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TCSD Achievement

 School Science 

Teacher Richard 

Langdeaux carried 

the Rosebud Sioux

 Tribal Flag across

 the finish line of

 the 125th Boston 

Marathon on 

Indigenous People’s

Day in Boston, 

Massachusetts, on 

October 11, 2021.

(See story and local 
honoring on Pages 10-11)
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...From the
Superintendent...

TCSD CALENDAR CLARIFICATION…
Some dates on the 2021-22 Todd County School District 

Calendar published in the September issue of the 
Dreamcatcher were incorrect. 

These are the dates for those in question:
 January:
 January 31 is a Teacher Work Day, no students 

or Inservice.
 February:
 There is no Inservice on February 14.

 Please adjust your schedules accordingly.

  October was 
designated National 
Principal’s Month, and 
our faithful employees 
in those positions were 
acknowledged for their 
hard work with our 
Todd County students.
     Let us remember, too, 
to thank our teaching 
staff this month as 
American Education 
Week is observed 
November 15-19.  
     Construction on the 
new Parmelee (He Dog) 
Elementary School is 
coming along and should 
be nearing completion..  
We are looking forward 
to seeing it finished 

and filled with excited 
children.
     The old Okreek School, 
that served community 
students for so many 
decades has now been 
demolished and students 
are enjoying their new 
modern building.
     Congratulations 
to our Todd County 
Achievement School 
Science Teacher Richard 
Langdeaux, whose 
perseverance and hard 
work led him to the 
2021 Boston Marathon 
Finish Line in 3 hours 
and 8 minutes, carrying 
the Rosebud Sioux 
Tribal Flag.  Richard 
is a shining example of 
determination for both 
the School District and 
the Tribe.
     We have lost another 
TCSD Family Member 
with the passing of 
Bus Shop Secretary/
Dispatcher Gwenda 
Jackson on November 
15.  Gwenda was 
in her 32nd year of 
employment with the 
District.  My condolences 
to the Jackson family 
and all who knew and 
valued her friendship 
and work ethic. 
     Another long-time 
TCSD Teacher was 

called home last month.  
Mayda Bartlett taught 
at Rosebud Elementary 
for 28 years.
     Sympathy to Okreek 
Teacher Leslie Crow, 
who lost her father 
recently. 
     Our Thanksgiving 
break is nearly here.  
Please enjoy your time 
with family and friends. 
     And please remember 
to be kind.  It doesn’t 
cost a thing.
   Respectfully,
   Carol Galbraith         
   TCSD Superintendent

Autumn on the Rosebud...



Todd County School District Dreamcatcher, OCTOBER 2021 - Page 4

From

 Rosebud

Elementary

RED RIBBON WALK - Rosebud Elementary held their annual Red Ribbon Walk  
to commemorate Red Ribbon Week, which is an alcohol, tobacco, and other drug 
and violence prevention awareness campaign observed annually in October in 
the United States. It began as a tribute to fallen DEA special agent Enrique 
Camerena in 1985. According to the United States DEA, Red Ribbon Week is the 
nation’s largest and longest-running drug awareness and prevention program.

Rosebud Elementary
Students met the

author of
“Porter the Hoarder” 

via Zoom.

Attendance Panthers are in the house!



      Todd County School District Dreamcatcher, OCTOBER 2021 - Page 5

ATTENDANCE TROPHY WINNERS:
  89% Attendance from Mrs. Schubauer and Mr. 

Zach’s Fifth Grade Class.  Way to LEAD 
Fifth Grade!!

ATTENDANCE TROPHY WINNERS:
89% Attendance for Mrs. Emery and Ms. Mina’s 

Fourth Grade Classroom.  “Lead us ON!
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Spring Creek & Lakeview Red Ribbon Week Poster Winners...

SPRING 
CREEK:

K-1
Dacien

Walking Eagle

2-3
Kimberly 
Iron Ring

4-5
Wicahpi 

Thin Elk-Stevens

6-8
Flora

Big Crow

LAKEVIEW:

K-2
Mya 

Two Eagle

3-5
Sadie
Allen

6-8
River 
Doyle

Poster contests 
with rewards were held 
in memory of Larry & 
Donna Nylander, parents 

of Mary Nylander, 
LPC Counselor at 

Spring Creek 
and Lakeview Schools



             Todd County School District Dreamcatcher, OCTOBER 2021 - Page 7

Okreek Halloween...

