


Being a first year principal comes with many challenges. Linda has made the transition so easy for me.
She is the most knowledgeable secretary in the district along with knowing all the school history. 

Linda is an essential part of our team at Ophir. She is a amazing resource for all things school, parents 
and students. She sometimes serves as my "second brain" in reminding me of events, deadline and 

follow up items to keep our school running smooth.

Ophir City Elementary School

Linda Rash



Lynn Smithson
I have been working with Lynn for the past 3 years and have admired her dedication to children since the first 

day I met her.  Lynn works hard to ensure that all students are successful in a variety of settings.  She is 
proactive and offers solutions readily to help students succeed by instilling self esteem and confidence in them.  
Lynn is creative,  fun loving, flexible and a pleasure to work with.  Lynn's dedication to the student's of OCESD

is apparent in the pride she takes in helping all our students succeed

Ophir City Elementary School



Adelia is a wonderful person to work with.  She has a great personality, a positive attitude and is 
dependable.  She works well with the children, being able to work in groups and individually with 

children.  She keeps the student’s best interest in mind and wants only the best for each child.  Adelia 
is creative with the activities she brings into the classroom and flexible in meeting the interest of the 
children.  Adelia works well with her co-workers, creating a welcoming atmosphere for children and 

families.

Adelia Diaz

TLC Poplar Preschool



Veronica Rosales

Ronnie (Veronica) Rosales started with BCOE in 1980 in our Migrant Education department.  Ronnie is 
being recognized today for decades of leadership as our Chapter 436 President.  Ronnie has a ready ear 

and a passion for supporting her members, and she works collaboratively with all to ensure positive 
and a healthy working environment for our staff. 

Butte County Office of Education



Bobbie Fillmore

Mrs. Fillmore is instrumental to the daily operations of our school as well as in the lives of all of our 
students here at Manzanita Elementary School.  Bobbie serves as the cafeteria clerk, instructional aide, 
special education aide, yard duty supervisor, and beloved grandmother to her own grandchild in the 
third grade.  She greets every child with a warm, caring smile and a loving hug each and every day.  
She masterfully and adeptly solves any playground or classroom scuffles with a gentle touch.  She 

makes every child feel loved and cared for, and students thrive under her guidance. We are so blessed 
to have Bobbie Fillmore as part of our Manzanita Family and so grateful for her dedication and 

devotion to the children of this district.  Thank you Bobbie for all that you do!

Manzanita Elementary School



Robin Indar

Robin came to Come Back Butte Charter in October as our Administrative Assistant and has worked 
hard to update many of our processes. From enrollment, student files, requisitions, and all around 

organization, Robin has put her magic touch on our school. She has been a wonderful addition to the 
Come Back Butte Charter family.  We begin each day with her welcoming smile. Students and staff 

appreciate all she does to add to the success of our school.

Come Back Butte Charter



Tiffani Wheeler

Tiffani has most recently risen to the occasion when she was moved into a position as a 1:1 
paraprofessional supporting a student with severe behavioral challenges in the classroom.  Tiffani 

took on this assignment with confidence.  She has spared no effort to support this student and do her 
very best to ensure his success.  Tiffani’s student has grown immensely this school year due to her 

efforts!

Mesa Vista School



Karen Sicklesteel
Karen has demonstrated her commitment and dedication as changes have occurred in the classroom 
over the past 3 years.  Karen has been flexible and always willing to try something new.  She always 
keeps the needs of the students front and center.  Her consistent calm demeanor and true caring for 

students has fostered an environment where students continue to make progress and thrive, in spite of 
the many challenges they face.

Mesa Vista School



Joyce Shepard
Joyce has taken on a new role this year in accompanying several students to mainstream classes.  She 
has been an integral part of developing a successful mainstreaming experience for the students she 

works with by not only supporting students but also clearly communicating with school staff on two 
campuses.  Joyce’s efforts have given her students the opportunity to blossom in the mainstream 

environment.

Mesa Vista School



Lori Stapleton
Lori Stapleton does an amazing job of maintaining a welcoming and responsive office environment, 

where she diligently works to meet the needs of all stakeholders in a timely manner.  Lori’s demeanor 
and optimistic mindset greatly contribute to the overall positive school climate at Sierra Avenue 

Elementary School.

Sierra Avenue Elementary School



Brooke Harris
Ishi Hills would like to honor Brooke Harris. Brooke is Ishi's Parent Coordinator and a whole lot more. 

She is a calm presence in a place that can be one of the craziest in the world, a middle school office. 
She offers her time at school activities and participates on a number of school committees. She makes 

my job as a principal easier and she is greatly appreciated by all. 

Ishi Hills Middle School



Sabrina Stransky
Sabrina Stransky has been working for Paradise High School for 4.5 years. Sabrina is an integral part 
of our custodial staff. What makes Sabrina stand out is her go-with-the-flow attitude and her absolute 

consistency with smiling in all that she does. Whenever a call comes over the radio for a member of 
custodial, Sabrina is the first to respond, even if she is on the other side of the campus. There is 

nothing she isn’t willing to do for the staff and students of Paradise High. We are lucky to have her on 
our staff.

