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NEW GOLDEN EAGLES ARENA 
SCOREBOARD & DIGITAL SIGNAGE AT CHS
The Aberdeen School District purchased and installed a new digital video center scoreboard 

in Golden Eagles Arena in April along with a video scorer’s table and large electronic signage 
boards in the cafeteria and commons area.  The board above the concession area will be used 
to highlight concession prices, sponsor recognition, as well as a live feed from events in the 
arena.  In addition to other uses, the board in the commons area will be used to highlight fine 
arts events happening the theatre. 

The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation will administer the sponsor recognition on the 
new screens through their Eagle Pride Partner program.  Contact the Foundation office,  
Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us, if you are interested in partnering with the Foundation and 
promoting your business on the big screen!  
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Congratulations to the Aberdeen Central Class of 2021!  
We wish them much success as they fly from the “nest.” We look 
forward to hearing about how they change our world for the better.  
We are especially pleased to welcome back to Aberdeen our 
scheduled and re-scheduled class reunion groups this summer!  If 
your class reunion is not yet on our schedule, please contact the 
Foundation office.  I hope that 
everyone has a wonderful time in 
Aberdeen making new memories 

with old friends! Take care of each other, stay safe and 
be well! Go Eagles!!
 

Executive Director, Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, 
Inc.

Looking Ahead: 
 • August 16-22, 2021 - Brown County Fair
 • August 24, 2021 - First Day of School!
 • September 24, 2021 - CHS Homecoming

FROM THE DIRECTOR

“Promoting excellence in education by 
forging partnerships among the schools, 
community and alumni”

Published twice a year for the 
Aberdeen Public Schools alumni and 
friends.

Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation, Inc.
Gretchen Sharp, Executive Director
1224 S 3rd St.
Aberdeen, SD  57401
Phone: 605-725-7118
Fax: 605-725-7198
Email: Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us

Visit us online at:
www.AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundation.org
or like/follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundationInc

Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation 
2020-21 Board Members
Marshall Lovrien ’99, President
Sue Gates ’70, Vice President
Lynn Hanson, Past President
Tom Janish, Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. Becky Guffin, Superintendent
Michyl Cahoy ‘11
Mike Hagen ‘83
Ed Hunstad ‘62
Lynn Karrigan
Merle Klein ‘53
Bob Olson ‘73
Brad Olson, ‘74
Courtney Rott Jr, ‘84
Steven Schaeffer, ‘74
Tyler Wenbourne ‘01

Foundation Annual Report 2020-21
The Blue and Gold Alumni & Friends 
Newsletter contains an annual update 
of the work of the Aberdeen Public 
Schools Foundation, grants awarded, 
funds established in 2020-21, and 
donations from November 2020 
through April 2021. As such, this 
publication is also the Foundation 
Annual Report. The Foundation’s tax 
return is available for viewing at the 
Foundation office. The Aberdeen 
Public Schools Foundation is a 501 
(c)(3) non-profit organization.
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2021 HALL OF 
FAME BANQUET & 

CEREMONY

Sept. 25, 2021

At Central High School, 
2200 South Roosevelt 
Street, Aberdeen, SD

5:00 p.m.
Hall of Fame Social

     5:30 p.m. 
Hall of Fame Banquet

PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY AWARD

Jordan Phillips, 16, of Aberdeen, South 
Dakota, a junior at Aberdeen Central High 
School, was selected as a 2021 Prudential 
Spirit of Community Award State Honoree.  
She has raised more than $110,000 
to support women with breast cancer 
by sewing and selling fabric coffee-cup 
sleeves known as “cozys.” Jordan’s mother 
was diagnosed with breast cancer in May 
2015. “I was terrified I was going to lose my 
mom,” she said. “I needed an escape from 
the chaos of having a loved one who is sick, 
and I wanted to support other people who 
were going through what my family was 
experiencing.” Since she had been sewing 

things since she was 5, Jordan started 
sewing cozys in her bedroom after school, 
and then offered them on Facebook to raise 
money for the Susan G. Komen Foundation.

As word about Jordan’s “Cozys for the 
Cure” project spread via news and social 
media, she had to recruit family members, 
friends and schoolmates to meet the 
growing demand. Her cross country team 
pitched in with an assembly line that 
produced 200 cozys in one hour. Things 
really took off when a large retail chain 
agreed to stock 250,000 of Jordan’s 
coffee-cup sleeves in more than a thousand 
stores across the country, which required 
Jordan to outsource production to an 
apparel company. In addition to supporting 
the Susan G. Komen Foundation’s breast 
cancer research, Jordan’s fundraising 
has paid for free mammograms in rural, 
underserved areas. Jordan was especially 
touched when someone gave out her cozys 
as a wedding favor to honor the legacy of 
a mother who died of breast cancer. It was 
then that “I realized the deep emotional 
impact of this project,” she said.

The Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards program is the United States’ 
largest youth recognition program based 
exclusively on volunteer community service.

Jordan Phillips is pictured with 
Representative Drew Dennert, Representative 
Carl Perry and Senator Al Novstrup when she 

was honored at the SD Capitol in March.
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Dr. Becky Guffin – honored by the SD Superintendents 
Association as South Dakota Superintendent of 
the Year.  This is a prestigious award recognizing 
exceptional leadership in South Dakota.  

Josh Mach – honored by the SD Basketball Coaches 
Association as 2020-21 Region 1 Assistant Boys BB 
Coach of the Year 

Gene Brownell - honored by the South Dakota High 
School Athletic Administrators Association as Region 1 
Athletic Director of the Year

Michael Swenson - South Dakota High School 
Coaches Association’s 2021 Middle School Wrestling 
Coach of the Year

Peggy Heermann – honored by Special Olympics 
North America as South Dakota Coach of the Year 

Megan Maple, MME 5th grade 
teacher - LG Electronics USA and 
InnerExplorer Teacher Super Hero 
award 

ASD Board of Education - Associated 
School Board of South 

Dakota (ASBSD) Gold 
Level Award.  The 
ASBSD Board 
R e c o g n i t i o n 
Program is designed 
to recognize school 

boards for their 
dedicated and ethical 

service to the students 
of South Dakota. This program will recognize board 
members’ participation in outside activities, board 
development and training, and demonstrated leadership 
at various areas and levels.

STAFF RECOGNITION

2021 HALL OF FAME BANQUET & CEREMONY 
S A T U R D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1

At Central High School, 2200 South Roosevelt Street, Aberdeen, SD

5:00 p.m. - Hall of Fame Social, CHS Commons Area

5:30 p.m. - Hall of Fame Banquet, CHS Commons Area

After dinner guests will be directed to the Thomas F. Kelly Theatre for the Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony and entertainment.  A dessert reception will follow in the CHS 
Commons Area.

Ticket information: Banquet Tickets are $35 per person. ($40 per person 
after September 10.)

Tickets may be purchased after July 1 through the foundation website at www.
AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundation.org or Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation office 
at 1224 3rd St. South, Aberdeen SD, 57401.  Contact the Foundation Office at 605-
725-7118 or Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us 

If you would like to sponsor an inductee’s tickets for $70, please contact 
Gretchen!

2021 Aberdeen Central High School Hall of Fame Inductees 

Academics/Achievement - Dr. Stuart D. Bale ’83, Dr. Richard E. Boettcher ’53, Brian R. 
Hoke ‘92 

Athletics - Kellie (Heier) Calhoun ’03, Bill Gayton ’79, 1961 Boys Basketball Team 

Fine Arts - Wayne A. Hansen ’78, Ed Schaefle ’74, Loel W. Schrader ‘42 

Distinguished Service - Glenna Fouberg, ASD ‘73-‘01 

IN MEMORY...
In memory of Glenna Fouberg, 

ASD 1973-2001 and CHS  
Hall of Fame 2021

Known as “Mrs. Education” and a 
teacher with a commitment to helping 
students on the margins of the 
education system, Fouberg was also 
a true community champion raising 
funds to help others.  She passed away 
January 5, 2021.  
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J U P I T E R  T U B A  D O N A T E D

In Memory of 
Allen Gates

Thank you to Sue 
Gates and her friends 
and family for donating 
a new Jupiter tuba and 
case to the CHS music 
program in memory 
of her husband, Allen 
Gates ‘54, who passed 
away October 17, 2020.   Gates was a talented musician and 
loved to talk about the experiences he was able to have through 
music.  A tuba player himself, Gates shared his musical talents 
with the community as a member of Merry Tuba Christmas and 
the Aberdeen Municipal Band.