TCSD Board earns ASBSD Award...
 Members of the Todd County School Board have earned 
a Gold Level Award for their dedication to enhancing their 
knowledge of school board work during the 2020-21 school year.  
They received their ALL (Act, Learn, Lead) plaque this Fall.
 The Todd County School Board accumulated 500 or 
more ALL points, by participating in ASBSD (Associated School 
Boards of South Dakota) activities, training opportunities 
and demonstrating leadership at the local, state and national 
level.   
 School Boards accumulated points throughout the previous 
school year to earn the award.  In the fifth year of the program, 
77 public school boards (more than half of the public boards in 
South Dakota) earned an ALL Award, the most in the history of 
the program.  
 ASBSD is a private, non-profit assoication, representing 
more than 850 South Dakota School Board Members, the 149 
schools they govern, and the students they serve.
  “We want to congratulate the Todd County School Board 
for utilizing the previous school year to broaden their knowledge 
of school board work, which will undoubtedly benefit their 
students, staff and community,” ASBSD Executive Director Wade 
Pogany said.
 “In a school year unlike any other in terms of challenges 
local school boards faced, we’re thrilled to recognize the time, 
effort, commitment and leadership put forth by board members,” 
he said.  “A big thank you to all schools boards for their work 
throughout the 2020-21 school year.”
    - Josh Larson photo

Current TCSD Board of Education: Back, from left - Member Tim Cournoyer, 
President Debra Boyd, Vice Preesident Sage Fast Dog.  Front - Member Linda 
Bordeaux, Member Michelle Allen.  Shelley Means was a Member and Board 

Vice President of the 2020-21 TCSD Board.
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Visiting Spring Creek...

Smudging every morning is just one thing we do to make 
sure our Lakota way of life is preserved...

Kindergarten Kiddos are always curious about what’s going on in the 
Principal’s Office!

A nice nature walk during our amazing Fall weather led to some pretty awesome pieces of art!

...from Principal Roberta Bizardie...
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Thank You...
To each and every 

Staff Member 
for all you do 

for the 
Students of the 

Todd County School District.

  ...American Education Week...
November 15-19, 2021
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Todd County Teacher runs Boston Marathon, a dream come true...
By Taylor Risse, 
Todd County Tribune.
Bennett County Booster

     Todd County teacher and runner 
Richard Langdeaux not only ran in 
the prestigious Boston Marathon, but 
felt honored to run it on Indigenous 
People’s Day, Monday, October 11, 
calling it a dream come true.
     Richard Langdeaux has been 
a teacher at the Todd County 
Achievement School for 4.5 years 
teaching science, health, PE, and also 
spends time as an assistant coach for 
Todd County Cross Country.
     The most popular question a 
runner is asked is, “Why do you 
run?” To most people running is 
not an enjoyable pass-time which 
makes it hard to see why someone 
would enjoy doing it. Richard’s 
response is, “Lots of reasons, mostly 
for my health. It has helped me grow 
spiritually because it brings me to a 
point of suffering and living - it’s a 
beautiful feeling, and all the things 
I’m out running. 
     “Diabetes and alcoholism run in 
my family so I out run it,” he replied. 
“Another reason, I’m a soldier in the 
S.D. National Guard, I need to be 
fit so I am prepared for anything. 
Running has got me through hard 
times of dealing with family loss and 

has got me through college. I never 
thought some years ago it would get 
me to the Boston Marathon.”
     Richard is originally from 
Winner, but attended boarding 
school in southern California, then a 
community college also in California, 
and then Valley City State University 
in North Dakota. He then spent some 
time in Wagner, S.D., before finding 
his home teaching in Mission.
     When asked how long he has 
been running, Richard told a 
story of running at a track day 
in kindergarten and beating his 
classmates and first experiencing the 
thrill of running.
     Falling into a rough crowd in 
boarding school kept Richard from 
running but his senior year found 
him on the cross country team, 
where he excelled and ended up 
running on the cross country team at 
the community college he attended. 
He then received a scholarship to 
run cross country at Valley City State 
University in North Dakota.
     Running a marathon wasn’t 
anything new to Richard, as he had 
ran numerous races, half marathons, 
and a few other full marathons. In 
2019, he realized what a blessing 
he had with his fitness abilities and 
decided to join the National Guard. 
At a marathon in Brookings where 
he was trying out for the National 
Guard Marathon Team is where he 
earned his time that qualified him for 
the Boston Marathon. To qualify for 
the Boston Maratho, you must run a 
marathon under a certain time limit 
based on your age. Richard needed 
to run a marathon under three hours 
and in Brookings he placed third and 
ran a 2:38:03.52.
     COVID-19 put a hold on Richard’s 
Boston debut, as the marathon was 
cancelled due to the pandemic. To 
honor the qualifications from 2019, 
the marathon allowed times from 
that year. Trying to accommodate 
COVID-19 regulations, the marathon 
was cut to 20,000 people from its 
usual 30,000. In doing this they also 
enlarged the cutoff time to qualify, 
so the runners must have run 7.47 
minutes faster than the qualifying 
standard, which put Richard’s age 
class from 3 hours to 2:52 hours.
Richard commented that out of the 
20,000 entered for the race 15,700 

