
Just Playing

When I'm building in the block room,

Please don't say I'm "Just Playing."

For, you see, I'm learning as I play;

About balance and shapes.

When I'm getting all dressed up,

Setting the table, caring for the

babies,

Don't get the idea I'm "Just Playing."

For, you see, I'm learning as I play;

I may be a mother or a father

someday.

When you see me up to my elbows in

paint,

Or standing at an easel, or molding

and shaping clay,

Please don't let me hear you say,

"He is Just Playing."

For, you see, I'm learning as I play.

I'm expressing myself and being

creative.

I may be an artist or an inventor

someday.

When you see me sitting in a chair

"Reading" to an imaginary audience,

Please don't laugh and

think I'm "Just Playing."

For, you see, I'm learning as I play.

I may be a teacher someday.

When you see me combing

the bushes for bugs,

Or packing my pockets with

choice things I find,

Don't pass it off as "Just Play."

For, you see, I'm learning as I play.

I may be a teacher someday.

When you see me combing

the bushes for bugs,

Or packing my pockets with

choice things I find,

Don't pass it off as "Just Play."

For, you see, I'm learning as I play.

I'm learning to solve

problems and concentrate.

I may be in business someday.

When you see me cooking or tasting

foods,

Please don't think that because

I enjoy it, it is "Just Play."

I'm learning to follow directions

and see differences.

I may be a chef someday.

When you see me learning to skip,

hop, run, and move my body,

Please don't say I'm "Just Playing."

For, you see, I'm learning as I play.

I'm learning how my body works.

I may be a doctor, nurse

or athlete someday.

When you ask me what

I've done at school today,

And I say, "I Just Played."

Please don't misunderstand me.

For, you see, I'm learning as I play.

I'm learning to enjoy and

be successful in my work.

I'm preparing for tomorrow.

Today, I'm a child and my work is

play.

-Author Unknown
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We want to ensure that your child has all of their needs met.  If a child has

any food allergies or special dietary needs or restrictions, we ask that the

parent inform the teacher immediately.

Medication will be administered to students during regular school hours only

if it is required to enable a student to attend classes. The school district will

not purchase, prescribe, or provide any medication (including cough drops) to

any student. Parents who wish students to receive medication should make

provisions with the teacher according to district regulations.

When a student is required to take medication, the following regulations must

be followed:

1) The district medication authorization form must be completed, including

the name of the drug, dosage, and time interval the medication is to be given;

and written parent permission.

2) The parent or legal guardian is responsible for the safe transport of

medication to school.   The medication must be sent in the original or

pharmacy container appropriately labeled with the student’s name, date

prescribed, name of medication, dosage and time medication is to be given.

3) The medication will be administered by a designated staff person who has

demonstrated competency and been trained in giving medication.

4) A written record is to be kept of all medications given.

5) Medication must be securely stored.

http://www.emknights.org


School Clothes and Supplies

Sturdy shoes and play clothes enable your child to participate freely in all

preschool activities. Let your child wear clothes he/she can easily manage for

the bathroom. Avoid dressing your child in “best” clothes in case of spills and

messy activities. The children are here to “learn by doing” and cannot do this

if pressures are placed on them to stay neat and tidy at all times. Most styles

of sandals, flip flops, slick soled shoes, jellies, and boots are not as safe or as

adaptable to the preschool’s equipment and activities. The optimum shoe

choice is sneakers.

Please mark sweaters, jackets, coats, mittens, hats, etc, with your child’s full

name so we can get the proper clothing home with the right child.

Please send an extra change of clothing to be left at school in case of accidents

of one kind or another.  Please include:  socks, underwear, and any other

supplies needed at school to accommodate your child’s needs. Remember to

consider the weather when providing clothing.  Clothing will be sent home

quarterly to adjust for seasonal changes.

Please send a backpack or bag to school every day for your child to transport

his/her papers and other possessions. Good communication between school

and home is necessary to foster children’s development. Parents are

encouraged to let teachers know significant events or information that may

affect the child’s mood or behavior that day. Also, teachers will send notes

home as needed, so please check your child’s backpack each day.

The Elmwood-Murdock Public Schools would like to welcome you and your

child to our early childhood program.  This handbook serves as a

communication tool to address our policies and goals.

As your child begins his/her preschool experience with us, we are hopeful that

it will be a positive and rewarding experience that will enable your child to

master new skills and the world around them. We strive to provide an

atmosphere where each child will develop skills at his/her own rate.

We are committed to a philosophy that meets each child where he/she is in

his/her development. We acknowledge you, the parent, as the child’s first and

most significant teacher and will continue to build on the educational

foundation that you established at home.