The plaque on the tuba case reads:  “To play a wrong note is 
insignificant; to play without passion is inexcusable.”  Ludwig Van 
Beethoven

Please play this tuba with joy and passion.  

Given in memory of a life-long tuba player, Allen Gates (1954), 
by his family and friends

www.dacotahprairiemuseum.com 
Facebook & Twitter @dacotahprairie 

Celebrating 50+ years as Brown County’s History Museum! 

Hours: Tue-Fri: 10am-5pm & Sat: 11am-4pm 

21 S Main St 
Downtown Aberdeen 

605.626.7117  

Aberdeen Central, ca. 1970s 

Smitty Baseball Reunion – September 10-11, 2021
Smitty’s Reunion honoring Reedy Fossum’s coaching career.   Get 

out your gloves and clean up your cleats, the games are scheduled 
and the ground crew is getting things ready (again).   Tickets will go 
on sale shortly, I can almost smell the popcorn...   

First game (welcome reception) will be September 10th 
and (program/dinner) on the 11th.  Watch for monthly email 
newsletters from Gene Herold.  Or, contact Gene with Questions  
egherold@yahoo.com 612-270-7024.

Class of 1960 - September 17-18, 2021
Official contacts: Contact Sherry (Gertsen) Covington  

Secov@aol.com or Larry Fischer ljf@nvc.net, 605-380-0373

Class of 1961 – September 17-19, 2021
Contact Nancy (Weifenbach) McQuillen nanmcq@nvc.net 

Class of 1970 - September 24 - 25, 2021
Find us on Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/441196779354415
An invitation will go out by email and/or regular mail in early July. 
We are combining the Saturday 9/25 night event with the Class 

of 1971. In addition, we have a live rock band concert on Saturday 
night with Uncle Zeek. Class contacts are Mark Schaunaman  
mschaunaman@makeitmcb.com and Craig Herther  
pickanh2@yahoo.com 563-590-0420

Class of 1971 - September 24 - 25, 2021
For more information contact Betty Lacher Ochsner  

(jochsner@abe.midco.net) or Sandy Weins-Kersten  
(sandywk52@gmail.com).

Class of 1980 – postponed to 2025
Contact aberdeencentral1980@gmail.com

Class of 1981 – July 16-17, 2021
https://www.facebook.com/groups/abchsclassof81 

Class of 2000 – Postponed until 2025
Contact Kari (Noer) Hedlund kehedlund@gmail.com 

Class of 2001 – July 23-24, 2021
Family Fun Friday @ Wylie Lake & The Birdhouse
Saturday Celebration @ City Lights Bar & Catering Center
Contact aberdeencentral2001@gmail.com for more information. 

Class of 2010 – June 12, 2021 
6:00 pm at the City Lights Bar & Event Center
$5 per person, live band, cash bar will be available, and hors 

d’oeuvres will be provided. 
Visit Aberdeen Central Class of 2010 on facebook  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2518667304858922 

2021 CHS CLASS REUNIONS
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Weekly episodes of Eagle Zone are 
produced, filmed and edited by CHS 
students.  They have been hugely 
successful in keeping the community 
and alumni informed about activities 
at Central and in the Aberdeen 
community.  Look for weekly links 
during the school year on the Aberdeen 
Public Schools Foundation’s facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/
AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundationInc or let 
the Foundation office know if you would like the Eagle Zone link 
emailed to you!  (Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us)

EAGLE ZONE FLIES HIGH!

© Copyright 2020 McQuillen Creative Group

423 S Main St, Suite 1  |  Aberdeen, SD 57401  |  605.226.3481  |  mcquillencreative.com

MCQUILLEN CREATIVE GROUP

Aberdeen School District 6-1
605.725.7100
www.aberdeen.k12.sd.us

Get to know
THE EAGLES
Empowering all students to succeed in a changing world.

The Aberdeen Central 
High School Symphonic 

Band has earned superior 
or superior plus ratings 

every year since 1984. 
They are 1 of only 2 high 
schools since 1951 to be 

represented EVERY year 
at All-State Band.
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Aberdeen Public School Retirees

Gene Brownell, 
Athletic Director. 

Gene Brownell 
graduated from 
Northern state College 

in 1969 and spent the 
next two years in the U.S. 

Army. Upon separation from his military 
obligation, the next five years were spent 
beginning a forty-nine year love affair with 
public education and coaching.  Arriving 
in the Aberdeen Public Schools in 1977, 
Brownell would spend the next forty-four 
years as a teacher, coach, and athletic 
administrator.  The most fascinating 
experience was being involved with the 
building of the new Central High School 
with all its tremendous opportunities for 
student learning and growth.  Swisher 
Field followed the new school as an 
excellent facility for football, soccer and 
track and field. 

 

Kristie Carlson, 
District Service 
Center Receptionist/
Secretary.  

I have had the 
privilege of working for 

t h e Aberdeen School District for 
40 years.  Thank you for all the great 
opportunities you have given me as an 
employee of the ASD.

Penny Frost, 
Assistant Finance 
Director. 

I’ve been with 
Aberdeen Public 

Schools for 35 years.  It’s 
been an enjoyable career at ASD.  I’ve 
worked with some wonderful individuals 
and made some lifelong friends.  I’m at 
a time in my life that I’m ready to enjoy 
some relaxation, traveling, and just being 
a Grandma. 

Jennifer Hawk-
Heirigs, Counselor 
at Lincoln 
Elementary 
School. 

When I completed 
graduate school in 

December 1988, I was fortunate to begin 
my counseling career with the Aberdeen 
School District.  In my early years with 
the district, elementary counselors were 
assigned two schools. I have always been 
the Lincoln counselor, but also worked at 
Simmons and May Overby.  I am proud to 
have been part of an educational system 
that has such high standards and values.  
My husband and I raised four children 
here; and we appreciate the teachers 
and coaches who played a part in their 
education.  I am grateful to the many 
administrators, counselors, co-workers, 
parents and students who have helped 
make this a memorable career.  I was 
blessed to call Lincoln School my home-
away-from-home for nearly 33 years.   I 
will definitely miss it.  In retirement, I 
anticipate more time for family, traveling, 
hobbies, projects, and even part-time 
work.

Kelly Hinds, 
STEM Teacher at 
Simmons Middle 
School. 

I have thoroughly 
enjoyed teaching in the 

Aberdeen Public School 
System for the past 35 years.  I was 
able to teach 4th, 5th and 6th grade at 
Simmons Elementary for 30 years.  While 
there, I coached Destination ImagiNation 
for 25 years and we went to state every 
year and Globals 3 years.  I was also 
able to help with many outstanding 
musical programs that many remember.  
The past 5 years I have been the PLTW 
engineering teacher at Simmons Middle 

School.  I have taught all 6th, 7th and 
8th graders pre engineering courses.  I 
have gotten to know many beautiful and 
wonderful staff and students throughout 
the years.

Rosanne Malsom, 
Deaf Educator/
Coordinator. 

   After graduating 
from Augustana 

College in 1987, 
with a bachelor’s degree 

in Deaf Education and Elementary 
Education, I began my teaching career 
as a kindergarten teacher in the 
Watertown School District.  In 1990, 
I was hired as the Teacher of the Deaf 
with the Aberdeen School District. My 
passion has always been working with 
deaf and hard-of-hearing students.  It 
has been my privilege to develop the 
Total Communication Program for 
the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing in the 
Aberdeen School District.  During my 
time in Aberdeen I obtained a master’s 
degree from NSU and was president of 
the Aberdeen Education Association for 
three years.  

   I cherish all these experiences; they 
are a constant reminder of why I chose 
to become an educator.  I have learned 
so much throughout my career and am 
blessed to have taught and worked with 
children for 34 years! I continue to have 
contact with many of my former students 
and value the lifetime relationships I have 
developed with both students and staff. 

   As I look forward to retirement, 
I will treasure the great memories of 
my teaching career!  I look forward to 
spending more time with my family, 
maintaining lifelong friendships with 
coworkers, and watching my grandbabies 
grow!!

“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.” - Benjamin Franklin

The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation recognizes this year’s retiring teachers and staff that were honored 
by the Aberdeen School District.  These staff members have a combined total of 330 years of service to the Aberdeen 
School District.    Thank you for your dedication and service to our students!  
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Teresa Markley, 
Math Teacher at 
Holgate Middle 
School. 

   I began my journey 
with the Aberdeen 

Public School District 35 
years ago in Special Education. I taught 
students in a mainstream classroom, a life 
skills program, and finally a resource room.  
I have loving memories of these teaching 
days and I can clearly recall many of my 
students and staff who brought much joy 
to my job.