finished and he placed 2,436th with 
a time of 3:08:46. He added it was his 
second worst marathon!
     This was Richard’s fourth 
marathon total. He ran one in May 
2019, when he qualified for the 
Boston, one in Omaha, NE, when he 
was trying out for the All National 
Guard Team, and qualified, another 
marathon in August where he tried 
out for the All National Guard Team 
again, and once again qualified.
     Richard said he didn’t have anyone 
travel to Boston with him but had 
strong support from a friend and 
fellow qualifier out of Rapid City, 
who also owns a gym and helped 
sponsor Richard. 
“He pushed me to go,” said 
Langdeaux.
     A fun question to hear Richard 
answer was what were the three most 
memorable things about Boston?
     The amount of people is something 
that Richard greatly emphasized. 
He remarked that at the smaller 
runs he has usually been in front of 
the pack and running, for the most 
part, by himself. In Boston, “There 
were runners with you the whole 
time. Runners were there from all 
different areas and countries. Seeing 
people drop out - people you never 
think they’d hang up the towel.”  
Richard explained that around mile 
eight, a woman passed out and went 
into cardiac arrest.
   The third thing Richard commented 
on was the fan base,  “There were 
people cheering for you that didn’t 
even know you,” he stated!
     He continued that sharing the 
experience with so many different 
people and running with and against 
some of the best marathoners in the 
world was amazing.
     A significant addition to being 
able to run the Boston Marathon was 
having it held on Indigenous Peoples 
Day, Monday, October 11.
     In the weeks leading up to October 
11, protests were a high occurrence 
in Boston trying to get Columbus 
Day changed to Indigenous Peoples 
Day.        On October 6, Boston Mayor 
Kim Janey signed the executive order 
declaring every second Monday in 
October as Indigenous Peoples Day.
     When asked how he felt running 
on Indigenous Peoples Day, he 
replied, “I felt honored. To think this 

is the first Boston in the Fall, and on 
Indigenous Day, and the number 
of selected runners was shortened 
because of Covid.
     “There are a lot of people in the 
U.S. that wonder about us, and my 
presence there was presence for 
all indigenous peopl.” he said.. “I’m 
happy to see things turning around. 
Growing up, it was always Columbus 
Day, and to see and hear more states 
changing brings the light that people 
are learning to understand each 
other, rather than shutting down 
and putting it off to the side. I was 
planning to finish with our flag 
regardless of Indigenous Day. We 
belong in Boston. I hope to see more 
people go.”
     Richard stated he felt that the native 
runners at this year’s marathon 
helped bridge the gap between the 
two sides of the long time debate; 
whether the day should be called 
“Columbus Day” or “Indigenous 
Peoples Day.”
      Richard finished the race with 
the Rosebud Sioux Tribe Flag spread 
across his back, 
     “It was a dream come true to be 
able to represent the Tribe,” he said.
     Richard added that he hopes to 
show the kids he teaches and others 
around that they can do this.
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TCSD Teacher honored for Boston Marathon performance...

     Todd County Achievement School Staff and Students honored Science Teacher 
Richard Langdeaux for completing the Boston Marathon. 
     Richard spoke to students about the experience and his hard work getting there. 
     Rosebud Sioux Tribe Radio Station 93/KOYA was also there to honor him, and Sage 
Fast Dog sang an honor song for him. 
 (Above - TCSD Counselor Rosebud Brushbreaker and TCAS Teacher Larri 
Kipp present a star quilt to Richard.  Below  - from left, TCAS Parapro Sarah Menard,                   
TCSD School Board Vice President Sage Fast Dog, Superintendent Carol Galbraith, 
Langdeaux, Brushbreaker, TCAS Principal Teana Guerue and Kipp.
                  - Teana Guerue, Principal
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This Compare/Contrast Essay:  Orpheus and Eurydice stories from Greek Mythology, was 
written by LaShaya Whipple in Deana Brodkorb’s High School English 10, Speech Class...

