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  From the Desk of Laura Bryant, Superintendent 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Old Fort Families, 

 

We are down to the final 

few weeks of the school 

year, a milestone that de-

serves a moment of reflec-

tion and respect.  I couldn’t 

be more proud of our stu-

dents and staff for the perse-

verance and adaptability 

they’ve shown this year.  

Our kids have been resilient, 

and our staff members have 

been nothing less than pro-

fessional!  I salute a job well 

done!  Thank you! 

 

The end of a school year 

always brings with it a flurry 

of activity.  We congratulate 

our student athletes on 

three successful sports sea-

sons.  We applaud our most 

recent inductees into Na-

tional Honor Society and 

National Technical Honor 

Society.  We anticipate the 

announcement of our senior 

scholarship winners next 

week, who will be off on 

new college adventures 

soon.  Our band and choral 

students are preparing to 

showcase their talents over 

the next few weeks, and we 

are excited for our FFA and 

4-H students to proudly rep-

resent Old Fort in the 

county fairs this summer.  

Our students at OFLS are 

amazing!  They are a bright 

and talented group of young 

people who always make us 

proud! 

 

The District Leadership 

Team is putting the final 

touches on our 3 Year Stra-

tegic Plan.  This body of 

work is the culmination of a 

district-wide effort that be-

gan back in January.  There 

was input from many, many 

teachers and administrators 

as we identified district 

needs and created action 

steps that span the next 

three years to address those 

needs.  The plan will focus 

on our district goals of in-

creasing student achieve-

ment, unifying and building 

trust with all stakeholders, 

and ensuring the professional 

growth of every employee.  

Academic action steps re-

volve heavily around The 

Science of Reading, the latest 

body of research on how the 

brain learns to read and 

comprehend.  We plan to 

flesh out some developments 

in writing and provide our 

math teachers with rich PD 

as well, an area that is often 

overshadowed by the need 

“The plan will 

focus on our 

district goals of 

increasing 

student 

achievement, 

unifying and 

building trust 

with all 

stakeholders, 

and ensuring 

the 

professional 

growth of every 

employee.” 

for early literacy interven-

tion.  We will continue de-

veloping PBIS models at both 

buildings, moving into Re-

storative Practices and 

strengthening our Profes-

sional Learning Communities 

as well.  Lastly, we have 

many steps in place to take a 

look at Community and Fam-

ily Engagement.  A new Dis-

trict Climate and Communi-

cations Committee will help 

bring a community-focused 

perspective to enhance our 

already strong relationships 

with our community at large.  

Our completed 3 Year Stra-

tegic Plan will be available on 

our district website later this 

summer.  If you would like 

to share any ideas you may 

have regarding the direction 

of district improvement ef-

forts, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

It continues to be a privilege 

to lead this great district.  

Please reach out if you ever 

have any questions, thoughts, 

or concerns you would like 

to share.  Thank you so very 

much! 

 

With Children at Heart, 
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  From the Desk of Erica Cobb, High School Principal 

“We strive on 

promoting 

psychological 

well-being 

while assisting 

our students on 

how to 

maintain social 

and emotional 

habits.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Greetings from your Principal, 

 

We’ve made it!  Back in August, we knew the year ahead of us was going to be ex-

tremely challenging.  Our staff and students saw the challenge, and they did not blink an 

eye!  In a year with so much uncertainty and unknown, I am humbled that we were able 

to provide that consistency and “norm” for our students.  I want to acknowledge our 
entire staff for the time, effort, dedication, and care they put into a year that will for-

ever go down in history.    

 

Our Building Leadership Team has been meeting monthly to look at our building goals 

and determine 1.) where our greatest needs are and 2.) where our focus needs to be 

directed for the middle school and high school.  The BLT has made impressive progress 

with creating goals and action steps that will help our students on their individual path-

ways.   

 
 

On April 29th, 2021 Garrett Havens and Myles Miller received the State FFA Degree.

  
 

STATE DEGREE: This is the highest degree in each state. This degree demonstrates 

the student has put an exceptional amount of time into their SAE and local chapter. 

 The requirements of this degree are: 

 Received a Chapter FFA Degree. 