   I earned my master’s degree/middle 
level endorsement from Northern State 
University in 2020, as I moved into 
teaching in a regular classroom setting.  
I have navigated my way from 4th grade 
to 7th grade throughout the years.  One 
of the appealing advantages offered by 
education is the ability to rejuvenate and 
challenge oneself with a variety of new 
teaching assignments. The chance to 
meet new colleagues and create lifelong 
friendships has been a blessing in my life. 

   Spending my day with kids has offered 
me an incredible gift.  I have been touched 
by so many lives and it always amazes 
me when a past student, now an adult, 
approaches me with a hug and says “Mrs. 
Markley, I loved being in your class!” or 
“I am so excited my child has you for a 
teacher!”

   I will forever be grateful for the 
opportunity to teach Aberdeen Public 
School students and the many friendships 
established over 35 years in this district.

Lisa McNeely, 
Principal at Lincoln 
Elementary School. 

My career in 
education began 

in a private school in 
Mankato, Minnesota. I took a 

break from teaching while my boys were 
young, and resumed my teaching career 
in the Redfield School District, where I 
taught and coached for many years. I then 
made the leap into administration and 
have spent the last ten years in Aberdeen, 
first as assistant principal at Holgate, and 
now as elementary principal at Lincoln.  It 
has been an honor and privilege to work in 
the Aberdeen School District. I am beyond 
grateful for the support of my current and 
former staff members and colleagues, 
the leadership of Dr. Guffin, Mrs. Kaul, 
and the Aberdeen School Board, and 
for the parents who have shared their 
children with me over the course of my 
career; from them have come my greatest 
learning.  My plans in retirement: Spend an 
increased amount of time with my parents, 
grandchildren, and family members, have 
more coffee dates with friends, travel, walk 
and bike many miles, and read. I hope also 
to mentor and support teachers who are 
new to this rewarding, challenging, and 
ultimately satisfying, career.  

Susan Nash, 
Director of Food 
Service. 

I started my career 
with the district in 

1989.  Since that time the 
program has progressed 

through 3 extensive kitchen remodels 

and 4 new kitchens.  USDA programs 
during this time include the School 
Breakfast Program, the Favors Fresh 
Produce Program, and The Farm to School 
Program. The staff have provided “after 
school” snacks and catered a number of 
main events for students and staff over 
the years.  The most popular and longest 
running event being the “Senior Breakfast” 
(buffet) held for graduating seniors prior to 
graduation practice.  My most memorable 
experience was providing meals in the 
community; the food service team along 
with other school staff worked to provide 
142,000 FREE Grab-n-Go Meals at 8 
locations for students during the school 
closure due to COVID-19 in March-May 
of 2020. 

The following individual declined to be featured in the 
newsletter.  We sincerely thank her for  her dedication and 
service to our students, and wish her all the best!

Lori Simon, O. M. 
Tiffany Reading 
Tutor.  Ms. Simon 
has been with the 
Aberdeen School 

District for 35 years.

Serving line at CHS - this project was and 
still is my most treasured.

NEVER A DULL MOMENT...
A book about my teaching career would be entitled Never a Dull Moment. The first chapter: What I have learned… Moving a snow 

hill snowball, by snowball is a great logical consequence.  Keeping students on the last day of school or holding Saturday School 
guarantees homework will be finished quickly. Do not give your car keys to a student 
because they will start it.  Panty hose is a thoughtful Christmas gift.  It is important when 
teaching the Reproductive System to identify the organs accurately.  Losing a 
student at Chicago O’Hare provides him the opportunity to touch the Chicago Bulls 
World Championship trophy. A bus on ice can slide into a parked car so get out 
of the way. Tossing a lawyer’s child into the dumpster is not a good idea. If a sub 
during Outdoor Education asks, “May I smoke?” say NO. Students who bring barn 
lightbulbs should wash off the bird doo doo. A virus can shut down schools. 

The book dedication would read, Thanks for the memories students and colleagues! I will miss you! 

(anonymously from one of our past ASD retirees)
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ABERDEEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION PRESENTS GOLDEN APPLE AWARDS
The Aberdeen Public Schools 

Foundation announced the 
sixth annual Golden Apple 
Awards, recognizing individuals 
that are dedicated, inspiring, 
and making a difference in the 
Aberdeen School District.  This 
year’s honorees are Jackie 
Bindenagel, Peggy Heermann 
and Brandi Hirsch.  Each 
received $500 and an engraved 
golden apple.

Jackie Bindenagel, CC 
Lee Elementary grade 4 
teacher.  Did you know that the 
best teachers teach from the 
heart and not from the book?  According 
to one of her nominators, that is exactly 
what Bindenagel does.  It was noted that 
she was always jolly and lighthearted all 
year round.  Additionally, she was very 
helpful to students that did or did not 
need help.  Students never had to ask her 
for help because she just had a teacher 
instinct.  One student remarked, “I guess 
nobody wants to be in the same grade 
twice, but if I had to do this grade again, I 
would want it to be with Mrs. Bindenagel.”  

Bindenagel’s students identify her as 
always very playful. She would come down 
to gym class and play capture the flag.  She 
would also go outside and play football 
with the boys and do awesome activities.  
She was identified as a loving teacher 
who loved her students as one of her 
own.  Bindenagel spent a lot of her money 
on snacks, class projects, and rewarding 
students for being good in class.  Another 
student stated, “She hasn’t only changed 
my life; she has changed all of her students 
too.  Something I’ve learned is that a truly 
great teacher is hard to find, difficult to part 
with, and impossible to forget.”  

Bindenagel stated, “Inside the classroom 
I take great pride in creating a memorable 
and productive learning environment for my 
students.  I do my best to stay current with 
technology and all things changing in our 
world to provide them with the best possible 
learning experience.  The bottom line is that 
I will do whatever I can to help my students, 
athletes, and coworkers in the Aberdeen 
School District and I want my actions to 
reflect favorably on a District I love.”  

Peggy Heermann, Central High School 
Special Education teacher has spent her 

entire career dedicated to students with 
social, emotional, and behavioral challenges.  
While this work is not easy, her efforts have 
been noted and appreciated by parents 
and their children.  One parent shared the 
following successful experience, “Our first 
experience with this teacher started before 
we even met her.  She provided ideas and 
guidance to help our child succeed in his 
mainstream classroom even though he 
wasn’t her student.  Her efforts made a 
noticeable difference and we ultimately 
decided he would benefit more from being 
in her classroom.  She saw all the good 
things in him despite the difficult stuff on 
the surface.  She built on his strengths 
and supported him whenever he fell back 
a few steps.  She was positive every single 
day even if it wasn’t a great day.  She was 
supportive of us and kept us informed so 
that we could combine our efforts and be 
consistent between school and home.  We 
developed new skills in the process, and 
she gave us greater insight into who he is 
and how he learns. 

When everyone had to transition to 
distance learning, Mrs. Heermann was in 
touch immediately and must have worked 
day and night to get everything ready so 
that her students could pick up where they 
had left off.  She made herself available 
outside traditional hours which was helpful 
as we continued to work outside the 
home.  Between her work in the classroom 
and as the head coach of our Special 
Olympics team, this teacher has changed 
the lives of so many students and their 
families.”  

In addition to her classroom duties, 
Heermann served as the Head Bocce Coach 
at the Special Olympics USA Games and 

was selected as the 2020 
South Dakota Special 
Olympics Coach of the 
Year.  The Aberdeen 
School District and the 
Aberdeen community are 
lucky to have her.  

Brandi Hirsch, 
Aberdeen School District 
Special Education 
Coordinator has held 
several different positions 
within the Aberdeen 
School District but has 
always demonstrated 

outstanding performance, 
positivity, and perseverance.  As a 
classroom teacher Hirsch would take extra 
time to learn and study interventions and 
then implement them with fidelity.  She was 
always eager to try whatever she could to 
help her students.  Those students were 
hers.  Her dedication to the Aberdeen 
School District, educational staff, and 
students is unprecedented by spending 
countless hours outside of her typical 
contract hours to ensure that students are 
provided the best educational outcomes.    

Hirsch currently wears many hats and 
goes above and beyond to make sure 
educational staff and students have what 
they need to be successful.  She is a true 
advocate for students and will question 
policies and procedures if they are not 
benefiting students. It was noted that one 
of her best attributes is her empathy for 
others.  She locates resources within the 
school or community to assist families in 
need.  One nominator states, “She is the 
type of person that makes others want to 
be a better person.  She gives so much to 
her position and to others that it makes you 
want to do the same.”   She frequently serves 
as a mentor to early career teachers.  Her 
willingness to be there for them and help 
in any way allows newer teachers more 
time to devote to their students while 
also supporting them in being successful 
educators.  