    There are many takes on 
the heart-wrenching story 
of Orpheus and Eurydice, 
and finding the real one 
between thousands can 
be a tedious task. These 
stories all come from one 
Greek myth, so there are 
lots of similarities that 
come with them. 
   Each one of these stories, 
however, have their own 
quirks and differences, 
also. For example, in 
Book of Mythology by 
Edith Hamilton, it is made 
evident that Orpheus had 
much more to him than 
just his tragic wedding 
story. In Book of Greek 
Myths by Ingri and Edgar 
Parin D’Aulaires, it seems 
as though Orpheus was 
merely a young son of a 
muse who had fallen in 
love. 
 Although sifting 
laboriously through many 

different versions is tiring 
work, many do it so they 
can find the common 
similarities and attempt 
to make a version of their 
own. Therefore, many 
versions of the tragic 
lovers will continue to be 
made, and those will all be 
compared or contrasted, 
eventually. 
    Throughout the two 
stories, there are many 
commonalities, such as 
their wedding and moving 
Hades’ heart with song. 
The most pivotal moment 
in both of these stories is 
when doubt began to creep 
into Orpheus’ mind. This 
was what set the climax 
up; the weary undertones 
of the cold underworld, 
the doubt Orpheus had 
for the emotionless 
Hades, the silence of 
young man desperately 
trying to hear Eurydices’ 
footsteps all built up to 
the crux of the lovers’ 
last moment together.  
Orpheus turned around 
and he lost their chance 
to be together.        
   This is the moment that 
most people remember 
from the story for it is the 
moment that is the same 
across all the versions. 
Eurydice must return 
to Hades, and Orpheus 
must live without her. The 

aftermath is miserable in 
each and highlights the 
mental toll it had taken on 
Orpheus. The only thing 
the young man could do 
before eventually meeting 
his gruesome fate was to 
play his lyre. In fact, he 
continued playing until 
a group of maenads or 
nymphs had torn his body 
limb from limb. 
   In each story, the last 
moment of peace was 
given to Orpheus as 
his mother and aunties 
searched for his body and 
gave him a proper burial 
on the island of Lesbos. 
     There are many 
moments in all versions 
that resemble each other, 
but the little differences 
that come with each author 
are what make reading 
all of them worthwhile. 
For instance, Hamiltons’ 
retelling of the myth talks 
about who Orpheus was 
and how he came to be. 
Orpheus, in Hamiltons’ 
eyes, was much more 
than the personification 
of human failures just 
before their big break, for 
he was a hero before he 
fell into tragedy. 
    In D’Aulaires’ retelling, 
it seems as though 
Orpheus was merely a 
young man with no faith. 
This plays a lot more into 

LaShaya Whipple

the story when you realize 
the biggest key difference 
between the two versions; 
one where Orpheus had 
made it out into the 
sunlight, and one where 
he did not. 
   In Hamiltons’ story, 
Orpheus’ life and 
achievements were a big 
part of who he was. Not 
only was he the son of a 
muse but he was a hero! 
He had a lot of faith and 
was able to persevere 
when it counted. 
   In fact, Hamiltons’ 
retelling depicted Orpheus 
making all the way into 
the sunlight, and turning 
around just before 
Eurydice could do the 
same herself. If Orpheus 
could have lasted merely 
two more seconds, they 
would have survived 
together. 
   The reason this makes all 
the difference is because 
Orpheus had beaten the 
doubts until the very end, 
he was just a little too 
fast.   
   In D’Aulaires’ story, 
Orpheus was more 
mortal than hero. He 
is often known for his 
shortcomings of giving 
into the doubts when he 
was so close to the end, 
and that is shown in this 
version. He was desperate 
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for confirmation, to leave 
the underworld, to get out 
of the mess he was in. He 
had no ounce of faith left 
and when the final doubt 
struck his mind, he turned 
around and lost his chance 
to be with his lover.   
It was heartbreaking, 
nonetheless, but it changes 
the way Orpheus is seen by 
the reader and shows why 
it is important to always 
notice these changes. 

    Going more in depth 
into all versions of a story 
can be very beneficial, but 
something that a reader 
must know at the end of 
the day, is that they are 
all the same story. Most 
retellings wish to convey 
the same message their 
superior told, and this was 
one of the rare instances 
where it was unknowingly 
changed by the way the 

author chose to convey 
the characters. 
 Hamiltons’ version is 
better for the people who 
want a story with more 
emotion and heartbreak, 
while D’Aulaires’ story 
is better for those who 
want a simple tale with a 
character who ultimately 
fails. The reason being 
for this, Hamiltons’ 
version had  a  character 

who almost succeeded 
and truly stuck it out, 
while D’Aulaires did not. 
People might take more 
to Hamiltons’ version 
because of this very 
reason. They failed at 
times when they did their 
best and were close to 
being successful, and 
consequently felt more 
for the version Hamilton 
wrote. 

