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A fictional account of how the Dutch artist Vermeer painted his

masterpiece. In this splendid novel, the girl in the painting is

Griet, the 16-year-old servant of the Vermeer household. The

relationship between her and Vermeer is elusive. Is she more

than a model? Is she merely an assistant? Is the artist's interest

exaggerated in her eyes? The details found in this book bring

17th-century Holland to life. Everyday chores are described so

completely that readers will feel Griet's raw, chapped hands

and smell the blood-soaked sawdust of the butcher's stall. They

will never view a Dutch painting again without remembering

how bone, white lead, and other materials from the apothecary

shop were ground, and then mixed with linseed oil to produce

the rich colors. YAs will also find out how a maid from the lower

class, whose only claim to pearls would be to steal them,

becomes the owner of the earrings.

● Lexile - 770

● Age range - 14+

● AP Art History



Joining the ranks of modern myth busters, Dr. Sharon 

Moalem turns our current understanding of illness on its 

head and challenges us to fundamentally change the way 

we think about our bodies, our health, and our relationship 

to just about every other living thing on earth. Through a 

fresh and engaging examination of our evolutionary history, 

Dr. Moalem reveals how many of the conditions that are 

diseases today actually gave our ancestors a leg up in the 

survival sweepstakes. But Survival of the Sickest doesn't 

stop there. It goes on to demonstrate just how little modern 

medicine really understands about human health, and 

offers a new way of thinking that can help all of us live 

longer, healthier lives.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 16+

● AP Biology



One teenager in a skirt.

One teenager with a lighter.

One moment that changes both of their lives forever.

If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never 

would have met. Both were high school students from 

Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in 

the country, but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, 

a white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and 

attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen, 

lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a 

large public one. Each day, their paths overlapped for a 

mere eight minutes. But one afternoon on the bus ride 

home from school, a single reckless act left Sasha 

severely burned, and Richard charged with two hate 

crimes and facing life imprisonment. The case garnered 

international attention, thrusting both teenagers into the 

spotlight.

● Lexile - 930

● Age range - 13+

● Nonfiction LGBTQ



In The Bad Guys Won, award-winning former Sports Illustrated

baseball writer Jeff Pearlman returns to an innocent time when a 

city worshipped a man named Mookie and the Yankess were the 

second-best team in New York. So it was in 1986, when the New 

York Mets -- the last of baseball's live-like-rock-star teams -- won 

the World Series and captured the hearts (and other select body 

parts) of fans everywhere.

But their greatness on the field was nearly eclipsed by how bad 

they were off it. Led by the indomitable Keith Hernandez and the 

young dynamic duo of Dwight Gooden and Darryl Strawberry, 

along with the gallant Scum Bunch, the Amazin's won 108 

regular-season games, while leaving a wide trail of wreckage in 

their wake -- hotel rooms, charter planes, a bar in Houston, and 

most famously Bill Buckner and the eternally cursed Boston Red 

Sox. With an unforgettable cast of characters -- Doc, Straw, the 

Kid, Nails, Mex, and manager Davey Johnson (as well as 

innumerable groupies) -- The Bad Guys Won immortalizes 

baseball's last great wild bunch of explores what could have been, 

what should have been, and thanks to a tragic dismantling of the 

club, what never was.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 17+

● Sports Nonfiction



This prequel to Alexander's Newbery Medal winner, The 

Crossover (2014), provides the backstory of twins Josh and 

Jordan Bell's father, Chuck "Da Man" Bell, a basketball star 

who died young. Set in 1988, the novel-in-verse follows 

Chuck, who is acting out as he mourns the premature death 

of his own father. His mother's solution is to send him to 

spend the summer at his paternal grandparents' home, 

where he endures his grandfather's tough love and his 

cousin Roxie's superior skills as a baller. Alexander's non-

rhyming poetry has propulsive, hard-hitting rhythm. A few 

poems are cast in graphic novel-style panels, which serve as 

nice breaks among the poems and illustrate how Chuck, a 

comic book lover, imagines himself. Adults may get more of 

a kick out of the references to 1980s pop culture (Members 

Only jackets, Now and Later candy) than the target 

audience, but the multilayered coming-of-age story should 

resonate with young readers. While this companion novel 

works as a standalone, those who have read the first book 

will have a richer experience.

● Lexile - 780

● Age range - 13+

● Sports Fiction



Jarrett Stepman, editor at The Daily Signal and host of Right Side of 

History, exposes the true aims of the war on our history:

● The war on America: World history is full of conquests and 

suffering indigenous peoples. Why target Christopher Columbus? 