Paradise High School



Kevin Bradford
It is my honor and privilege to recognize Poplar Avenue’s lead custodian, Kevin Bradford, as our 

classified hero. Kevin was nominated by a number of our team members because of what he does for 
our staff and students.  Kevin is very kind and helpful to all, and doesn’t hesitate to lend a hand when 

needed.  He goes out of our way to keep our campus safe and clean, and works to develop 
relationships with kids.

Poplar Avenue School



Cristina Coats
Cristina is our counseling office secretary and registrar. Cristina can regularly be counted on to pull information in a timely 

manner, often anticipating what her colleagues will need without even being asked. Cristina is also skilled at treating students and 
families with respect and kindness. For these reasons, and many others, Cristina is a worthy recipient of this award.

She's always very quick to answer questions and often goes above and beyond when getting the information you need.  
Specifically, as Assistant AD, when I need to check grades, she always calls me to give me the list of the kids that teachers

submitted grade changes for,  in case it changes eligibility.  She also helps a great deal with getting the grades for our incoming 
freshman, so I can check their eligibility in the fall."

"As the counseling secretary, Cristina is quick to respond to concerns and needs of teachers as they arise.  She is knowledgeable 
about the students and the community and is personable and friendly anytime I wander through the office."  

Gridley High School



Chao Vang

Mr. Vang was a very popular choice by all staff.  He is kind-hearted, gentle, and well respected by all 
students and staff.  When he walks into the room, the eyes of both teachers and students brighten up.

Oakdale Heights Elementary School



Tina Richter is our veteran Clerical staff member.  She has done a "rock star" job of supporting the 9 
ED/SDC clinicians and the 6 ERMHS clinicians in all SELPA endeavors for the past twelve years. She 

keeps Dr. Voss on the straight and narrow, and that is quite a task.
Jenny Dolan is our Executive staff over all things SELPA and SEIS.  She has survived two SELPA 

Directors and is both a joy and a wonder.  Dr. Applegate places supreme confidence in her ability to 
manage any task. We all concur.

Carla Geyer is or newest Administrative Assistant. She started off with great energy and has shown to 
be entirely capable and able.  She supports workability and LI as well as coordinating numerous 

events.  Julie will talk to you all afternoon about this prized employee.

Butte County Office of Education, SELPA



Jenna Senna

Jenna Senna has a heart of gold and is an invaluable asset to Plumas. She works as a Paraprofessional 
in the TK and K classrooms and is also a campus supervisor. Her quiet, calm demeanor and caring 

attitude help her be incredibly effective, and she has the patience of a saint. Jenna is very self-directed 
and consistently goes above and beyond to help all at our school.

Plumas Avenue



Jenny Frasier

Jenny has been an amazing Clerk for Central over the last 18 years. She was actually a student here at 
Central. Jenny always goes above and beyond to take care of students, staff and parents alike. She has 

been so amazing that she was recently promoted to our new school Secretary!

Central Middle School



Rhonda Thomas 
Rhonda is the first warm friendly smile that greets you as walk into the Biggs High School office.  She 

has been in the BUSD for over thirty years and is truly the lady to go-to when needing to know any 
information.  She knows almost every single person that lives in Biggs.  Her kind heart and hard-work 
make her a phenomenal teammate. She is the most amazing secretary that we can all count on.  She is 
trustworthy, loving, highly-organized, humorous, and also straightforward.  Being able to balance all 

these characteristics is why she is so successful at being our attendance and discipline clerk. Biggs 
High School is extremely lucky to have such an amazing soul! 

We all truly love you at Biggs High School Rhonda! 

Biggs High School



Clara Callaway

Clara is an administrative assistant whose knowledge, organizational, communicative and nursing 
skills are unparalleled.  Clara’s background in nursing, as well as her bilingual abilities and friendly 

personality prove to endear her to students, staff and community alike. In addition to all of these 
wonderful qualities, she consistently meets established project deadlines and milestones, and is a 

qualified employee that lends her expertise to everyone.  She is a fabulous employee, a huge asset to 
Biggs Unified School District and is so deserving of this recognition.

Biggs Elementary School



Roxy Jones
Roxie Jones is an extraordinary paraprofessional whose kind, compassionate and patient ways with 
students help them become successful.  She goes the extra mile to help students with projects and 

organization and assists in all subject areas, as well as offering emotional support and a listening ear.  
In addition, she is very knowledgeable and gifted when it comes to technology which proves to be 

invaluable when working with students in the technology lab. Roxie is an outstanding employee and a 
huge asset to Richvale Elementary School.

Richvale Elementary School



Corrine Taylor

Corrine Taylor is currently a Special Circumstance Instructional Aide in our Autism Program. Corrine 
is a hardworking, dedicated and proactive individual who devotes herself not only to the students in 
the class she works in, but to our entire school. Corrine is the first person to lend a hand to anyone in 

need...She truly makes our school (and lives) better!