My students were asked to write under their names something they do well in life...doesn’t have to be school. And after eight weeks of SOAR 
Math, half of them wrote “MATH!” It was hard at first and they struggled to understand how to see math differently. But once they did, they got 

so very excited about it and are empowered by their self-confidence! 
Thanks and a big shout-out to Krista, Kristen and Miss Bobbie.

Sincerely, Miss Pam McCampbell 4C, Todd County Elementary 4th Grade Teacher

Doing something well...
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Tashina Red Hawk

This essay was written by Tashina Red Hawk in Mary Lu Rich’s High School English Class...

A to Z: 
           Make an alphabetical list of advice for someone 

who is about to become a teenager.
 

Always listen to advice. 

Be patient.

Compassion is key. 

Don’t let anyone tell you the sky’s the limit.

Enjoy all the little things.

Find love in everything.

Go after what you want.

Hell will only appear when you let it.

I believe in you.

Just do it.

Knowing your heritage or history opens a whole new door.

Live the life of your dreams. 
Mind over matter 

Never trying is the greatest level of defeat.

Optimism will be your best friend. 

Power in prayer. 

Quitting will get you nowhere. 

Remember to always maintain the beauty in life. 

Struggle turns to strength. 

Truth will keep you stress free. 

Uniqueness is what wins college scholarships. 

Virtue is not knowing, but doing

“We can’t help everyone, but everyone can help someone.” -Ronald Reagan 

X-factor: Questions are creative acts of intelligence.

You are the future. 

Zinc is an element on the periodic table, P.S. I love science! 
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Back to School with Todd County Elementary...

 School Opening marks the end of summer break as both new and returning 
students flock back to campus! Welcoming back the student body is no small task. 
The best thing about the 2021-2022 school year is that students are back in the build-
ing! Here at TCES, we strive to make sure students and parents experience a smooth, 
enjoyable transition through the going back to school physically process and into the 
fall semester! From Morning Meeting on the rug to Guided Reading in small groups, 
students and teachers are happy to be together once again. Not only that, but a lot of 
fun school activities have been enjoyed by  everyone – Native American Day, Home-
coming Week, Red Ribbon Week and so much more!   
  Homecoming looked much different this year than it has in the past, but we 
didn’t let COVID diminish our Falcon Pride! Homecoming Week was celebrated in 
conjunction with Indigenous People’s Day. Most of the kids wore ribbon skirts, a few 

teachers wore their cultural attire on Traditional Dress 
day, and lots of braids were seen on Sport Your Braids 
Day. The week ended with staff and students sporting 
their blue and gold get-ups for Falcon Pride Friday. 
  With all the hustle and bustle, we dare not forget 
that teaching is not only about competencies and teach-
ing kids skills they have to know, but also about instill-
ing in them the rich culture of our community. The Oceti 
Sakowin Essential Understandings (OSEUs) provide the 
framework for teaching about Lakota history, language 
and culture.  Students are exposed to Lakota words and 
phrases posted throughout the school. These exposures 
don’t end at the school walls but extend to classroom ac-
tivities as well. After studying about winter counts, some 
fifth-grade students created some of their own. 
  Native American Day is another important day 
for the community. It is a day to celebrate the culture 
we live every day. Inspired by Albert White Hat Jr and 
his earnest efforts that kept our traditions and culture, 
most of the teachers in school are reminded that they 
came from a race of warriors. Not only do we honor the 
native tribes who first populated the North American 
Continent but also, we are here today so we can pass 
our culture on to the next generation and keep it alive.  
 There are many things going on and are still in store 
for everyone. Even as challenging as this school year is, 
everyone is ecstatic to be back in school!
    - by MaeAnn Andeles
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Starting off the New Year at TCES...

The best thing about the 2021-2022 school year is that students are back in the building!  From Morning Meeting on the rug to Guided Reading in small 
groups, students and teachers are happy to be together once again.

Although guests cannot come into the building due to Covid restrictions, you can rest assured that TCES is a safe and happy place 
to send your child each day!

The Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings 
(OSEUs) provide the framework for teaching 
about Lakota history, language, and culture.  
Students are exposed to Lakota words and 

phrases posted throughout the school. After 
studying about winter counts, fifth grade stu-

dents created some of their own.

Indigenous People’s Day was celebrated in conjunction with 
Homecoming Week. Here you’ll see some girls in Ms. Schmitz’s 
class who wore ribbon skirts on traditional dress day, and lots 

of braids were seen on Sport Your Braids Day.
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More Rosebud Elementary Red Ribbon Week photos...

________________>>>>>>>
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------------------------->>>>>>>

Josh Larson photos...
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Good Morning from He Dog...

