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4-23-21

Community High School District 117 Families,

Amazingly, over a year ago communities across the world reacted to a little known virus by
shutting down or significantly limiting human interaction in an effort to reduce its spread. Some
of those efforts have worked and others did not but we persevered by adjusting to the nearly
constant change in guidance to public schools. District 117 staff, Board of Education, students
and families have evolved and made progress toward addressing the nearly impossible and
persistent situation. Understandably, not everyone has agreed on the District’s decision to follow
local, state and federal public health guidance. We know the pandemic significantly impacted
everyone and continues to challenge people in unique and different ways. The District’s plan to
return students to in-person learning will continue to focus on ensuring the safety and well-being
of our students, staff and community.

I am proud to announce that our first week of full in-person learning went well. Naturally,
with any new change in process, procedure and practice, there will be necessary adjustments
made as implementation proceeds. The District continues to restore as many end of year
activities as possible such as a modified Prom, outdoor graduation, summer school, and extended
year (ESY) programs.  Additionally, the District continues to plan for a full return in the fall.

I realize this may sound familiar or even redundant but following the 3 W’s (wearing masks,
watching your distance, and washing your hands) will help minimize the spread of the
COVID-19 virus. Disregarding or minimizing public health recommendations will only
complicate our goal to remain in school; thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
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Please reach out to your building administration if you have specific concerns or questions.

Sincerely,
Dr. Jim McKay
Superintendent


