
 

May 18, 2021 

Dear Kelso Families, 

This is the weekly status update, which occurs each Tuesday.  

Important Updates from the State 
Last week Governor Inslee announced that all counties in Washington will move to Phase 3 of 
the Healthy WA: Roadmap to Recovery reopening plan effective May 18 until June 30, when a full 
reopening is anticipated. Being back in Phase 3 allows us the ability to host home basketball games, 
which starts tonight on our new Hilander gym floor! 

Even though the Governor also announced that Washington fully adopts masking guidance issued by the 
CDC, it is important to note: 

• Masks must still be worn in “health care settings like hospitals, long-term care, or doctor’s 
offices; correctional facilities, homeless shelters, or schools,” as well as on public transportation. 

• The state Department of Health (DOH) released updated K-12 guidance states that “universal 
and correct use of cloth face coverings or masks helps prevent the spread of COVID-19 and is 
required for all school personnel, students, and visitors.” 

Instructional Status 

• All K-12 students are in hybrid instruction (in-person four (4) days a week) and/or Kelso Virtual 
Academy.  

As always, the health and well-being of our students and staff are our top priority. We remain diligent in 
our safety protocols, continue to work with the Department of Health, and monitor our four key metrics 
on a weekly basis. Timelines and instructional models are subject to change depending on our overall 
community health conditions. 

Health and Safety Reminder 
Vaccinated or not, please remember to continue to practice safety measures so we can all keep each 
other safe: wear a mask, watch your distance, wash your hands often, check your health daily, and stay 
home when sick or experiencing COVID-19 symptoms that are not caused by another condition (see 
Flowchart for more information). 

KSD COVID-19 Transmission Dashboard  

• Kelso has had zero school-based student transmissions since November 12, 2020.  

Cowlitz County Data per WA State’s Official COVID-19 Dashboard 

• The most current data shows COVID-19 activity in Cowlitz County at 229.9 cases per 100,000 people 
in the reporting period of 4/26 – 5/9. This rate includes confirmed AND probable cases. 

• COVID-19 hospitalization for Cowlitz County is at 6.3 per 100,000 people in the reporting period of 
4/30– 5/6.  

• Positivity rate for Cowlitz County is 11.9% for the time period of 4/23 – 4/29. When this data point is 
current, it will be one of the metrics used to inform our decisions.  

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/HealthyWashington.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-105-K12Schools2021-2022.pdf
https://5il.co/lhjf
https://5il.co/lhjf
https://bit.ly/ksd-c19
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/roadmap-recovery-metrics


 

 

Daily Health Check Reminder 
Please remember to perform the required daily health check on your child every morning before 
sending them to school. Additionally, this form must be signed and on file at your child’s school. (Form 
in Spanish and in Chuukese.)  

Resources to Watch 

• Kelso School District COVID-19 dashboard - Provides information on classroom or school 
closures recommended by Cowlitz County Department of Health due to COVID-19 activity and 
confirmed positive school-based COVID-19 cases in students. 

• Washington State's official COVID-19 site - maintained by the state Joint Information Center, this 
page contains data by county, region, and state.  

• Department of Health K-12 Schools Summer 2021 and 2021-22 Guidance – updated 05-13-21. 
• Vaccine Information – Find information on where to get the COVID-19 vaccine via Cowlitz 

County Health & Human Services. 

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to email me.  

Respectfully, 

Mary Beth Tack, Superintendent 
marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org  

https://5il.co/lbdo
https://5il.co/lbdo
https://5il.co/lbdp
https://5il.co/mk7h
https://bit.ly/ksd-c19
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/roadmap-recovery-metrics
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-105-K12Schools2021-2022.pdf
https://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/2806/COVID-19-Vaccine
mailto:marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org