Hirsch states, “I just want to do my part 
to make our District the best that it can 
be.  After all, we are all in this together and 
are stronger as a team.”  Her supporters 
believe she is a passionate educator and a 
tireless champion for student success, and 
they cannot think of anyone more deserving 
of the Golden Apple Award.
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FFA WEEK ACTIVITIES

Lost  and Found
“Our neighbor across the street passed away this past summer.  

His two daughters have been tirelessly going through the family’s 
belongings trying to get the house ready to sell.  His daughter is a 
1988 CHS graduate and has a box full of the tapes/slides of their 
CHS graduation slide show, etc.  She left them in our possession 
since we are affiliated with CHS.”

  Amy Dix, CHS science teacher

The Class of 1988 graduation 
slides and 5” reel tape found their 
home as part of the Alumni Room 
memorabilia collection.  If anyone 
from the Class of 1988 would like 
to see them, contact Gretchen 
at the APS Foundation office 
Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us. 

The Aberdeen Central FFA Chapter celebrated National FFA 
Week with two donations.  One they received and one that they 
gave.  The chapter was graciously given $800.25 from the Big 
Bushel Bash.  The Big Bushel Bash was hosted in Aberdeen and 
all profits were distributed between local agricultural programs.  

During FFA Week, FFA members sold donuts to all Aberdeen 
School District schools. With these sales, they raised $250 to 
donate to a local family in need.  Chapter members were also 
involved the elementary and middle schools with agricultural 
trivia and a T-shirt giveaway.

Pictured (left to right): Adam Ochsner, Colin Sprinkel,  Olivia DeRouchey, Anna Moser, Jenna Otterstetter,  Gabi Siefkes, Austin Maag

Henry (Har-
vey) Mead, 
Central High 
class of 1963, 
was elected to 
the city com-
mission in 
Weston, Florida 
on the Novem-
ber ballot, re-
ceiving 39% 
of the vote in a 
three-way race.  
Henry and his wife, Gayle, moved to Weston in 2008 from Miami, 
where they lived for 27 years.  They owned retail shoe stores in 
mid and south Florida for many years before selling them and 
opening a hi-tech home health agency in 2000.   

Aberdeen Central grad publishes her Latvian family’s 
immigration story

A first-generation American, Lilita Zvejnieks Hardes, felt com-
pelled to write her mother’s immigration story. Lilita graduated 

from Aberdeen Central H.S. in 1970, the 
University of South Dakota in 1974 and 
Washington University in St. Louis in 
1976. She was a Licensed Clinical So-
cial Worker (LCSW) in the Milwaukee 
area for 36 years. Retirement allowed 
Lilita time to write and she currently lives 
in San Diego.

The book, A Memoir of Home, War and 
Finding Refuge - Biruta’s Story de-
scribes Lilita’s mother’s life in Latvia be-
fore, during and after WWII, culminating 
in the family’s journey to South Dakota. 
The book is available online at Amazon 
Books, Barnes and Noble as well as at 
other book sellers. To obtain an author 
signed copy or to learn more about the 
book, it can be purchased on the au-
thor’s website at www.lhardes.com. 

If you have Alumni News to share, please send it to Gretchen 
Sharp at Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us. 

Alumni in the News

Henry with his 1935 Auburn  
Boat-Tail Speedster. 
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DEAR FEATHERS,
I heard that Aberdeen Central used to have a dance 
band.  Is that true, and what were they called?

Musically yours,  Harmony in Hecla

Dear Harmony,

Yes!  According to the history books, Aberdeen 
Central had their very own dance band, and they 
were called the Golden Blues. 

From the printed program for the May 18, 1949 “A Night of 
Music” Portrayal of all Central High School Music Departments, “Central’s dance band was organized in the fall of 1945.  The name 
Golden Blues, originated by Doris Hall of the Class of 1949, was selected in a competitive contest as the name for our dance 
band.  Its function is to play for all school dances with the exception of the Pageant Day dance and the Prom, but the band is not 
allowed to play for non-school activities.  The players are all members of the high school band and are not permitted to play with 
any outside organizations.  They devote at least one night a week for practice during the entire year and receive no remuneration 
except the satisfaction of knowing that they make it possible for the students of Central to enjoy real dance music at all of their 
social functions.  The student body and faculty of Central are deeply indebted to Mr. Schwuchow and the members of the Golden 
Blues for giving of their time and effort to make our school dances so worthwhile and enjoyable.”

According to the Arrow yearbooks, the group played swing music for dances after most athletic events until 1957.  “The music 
was perfect and the tunes of the time.  I don’t think you had to have dates, I think everyone came.  The music was wonderful for 
dancing, they were just SOOOO good,” said Marilyn (Fisher) Halvorson, ’49 about the Golden Blues.

Tooting my own horn for the Golden Eagles, 

Feathers

1953 Golden Blues, Central’s very own dance band.  And yes, that is 
Allen Gates playing the tuba!

ALUMNI ROOM 
MEMORABILIA 
SPOTLIGHT

What unique Golden Eagles apparel is 
hiding in your closet?  This sweater of Hazel 
Schaunaman’s, donated to the Alumni 
Room by her family, has gotten a lot of 
attention for its unusual mustard color and 
soft weave.  

We think it may be from the late 50’s or 
early 60’s. 

In honor of the 15th Anniversary of the 
CHS Hall of Fame, the Aberdeen Public 
Schools Foundation is embarking on a 
campaign uniting all of our past inductees, 
families and friends to show our support 
for our current and future CHS students.  
Our ambitious goal is to raise 
$35,000 to establish the CHS Hall 
of Fame Scholarship Endowment to 
permanently fund the annual CHS 
Hall of Fame Scholarship!  Will you 
help us?

Gifts given in memory of Gene Reich, 
CHS Class of 1969 and CHS Hall of fame 
2013, were designated toward the CHS 
Hall of Fame Scholarship Endowment.  With 
these gifts and generous contributions 
by Hall of Fame alumni and others, over 
$10,500 has been raised so far!

Please consider a donation to 
establish the CHS Hall of Fame 
Endowment!  Your generous gift can 
be in honor or in memory of an inductee 
or nominee and is tax deductible.  We 

welcome any questions you may have – 
please contact the Foundation at 605-
725-7118 or Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us.  
Thank you for your consideration. 

P R O G R E S S  R E P O R T :  H A L L  O F  F A M E  S C H O L A R S H I P

Endowment Challenge
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The city receives money when residents in Aberdeen 
pay their cable bills. That money is used, in part, for 
content that runs on the local access cable channel.  
The school runs that channel, and Eagle Zone is 
one example of content the school produces for 
it.  Eagle Zone is a weekly show produced by CHS 
students that features school and community news.

At Aberdeen Central High School, we hope to 
produce more content for the channel. We want that 
content to be helpful for people in the community. 
Therefore, the city provided money for a variety of 
products that should help students produce more 
content. Using the funds set aside for the channel, 
the city provided money for a set that will be housed 
in a studio at the high school. With a set, students 
can quickly record and edit school and community 
leaders who want to deliver important messages to 
the community. Those recorded messages would 
then run on the channel. Furthermore, students will use the set to 
record Eagle Zone. The city also provided money for the school 
to purchase equipment (cameras, microphones, lights, etc.). 
That equipment makes it easier for students to venture into the 
community and cover community news.

Some of the new equipment has arrived at the school, and 
students have already been using those tools to gather and share 
news with the community. The new set should arrive before the 
end of the school year, but we do not have a firm deadline for 
its installation.  

NEW TV STUDIO SET AT ABERDEEN CENTRAL

R E M E M B E R  W H E N . . .

Kiss Cookies
The monster cookie 

recipe in the fall Blue & 
Gold sparked discussion 
and memories of 
another famous 
cookie at CHS – the 
Kiss Cookie!  A large 
chocolate chip cookie 
with Nestle chocolate 
pieces, the texture of 
the cookie was on the 
granular side, and often 
served in a brown and 
orange printed cookie 
bag.  

Susan Nash, Director 
of Food Services tells 
the Blue & Gold, “The 
Kiss Cookie, was a 
Rich’s brand product 
the contained Nestle chocolate pieces.  To my knowledge they 
quit producing these about the time USDA introduced the Smart 
Snack Regulations to the Food Service Program around 2014.  
We used to purchase them by the case - 192 cookies per case, 
came in the form of ‘dough plugs.’ CHS students consumed a 
minimum of 10 cases per week.”