 Have been an active FFA member for at least two years (24 months) at the 
time of receiving the State FFA Degree 

 Have completed at least 2 years (360 hours) of systematic school instruction 

in agricultural education at or above the ninth grade level, which includes an 

SAE. 
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 Have earned and productively invested at least $2500 and worked at least 300 hours in excess of 

scheduled class time in a supervised agricultural experience program. The combination of hours 

and earnings multiplied by a factor of 3.33 must be equal to or greater than the number 1,000. 

 Demonstrated leadership ability by performing 10 parliamentary law procedures, giving a six-

minute speech on a topic relating to agriculture or FFA, and serving as an FFA officer, commit-

tee chairperson, or committee member. 

 Have a satisfactory academic record, certified by the agriculture teacher and the school principal 

or superintendent. 

 Participated in the planning and implementation of the chapter’s Program of Activities. 

 Have completed ten activities above the chapter level in at least three of six different categories: 

leadership development events, career development events, conventions and meetings, project 

shows, student awards, and leadership and service as described in policies adopted by the Board 

of Directors. 

 Complete at least 25 hours of community service in a minimum of two different activities. 

Great job, Garrett and Myles!  Way to make Old Fort proud!  

We completed all Ohio State Testing over the past three weeks.  Our 7th graders completed the math and 

English language arts state assessments.  Our 8th graders completed the math, English language arts, and 

science state assessments.  Our freshmen completed the Algebra I end-of-course assessment.  Our sopho-

mores completed the geometry, English language arts, biology, and geometry end of course assessments.  

A special shout-out to our students during state testing, as they worked hard and persevered to show all 

they have mastered this school year!   

Adolescence is a formative time for our middle and high school students.  Social, physical, and emotional 

changes happen throughout their school years.  We strive on promoting psychological well-being while 

assisting our students on how to maintain social and emotional habits.  On May 14th, our students in grades 

7-12 will participate in a survey where we can continue to better understand youth health risks and protec-

tive behaviors in the community.  Only children age 12 or above are eligible to participate.  

What is my child being asked to do?  

We would like your child to answer questions about: 

 personal use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs, perception of risks, where accessed 

 feelings about their school and community 

 family and personal relationships, and demographics 

 mental health, suicide, and access to care 

 health-related behaviors (i.e. sleep, nutrition, and exercise) 

 

With the data collected, we will be able to identify needs and trends, what is in place to address those 

needs, and implementation of possible programs or trainings.   

 

 

 

Erica Cobb 
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As the school year is winding down, it is never too early to begin 

to prepare for next year!  Beginning in the 2021-22 school year, 

Old Fort Junior and Senior High School will be re-emphasizing 

our PBIS Program.  PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions and 

Supports) is a state mandated program designed to reinforce 

positive behaviors in our students and staff.  PBIS focuses on all 

areas of the district and promotes creating an environment 

where all students can be successful.  Our re-implementation of 

the program will build on our “Honor The F-O-R-T” mantra to integrate our 

district Core Values of Pride, Integrity, Relationships, and Excellence.   

 

F- Feel the Pride 

O- Opt for Integrity 

R- Relationships Matter 

T- Together be Excellent  

 

Students will be taught lessons that focus on honoring the FORT and will have 

the opportunity to earn incentives and rewards for displaying these positive be-

haviors.  Old Fort Schools believes that character and social-emotional learning 

is an integral part of preparing our students for success after school.  Whether 

our students are going into college, or the workforce, our goal is that every 

Stockader after graduation will Honor the FORT! 

 

 Jason Miller 

“Beginning in 

the 2021-22 

school year, 

Old Fort 

Junior and 

Senior High 

School will be 

re-emphasizing 

our PBIS 

Program.” 

 From the Desk of Jason Miller,  Assistant High School Principal/Athletic Director 

Senior Christa Kuhn signs her letter of intent to 

attend Lourdes University for track.  Congratula-

tions, Christa!  
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“We are looking 

forward to wel-

coming our new 

preschool stu-

dents next 

school year, as 

they truly be-

come part of 

our Elementary 

School.”  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Desks of Kristina Smith and Brittni Faist– Elementary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The warm and sunny days are a clear sign that summer break is just around the corner.  