What they really want to tear down is America.

● The war on Thanksgiving: World history is full of colonists. Why 

target the Pilgrims? What they really want to tear down is American 

freedom and prosperity.

● The war on the Founding: World history is full of slavery. Why 

target Thomas Jefferson? What they really want to tear down are 

the rights endowed by our Creator.

● The war on the common man: World history is full of victorious 

generals and populist politicians. Why target Andrew Jackson? 

What they really want to tear down is democracy.

If America is to survive this assault, we must rally to the defense of our 

illustrious history. The War on History is the battle plan.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 14+

● Nonfiction Current Events



An extraordinary story, never before told: The intimate, behind-the-

scenes life of an American boy raised by his terrorist father--the man 

who planned the 1993 World Trade Center bombing.

In this book, Ebrahim dispels the myth that terrorism is a foregone 

conclusion for people trained to hate. Based on his own remarkable 

journey, he shows that hate is always a choice--but so is tolerance. 

Though Ebrahim was subjected to a violent, intolerant ideology 

throughout his childhood, he did not become radicalized. Ebrahim 

argues that people conditioned to be terrorists are actually well 

positioned to combat terrorism, because of their ability to bring 

seemingly incompatible ideologies together in conversation and 

advocate in the fight for peace. Ebrahim argues that everyone, 

regardless of their upbringing or circumstances, can learn to tap into 

their inherent empathy and embrace tolerance over hatred. His original, 

urgent message is fresh, groundbreaking, and essential to the current 

discussion about terrorism.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 14+

● Nonfiction Autobiography



First published in 1963, James Baldwin’s The Fire Next Time 

stabbed at the heart of America’s so-called “Negro problem.” As 

remarkable for its masterful prose as for its frank and personal 

account of the black experience in the United States, it is 

considered one of the most passionate and influential explorations 

of 1960s race relations, weaving thematic threads of love, faith, 

and family into a candid assault on the hypocrisy of the “land of 

the free.”

Now, James Baldwin’s rich, raw, and ever relevant prose is 

reprinted with more than 100 photographs from Steve Schapiro, 

who traveled the American South with Baldwin for Life magazine. 

The encounter thrust Schapiro into the thick of the movement, 

allowing for vital, often iconic, images both of civil rights leaders—

including Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Fred 

Shuttlesworth, and Jerome Smith—and such landmark events as 

the March on Washington and the Selma march.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 17+

● Nonfiction Civil Rights



Bestselling author Laurie Halse Anderson is known for the 

unflinching way she writes about, and advocates for, survivors 

of sexual assault. Now, inspired by her fans and enraged by 

how little in our culture has changed since her groundbreaking 

novel Speak was first published twenty years ago, she has 

written a poetry memoir that is as vulnerable as it is rallying, as 

timely as it is timeless. In free verse, Anderson shares 

reflections, rants, and calls to action woven between deeply 

personal stories from her life that she's never written about 

before. Described as "powerful," "captivating," and "essential" 

in the nine starred reviews it's received, this must-read memoir 

is being hailed as one of 2019's best books for teens and 

adults. A denouncement of our society's failures and a love 

letter to all the people with the courage to say #MeToo and 

#TimesUp, whether aloud, online, or only in their own hearts, 

SHOUT speaks truth to power in a loud, clear voice-- and once 

you hear it, it is impossible to ignore.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 14+

● Nonfiction Autobiography



Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee is Dee Brown's classic, 

eloquent, meticulously documented account of the 

systematic destruction of the American Indian during the 

second half of the nineteenth century. A national 

bestseller in hardcover for more than a year after its initial 

publication, it has sold over four million copies in multiple 

editions and has been translated into seventeen 

languages.

Using council records, autobiographies, and firsthand 

descriptions, Brown allows great chiefs and warriors of the 

Dakota, Ute, Sioux, Cheyenne, and other tribes to tell us 

in their own words of the series of battles, massacres, and 

broken treaties that finally left them and their people 

demoralized and decimated. A unique and disturbing 

narrative told with force and clarity, Bury My Heart at 

Wounded Knee changed forever our vision of how the 

West was won, and lost. It tells a story that should not be 

forgotten, and so must be retold from time to time.

● Lexile - 1160

● Age range - 15+

● Nonfiction Classic HIstory



Three years later. Scythe Goddard has risen to High Blade 

of MidMerica, and is quickly gripping all of North Merica in 

his iron fist with his radical new laws. The Thunderhead is 

still silent—except to Grayson Tolliver, who has reluctantly 

accepted his new role as the Tonist figurehead The Toll. 