Our goal is to nurture the growth of the whole child by providing an

atmosphere that fosters cognitive, social, emotional, physical, and speech and

language development.  All of those goals are supported by

Elmwood-Murdock’s mission statement, “Empowering all students to

achieve success.”

It is important to build collaborative, supportive relationships with families.

We are pleased to have you and your child become part of our program, and

look forward to the “growing time ” we will experience together.

The Preschool Staff

The Early Childhood Program of the Elmwood-Murdock Public

Schools are designed to help each child grow and develop at his/her own

individual pace.

The program provides each child with developmentally

appropriate experiences.

The program supports you, as the parent or guardian, by involving you in

your child’s education at school and at home.

We are pleased to have your child and you in the program! This handbook

has been prepared to answer some common questions asked by

parents/guardians.



SESSIONS AND ATTENDANCE

Morning Sessions will be from 8:10-11:00 a.m.

Afternoon Sessions will be from 11:45-3:20 p.m. The afternoon session will

include lunch that will be at an additional cost to the parent.  Unless the

student qualifies for free or reduced lunch.  Free and Reduced applications

are sent out at the start of each school year.

The Preschool calendar will follow the Elmwood-Murdock Public Schools’

calendar.   The Preschool will not be in session on a few Fridays each month

for staff development.  Dates will be provided to the parents in the welcome

letter that will be mailed home prior to each school year and a reminder

calendar will be sent home monthly.

Regular attendance is a critical component of the success of any

program. It will be beneficial for your child to attend daily. When

incidents do occur when your child will be absent, please, contact

the elementary school at 402-994-2125.

TRANSPORTATION/DISMISSAL

It will be the responsibility of the parents to transport their child to and from

school.

Promptness in picking up your child is essential. The staff members

have other responsibilities after the children leave, please, do your part in

helping us stay on schedule. If you know you will not be able to get to school

to pick your child up on time, call the school to inform the staff.

A link for online applications for Preschool will be sent out in the spring of

each academic year.  All students are required to pay a non-refundable $25

registration fee to ensure a place for your child in the program.

Students who have a current IEP still need to pay registration fee as a

commitment for your son/daughter to attend the program. Registration is

not complete until the form has been completed and the fee has been turned

in to the elementary office.  Registration fees will only be accepted at

Elmwood-Murdock Public Schools.

Snow Days/Emergency Release

On occasion Elmwood-Murdock Public Schools will close due to

emergency circumstances or inclement weather conditions. Please

listen to your local television and/or radio stations for school

closings.

In an effort to have the most clear and

concise information, the district utilizes a

program called School Messenger.  This

program has the updated phone numbers of

all students in the district and will call you

with a message to inform you of any special

events or changes in the school calendar.   It

is important that if your contact information

changes to notify the school immediately.

If Elmwood-Murdock Public School has a late

start (including in-services), there will be no

morning session.

If Elmwood-Murdock Public School has an early out (including

in-services), there will be no afternoon session.

Birthdays

If students would like to bring in treats to

celebrate their birthday, the team requests

that the parent arrange that with the

classroom teacher a few days in advance.

Some students in our district do have food

allergies. All snacks and treats must

be unopened store bought items.



The support of your child’s education is one of the most effective ways of

ensuring positive growth and development.  Our early education program

embraces a strong family support.

We understand that every family has a different type of routine; so we offer a

variety of ways to support your child’s educational program.

Overall Support and Interest

Even if a family is not able to spend a lot of time volunteering for classroom

activities, the most effective way to be involved in your child’s education is by

showing interest in what your child is doing at school. Reviewing the

materials and weekly summary they bring home would be one way to initiate

a conversation and show your interest.

Parent-Teacher Conferences

The staff will schedule formal meetings to review your child’s progress. Less

formal ways of communicating (i.e., daily notes, emails, phone calls, home

visits, and family surveys) are just as important. Always feel free to contact

your child’s teacher. In this way, we can support your child together.

Home Visits

At the start of each school year, parents will be contacted to set up a home

visit.  At times, this has allowed staff to get to know students and their family

to ease the transition to Preschool.

Children have opportunities to learn and grow in many different

environments (home, preschool, daycare, community activities, etc.)  You

may find it helpful to talk with your teacher about how your child is doing in

all of their environments.  Our preschool staff is available to support you and

your child in school or wherever support is needed for your child to be

successful.

Classroom Visits

Parents are always welcome to visit the Preschool classroom.  However, it will

help with scheduling if you contact the classroom teacher to set up a time for

a visit.

Volunteering

Any way you are able to lend a hand is always appreciated. This can range

from classroom participation, to helping out in your own home (i.e., sending

recycled materials, etc.). Children love to contribute in any way from their

own home.