Morning Meeting time for Lela Biggus’ He Dog School Second Grade.  It’s going to be a good day!
                                                                  -  Principal Desi Taggart-Luedke 
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...Old He Dog School  - now on the Register of National Historic Places...

...New Parmelee School - soon ready for students...
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TCSD Volleyball Parent Night...

...Josh Larson photos...
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...Josh Larson photos...
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A. Act responsibly when it comes to choices.  Many people do not, 
but you can be among the rare few who act responsibly.

 B. Be respectful of everyone, not just those who are nice. 
The world does not need another jerk.

 C. Count all of the good fortunes that you have received.

 D. Do not focus only on the bad things that happen to you. 
It is good to be realistic but you do not need to be a pessimist.

 E. Eat healthy to improve your health and overall well-being.

 F. Forgive and forget so you can move on and live your life without worry. 
Remember what has been done to you but do not dwell on it.

 G. Give thanks for what you have experienced in your life, the good and the bad. 
In the end those experiences make you, you.

 H. Help with what you can, regardless of what you may receive afterwards. 
In the end, we will always receive something, so just serve with no thought of what you can get out of it.

 I. Idle not in your personal growth. It is good to take breaks, but it is not good to just stop and stay.

 J. Just do the things that can help you or others. Never do anything that does not benefit anyone.

 K. Know who you are and what you want to be. Life can be confusing but remembering who you are can make it less difficult.

 L. Learn to love working because that is mostly what life is all about.

 M. Make the most of what you have been given. Never waste what you need.

 N. Never start something you know you will get addicted to. Some things are better off left alone.

 O. Only take what you need or can use to help others. Humans do not need an abundance of just one thing.

 P. Pretend to be smart and happy, and eventually you will be. Belief can change your reality.

 Q. Question everything to learn the truth.

 R. Read anything to improve your knowledge.

 S. Spend your time, money, and energy on the things you want to grow and improve.

 T. Travel in someone else’s shoes once in a while to gain a greater understanding of others. 
Ignorance is just the lack of knowledge of what you do not understand.

 U. Unravel your false perceptions and create true and accurate ones instead.

 V. Venture into the unknown until it becomes known.

 W. Win what you can but always be willing to accept a loss.

X. learn something you never knew before.

 Y. You can be yourself; you do not need to be like everyone else because everyone else can be a bit boring. 

 Z. Zero does not mean you have nothing; it just means the absence of something. 
If given the chance, fill that absence with the things you can work for.
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A-Z Rules for Life by Thaddeus Allen
(essay from Mary Lu Rich’s High School English Class)



Todd County School District Dreamcatcher, OCTOBER 2021 - Page 28

New to the Crew...
(an introduction to some of our incoming certified staff)

Mae Ann Andales
Elementary Teacher

Todd County Elementary

Birthday: June 11
Hometown:

Medelin, Cebu, Philippines
Family Tradition:

My Grandma used to put coconut 
oil on all of us, her female 
grandchildren, to make our hair 
silky, black, longer and stronger.

Hobbies/Favorite Things: 
I love to read self-help books. 
watch Anime.  I am fond of 
collecting dresses and footwear.

Favorite Team:
Los Angeles Lakers

A Best Time of My Life:
When I was a kid and my family 
was still complete, it is a very fond 
memory I have that we did Rosary 

together at home.
A Person I Would Lilke to Meet:

Channing Tatum
An Interesting Fact About Myself:
I used to play with most of the 
boys in our neighborhood when 
I  was a kid, play marbles.  Also, 
I enjoyed toys that boys usually 
play with when I was a young girl.  
My father would buy me dolls that 
made a sound when you touched 
them and they were too noisy and 

annoying.

Anthony Bizardie
Science Teacher

Todd County High School

Birthday: 
July 25

Hometown:
Mission

Family Tradition:
Fourth of July Barbecue

Hobbies/Favorite Things:
Lifting, Fishing, Hiking, Golfing, 

Cookling
Favorite Teams:

Green Bay Packers, Phoenix Suns, 
University of Minnesota Gophers

A Best Time:
Second year of teaching - for 
Spring Break, rooommates and 
I went on a Southern Road Trip, 
from Mississippi to Nashville, over 
to Raleigh, down to Atlanta, over 
to Tuscaloosa, and ended the trip 
at the Birmingham Civil Rights 

Institute.
A Person I Would Like to Meet:

Hasan Minhaj
An Interesting Fact:

I have lived in five different states.

Hilda Cerial
Elementary Teacher
He Dog Elementary

Birthday:
January 30
Hometown:

Catabaco, Toledo City, Cebu
Philippines

Family Tradition:
Bless the hands of elders to show 

respect.
Hobbies/Favorite Things:

I like traveling and long walks on 
the beach.