Scythe Faraday and his librarian companion Munira fly 

toward a Pacific atoll that even the Thunderhead doesn't 

know about. And a vault containing the frozen bodies of 

two missing scythes is brought up from the depths of the 

wreckage of Endura. In this gripping conclusion to the 

series, Shusterman weaves together story lines of old and 

new characters to create an explosive series end. The 

depth of this immortal future is further plumbed, immersing 

readers in a world full of political intrigue, religious fervor, 

and questions about what it is to be human. 

● Lexile - 850

● Age range - 15+

● Science Fiction



This affecting historical novel, set in the pre-Civil War South, is 

narrated by a slave named Clora. She describes the life she and her 

mother share, her mother's suicide, her own unsuccessful attempt to 

kill her children, and the successful taking of her own life to escape 

mistreatment by her masters. After her death, Clora follows her 

children's lives in spirit form (interestingly depicted on the cover). The 

treatment of the slaves is heart-wrenching. Although vivid details 

make readers identify with the characters and feel their pain, 

Cooper's writing skill will draw them into the story, despite knowing in 

advance that it will hurt. While the generous use of white space on 

each page gives the book a juvenile appearance, the format, 

emotional tone, and use of dialect make it more appropriate for more 

mature YAs. An excellent book about slave life in the pre- and post-

Civil War era.

● Lexile - 770

● Age range - 16+

● Historical Fiction



On a foggy summer night, eleven people -- ten privileged, one 

down-on-his-luck painter -- depart Martha's Vineyard on a private 

jet headed for New York. Sixteen minutes later, the unthinkable 

happens: the plane plunges into the ocean. The only survivors 

are the painter Scott Burroughs and a four-year-old boy, who is 

now the last remaining member of an immensely wealthy and 

powerful media mogul's family.

Was it by chance that so many influential people perished? Or 

was something more sinister at work? A storm of media attention 

brings Scott fame that quickly morphs into notoriety and 

accusations, and he scrambles to learn truth about the crash. 

Amid trauma and chaos, the fragile relationship between Scott 

and the young boy grows and glows at the heart of this stunning 

novel, raising questions of fate, morality, and the inextricable ties 

that bind us together.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 15+

● Fiction Action Adventure



Lena has her killer style, her awesome boyfriend, and a plan. 

She knows she's going to make it big. Campbell, on the other 

hand, is just trying to keep her head down and get through the 

year at her new school.

When both girls attend the Friday-night football game, what 

neither expects is for everything to descend into sudden mass 

chaos. Chaos born from violence and hate. Chaos that 

unexpectedly throws them together.

They aren't friends. They hardly understand the other's point of 

view. But none of that matters when the city is up in flames, 

and they only have each other to rely on if they're going to 

survive the night.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 14+

● Fiction Action Adventure



Five students are sent to after-school detention at Bayview 

High: Bronwyn, the brain; Addy, the beauty; Nate, the criminal; 

Cooper, the athlete; and Simon, the outcast. You might think 

this sounds like a familiar '80s movie about a club and 

breakfast—but in this case, Simon doesn't make it out alive. 

Simon, the creator of Bayview High's infamous gossip app, 

had promised to release juicy details about all four of his 

popular co-detention attendees the next day, which means all 

four are suspects in his murder—unless, of course, a sixth 

figure is using them as patsies … As author “McManus's 

intense mystery unfolds … each character becomes more 

complex and nuanced, adding richness and depth to the 

suspense” (VOYA).

● Lexile - 730

● Age range - 14+

● Fiction Mystery



Frank Li has two names. There's Frank Li, his American 

name. Then there's Sung-Min Li, his Korean name. No one 

uses his Korean name, not even his parents. Frank barely 

speaks any Korean. He was born and raised in Southern 

California.

Even so, his parents still expect him to end up with a nice 

Korean girl--which is a problem, since Frank is finally dating 

the girl of his dreams: Brit Means. Brit, who is funny and 

nerdy just like him. Brit, who makes him laugh like no one 

else. Brit . . . who is white.

As Frank falls in love for the very first time, he's forced to 

confront the fact that while his parents sacrificed everything to 

raise him in the land of opportunity, their traditional 

expectations don't leave a lot of room for him to be a regular 

American teen. Desperate to be with Brit without his parents 

finding out, Frank turns to family friend Joy Song, who is in a 

similar bind. Together, they come up with a plan to help each 

other and keep their parents off their backs. Frank thinks he's 

found the solution to all his problems, but when life throws 

him a curveball, he's left wondering whether he ever really 

knew anything about love--or himself--at all.

