
May 23, 2021        Pastor Andy McClellan 

Title: “God Raises a Follower”       

Series:  Joshua:  God is Faithful 

Scripture Reading:  Numbers 27:12-23 (ESV) 

Outline:  
 

1. God appoints _______________________ to be leaders, v. 18 (cf. Deuteronomy 34:9; 
Joshua 1:1-2; Luke 6:40; Acts 6:3-6; Philippians 3:17). 
  

2. God assigns leaders for the ____________ of His people, vv. 16-23 (cf. Josh. 1:6; 2 Samuel 
5:2; Isaiah 40:11; Matthew 9:36; John 21:15-17; 1 Timothy 3:1-13; 1 Peter 2:25; 5:2-4; 
Revelation 7:17). 
  

3. God apportions _______________________in the measure needed to lead, vv. 19-23 (cf. 
Josh. 1:7-8; Matthew 28:18; Romans 13:1; Titus 2:15; 1 Peter 5:2-3). 

 
 

As a family, read Numbers 27:12-23.  Discuss the following questions: 
- Who gives the most instructions in this passage and to whom are they 
given?  Who’s in complete charge of Israel? 
-  What authority does Moses have?  What authority does Joshua have? 

- How did they get that authority? 
 
Discuss as a family the different authorities that are placed over us.  Why are they there?  What 
are the limits of their authority?  How is every authority ultimately under the authority of God 
(use the cross references in pt. 3 above to help you)? 
 
QUESTIONS FOR YOUR GROWTH 

1. Read Numbers 27:12-23.  Moses’ concern is that God’s people will not have a shepherd 
to lead and care for them when he dies.   
- How much did God’s people know about Joshua already (do a search for “Joshua” in 

your favorite Bible program for help)? 
- How is the appointment of Joshua an act of love from God for His people?   
- Based on their history, what do you think would happen to them if God had not 

provided someone like Joshua? 
- Today, God appoints elders to shepherd and care for His people, and deacons to 

serve them.  How is the appointment of these leaders like how God appointed 
Joshua? 

- How is it an act of God’s love for His Church?    
 



2. In Joshua 1, as God called on Joshua to use the authority he had been given to shepherd 
the people, in v. 7 he included a call to do what the law of Moses had commanded.   
- How is obedience to God’s Word tied to our ability to both follow and lead in the 

contexts in which God places us, whether that’s in our workplace, school, church or 
home?   

- Why is it so important that the Bible stand as the final authority in our lives, even 
above those who have been apportioned authority over us?   

- In what areas of your life this week do you need to discipline yourself to look to the 
Bible as your authority rather than something or someone else? 

 
3. Joshua’s mission from God, which Joshua was given in full on the mountain where 

Moses died, was to lead people into the Promised Land (see Deut. 34 & Joshua 1).   
- What common elements are there in Jesus’ command to us (His followers) in 

Matthew 28:18-20 to make disciples? 
- Where (specifically) has God sent you to live out that mission, and what are the 

names of the people to whom He has sent you? 
- What is your role in that mission right now?  Who are you leading?  Who are you 

following?  Who else could join with you in your mission? 
 

4. As Joshua embraced the scary role of leading the people in Joshua, he had God’s Word 
and the confirmation of God’s Presence to give him confidence that he would be 
successful (see Joshua 1:6-7). 
- How has God shown you in both His Word and His actions that He is with you and 

faithful to His promises? 
- What fears do you have in embracing what God has called you to do for Him? 
- How does the history of God’s faithfulness give you confidence for your future 

success (see Phil. 1:6)?  
 
 

NEXT WEEK: “Joshua:  Be Strong & Courageous” 
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