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LOCK DOWNS 
Our school is committed to the safety and education of 
our students.  We also want to clearly communicate with 
parents about safety issues when they arise.  As a parent, I 
know how terrifying it is to receive a message that the 
school is on “Lock Down”.  The first thing one 
instinctually wants to do is run to the school to get their 
babies and keep them safe.  

Our first priority in a “lock down” is to make sure all of 
the students are safe.  The second priority is to get clear 
information out to staff, and the next priority is to send 
communication out to families before the media or 
Facebook gets to them.   

When parents flood to the school and demand entry into 
the building to get their students, it takes the office away 
from the most important tasks of the moment. While we 
would much prefer to have you call than come to the 
school, we know our phone lines become very busy and 
difficult to get through.  It seems that the best course of 
action is to send you a message when we are able to. 

Last Friday, we implemented a “Lock Down”.  This 
means that the perimeter was double checked for security 
(as you know, our perimeter is locked anyway) and 
children and staff remained in the building until we were 
told that the external threat was gone, and we could 
resume normal activities such as recess. The teaching staff 
did not miss a beat and instruction continued throughout 
the morning. Within an hour, the lock down request was 
lifted. 

The staff at St Albans Consolidated functions as a team 
and leaves themselves, and their own needs, at the door 
every day to focus on your children first. Thank you for 
trusting us with the most precious people in your lives.  
Please contact me at 938-4581 or esurprenant@rsu19.org if 
you have any questions, comments, or suggestions. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

EARLY RELEASE 

An early release day has been 
added to the school calendar for 

February 7th.  The dismissal times 
have changed.  Students being 
picked up will be dismissed at 
11:30.  Buses will roll at 11:45. 

 

BIRTHDAY LUNCH and 
POPCORN DAY 

The PTF sponsored lunch, for 
students celebrating birthdays in 
February, will be held on Friday, 
February 16th.  Popcorn will also 

be served on this day. 

 

VACATION-NO SCHOOL 

February vacation will take place 
from Monday, February 19th 

through Friday, February 23rd 

 

END of 2nd TRIMESTER 

Grades close on March 8th and 
Report Cards will go home on 

March 15.  Student led 
conferences will take place March 

8th and 13th.  
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VOLUNTEERS 
Here at St Albans, all volunteers are asked to 

participate in a criminal record check and 
confidentiality training.  If you are volunteering in the 

building, on multiple occasions this year, please 
provide your name and birthdate to the office for the 
background check. Confidentiality training will take 
place on February 16th @ 7:45 and March 6th@ 2:30. 

Please choose one day that works best for you. 

 

100th DAY 
If we don’t have any more snow days, the 100th day of 

school will be on Tuesday, February 13th.  Students 
and staff are invited to dress up like 100 year olds.  

 

DISMISSAL and CARS 
Several parents are parking in the bus lanes to pick up 

their students. While this is completely 
understandable, with all the cold weather we have 

been having, we must leave the main driveway clear 
from 2:40-3:00pm for bus traffic.  Please park in the 

main parking lot and walk to the building. If you have 
a condition that prevents you from doing so, please 

contact the main office so we can arrange for 
accommodations. Thank you for your understanding. 

 

MEET OUR SCHOOL NURSE 
My name is Jessica Thibodeau. I am the new school 
nurse at RSU 19 caring for students at the Somerset 
and St. Albans schools this year. I received a Bachelors 
of Science degree in Nursing from the University of 
Maine, Orono with a minor in Psychology. I have been 
a Registered Nurse for 4.5 years at Mayo Regional 
Hospital. During that time, I primarily worked in 
Obstetrics, Medical Surgical, and the Emergency 
Department. I enjoy caring for the students at these 
schools and meeting all of the parents.  
 

 

VISITING ARTIST 
St Albans Consolidated 

students in grades K, 1, and 2 
are going to have instruction 
in ART!. We have a visiting 

artist, Glenda Frati, coming to 
the building one Friday each 

month to teach classes.  
Kindergarteners will 

participate in 30 minute classes 
while 1st and 2nd graders take 

part in 45 minutes of 
instruction.  We are looking 
forward to this opportunity. 

 

MEETING WITH 
TEACHERS 

Please do not walk down to 
classrooms to speak with your 

teachers during dismissal.  
Please wait until ALL students 

are dismissed, or better yet- 
make an appointment with 

Lisa Ballard in the office. 

 

KINDERGARTEN 
BACKPACK 
PROGRAM 

Hometown Health has 
partnered up with the district 
again to provide kindergarten 

families with extra food for 
vacation.  These bags will be 

ready the week before 
vacation.  Please let us know if 

you would prefer to donate 
yours to another family. 