Favorite Team:
Chicago Bulls
A Best Time:

When I became a mother.  I 
remembered seeing my children 
and how they had made me 
strong.  I looked out for what’s 
best for them.  Now I am very 
happy they have grown to 
be responsible, patient and 
persevering.  I look forward to 

their success.
A Person I Would Like to Meet:

A person who would be by my 
side for the rest of my life.  It 

could be my soulmate.
Interesting Fact:

I am responsible, persevering 
and humble.  I look on the bright 

side of life.

Johsa S. Contuna
Elementary Teacher
He Dog Elementary

Birthday:
March 3

Hometown:
Borogan City, Eastern Samar,

Philippines
Family Tradition:

Praying Rosary at 6 p.m., showing 
respect to elders by saying “Po 
and Opo” and getting the right 
hand of an elder and putting it on  

your forehead.
Hobbies/Favorite Things:

I love doing arts and crafts.
A Best Time:

It was when I was hired at He Dog 
Elementary School as a Teacher, 
because it is really my dream to 

work here in the United States.
A Person I Would Like to Meet:

Actress Anne Hathaway
An Interesting Fact:

I can decorate or set up balloons 
for an event.  Also, I love anything 

that is Yellow!
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Alvin Dela Cerna
Elementary Teacher
Rosebud Elementary Ethan Duncan

Librarian/Media Specialist
Todd County Middle School

Lois Marie Ilocso
Ex Ed Teacher

He Dog ElementaryBirthday:
September 28

Hometown:
Carcar City, Cebu, Phillippines

A Family Tradition:
Every Christmas, members 
of the family get together to 

celebrate.
Hobbies/Favorite Things:

Watching movies, reading 
books, volleyball

A Best Time:
When I was hired to teach here 

at Todd County
A Person I Would Like to Meet:

The Child of Steve Jobs
An Interesting Fact:

I was once a School Principal 
in the Philippines.  

I was to be married, but the 
engagement was cancelled.

Birthday:
May 8

Hometown:
Fremont, Ohio

A Family Tradition:
Showing Cattle at the Sandusky 

County Fair.
Hobbies/Favorite Things:

Traditional skills and art 
(tanning hides, beading, 
leatherwork, foraging, hand 
games), camping, hiking skiing 

and studying history.
Favorite Teams:

Ohio State Buckeyes, Cleveland 
Browns, Cleveland Cavaliers, 
Detroit Tigers, Detroit Red 
Wings, Todd County Middle 

School Wildcats!
A Best Time:

My two summers supervising 
youth workers in the Keweenaw 

Bay Indian Community
A Person I Would Like to Meet:
Anyone who knows old stories.

An Interesting Fact:
I used to shoot cannons at a 

museum for a living.

Birthday:
November 10
Hometown:
Philippines

A Family Tradition:
We are very resilient, wherein 
even during calamity we’re 
still smiling and taking selfies.  
We also love celebrations and 
parties, where we sing the 
karaoke and hang out with our 
dearest friends and families.

We celebrate Christmas for four 
months, starting to decorate 
our houses beginning the first 
of September until December.
We sing in different houses, 
starting on December 16 until 
Christmas Eve, to share the love 
and happiness in Christmas.  
We call this practice “Caroling.”

Hobbies/Favorite Things:
I love exploring different 
perspectives that really help 
me grow and be a better person 

than I was before.
A Best Time:

When I decided to come to 
South Dakota, USA.  It made me 
stronger and more independent.  
Though my experiences here 

are not always good because 
that is part of life, I’m grateful 
that our dearest God gave 
me an opportunity to know 
Native American people, their 
cultures, and also the privilege 
to work with dedicated and 
sedulous employees  of the 
Todd County School District.  

It is such an honor!
Persons to Meet:

Hollywood Actors and Actresses
Ineresting Fact:

I am jolly.  I love to laugh and 
crack jokes, and when things  
get hard, I always still try to be 
grateful and look on the bright 

side of life.   

Myra Bonia
Special Ed Teacher

Todd County Elementary

Birthday:
March 4

Hometown:
Dasmarinas Cavite, Philippines

Hobbies/Favorite Things:
Filipino Cooking and watching 

movies.
A Best Time:

Having my kids
A Person I Would Like to Meet:

Mother Theresa
An Interesting Fact:

I love to sing and I have a talent  
in arts, like drawing and painting.
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Brenda Franklin
Exceptional Education

Okreek, Klein, Littleburg

Birthday:
May 10

Hometown:
Springview, Nebraska

Family Tradition:
Black Friday shopping in 
Rapid City and Christmas in 

Waco, Texas
Hobbies/Favorite Things:

Reading, Crocheting,
Embroidery
A Best Time:

Taking my kids to 
Yellowstone Park
A Person to Meet:

Sam Elliott
An Interesting Fact:

I taught at Todd County nine 
years, left for 15, and now I 

am back.