● Lexile - 660

● Age range - 15+

● Fiction Romance



Jay Reguero plans to spend the last semester of his senior 

year playing video games before heading to the University of 

Michigan in the fall. But when he discovers that his Filipino 

cousin Jun was murdered as part of President Duterte's war 

on drugs, and no one in the family wants to talk about what 

happened, Jay travels to the Philippines to find out the real 

story.

Hoping to uncover more about Jun and the events that led to 

his death, Jay is forced to reckon with the many sides of his 

cousin before he can face the whole horrible truth -- and the 

part he played in it.

As gripping as it is lyrical, Patron Saints of Nothing is a page-

turning portrayal of the struggle to reconcile faith, family, and 

immigrant identity.

● Lexile - 840

● Age range - 14+

● Realistic Fiction Current Events



Bi-racial high school senior Emoni Santiago balances school 

with her job and raising her two-year-old daughter in 

Philadelphia. Her supportive abuela helps develop Emoni’s love 

of cooking, but Emoni also knows that to pursue culinary school 

is impossible. But in the end, Emoni, despite the challenges, has 

no choice but to follow her passion.

Ever since she got pregnant freshman year, Emoni Santiago's 

life has been about making the tough decisions--doing what has 

to be done for her daughter and her abuela. The one place she 

can let all that go is in the kitchen, where she adds a little 

something magical to everything she cooks, turning her food into 

straight-up goodness.

Even though she dreams of working as a chef after she 

graduates, Emoni knows that it's not worth her time to pursue 

the impossible. Yet despite the rules she thinks she has to play 

by, once Emoni starts cooking, her only choice is to let her talent 

break free.

● Lexile - 810

● Age range - 14+

● Realistic Fiction Multicultural



Dance is Soledad Reyes's life. About to graduate from Miami's 

Biscayne High School for the Performing Arts, she plans on 

spending her last summer at home teaching in a dance studio, 

saving money, and eventually auditioning for dance 

companies. That is, until fate intervenes in the form of fellow 

student Jonathan Crandall who has what sounds like an 

outrageous proposition: Forget teaching. Why not spend the 

summer performing in the intense environment of the 

competitive drum and bugle corps? The corps is going to be 

performing Carmen, and the opportunity to portray the 

character of the sultry gypsy proves too tempting for Soledad 

to pass up, as well as the opportunity to spend more time with 

Jonathan, who intrigues her in a way no boy ever has before.

But in an uncanny echo of the story they perform every 

evening, an unexpected competitor for Soledad's affections 

appears: Taz, a member of an all-star Spanish soccer team. 

One explosive encounter later Soledad finds not only her 

relationship with Jonathan threatened, but her entire future as 

a professional dancer.

● Lexile - 820

● Age range - 15+

● Fiction Hispanic Romance



When a car crash sidelines Mickey just before softball 

season, she has to find a way to hold on to her spot as the 

catcher for a team expected to make a historic tournament 

run. Behind the plate is the only place she's ever felt 

comfortable, and the painkillers she's been prescribed can 

help her get there.

The pills do more than take away pain; they make her feel 

good.

With a new circle of friends--fellow injured athletes, others 

with just time to kill--Mickey finds peaceful acceptance, and 

people with whom words come easily, even if it is just the pills 

loosening her tongue.

But as the pressure to be Mickey Catalan heightens, her need 

increases, and it becomes less about pain and more about 

want, something that could send her spiraling out of control.

● Lexile - 900

● Age range - 14+

● Fiction Social Issues



Laura Dean, the most popular girl in high school, was Frederica 

Riley's dream girl: charming, confident, and SO cute. There's 

just one problem: Laura Dean is maybe not the greatest 

girlfriend.

Reeling from her latest break up, Freddy's best friend, Doodle, 

introduces her to the Seek-Her, a mysterious medium, who 

leaves Freddy some cryptic parting words: break up with her. 

But Laura Dean keeps coming back, and as their relationship 

spirals further out of her control, Freddy has to wonder if it's 

really Laura Dean that's the problem. Maybe it's Freddy, who is 

rapidly losing her friends, including Doodle, who needs her now 

more than ever.