Kitchen tested!  My sister-in-law 
made the monster cookie recipe from 

the last issue and the whole Sharp family 
enjoyed them!  YUM!  - Gretchen Sharp

The final rendering the of the Aberdeen Central studio from the set design company.

THE SHOW MUST GO ON
With COVID-19 regulations firmly in place, activities 

proceeded creatively and carefully during the 2020-21 school 
year.  A visual example of this was the December choral concert.  
Choir members and audience members were all masked and 
socially distanced in Golden Eagles Arena.  Despite challenges, 
directors found a safe way to end the concert with their 
traditional candle-lit “Peace on Earth/Silent Night.”
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STUDENT SUCCESS - NOVEMBER 2020 TO APRIL 2021

State Reflections Winners from SMS
Paige Ewalt - 6th grader; Award of Merit in 
Literature
Kaylie Grotjohn - 8th grader; Award of Merit in 
Visual Arts

2021 All-state Class AA Basketball team 
- Brooklyn Kusler, first team; Abby Kopecky, 
second team

2021 All-State Jazz Band – Judah Bobby – 
piano, Eli Fischer - bass, Lucas Galvin - drum 
set, Masyn Schutter – baritone saxophone, 
Jessemy Sharp – trumpet

St. Francis High School Virtual Show 
Choir Competition (There were 18 groups 
from 10 different states represented.)  Special 
Request won the Unisex Division and Eagle 
Express won the Large Group Division and 
were named Grand Champions of the event.  
Eagle Express also received best vocals and 
Hannah Gasperich and Rawley Moore were 
named Best Soloists.  

Mitchell Show Choir Classic 
Eagle Express - overall Grand Champions! 1st 
in Tier 1 class, Best Band, Best Vocals, Best 
Choreography, Best Soloist - Rawley Moore
Special Request - overall 3rd place! 1st in 
Unisex class

Golden Eagle Boys Basketball State AA 
Tournament Consolation Champions (5th 
place)
ESD Conference Champions 

Golden Eagle Girls Basketball State AA 
Tournament 7th place 
ESD Conference Champions (7-1 record)

Aberdeen Area Chamber of Commerce 
2021 STAR award (Students Taking Active 
Responsibility) -  
Holgate WEB (Welcome EveryBody).  The 
award is presented to a youth organization for 
their dedicated efforts in the community.

State AA Speech and Debate Tournament 
- Team Champions! (5th consecutive year and 
9 out of the last 10 years, the longest streak for 
any AA school in SD!)
 
Domestic Extemp - Jordan Phillips - STATE 
CHAMPION, Mady Fleckenstein- 4th 

Informative Speaking (First year as a state 
sanctioned event) - Alli Joerger - STATE 
CHAMPION, Olivia Johnson - Runner Up 

Foreign Extemp - Miles Pastian - 3rd 

Oratory - Jordan Phillips - Runner Up, Maggie 
Adams - 3rd 

Lincoln Douglas - Alli Joerger – 
Quarterfinalist, Hanna Anderson - Quarterfinalist

Public Forum Debate - Drake Van Steenwyk 
& Grant Aberle - Quarterfinalist 

Sioux Falls Roosevelt Virtual Show Choir 
Competition 
Middle School results:
Middle school outstanding soloists:  Josiah 
Grandpre from Holgate Middle School and 
Kianna Erickson from Simmons Middle School.
Simmons Singers: 2nd place 
High School results:
Special Request: 1st place in Unisex Division
Eagle Express: 1st place in Large School Open 
Division; Best Vocals; Best Band; Outstanding 
Soloist: Rawley Moore and overall Grand 
Champions!

2021 State AA Wrestling Tournament  
Boys Team
106 – Rayden Zens – 3rd Place
113 – Mason Schrempp – 6th Place
126 – Brock Martin – 4th Place
170 – Sam Calvert – 5th Place

Girls Team
Madyson Gillen – 4th Place
Ally Brunmaier – 7th Place
Melina Frank – 3rd Place
Clare Moe – 8th Place
Morgan Woolsey – 5th Place
Madison Holmes – 5th Place

2021 All-ESD Boys Wrestling Team - 
Rayden Zens 

2021 All-ESD Girls Wrestling Team - 
Morgan Woosley

Holgate MathCounts Chapter 
Competition
Team - Athena Johnson, Sam Franks, Reese 
Comstock and Eli Bruns
Congratulations to Reese on advancing to the 
Chapter Invitational.
State MathCounts Qualifier – Reese Comstock
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STUDENT SUCCESS - NOVEMBER 2020 TO APRIL 2021

Holgate Middle School 
Wrestlers competed in 
the State Tournament 
Aberdeen Central placed 15 
kids in the top eight and had 
5 individual state champions! 
Congratulations to Holgate’s 
Esten Foss, who won the 75 
pound State Championship 
and Cordel Rychlik who 
won the 145 pound State 
Championship!

National Speech and 
Debate Tournament 
qualifiers from Aberdeen 
Central: 
Dramatic Interp - Sadie Raap  
Public Forum National 
Qualifiers - Drake Van 
Steenwyk & Grant Aberle, 
Fiala Herceg & Mady 
Fleckenstein, Abiah George & 
Sami Hegge  
Lincoln Douglas Debate 
National Qualifiers - Sadie 
Bengs  

Oratory Qualifiers - Jordan Phillips, Maggie Adams  
Informative Speaking - Olivia Johnson, Alli Joerger, Hanna 
Anderson  
Domestic Extemp - Dustin Hermansen   
Foreign Extemp - Miles Pastian, Devin Weber  

Student Congress -  
Qualifying in the House: Zoe Rystrom, Lily Williams 
Qualifying in the Senate: Breanna Wollman (she becomes only the 
4th CHS competitor to qualify as a freshman)

American Legion Oratory Contest Champion ($6,000 
Scholarship) Fiala Herceg 

State PTA Reflections Winners 
Madeline Lovrien, Camryn Albrecht, Nicholas White - Mike Miller 
Elementary School 
Amelia Bossert - Simmons Elementary School
Genevieve Golz - C. C. Lee Elementary School

2021 All State Band:
Masyn Schutter - bari sax, Drake VanSteenwyk – horn, Jessemy 
Sharp – trumpet, Katelyn Rickrode – clarinet, Bethany Severson – 
euphonium, Ashton Ormand – tuba

SDHSAA Class AA One-Act Play Festival - Superior Play! 
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown
Superior Individual Performance Awards (all six lead actors)
Eric Jacobsen as Charlie Brown, Helen Murray as Lucy Van Pelt, 
Rawley Moore as Linus Van Pelt, Alice Vogel as Sally Brown, 
Brayden Rehder as Schroeder, Alex Snell as Snoopy

Superior Ensemble Award - The Peanuts Gang (all the 
remaining actors)
Hannah Gasperich, Julia Orr, Kayleen Hermans, Jacob Usselman, 
Brady Metzinger, Ava Rott, Cat Scott, Jackson Rott, Sadie Raap, 
and Sam Pharris.
Tech Crew (at State)
Student Director - Cain Ingram, Running Crew - Emily Speer, 
Skylar Pike, Blake Oschner, and Nate Johnson.  

Middle School All-State Band – Holgate: Anna Ahlberg 
– French horn; Simmons: Grady Anderson – trumpet, Katrina 
Holzkamm – trombone, Mason Ligon – trumpet, Isaiah Sharp – 
trombone

Middle School All-State Jazz Band – Holgate: Henry Aberle 
– bass; Simmons: Katrina Holzkamm – trombone, Mason Ligon – 
trumpet, Isaiah Sharp - trombone

Golden Eagle Volleyball team – 6th place at the State AA 
Volleyball Tournament

2020 All-ESD Volleyball squad - Hannah Keil and Brooklyn 
Kusler

2020 All-ESD 
Football Squad  
1st Team - Reece 
Burckhard – Offensive 
Line, Hunter Lemer – 
Defensive Back, Rawley 
Moore – Defensive Line
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SCHOOL UPDATES
The Mike Miller Elementary School 
Student Leadership Team sponsored the Great Kindness Challenge during the last week 
of January.  All students were encouraged to intentionally spread kindness through the 
school, their homes, and our community.  Kindness quotes were shared on the daily 
announcements and a variety of acts of kindness were displayed during the school day.  
Over 100 students at MME turned in their Great Kindness Challenge checklists at the end 
of the week.  
We also just finished a One School, One Book event during the month of March, where 
each student received a copy of the same chapter book (Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, 
and Other Scary Things) and then we had one chapter a night that families read together 
at home.  We held culminating activities on March 31 for all the students to participate in, 
as well as art projects, PE and Music lessons, and other activities throughout the month. 