Kristin Iyotte
School Conselor

Todd County Middle School

Birthday:
March

Hometown:
Mission

Family Tradition:
Racing at the Black Hills 

Speedway on Friday Nights.
Hobbies/Favorite Things:

Powerlifting, hiking or 
traveling to the Southwest to 
visit my twin and her family.

Favorite Teams:
Michigan Wolverines, Dallas 
Cowboys, New York Yankees

Best Time of My Life:
Becoming a mother!

A Person to Meet:
Bill Gates - to personally thank 
him for funding my entire way 

through College.
An Interesting Fact:

I am currently studying for my 
Doctorate.

Rovilyn Rosales Neal
Exceptional Education

Todd County Elementary

Birthday:
September 24

Hometown:
Malabon City, Philippines

Family Tradition:
Getting together during New 
Years Eve and exchanging 

gifts.
Hobbies/Favorite Things:

I love to hike and love to sing, 
do Diamond Art painting.

Favorite Team:
Huskers

A Best Time:
When God gave me a lovely 
daughter and I married a 
wonderful and kind husband.

A Person to Meet:
Anne Hathaway.  I don’t know 

why, but I really love her.
An Interesting Fact:

I love to travel in different 
places and see different 

cultures.

Blaise Reagle
School Counselor

Todd County High School

Birthday:
March 14

Hometown:
Mission

A Family Tradition:
When it’s your birthday, 
you get to pick where you 
want to have your Birthday 

Celebration Dinner.
Hobbies/Favorite Things:

I enjoy spending time with 
my kids, my dog and friends.  
I love traveling, epecially 
to tropical locations, 
“Glamping” with my family, 
and doing Girls Getaway 

Weekends.
Favorite Team:

Minnesota Vikings
A Best Time:

Going on an adventure to 
Australia.

A Person to Meet:
Ashley Graham

An Interesting Fact:
I graduated from Todd 
County High School - I am a 

Falcon at Heart!

Welcome to one of the most beautiful places on the planet -
The Rosebud Reservation.

Thank you for joining our team!
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In Memory...

Gwenda Jackson

Lucille Barrera

Mayda Bartlett

Lucille Castro-Barrera entered the Spirit 
World on October 1, 2021.  

Lucille had been the light of the Nursing 
Department for 35 years until her retirement 
in 2009.  Lucille’s friendship and caring  have 
always been missed, but she always kept in 

touch with her TCSD friends.
Mayda Bartlett began her journey on 

October 18, 2021.  
Mayda had changed schools every two years 
when she began teaching, and expected 
to do the same when she came to Rosebud 
Elementary.  But she felt she had “came home” 

and stayed 28 years, retiring  in 2015. 
Mayda meshed her love of kids and her love 
for teaching to create motivating projects to 

help students learn more and to foster 
thinking skills.  

Some of those projects were Haunted Reading 
Centers, weekly cooking, Reading Buddies, a 
yearly trip to the Black Hills, tipis in the park, 

and autobiographies.
She knew she would miss the students, staff 
and parents, but grandkids, her beloved 
horses, and the world awaited her in the next 

stage of her  life.

The news of Gwenda Jackson’s sudden death 
on November 15, 2021 was met with disbelief 
and sorrow.  Gwenda had been with the Todd 

County School District for 32 years.
Gwenda joined the Todd County School District 
Family as a Suburban driver at Lakeview, 
substituted in classrooms and cooked between 
routes.  She then taught in Exceptional 
Education, subbed at many of the schools and 

did a variety of jobs.
She worked at the High School as Secretary/

Receptionist three years, then moved to the 
Bus Shop as Secretary/Dispatcher, where she 

has been the last 21 years.
Gwenda and Greg Jackson (who also works for 
the District) have been married 44 years and 
have four children, all of whom graduated 

from Todd County High School with 
high honors.

Gwenda always said she worked with GREAT 
people every day.

“They are like my extended family,” she said, 
“and I hope, in some way, I have been able to 
be a positive addition to their days in the Todd 

County School District.”
Yes, Gwenda Jackson, you most certainly have 

been that positive addition - and then some!



Todd County School District Dreamcatcher, OCTOBER 2021 -  Page 32

 Todd County School District
               P. O. Box 87
        Mission, SD 57555  

Dreamcatcher

Rosebud Elementary Student 
Council Representatives...

From left - Tiara Jones, Lillian Emery, Theodore Brave, Cameron Bad Hand