Fortunately for Freddy, there are new friends, and the insight of 

advice columnists like Anna Vice to help her through being a 

teenager in love.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 14+

● Graphic Novel LGBTQ



Over the last half a billion years, there have been five mass 

extinctions, when the diversity of life on earth suddenly and 

dramatically contracted. Scientists around the world are 

currently monitoring the sixth extinction, predicted to be the 

most devastating extinction event since the asteroid impact 

that wiped out the dinosaurs. This time around, the 

cataclysm is us. In The Sixth Extinction, two-time winner of 

the National Magazine Award and New Yorker writer 

Elizabeth Kolbert draws on the work of scores of researchers 

in half a dozen disciplines, accompanying many of them into 

the field: geologists who study deep ocean cores, botanists 

who follow the tree line as it climbs up the Andes, marine 

biologists who dive off the Great Barrier Reef. She 

introduces us to a dozen species, some already gone, others 

facing extinction, including the Panamian golden frog, 

staghorn coral, the great auk, and the Sumatran rhino. 

Through these stories, Kolbert provides a moving account of 

the disappearances occurring all around us and traces the 

evolution of extinction as concept, from its first articulation by 

Georges Cuvier in revolutionary Paris up through the present 

day. The sixth extinction is likely to be mankind's most 

lasting legacy; as Kolbert observes, it compels us to rethink 

the fundamental question of what it means to be human.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 16+

● AP Environmental Science



In 2015 Manoush Zomorodi, creator of WNYC’s popular 

podcast and radio show Note to Self, led tens of thousands 

of listeners through an experiment to help them unplug from 

their devices, get bored, jump-start their creativity, and 

change their lives. Bored and Brilliant builds on that 

experiment to show us how to rethink our gadget use to live 

better and smarter in this new digital ecosystem. Manoush 

explains the connection between boredom and original 

thinking, exploring how we can harness boredom’s hidden 

benefits to become our most productive and creative selves 

without totally abandoning our gadgets in the process. 

Grounding the book in the neuroscience and cognitive 

psychology of “mind wandering” what our brains do when 

we're doing nothing at all—Manoush includes practical 

steps you can take to ease the nonstop busyness and 

enhance your ability to dream, wonder, and gain clarity in 

your work and life. The outcome is mind-blowing. Unplug 

and read on.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 16+

● Nonfiction STEM



Divided into five chapters and illustrated by kaur, the sun and 

her flowers is a journey of wilting, falling, rooting, rising, and 

blooming. A celebration of love in all its forms.

this is the recipe of life

said my mother

as she held me in her arms as i wept

think of those flowers you plant

in the garden each year

they will teach you

that people too

must wilt

fall

root

rise

in order to bloom

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 15+

● Poetry



Trapped in sunny, stifling, small-town suburbia, seventeen-

year-old Morgan knows why she's in therapy. She can't count 

the number of times she's been the only non-white person at 

the sleepover, been teased for her "weird" outfits, and been 

told she's not "really" black. Also, she's spent most of her 

summer crying in bed. So there's that, too.

Lately, it feels like the whole world is listening to the same 

terrible track on repeat--and it's telling them how to feel, who to 

vote for, what to believe. Morgan wonders, when can she turn 

this song off and begin living for herself?

Loosely based on her own teenage life and diaries, this 

incredible debut by award-winning poet Morgan Parker will 

make readers stand up and cheer for a girl brave enough to 

live life on her own terms--and for themselves.

● Lexile - 760

● Age range - 14+

● Realistic Fiction



Once a year, a road appears in the forest. And at the 

end of it, the ghost of Lucy Gallows beckons. Lucy's 

game isn't for the faint of heart. If you win, you escape 

with your life. But if you lose....

Sara's sister disappeared one year ago--and only Sara 

knows where she is. Becca went to find the ghost of 

Lucy Gallows and is trapped on the road that leads to 

her. In the sleepy town of Briar Glen, Lucy's road is 

nothing more than local lore. But Sara knows it's real, 

and she's going to find it.

When Sara and her skeptical friends meet in the forest 

to search for Becca, the mysterious road unfurls before 

them. All they have to do is walk down it. But the path 

to Lucy is not of this world, and it has its own rules. 

Every mistake summons new horrors. Vengeful spirits 

and broken, angry creatures are waiting for them to 

slip, and no one is guaranteed safe passage. The only 

certainty is this: the road has a toll and it will be paid.

Sara knows that if she steps onto the road, she might 

not come back. But Becca needs her.

● Lexile - Unknown

● Age range - 15+

● Fiction Suspense



Questions surrounding summer reading should be addressed to 

Mr. Olivieri…  dolivieri@collsk12.org