Wyandotte Academy



James Findlay

James has continued to provide consistent personalized instruction in the classroom to some of our 
most challenging students and has gone above and beyond the call of duty as a noon supervisor and 

coach for multiple sports on campus, continuing to build relationships with students each day.

Sycamore Middle School



Deliah Robison

Deliah Robison is an instructional aide at Stanford Avenue School.  She goes over and beyond in her 
duties and working relationships with others.  She has stayed after her time to help with campus 

supervision.  She has also come in during the summer to help with textbook inventory.  She is very 
appreciated by our staff.

Stanford Avenue Elementary School 



Rachelle Klobas
Rachelle has been with with us since 2010.  Her positive attitude is displayed all over our school.  

During her day, she is a one-on-one Paraeducator.  Beside her “official title” as a Paraeducator, she is 
also our School Photographer, Interior Decorator, Event Coordinator, Cheerleader, Painter, Campus 

Security and Pinterest Extraordinaire.  She is always upbeat, positive, and “student first” focused.  We 
are proud to call her OUR FRIEND! 

WE LOVE YOU RACHELLE! 

Concow Elementary School



Alma Weiss

Alma Weiss joined the Nelson team last year to work with newcomers in two different languages.  She 
is a patient, stellar, and integral part of the ELD community and doesn’t hesitate to lend her help 

wherever it’s needed around campus. We are lucky to have her!

Nelson Avenue Middle School



True Lee
True Lee

Ms. Lee is a dedicated professional who takes care of business and maintains a positive attitude while 
performing all duties. She is always punctual, never complains about the task, works well with all 

children, and seeks help to better serve those challenging behaviors. True has even put in extra hours 
to learn the strategies of The Nurtured Heart Approach, and she uses them when interacting with 

students.

Bird Street Elementary School



Christina Atcheson
Christina Atcheson is the Superintendent / Principals Executive Assistant in a small district - Bangor 
Union Elementary School District.  When you call Bangor you are given many extensions - they all go 
to Christina - she does it all.  She has trained 4 superintendent/ principals in her tenure and holds the 
records of history, practice, students, families, staff, challenges and great successes in her mind and 
soul.  Bangor is a second home of caring adults for our students, and Christina is the glue that holds 

the school together.

Bangor Elementary School



JoAnna Richer
Jo has “officially” worked at Durham Unified School District for the past 7 years but has volunteered 
for many years prior.  She has been a classroom aide, a reading intervention aide and her most current 
position is as a behavior intervention aide.  Jo has revitalized PBIS at Durham Elementary, serves on 
the SBIT team, School Site Council, is a parent volunteer, and has been involved in Girls on the Run. 

Durham Elementary School is amazing, because of staff like Jo Richer who go above and beyond every 
day in every way.

Durham Elementary School



Skip Riley
Skip Riley is a dedicated, professional and essential classified employee for the Durham Unified 
School District. Skip works as the campus supervisor for both Durham High School and Durham 

Intermediate School. Skip's greatest contribution to our district is the positive relationships he has 
with our students. Skip has great rapport with DUSD students and staff. Skip is “Johnny on the spot”, 

while being flexible to take on any task at school. Skip's duties include student supervision, school 
safety, student discipline, and community relations. Furthermore, Skip Riley is our head varsity 

football coach and runs a highly successful, competitive and winning program! Skip Riley should be 
recognized for his dedication and contributions to the Durham school community.

Durham High School



Kristen Cargile
Kristen is the elementary librarian at Durham Elementary School but is being honored as the district 

classified employee of the year, because she has spent countless hours at the high school and 
intermediate school libraries, training new staff, cleaning up old, tired libraries and revamping 

systems. She has been vital in getting our libraries up to 21st century standards.  Kristen also organizes 
fundraisers so our libraries can have the most current materials for our students along with creating 

Donors Choose requests.  Durham Unified is fortunate to have Kristen Cargile on our team these past 
6 years.

Durham Unified School District



Esther Marquez
Esther Marquez has worked in the Gridley Unified School District for 30 years and has been the site 

secretary since 1995. She has been a critical component of the Wilson Office staff and has made a 
difference in the lives of others in the Gridley community. She is highly valued and respected among 

her peers.

Wilson Elementary School



Amanda Monarrez

Amanda Monarrez is selected as McKinley's Classified Employee That Makes A Difference.  Amanda 
exemplifies all the qualities we look for in an individual to work with our young children.  She is 

extremely devoted and dedicated to the children at McKinley School and treats each child as her own.  
She is a wonderful role model and an employee you can always count on.

McKinley Primary School



Lisa Kelly
At STEP UP Academy, our front office receives all traffic in and out of the school and the front 

staff that work there is our face of welcome and service. Lisa can do it all from serving breakfast 
to answering phones, reporting in lunch counts to receiving parent feedback: all with a smile and 
patience! I am in awe of her ability to be an ever-calming influence on those she works with and I 

appreciate her dedication to our school and our students. Our students come to us looking for 
understanding and support and with Lisa they find that time and again; thank you for all you do 

for us!

STEP UP Academy
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