May Overby Elementary School 
May Overby Elementary School purchased and sent home a copy of Roald Dahl’s James 
and the Giant Peach with every family for students in grades Kindergarten through Fifth 
Grade this past spring.  That’s roughly 350 books purchased and put into the hands of 
our students!  This activity was our 2021 literacy event which is hosted annually at May 
Overby.  The title of this year’s event was, We Succeed Together:  One School, One Book.  
The idea was to promote reading at home where families received the supplies, guidance, 
and support to read and discuss a book.  Research shows that students who are read 
to at home become better readers.  We strive to promote literacy in the homes of all our 
students.  
Traditionally, families would be invited into our building for our literacy event, but due to the 
restrictions the pandemic has brought, new ways to connect with families were thought of 
to present this event.  First, Zoom was used to present the activity to students at school so 
they would know about the event and its expectations.  Then, supplies were sent home with 
each family.  Finally, the app Seesaw was used to send videos, assignments, and ideas out 
to families as they read the book.  These technology aids kept all students, families, and 
teachers connected and on the same page throughout the duration of the event.
Parents were so appreciative to receive a copy of James and the Giant Peach and read the 
story together with their children with the guidance and support that was provided.  Some 
of the comments that parents made were:  “This is amazing,”  “Thank you for doing this,”  
“What a fun idea,”  “We enjoyed reading the book together and answering the questions.”  
Once our event was officially over, some teachers chose to read the book as a read aloud 
to their classes and commented how fun it was to see the students get excited when they 
knew a certain part of the story was coming up because they had already read the book 
at home.  Students could be heard having conversations about the story events in their 
classrooms, in the hallways, at lunch, and even out at recess!  
James and the Giant Peach activities were created in every area of May Overby to help 
build excitement leading up to the literacy event.   Teachers in the classrooms, in art class, 
in the maker space room, in the library, and even the guidance counselor were helping to 
promote We Succeed Together:  One School, One Book.  It was truly a school wide and 
family project to promote a community of readers at May Overby!

C. C. Lee Elementary School
Over the past year, the World has seen many changes.  That has not stopped C.C. Lee 
Elementary from continuing to offer another resource for our student learners.  We 
experience many different kinds of learners and needed something for all our kids to use to 
find balance. Our counselor (Ms. Nielson) and PE teacher (Mrs. Katie Hansen) did research 
on a sensory path.  The sensory path is a guided exercise routine.  It is located in the 
auxiliary gym.  It has an outdoor theme but is a great option for the entire class (socially 
distanced of course) to get rid of a little extra energy.  The exercises may include hopping, 
spinning, squatting, lunging, and clapping. It helps the students individually or as a group 
reset, find balance in a busy day at C.C. Lee.  

MME

MO

CCL

CCL



15HOW CAN I HELP? Contact the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation at 605-725-7118 or Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us

SCHOOL UPDATES
O. M. Tiffany Elementary School
Art Mural - Student Council members are sorting bottle caps by color for an art mural creation 
that will be a joint project with Student Council members, Ms. Vetch and Mrs. Kessler.

Simmons Elementary School
We took part in One School, One Book. The book our Title program chose was We Don’t Eat 
Our Classmates by Ryan T. Higgins. Every teacher planned activities around the story. Fifth 
grade students read the story to the kindergarten through fourth grade students. In addition, 
the fifth graders developed questions to ask the younger students about the story. Students 
also worked on a mini mural in art class (see photo). The entire school enjoyed this book, 
every student received a copy of the book.

Lincoln Elementary School
Lincoln fifth grade music students practice their percussion skills as they learn to accompany 
a recorded song with musical instruments.  They are using five-gallon buckets, PVC rhythm 
sticks, wood blocks and temple blocks to accompany the song I Feel Good, by James Brown. 
Mr. Wilson, Lincoln’s music teacher, made the PVC rhythm sticks with materials purchased 
as a result of a monetary gift from the Lincoln PTA. 

Holgate Middle School 
Essay Contest
Every January, our seventh grade language arts students compete in the Golden Eagle 
Awards. Students write a persuasive essay nominating a person for this honor, which is given 
to someone who has positively impacted society. Their essays are presented to the class, 
and then voted on by their peers. This year’s winners are shown below! Congratulations to 
all who participated and especially our top finishers!
Most Persuasive Essay - Tara Jacobs
1st Place - Rayven Dutenhoffer, Samuel Schultz, Delanie Casanova
Class Winners:
Olivia Spjut, Deqa Suleiman, Aiden Barrus, Dax Chipman, Sophia Blanchard and Emma Bell
Tara Jacobs, Esten Foss Ridley Waldo and Emily Tullar
Addison Miller, Katelyn Rombs, Morgan Smith, Grayson Rehder, Greyson Noeldner, and 
Josiah Grandpre

Snazzy Sneakers
After reading paired texts about the obsession with sneakers and a designer of sneakers, 
the 7th grade Language Arts students created their own Snazzy Sneaker. In addition, they 
wrote a piece of text advertising their special shoe and/or who would endorse the sneaker 
and why.

Simmons Middle School
Youth Power is a drug free organization open to 6th-8th graders at SMS.  Its purpose is to 
provide activities of interest, which are drug free and held in a safe environment.  Some of the 
activities include game nights, roller skating, movie nights, visiting the Humane Society, and 
attending the high school sporting events. The organization contributes to the community, 
as well as our own student population and school. A trip to Valley Fair is the culminating 
activity of the school year.
This year around Christmas, their  “Fleece Navidad” project benefited patients at Avera 
Cancer Center.  Youth Power members earned points by making fleece tie blankets or 
purchasing fleece for a blanket.  Students made 15 blankets and because of COVID 
restrictions, they will be distributed to patients this fall.  “We had a great bunch of girls that 
would come in and work hard making them after school,” said Youth Power Advisor, Kris 
McCafferty.

OMT

SE

LE

SMS

SMS

SMS
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EAGLE PRIDE PARTNERS:
Distinguished Partner ($25,000+)
Sanford Health *

Anchor Partner ($10,000 to 
$24,999)

Dacotah Bank *

Founding Partner ($4,000 to 
$9,999)

Geffdog Design and Apparel *
Huff Construction, Inc. *
Insurance Plus *
Plains Commerce Bank *

Premier Partner ($1,000 to $3,999)
American News *
DSS Image Apparel *
Hardin’s Photography *
Harr Motors *
Midcontinent Communications *
Northern Valley Communications *
Quality Quick Print/Midstates Printing *
VanLaecken Orthodontics *

Eagle Partner ($500 to $999)
Dr. Becky Guffin
Jeff & Cindy Sudlow
L. Thomas Shanley
Lael Kellett
Paul Bellin
Roger Baird
Wayne Sayler

Gold Star ($250 to $499)
Beverly Coulter
Marni Lamont
Ryan Goodman
Troy McKibben

Blue Star ($100 to $249)
Bonnie Wheaton
Cheryl Lorenz
Dr. Carlyle Larson
Eileen Hodson
Fred Cowley
Gerald Jasmer
Gretchen Sharp
James Hagen
John Ridgway
Linda Faas
Sandy Weins-Kersten

Contributor ($50 to $99)
Burt Elliott
Char Akkerman

Connie Getty
Doris Graeber
Ellen Premack
James Johnson
Jason Uttermark
Margaret Fjeldheim
Nancy Hartung
Rob & Sara Wylie
W. Myrl Mahaney
William Bowen

Friend ($1 to $49)
Amanda Mayer
Amber Frericks
Angel Samson
Annie Falk
Barb Nygaard
Bill Martens
Brenda Heinert
Brennan Goehring
Brianne Bendewald
Camille Kaul

Christen Salfrank
David Haugen
Elissa Allen
Elizabeth Schiferl
Ericka Doxsee
Greg Murley
Jacque DePlanty
Jalynn Karlen
James Buechler
Jane Perman
Jerry Maier
Kelli Meister
Kim Aman
Lisa McNeely
Margie Moore
Marty Mortenson
Mikaela Waiflein
Miranda Howard
Nicole Schutter
Rachel Hoops
Renae Rausch
Sadie Bossert

CONTRIBUTIONS
Thank you! We gratefully acknowledge the generous gifts made by the friends of the Aberdeen 
Public Schools Foundation from October 2020 through April 2021.

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of the donor and volunteer lists.  If your name has been omitted 
or misspelled, please accept our apologies and notify the Foundation of corrections by calling 605-725-7118. 