As you know, the end of the school year is approaching fast and filled with many ac-

tivities to keep our students engaged!  The spring/summer season is a busy season for 

many families, so please remember to keep schedules and routines in place to help your 

students be successful as they finish the 2020-2021 school year!  

Exciting Events Taking Place throughout the end of the school year! 

 State testing was successfully completed for grades 3-6. Students worked hard 

to show what they know and make us proud!   Great Job!!  Thank you to 

Wendy’s in Fremont for the delicious Frosty donation as a reward for our stu-

dents. 

 Kindergarten Screening took place April 29th and 30th. We are so excited to 

welcome our newest class of Stockaders and their families!!   If you have an 

incoming kindergartener (age 5 as of Aug. 1st, 2021) who was unable to attend 

the screening, please contact the Elementary Office at 419-986-5166.   

 Field Trips have returned for Old Fort Elementary students this spring! Exciting 

locations our students have or will be visiting include:  The Toledo Zoo, The 

Rock-n-Roll Hall of Fame, Miller Conservation Farm, Franciscan Earth Liter-

acy Center, Country Lane Tree Farm, The Hayes’ Home/Museum, and The Tif-

fin Civil War Museum.  

 End of the year awards will be live streamed  on the Old Fort School District 

Facebook page.  Stay tuned for more information! 

 Students in 3rd -6th grade will participate in a fun filled track and field day on 

May 20th, and kindergarten through 2nd grade will enjoy a field day on May 

25th. 

 Our students are working hard to earn their final PBIS reward for the year- a 

dodgeball tournament- ending with Students vs. Teachers. 

 We are looking forward to welcoming our new preschool students next school 

year, as they truly become part of our Elementary School Community. 
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Thank you for all of your support throughout this unique school year.  Although this school year will be 

over, your students' learning does not have to end!  Here are some great examples of how you can con-

tinue your child’s education this summer: 

 Practice writing with your child!  Send letters, postcards, and drawings to family members and 

friends! 

 Read with your child or enroll in a summer reading program at the local library! 

 Stay active and check out our local parks, playgrounds, and hiking trails! 

 Check out the resources provided by your students' teacher at the end of the school year. 

 Check out this link for more fun ideas to keep your child learning all summer long!     
 https://childhood101.com/summer-learning-activities/ 

 

 

We could not do all of this without our wonderful teachers and staff here at Old Fort Elementary. They 

have done an amazing job keeping our students engaged and supported. Even when we weren’t sure 

how things would go this year, they kept moving forward with our students in mind. To thank them for 

their heart and dedication to our students and district, Mrs. Faist and I tried to make teacher apprecia-

tion week one to remember with fun and food!  We sure are “lucky” ducks when it comes to our staff! 

 

Finally, we would like to give a big shout out to you as the parents & guardians! This year would not 

have been as successful as it was without you all! Thank you! 

  

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you ever need anything.  We are very honored to lead Old Fort 

Elementary.   

 

Your Partners in Education, 

Mrs. Kristina Smith & Mrs. Brittni Faist 

 

We were able to hold one Fun Run this year.  Students participated in daily fun runs as grade level groups.  

See pictures below. 

Fun Run!  
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Art Spotlights 

 

My name is Natalie Michaels. I am in 

Art IV and my favorite projects so 

far have been altered books and silk-

screen. What I enjoy about the al-

tered books is turning an old worn 

out book into an art piece. You're 

basically bringing the book back to 

life or changing one's trash into your 

treasure. My other favorite project is 
silkscreen; it was a lot of fun creating 

your own design to add to clothing. 

After completing the silkscreen and 

printing it onto a shirt or jacket it 

was neat to wear my work. My hob-

bies include listening to music and 

sketching in my free time. I have an 

interest in animals, I have always had 

a love for them so my dream job 

would be to work with them. I am in 

the Art Club and do hip hop dance 

at a studio outside of school. My 

plans for the future are going to col-

lege to get my associates degree and 

become a certified Veterinary Tech-

nician.  

