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4-9-21

Community High School District 117 Families,

The highly anticipated full return to in-person learning is nearly here. The District has remained
committed to following ISBE and CDC/IDPH guidance throughout the entire COVID-19 crisis
by phasing in groups of students to school and prioritizing those with the greatest needs (see
below). Similarly, the District athletic programs have followed a phased approach and guidance
from the IHSA in terms of practices, competitions and spectators. While not everyone has
agreed with the phased approach, the District’s plan has, to date, been relatively successful.
There are many things to celebrate over the course of this challenging year, the following are
some specific areas of success:

1. Consistent return to in-person learning plan

2. Senior students met the PSAT to SAT growth goals

3. Responsive to the constantly changing national, state, and local agencies guidance

4. Extensive layering of mitigating measures

5. Very low test positivity rate in facilities

6. COVID-19 testing for staff and developing a process for surveillance testing for students

7. Greater than 93 percent of staff are fully vaccinated

8. Student early intervention program for struggling students

9. Phased return of the arts, athletics, clubs and activities

10. Return to full in-person learning

11. Summer school credit recovery – Those students who failed a course, this year, are able

to make up credit free of charge

The District always strives to continuously improve; much of the District’s current success has
been due to ongoing planning, layered mitigation measures and cooperation of students and
families. Layered mitigation establishes that when mitigation measures are implemented well
and consistently the relative risk of viral spread within buildings is reduced. The CDC identifies
the top five mitigation measures as:
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1. Consistent wearing of face masks
2. Social distancing (3-6Ft)
3. Hand hygiene
4. Frequent facilities cleaning
5. Contact tracing – Conducted by LCHD in cooperation with school officials

In addition to these five measures, the District practices many more mitigating measures and has
internal test positivity data that support our successful implementation. The following are other
mitigating measures the District is using to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus:

1. Daily COVID symptom certification process
2. Temperature checks
3. Training - Teachers and students trained on safety measures within the schools
4. Adjusted weekly schedule prioritizing students with greatest need
5. Detailed student seating charts to assist with contact tracing
6. Limit number of visitors in buildings / facilities
7. Hand sanitation stations in all classrooms and hallways
8. Increased building ventilation and filtration
9. Directional movement in hallways
10. Workspace protective barriers
11.  Sanitation measures on buses
12. Specialized PPE

a. Face masks for music students
b. Gowns & medical grade masks for Nurses

13. Weekly Task force meetings to discuss forward planning
a. Weekly Lake County Health Department meeting

14. Rapid COVID testing for symptomatic staff
15. Vaccination of staff (approximately 93 percent)
16. Data collection – Monitoring of test positivity cases in both buildings
17. Consistent communication to staff and community
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Recent increases in the public health indicators unfortunately show the spread of COVID-19 as
substantial which could impact the District’s ability to safely maintain full in-person learning.
The District will continue to strictly follow its mitigation measures and closely monitor the
following workforce capacity parameters:

● Guidance from state and local agencies - Governor, ISBE, IDPH, LCHD, IHSA
● Internal metrics:

1. Quarantined staff due to exposure to close contacts
2. Viral outbreak in classrooms
3. Symptomatic staff
4. Confirmed test positive cases

● Staff on leave
● Substitute availability
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Following the 3 W’s (wearing masks, watching your distance, and washing your hands) will help
minimize the spread of the COVID-19 virus. Disregarding or minimizing public health
recommendations will only complicate our goal to remain in school; thank you for your
understanding and cooperation.

The school year is quickly coming to an end, both schools are working hard to provide students
with meaningful celebratory events and experiences. Families will soon be receiving specific
information on plans for Prom and graduation.

Please reach out to your building administration if you have specific concerns or questions.

Sincerely,
Dr. Jim McKay
Superintendent


