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5-7-21

Community High School District 117 Families,

Sometimes, the progress made returning students to school feels like one step forward and two steps
back. The CDC/IDPH social distancing change, from a strict 6ft requirement to a range (3-6ft),
allowed schools to open more fully, HOWEVER, the close contact requirement did not change.
Close contact continues to be defined as any interaction of students to a test positive person that is
under 6ft for 15 or more minutes. Close contact requires quarantine to limit the potential of viral
spread. Both schools have had to quarantine students due to close contact situations. While
incredibly frustrating for all of us, these situations do not make our schools more vulnerable to viral
spread, rather it is an example of the District’s responsiveness to recommended mitigating measures.

Below is the District’s internal data that is collected on a weekly basis. Students reporting
COVID-19 test positive cases have been tracked since last summer. While the data does indicate
some cases in the schools, the incidence rate is far lower than the community rate. This data clearly
shows the effectiveness of extensive mitigation measures used by the district to help maintain
relatively low positive cases in our schools are working.



1625 Deep Lake Road  *  Lake Villa, Illinois 60046 *  Fax 847-395-7553  *  www.chsd117.org

Viruses constantly change through mutation, and new variants of a virus are expected to occur over
time; this is the primary reason why the proper wearing of masks is so important. If there is ever a
time to follow recommended mitigating measures, the 3 W’s (wearing masks, watching your
distance, and washing your hands) it is right now. We do not want anyone missing graduation or any
other significant event due to close contact that requires quarantine. Thank you for your
understanding and cooperation.

Please reach out to your building administration if you have specific concerns or questions.

Sincerely,
Dr. Jim McKay
Superintendent