 

Hello, my name is Paige Malcolm, I’m 

a senior and in Art III. I’m 18 years 

old.  I plan on going to college for 

Biology to become a biologist/

geneticist, either at Malone or Co-

lumbus State University. My favorite 

project that I have created was 

probably a caricature that I did back 

in Art 1 during my freshman year at 
Fremont Ross. A few projects that I 

liked doing at Old Fort were my wa-

tercolor and oil.  I am also pretty 

proud of my senior parking spot and 

a few of my sketches. I really like to 

hang out with my friends and drive 

around, listening to music. My favor-

ite subject is probably science. The 

things I do in my free time are hang-

ing out with my best friend and play-

ing video games.  
 

P 

 

A 

 

I 

 

G 

 

E 

N 

 

A 

 

T 

 

A 

 

L 

 

I 

 

E 
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I’m Riley Lehner. I am in Art IV.  My 

favorite projects were string art, 

acrylic on canvas, ink, and silk screen. 

My hobbies include painting, reading, 

and going on hikes. My interests are 

buying little cactuses or succulent 

plants to have in my room. I play vol-

leyball and run track, I am also a part 

of the yearbook staff, Teen Leader-
ship Corps. and Art Club. My plans 

for the future are to attend Bowling 

Green State University in the fall.  
 

My name is Christa Kuhn. I’m a senior 

in Art IV. My favorite project was my 

oil painting. I painted my bottle baby 

goat. My hobbies are playing volley-

ball, doing track, drawing, driving 

around in the middle of the night and 

hanging out with my family and my 

real friends. My interests are taking 

animals to the fair and going to col-

lege. My future plans are to go to col-

lege at Lourdes University to do track 

and field and being able to start my 

next chapter in life.  

R 

 

I 

 

L 

 

E 

 

Y 

C 

 

H 

 

R 

 

I 

 

S 

 

T 

 

A 
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My name is Clayton Dymond. I am in 

Art III. Some of my favorite art pro-

jects were my acrylic painting and my 

oil of a sunset. I also enjoyed sketch-

ing in my sketchbook and doing my 

silk painting project. Some of my fa-

vorite hobbies are going out on our 

boat and fishing with my dad and my 

grandpa. I also enjoy working on our 

jet skis. My favorite school sports are 

Cross Country and Track. Some of 

my favorite school activities are 

cooking in nutrition class and work-

ing out in lifting class.  

Hello, my name is Jonah Englehart. I’m a 

senior in high school who is in Art IV. I 

would have to say that two of my favor-

ite projects would have to be the oil we 

did this year and in the past, 

scratchboard art. My hobbies would 

include playing Basketball, running 

Cross Country and Track, and I try to 

get a sketch in every so often. My inter-

ests would include trying to have a bet-

ter understanding of the stock market 

and watching Bob Ross.  My plans for 

the future are to attend Heidelberg 

University and ,as of right now, go into 

a Business program. 

C 
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Who am I? This is the question that has played a significant 

role in high school.  I have been trying things that I like 

and challenging myself to get out of my comfort zone. This 

has always been a constant struggle that many, like me, face. 

I’d like to say that I’m a positive person. I try to include eve-

ryone so they feel less lonely. I also think deeply about eve-

rything in life which is quite time-consuming. The reason why 

I want to know more about people is because I enjoy listen-

ing to others’ perspectives about life. I enjoy escaping reality 

with video games, such as Apex Legends or Skyrim. Art also 

helps to alleviate some of the real world problems and 

brushes them away. Sketching is one of my favorite things to 

do in art. As you may see, sketches are my favorite type of 

thing to create. I’m most proud of these out of all of my 

sketches. They are the ones that took the most time to cre-
ate. These are the ones I’m the most passionate about. 

Through art, I get to express my emotions at the time. Most 

of my emotions are influenced by music. My plans for the 

future are to dabble my way into a lot of broad fields, and 

one for example is electricity. Electricity seems to be sticking 

around in my future lifetime, so I believe that if I understand 

the basics of our main source of power I can be useful in any 

future situation.  I will attend Terra Community College to 

see if I’d like to pursue a career being an Electrician.  

