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Dear THS Seniors and Families,

We hope this letter finds you healthy and happy. First and foremost, we appreciate all of your support during this past year!  None
of this could have been accomplished without it. Our goal for our seniors has always been to provide them with a prom and
graduation to celebrate their senior year. Over the last several weeks we have been working together (class officers, senior class
advisor and administration) to provide seniors with a prom and graduation. We would like to share with the senior class that prom
will be held at Kloc’s Grove in West Seneca, New York on June 17, 2021. It is from 6:30pm-10:00pm. Tickets are on sale now.
Students can see Mrs. Kiera to purchase tickets. **Please be aware of the COVID protocols and restrictions that must be adhered
to during the various components of the prom event as required by the NYSDOH.**

Our goal for celebrating graduation has always been to include as many traditional components in this non-traditional time.  We
want to honor and recognize our Senior students for their accomplishments.  One of the most important requests from the
graduating class was that they be provided an opportunity to be TOGETHER at graduation.  It’s what the students wanted. They
wanted at least one time where they could celebrate together. Having a ceremony on our field would require spectator limitations
and mandated COVID testing or vaccinations.  These factors would prevent a graduation that can be more inclusive and less
limiting on these issues that may impact students, parents/guardians, siblings, and other planned attendees. Our commencement
event to recognize graduating Seniors will be a live ceremony that will be held in the High School parking lot, with
required restrictions. This event will be held on Thursday, June 24, 2021 at 6 p.m. (our rain date will be on June 25, 2021 at
6 p.m.).  The ceremony is going to be unique and we intend to make it special for this amazing senior class.

Our graduation plan follows the required recommendations and guidance from the Erie County Health Department, the New York
State Department of Health, and the Governor.  THS Seniors and their families will have an opportunity to participate in a live
parking lot ceremony. The parking lot for this event will be open at 5:15 for cars to begin parking. Our staff will assist with this
process.  The ceremony is scheduled to be approximately 1-hour in length. Each graduate will have the opportunity to walk
across the stage to celebrate and be recognized for their accomplishment. Further details and instructions for attending this
event are shared below.

We would like to take the opportunity to provide the logistics of the live ceremony. The ceremony will follow a traditional theme
while maintaining the focus of safety and health of all in attendance.  Our event will be live and graduates will walk across a main
stage which will also be projected onto two 10- foot LED screens.  Meanwhile, the graduates and families can listen through an
FM station to hear the event, together, from the comfort and safety of the vehicle.

The program for our evening will include:

Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance
Salutatory Address



Valedictory Address
Presentation of Diplomas
Acceptance of Graduates

Induction to Tonawanda Alumni Association
Closing Remarks

It is imperative that everyone follows the social distance guidelines and directions included in this letter. Keeping the safety
and well-being of our graduates and their families, as well as school staff, is our number one priority. The information listed
below is shared to ensure that this event is a great experience for all.  In order to make that happen, we need everyone’s
cooperation.

Please read the information carefully and follow the directions precisely. Seniors, this is our last appearance together as the
Class of 2021, finish it with class!  The information below will help make your commencement special for you, your classmates,
and your family. We have enjoyed the opportunity to work with you and wish you all the best! Enjoy your moment! You have
earned it!

Sincerely,

Baylin Tighe, President Devon Licht, Vice President D’Era Jefferson, Secretary Mrs. Sarah Infante, Asst. Principal

Kyla Chirayath, Treasurer Jackie Kiera, Senior Class Advisor Michael Brown, Principal



Live Parking Lot Ceremony Overview

As previously mentioned, the live parking lot ceremony for the class of 2021 is on Thursday, June 24, 2021 at 6 p.m. in the
parking lot at THS closest to Clint Small Stadium. Our rain date will be on June 25, 2021 at 6 p.m. The parking lot for this
event will be open at 5:15 and the ceremony is scheduled to be approximately 1-hour in length.

The following guidelines are in effect:

1. People with COVID-19 symptoms (cough, fever, shortness of breath, etc.) should not attend – under any circumstance.

2. There will be one car allowed per graduate.
a. Each graduate may have the number of family members in his/her vehicles that equals the number of

factory installed seat belts within the vehicle. We have limited space in our parking lot and this ensures that
graduates and their families are together in one vehicle to celebrate.  We want all of our participants to have
proper lines of sight for this wonderful occasion.

3. For health reasons and required social distancing, the car should not be a convertible or an oversized vehicle (no
limousines, vans, party buses, large tire trucks/monster trucks, open air vehicles etc.).  Additionally, all windows and
sunroofs must be closed during the ceremony (unless directed otherwise).

4. Individuals/Guests may not walk to the ceremony or participate outside of vehicles.  Only graduates are allowed to leave
their vehicles (when directed) to walk the stage and to receive their diplomas. Graduates with extenuating circumstances
should contact Mr. Brown to discuss these matters.

5. There will not be public or portable bathrooms or vending available for this abbreviated ceremony. Please plan
accordingly.

6. All district policies will be strictly enforced: Smoking, Vaping and alcoholic beverages are not allowed during this THS
event.



Directions for Drivers

In an effort to alleviate congestion with the parking process, we need all drivers to follow the following procedure.  Cars will enter
in the following manner (REMINDER:  ONE CAR PER GRADUATE):

1. Enter from Fletcher street into the Middle/High School parking lot.  Access will be granted from both directions- please
be patient.

