motion to accept. Motion was made by Donna Casteel, seconded 
by Quinten Howard. A voice vote was recorded. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 



  Called Mtg. 7/23/20 
 

2. Proposed changes to the 2020/21 MCS School Calendar 

 
Mr. Parkison said in meetings earlier this week with our Southeast Core administrators, it was 
determined that we are not where we need to be with starting back to school with preparation, 
awaiting supplies, sanitizers for classrooms, gathering other supplies such as gloves, masks, etc. 
He said we have been providing training to teachers to prepare them for our virtual 
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environment but that we have over the amount expected for virtual learning. Mr. Parkison said 
we have 940 students already registered with registration through 7/27/20 and we need to 
make certain we are ready to go for this.  Mr. Parkison said he was asking for another four (4) 
days and they have rearranged the proposed calendar to reflect another week of preparation 
time. He said this was discussed with our principals and instructional coaches and they are on 
board with this.  
 
Asking to approve this calendar as presented although, circumstances could change from week 
to week and daily which he may have to step to come in and make the decision to close school 
himself, as policy states. He said our intent is to return to brick and mortar learning as our 
community needs this to happen. Mr. Parkison said he understands the counts and concerns 
with the number of rising cases and that we will take every protocol to make certain we are 
abiding by the precautions necessary as we will put the health and safety of our students over 
the top of everything. Mr. Parkison asked the board for questions. 
 
Mike Lowry asked if we have received any confirmation on the cleaning supplies. Mr. Parkison 
said we have enough to get us started and anticipate receiving our supplies next week, but that 
if we have to shut down, our teachers will be reporting to the buildings to teach from their 
classrooms and we want to have the supplies to allow our teachers to do this. 
 
Donna Cagle said she was concerned about the additional work on our teachers. Mr. Parkison 
said there is definitely a learning curve for them, but some of our teachers such as our distance 
learning teachers, have been doing this for years. Ms. Cagle also asked about if a child is sick at 
home will they be allowed to chime in on virtual lessons.  
 
Chairman Brown asked if students decide they do not want to do virtual learning, will they be 
allowed to come back into the classroom on site or will they have to wait until a deadline to 
return. Mr. Parkison said we will take them back into the classroom environment at any time, 
but we did not want them going in/out of the virtual learning option all year and would have to 
meet the deadline to register. 
 
Mike Cochran said he thinks all teachers need to learn how to teach virtually and that a lot of 
parents have concerns of their students being live streamed out. He further shared his concerns 
with student discipline in this atmosphere. 
 
Mr. Parkison said our high school teachers have experience with this and that the virtual 
teaching only shows the teacher and not the class.  
 
Tony Allman asked how we were going to get the flash drives home to our students with the 
lessons. Mr. Parkison asked Jill Pierce to address the question. Ms. Pierce said we were working 
on these procedures to be able to get these to the parents. She said parents do have to help in 
this environment, but that we would provide detailed instructions and training for them. She 
said every MCS student has an email account which the parents can access for communication, 
as well.  
 
Chairman Brown said we need to get back on track with our agenda item which was the 
proposed changes to our school calendar that included additional staggered start dates for our 
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students. Chairman Brown suggested if the board so desired, we could have another meeting to 
further discuss the board’s questions regarding virtual schools. Mr. Parkison said we could do 
that. 
 
Chairman Brown said Mr. Parkison recommended the proposed calendar changes and asked for 
a motion to approve. A motion to approve was made by Tony Allman, seconded by Quinten 
Howard. Chairman Brown asked for any discussion. Mike Cochran asked if we really needed the 
two weeks of staggered scheduling as he feels as though we are losing instructional time. Mr. 
Parkison said the two weeks are crucial as we need the time to train our parents on the virtual 
learning process.  
 
Chairman Brown stated we have a motion and a second on the floor and asked for a voice vote. 
A voice vote was recorded. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Chairman Brown stated this concluded our agenda for the evening and asked for a motion to 
adjourn. A motion was made by Quinten Howard, seconded by Mike Lowry. A voice vote was 
recorded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Chairman’s Signature     Director of School’s Signature 
 