I 
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A 

 

A 
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Student Council 

 
A great teacher ignites imagination and instills a love of learning in students. Our Old 

Fort teaching staff does this and even more. As a way to show our appreciation for 
Old Fort teachers, the High School Student Council made selfie four-leaf-clovers 

with messages of thanks for all of their hard work this school year. We are now in 

the process of making flowers for the teachers with their amazing attributes written 

on them, since April showers bring May flowers. Yet another way we are showing 

our gratitude is by using some of our funds to provide a Jimmy G’s food truck lunch 

for every teacher who tirelessly works to support our students. We encourage our 

student body to give teachers a big heartfelt thank you during Teacher Appreciation 

week May 3-7.    

 
The Student Council is also supporting the 2021 Old Fort High School Prom. Since 

prom will be here at the high school,  we will cover the cost of tables and chairs as a 

way to support the Junior Class, who is graciously hosting this year’s prom. Seniors 

and Juniors, be sure to check out the next Modern Communications video for more 

in-depth information regarding Prom. There’s a lot of information regarding location, 

ticket price and much more. Also, seniors, be on the lookout for senior-send-off 

snacks. 

 
Jaislynn Woodall 

Administrative Assistant, 

High School Student Council 

Youth Assets Awards Winners 

 
 

 
 

Congratulations to the following winners 

of this prestigious award: 

 

High School: 

Aimee Beisner 

Landon Barr 

 

Elementary School: 

Kristina Smith 

Isabella Reyna 

 

 

 

Our Composition II (Terra) CCP class concluded the 

course today with Professor Stanislaus. Students partici-
pated in a heated but enjoyable debate. Each side gave its 
point of view on retribution or restoration of criminals in 

regards to the United States justice system. We had a great 
semester together!  
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National Honor Society 

Juniors and seniors participated in the Seneca County Virtual Career 

Fair.  A few of our students were lucky enough to receive follow-up 

interviews, which will lead to summer employment.  

 
 

2021 Yearbooks are on sale.  They can be ordered on line through the Old Fort Schools website 

at  www.oldfortschools.org 

 

 Scroll down and look for brown box that says “ Jostens Yearbooks “  

 Click on the Box and it will take you to the Jostens page to order.  

 Click on the Yearbook tab on the top and order your yearbook.  

Senior Day Trips Continue 

On Wednesday, March 31st, a majority of the senior class enjoyed their 

2nd day trip to replace the normal 4 to 5 day senior class trip out of 

state.  The seniors were able to enjoy a private rental of the Urban Air 

Adventure Park in Toledo, OH.  They were able to enjoy several hours 

of trampoline jumping, go-kart racing, and ninja warrior-style obsta-

cles.  They were treated to a pizza lunch and also enjoyed various other 

activities like dodgeball and capture the flag .  They were even able to 

take turns trying to defeat Mr. Combs on the jousting challenge!  The 

Class of 2021 will enjoy 2 more trips during the months of April and 

May to close out their year: Dave and Buster’s and Kalahari. 

 
Seniors Enjoying Dave and Buster’s 

Racing go-karts at Urban Air Adventure Park 
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Elementary Field Trips 
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May 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

1 
OFHS  

Cabaret  

Performance 

7:00-9:00 

2 
OFHS  

Cabaret  

Performance 

3:00-5:00 

3 
 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
Prom 

6:00 

 

9 

 

10 
 

11 

 

12 

Vanguard 

Sentinel 

Graduation 

 

FFA Banquet 

13 
Thursday Night 

Concert Series: 

 

OFJH 
Band 6:30 P.M. 

 

OFJH 
Choir 7:30 P.M. 

14 
Field Trip; Cedar 

Point Chemistry/

Physics/Science 

Club  

15 

 

16 17 
Senior Trip-
Kalahari 

 

Accuplacer Test– 
Terra 

 

Board Meeting 
6:00 

18 
Last Day–  

Seniors 

19 

 

20 
 
 

21 
 

 

22 
 

23 
Graduation 

3:00 

24 

 

25 
Last Day 

School 

26 
Staff Work 

Day 

27 28 

  

29 