HOMETOWN PRIDE

UniversityofAberdeenSD.com

USE COUPON CODE 
ABRMAG15

SPECIAL OFFER

SHOW YOUR

NEW, COLLEGIATE-INSPIRED APPAREL 
PRODUCED RIGHT HERE IN ABERDEEN.

Thank
You
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Shannon Knuppe
Sheila Malsam
Tammy Gardner
Teresa Deuter
Tom Janish

* Annual donors recognized in both 
newsletters

ENDOWMENTS & RESTRICTED 
GIFTS

Aberdeen Public Schools 
Athletic Booster Scholarship 
Endowment

Aberdeen Public Schools Athletic 
Booster Club

Alumni Room 
Dave & Mary Ann Shaw
Doris Graber

Blue & Gold Alumni Newsletter
Gerald Maier

Buy a Brick 
Mrs. Ketterling’s Super Study 2020

CHS Boys and Girls Track 
Teams

Dave & Mary Ann Shaw

CHS Hall of Fame Scholarship 
Endowment

Arliss Alberts
Arnold Krueger
Catherine  Jones Davies
Conald & Judy Burgard
Dan  Hoke
Debra Sowell
Doris  Graeber
Doug Phillips
In memory of Fred Schiemsing by Don 

Gray
In memory of Gene Reich and 

deceased classmates of 1968 by 
Claudia Kapp

In memory of Gene Reich by Jennifer 
Porisch

In memory of Gene Reich by Quentin 
Wangler

In memory of Glenna Fouberg by Lynn 
Hanson

In memory of Keith Rozendal ‘50 by 
John Papowski

Jim and Barb Haar
Jane Palmquist

Jennifer Porisch
Jim and Vicki Lust
Mary Amacher
Mary Jo Kelly
Mary Sanderson
Mitta Angell
Stan Opp

Stephanie Popelar
Steve Grieben
The Robb and Pamela White Family 

Foundation Fund, a Donor Advised 
Fund with The Signatry

Tom Malchow
Wally Johnson

CHS Music and Fine Arts 
Jeremy Schutter
Jodi Carlsgaard
Kristi Vensand-Hall
Robb Erickson

CHS Vocal Department
Cathleen and William Britton

Class of 1949 Rising Scholars 
Endowment 

In memory of Bruce Baillie, Gordon 
Campbell, Joyce (Henschel) 
Engelhart, Bill Hedblom, Evelyn 
(Larson) Kelley, Una (Hoffman) 
Milstead, Anne (Williams) Wilson by 
Dr. Carlyle Larson

In memory of Evelyn Larson Kelley by 
Arliss Alberts

In memory of Rita Weigel Nevill by 
Arliss Alberts

In memory of Rita Weigel Nevill by Pat 
& Elton Fors

In memory of Una Huffman Milstead 
and Joanne Christensen Ablin by 
Arliss Alberts

In memory of Una Huffman Milstead 
by Marilyn Halvorson

In memory of Una Huffman Milstead 
by Pat & Elton Fors

Class of 1974 Endowment
Cindy Herr
Corey & Todd Olson
In honor of Betty Werth’s 100th 

birthday by Judy Josephson
In memory of Claire Taylor-Sherman 

‘72 and Allen Gates ‘54 by Brad 
Olson

In memory of Jerry Van Dover by Brad 
Olson

In memory of Jerry Van Dover by 
James  & Cindy Schumacher

In memory of Jerry Van Dover by 
Patricia Arneson

In memory of Jerry Van Dover by 
Robert Anderson

In memory of Jerry Van Dover Judy & 
Keith Josephson

Kathy Shad
Mike Ell
Nancy Larsen
Tom & Janet Mehlhoff

Dave & Mary Ann Shaw Track 
Scholarship

Dave & Mary Ann Shaw

Dean Kranhold Memorial 
Endowment

Char Akkerman
David & Stacey Hurrell

Don & Rosemary Reshetar 
Memorial Endowment

Cheryl Lorenz
Steve Grieben

Foundation Grant Programs
Aaron Schultz
Dr. Ken and Diane Meier - for 

academic programs

Fulton Joseph “Jeff” Lickfelt ‘60 
Memorial Endowment

Susan Burgard

Jeanette Hurrell Memorial 
Endowment

Clark and Kelley Hurrell
David and Stacey Hurrell
In honor of Glenna Fouberg by Bill 

Hurrell
In honor of Jim Sperry by Bill Hurrell
Mark & Jeanette Hahler

Jerry Slaby “In pursuit of a law 
career” Scholarship

Jerry Slaby

Kurt Kruger Memorial 
Endowment

Chris and Kim Kruger

Larry H. Lovrien Memorial 
Endowment & Scholarship

Brad and April Lovrien
Char Akkerman
Julie Lovrien
Marshall and Shelley Lovrien
Michael and Katelynn (Lovrien) 

Schubeck

Lynn Hanson Endowment
Doris Graeber
John Hanley
Family and Friends of Lynn Hanson

Professor Virginia Dixon, Class 
of 1963, Endowment

In memory of Carol Ann Hosmer by Dr. 
Virginia Dixon

In memory of Glenna Fouberg by Dr. 
Virginia Dixon

Kay Dixon

Sally J. Couser Memorial 
Endowment

David Liem
Dr. Robert Couser

Speech & Debate Endowment
Colleen Murley
Debra Sowell
In memory of Tom Kelly by David and 

Stacey Hurrell
Jenny  Hawk-Heirigs
Kerry Konda
Lisa Kattan
Reid & Jean Holkesvik

Vern Jark Memorial Endowment
Jennifer Porisch
Jessica Norman
Keith Kusler
Rob & Sara Wylie
Tony & Jamie Portra

IN HONOR / IN MEMORY
In honor of Jon and Holly Reich by 

Eldon and Donna Reich
In honor of Paul and Heidi Click by 

Eldon and Donna Reich
In loving memory of Verne Hutchison 

by Peg Hutchison
In memory of Allen Gates by Carol and 

Brad Johnson
In memory of Allen Gates by Friends 

of SD Public Broadcasting
In memory of Allen Gates by Ryan and 

Stacy Howlett
In memory of Allen Gates, for a Jupiter 

tuba for CHS by Allen’s family and 
friends

In memory of Brian L. Bauer by Elaine 
Bauer

In memory of Glenna Fouberg by Tom 
& Becky Malchow

In memory of John O’Keefe, Class of 
‘57 by Mel Klein

In memory of Keith Larson, Class of 
1953 by Arlo & Marilyn Hanson

IN KIND DONATIONS
Aberdeen Magazine - advertising
Corrie Sprinkel - clothing for students 

in need

For the Alumni Room
Jon-Erik Holm-Johansen - Blue & 

Gold, Simmons Flash, teachers’ 
directory, teacher’s contract, class 
rosters, handbooks, etc

Kristie Erickson - CHS sweater and 
sweatshirt, 1947 reunion books and 
photos from Hazel Schaunaman

Mary Amacher - Blue & Gold Alumni 
Newsletters, clippings and Hall of 
Fame programs

Joanna Goetz - CHS tennis jacket, 
letter and pins

Jean McDonald - programs from 
music concerts, graduation, pageant 
day, football games from ‘48-’50, 2 
reunion group photos

CONTRIBUTIONS
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* The Aberdeen 
Public Schools 
Athletic Boosters 
Athlete of the Year 
Scholarships are 
awarded to CHS seniors 
showing significant 
athletic achievement 
and character.  The 
scholarships are funded 
by the APS Athletic 
Booster Scholarship 
Endowment. This year’s recipients are Daniel 
Street and Melanie Jacobs.

The CHS Class of ’65 Scholarship is 
awarded to a CHS senior showing significant 
academic improvement 
and excelling in the arts/
music, business/law, 
language/literature/ 
technical fields, or math/
science.  This year’s 
recipient is Kalub 
Stewart.

The CHS Hall of Fame Scholarship is 
awarded to a student who has demonstrated 
leadership skills, excelled academically, 
participated in both athletic and fine arts 
activities, and has shown 
involvement in civic or 
community groups/
events.   The scholarship 
is funded by the Hall 
of Fame Endowment 
and in memory of Keith 
Rozendal and others.  
This year’s recipient is Alli Joerger.

The Charlotte Wilson Clarke Memorial 
Scholarship is awarded 
to a CHS senior pursuing 
a post-secondary degree 
in Family and Consumer 
Sciences or Education.  
The scholarship is 
funded by an endowment 
established by Charlotte’s 
husband, Dr. Lester Clarke.  This year’s 
recipient is Elizabeth Brakefield.