2. Graduates will be called by row and cross the stage. Graduates will pause for a picture taken by our photographer, collect
their diploma and return to their vehicle.  (Obtaining your photo from graduation: Please email kharszlak@tonacsd.org
with your full name and the name of the graduate after the ceremony.  Photos will be sent to the email address provided
free of charge.) Parents and family members are not allowed to take a photo from outside their vehicle or approach
the stage at any time.  Car windows and doors must be closed at all times, except when the graduate is asked to
step out of the car during the ceremony.

3. Graduates will be asked to step back out of their car and drivers will be asked to roll down the passenger window and
graduates will then be asked to move their tassel from the right to the left side signifying them as graduates from THS.

4. The Board of Education President, Heather Sternin, will accept the graduates in the Tonawanda Alumni Association.
Graduates will then return to their vehicle for the duration of the program...at that moment we would ask the audience to
honk car horns and flashlights celebrating the class of 2021!

5. After graduation, all vehicles will exit the parking lot following the instruction of the staff.  The ushers will help everyone
leave in an orderly fashion immediately following the ceremony.

Regardless of how you feel about the state’s stay safe orders & guidelines…please, please, please do not tarnish the class of 2021
commencement ceremony by blatantly disregarding public health guidelines.  We want the lasting memory of the class of 2021 to
be….Awesome!

mailto:kharszlak@tonacsd.org


Directions for Graduates

Make sure you are wearing your cap, gown, and tassel when you arrive. Honor graduates, FBLA graduates, and graduates
entering the military may wear your honor cord/braids. Please remember to hang up your gown to get the wrinkles out! Caps are
to be worn approximately two inches above the eyebrows, squarely on the head with the point in the front; the mortar board is flat
when you are looking straight ahead. The tassel hangs to the right.  Gowns need to be zipped all of the way up.

Graduates, it is your choice if you wish to wear a mask when you walk across stage; although not required. When not wearing a
mask you must be 6+ feet away from other individuals. However, it will be required when you are outside your vehicle lining up.

The process will be as follows:

1. Upon arrival graduates will receive a pen and index card to fill out with their name as they would like it called (First
Name, Last Name or First Name, Middle Name, Last name).

2. Graduates and families will enjoy the program in their vehicle.
3. Graduates in row one will be asked to exit their car and stand on the  passenger side front door. Please note all graduates

need to be seated on the passenger side.
4. All graduates will turn towards the building and walk to the end of the row.  They will be directed by the staff member to

turn towards the football field and walk down the walkway towards the stage.  All other graduates will remain in their
vehicles until a THS staff member gives instruction to line up in your group.

5. Graduates will line up (in their row  6+ feet apart) on the side next to the football stadium.
6. Upon arrival the graduate will hand Mrs. Infante an index card provided with their name as they would like it called (First

Name, Last Name or First Name, Middle Name, Last name). (Graduates must wait until Mrs. Infante calls their name to
walk across the stage.)

7. The walkway will be clearly marked for graduates to stand as they prepare to approach the stage.  A THS staff member
will line you up and lead you to the stage.

8. Graduates will wait on the top step until your name is read, walk across the stage and take the diploma jacket from the
table tray that Mr. Brown will prepare.  Graduates will pause for a picture and exit the stage. (Obtaining your photos
from graduation: Please email kharszlak@tonacsd.org with your full name after the ceremony.  Photos will be sent to
the email address provided.)

9. At the bottom of the stairs you will stop at your guidance counselor’s table to pick up your actual diploma that will be
located right at the bottom of the stage exit.

10. After the first group the second group of graduates will repeat this process and so on until all rows are completed.
11. After the last senior receives his/her diploma and returns to his/her vehicle, Dr. Oldenburg will then present the graduating

class of 2021.
12. Graduates will be asked to step back out of their vehicle and drivers will be asked to roll down the passenger window and

graduates will then be asked to move their tassel from the right to the left side signifying them as graduates from THS.
13. The Board of Education President Heather Sternin will accept the graduates in the Tonawanda Alumni Association.

Graduates will then return to their vehicle for the duration of the program.…at that moment we would ask the audience to
honk car horns and flashlights celebrating the class of 2021!
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As a reminder to all attending:

● Each graduate in good standing will be able to participate in his/her graduation ceremony.
● All THS  Student Code of Conduct expectations and policies will be strictly enforced.
● There is only 1 car per graduate.  Graduates must be seated on the passenger side.
● Smoking, vaping and alcoholic beverages will not be allowed during this THS sponsored event.
● Please ensure proper nutrition, hydration and personal care needs are addressed before attending the ceremony as no

restroom or vending opportunities will be available during this abbreviated event.
● Cars will be parked as they arrive to allow maximum viewing of the stage area.
● Not adhering to these expectations and procedures may jeopardize the receipt of a student’s high school diploma.

We would also like to take an opportunity to provide you with information on some additional opportunities for our graduates and
families.

Please note a mask must be worn and all recommended COVID related practices should be followed.  We will remove the photo
board of your student that was hung in the parking lot for the ceremony.  If you wish to obtain your photo board to keep, you can
pick it up at Door 1 on Wed, June 30, 2021 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.

Again, we are looking forward to this event.  The staff, graduates leadership and district office could not have been any more
collaborative than they were.  Many hours, thought and listening to one another and our community is how this event came to
fruition.  We hope you enjoy this unique event.