The Sally J. Couser 
Memorial Scholarship 
is awarded to CHS 
seniors who have 
made a commitment 
toward community 
service and attaining 
a higher education in 
health-related fields.  
These students show 
determination for 
classroom academic 
achievement, financial 
need, and involvement 
in community and 
school activities.  The 
scholarship is funded 
by an endowment established by Dr. Robert 
Couser.  This year’s recipients are Makenzie 
Hofer, Alli Joerger and Regan Tollefson.

The Professor Virginia Dixon (Class of 
’63) Scholarship is awarded to female CHS 
seniors with challenging 
family circumstances 
requiring them to work 
to help support their 
family, or individuals with 
significant care-taking 
duties of family members.  
This year’s recipient is 
Glendy Lorenzo-Sandoval.

The Lynn Hanson 
Scholarship is awarded 
to a special young 
woman who uses positive 
energy in Academics/
Athletics to influence 
others to challenge 
their expectations outside of school.  She 
participates and encourages other young 
women to be successful 
role models.  This 
year’s recipient is Abby 
Kopecky.

The Jeanette Hurrell 
Memorial Scholarship 
is awarded to two CHS 
seniors pursuing 4-year 
degrees in Nursing.  
The scholarships are 
funded by an endowment 

established by Jeanette’s husband, William 
Hurrell. This year’s recipients are Brianne 
Barstad and Alexandra Day.

The Vern Jark Memorial Scholarship is 
awarded to a CHS senior showing excellence 
in athletics, character, 
teamwork, and leadership, 
and who strives for 
classroom achievements.  
This scholarship is 
funded by an endowment 
established by the friends 
and family of Vern Jark.  
This year’s recipient is Abby Kopecky.

The Johnsen-Herschleb Scholarship 
is awarded to CHS seniors and/or alumni 
pursuing degrees in business or fine arts, 
and who demonstrate financial need.  This 
scholarship is funded by 
an endowment established 
by the Johnsen-Herschleb 
family.  This year’s 
recipients are  Hailey 
Sharp, Gabriella Siefkes, 
Emma Yeske and Jenna 

Zantow. 

The Dean Kranhold Memorial Scholarship 
is awarded to a CHS 
senior active in their 
school and community.  
This scholarship is 
funded by an endowment 
established by the friends 
and family of Dean 
Kranhold.  This year’s 
recipient is Jordan Hermansen.

The Kurt Kruger 
Scholarship is awarded 
to a CHS senior majoring 
in education and 
demonstrating excellent 
character, a passion for 

2021 CHs Scholarships awarded through  
the Aberdeen public SCHOOLS foundation
The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation is proud to offer the following scholarships totaling over $47,000 to our 
students through the generosity of our alumni and friends.  Congratulations to this year’s recipients!  
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community service, academic excellence, and 
involvement in school activities.  This year’s 
recipient is Elizabeth Brakefield.

The Kyburz-Carlson Building /
Construction Trades Scholarship is 
awarded to a CHS 
senior pursuing a post-
secondary degree in 
Building/Construction 
Trades.  The scholarship is 
funded by an endowment 
established by the Kyburz-
Carlson Construction Company. This year’s 
recipient is Lincoln Wilkinson.

The Larry H. Lovrien Memorial 
Scholarship is awarded to 
a CHS senior boys’ soccer 
player of high character and 
community involvement.  
This scholarship is 
funded by an endowment 
established by the family 
and friends of Larry Lovrien.  
This year’s recipient is Dawson Carda.

The Mike Miller “Committed to the 
Community” scholarship is awarded to a 
CHS senior showing 
exemplary volunteerism 
and commitment to his/
her community.  The 
scholarship is funded 
by an endowment 
established in Mike 

Miller’s honor.  This year’s recipient is Jordan 
Hermansen.

The Don and Rosemary Reshetar 
Memorial Scholarship 
is awarded to a CHS 
senior showing excellence 
in athletics, character, 
teamwork, and leadership, 
and who strives for 
classroom achievements.  
This year’s recipient is 
Braydon Jones.

The Sanford Health Scholarships are 
awarded to CHS seniors pursuing healthcare-
related degrees from post-secondary 
schools located in ND, SD or MN; and who 
show determination for 
classroom academic 
achievement and 
involvement in school 
activities.  This year’s 
recipients are Megan 
Fastenau, Jordan 
Hermansen, Makenzie 
Hofer, Alli Joerger and 
Brooklyn Kusler. 

The Dave & Mary 
Ann Shaw Track 
Scholarship is awarded 
to a CHS senior of high 
character that enjoys and 
excels in running events.  
This year’s recipients are 
Melanie Jacobs and Zoe 
Douglas. 

* The Jerry Slaby “In 
pursuit of a law career” 
Scholarship is awarded 
to a CHS senior interested 
in becoming a lawyer.  
This year’s recipient is 
Mercedes Bengs.

The Visual Arts 
Scholarship is awarded 
to a CHS senior pursuing 
a post-secondary degree 
in Art, Graphic Design, 
Structural or Construction 
Engineering, Interior 
Design or Architecture.  
The scholarship is 
funded by an endowment 
established by John Wald.  This year’s 
recipient is Brandon Kreber.

* New Foundation Scholarships in 2021!

If you would like to contribute toward any of the 
endowments that fund these scholarships, please indicate 
your preference on the contribution form on the last page 
of the newsletter.

What is Planned Giving?
Planned giving is a method through which you can leave 

a lasting gift to the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation.  
Planned giving involves thoughtful preparation and planning, 
usually requires professional advice, and can apply to all forms 
of gifts.  Gifts may either be “current” gifts [cash, stock, land] 
or “future” [life insurance, will and trust bequests, charitable 
remainder trusts].  

Planned gifts provide creative and flexible solutions as you 
pursue your charitable and financial goals.  Planned gifts are 
typically designed to benefit your family first, and charities 
second.  Here are some of the benefits of planned giving: 
•  Gratifies human need for enjoyment of giving
• Encourages estate planning
•  Makes a larger gift possible, than if making one outright
• Creates a permanent memorial
•  Makes a gift with retention of income
•  Provides income for self and/or beneficiaries
• Assets managed at low or no cost
•  Income, estate, and capital gains tax savings

One of the greatest benefits is knowing that you are supporting 
our community and our school system while establishing a 
legacy for future generations.

Your planned gift to the Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation can fund:
 • Academic achievement
 • Support for struggling students
 • Music and the arts
 • Basic student needs
 • Professional development
 • Special needs programs
 • Donor directed endowments
 • … and more!

For more information, contact Gretchen Sharp at the APS 
Foundation office Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us or 605-725-
7118.

To maximize your wealth transfer and tax benefit, we suggest 
seeking advice from professional advisors including attorneys, 
CPAs, financial planners and trust officers.
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Aberdeen Public
Schools Foundation, Inc.

1224 3rd Street South
Aberdeen, SD 57401

Phone: 605-725-7118
Fax: 605-725-7198

Email: Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us

Visit us online at:
www.AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundation.org

or like/follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundationInc

Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation:

Promoting excellence in education by 
forging a partnership among the schools, 

community, and alumni.

Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, Inc. | FOREVER BLUE & GOLD
T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T !

Please accept my gift of $ _________________________ to support excellence in education, foster enthusiasm in the classroom, and 
rekindle the joy of  learning for Aberdeen Public School Students.

Make checks payable to the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, Inc. and send to 1224 S. 3rd St,  
Aberdeen, SD  57401   OR     donate online at www.AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundation.org 

The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. 
Your gift is tax deductible to the extent the law allows.  Consult your tax advisor.

If you or your spouse are employed by or retired from a company with a matching gift program, you may be able to double or triple the 
amount of your gift.  Please contact your HR department for details on how your company may become FOREVER BLUE & GOLD.

Name: ______________________________________________ Graduation Year: ______________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Emial: _______________________________________________ Phone: ______________________________________________________

 � Distinguished Partner $25,000 +
 � Anchor Partner $10,000 - $24,999
 � Founding Partner $4,000 - $9,999
 � Premier Partner $1,000 -$3,999
 � Eagle $500 - $999
 � Gold Star $250 - $499

 � Blue Star $100 - $249
 � Contributor $50 - $99
 � Friend $1 - $49
 � Blue & Gold Alumni Newsletter
 � In Memory of _____________________________________
 � Other ___________________________________________

 � Please take note of my new contact information
 � Please add me to the email newsletter list
 � Please send information about including the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation in my estate or investment plans.   
 � I have included the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation in my estate planning.