Before your child may attend the Pre-K program you must provide to the

school:

1) An official copy of the child’s state issued birth certificate. This is required

by legislation commonly known as the “Missing Children Identification Act”,

and the district will copy and return the original to the parent or guardian.

2) A photocopy of your child’s most recent wellness check from your doctor. A

form to bring from your doctor to the school district. If they do not have a

wellness check form, a physical form would meet this requirement.

3) A copy of your child’s immunization record. The Nebraska School

Immunization Rules and Regulations require the following immunizations

before attending classes:

4 doses DTP/TD vaccine

3 doses polio vaccine

3 doses of HIB vaccine or 1 dose given at or after 15 months of age

3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine

1 dose MMR vaccine at or after 12 months of age

1 dose of varicella (chicken pox)

4 doses of pneumococcal or 1 dose of pneumococcal on or after 15 months of

age

If you do not have a record of your child’s immunizations, you must either

obtain the record or your child will need to begin another series of

immunizations. Exceptions to the immunization requirement are made only if

a medical reason is documented by a physician, physician assistant or nurse

practitioner, or for valid religious objections.

4) You will also be required to fill out a Student Information Form, which

includes important information regarding who your child may be released to

in the event that different transportation arrangements must be made, or who

to contact in case there is an emergency in which the parents can not be

reached, and important medical information questions, etc.   This information

will help us in providing a safe and healthy environment for your child.  If

your information changes, please, contact the school to update the

information.

Thank you for assisting us in complying with state requirements by providing

this important information to us before your child begins school.  Please

contact the school if your information changes.



Tuition for the school year will begin in September. Tuition is due the first

school day of each month.  Your prompt payment is most appreciated!

Tuition for the 2021-2022 school year is as followed:

A.M. Session:  $110 a month

P.M. Session:  $160 a month

If you are having difficulty making a tuition payment, it is IMPORTANT to

contact the business manager at the Murdock site at 402-867-2341 to make

arrangements for late payment.

If payment is not received by the 15
th

of the month a letter will be sent

regarding the past due tuition.  You will have one week to pay the tuition.  If it

is not received, your son/daughter will not be allowed to attend classes at the

start of the next month until tuition is current. As always, we understand that

things occur and are more than willing to work with you if situations occur.

The PM Preschool Class is scheduled to eat lunch through the school lunch

program. Lunch payment needs to be separate from the Preschool tuition.

Students do have the option of bringing a healthy sack lunch from home.

Please speak with the elementary secretary or an administrator if you would

like an application to see if your family would qualify for free or reduced lunch

to determine if your tuition may be reduced and/or waived.

Behavior Management

Our classroom is a small community where teamwork and good relationships

are expected.  We will spend time learning classroom procedures and

practicing them.  Each student is asked to act within our standards of

behavior.

The Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early

Learning (CSEFEL) is focused on promoting the social emotional

development and school readiness of young children birth to age 5. CSEFEL is

a national resource center funded by the Office of Head Start and Child Care

Bureau for disseminating research and evidence-based practices to early

childhood programs across the country.  This process will be used through the

Teaching Pyramids model.  This process supports Elmwood-Murdock’s

Positive Behavior System (PBS).

The staff will give children clear, consistent reasons for developmentally

appropriate behaviors.

The teachers will:

★ Provide positive feedback to assist with redirecting of specific

behaviors.

★ Provide activities to enhance positive social/emotional, physical,

cognitive, and language development.

★ Establish and maintain predictable and consistent routines.

★ Have classroom rules, limits, and expectations.

★ Provide a safe, secure, and nurturing learning environment.

★ Help children learn appropriate problem solving skills.

★ Help children become aware of and take responsibility for the

outcomes of their actions.

★ Encourage the support of parents/guardians as full partners in their

child’s education.

★ Make every effort to maintain open and productive communication.



Center Time

Children choose the area in which they
work in, with whom they want to work with
and materials that they use.  During this
time, staff supports and assess children’s
learning.

Literacy/Story Time/Read

Aloud

Provides an opportunity for children to
experience belonging in a group.  Children
practice communication skills as they
express their thoughts, ideas and feelings.

Small Group

Children in small groups work on specific
skills.  Staff will introduce new concepts or
materials; teach particular skills who need
individual attention or to assist in
documenting their learning.

Snack time/Meal time

Present learning opportunities when staff
sits with children, share a meal or a snack,
and carry on conversation.  Positive
experiences at “meal time” can assist in
developing a positive attitude towards food
and nutrition and provides another

opportunity for conversation.  

Clean-up Time

Children are responsible for putting away
materials when they are done using it.  This
process encourages independence,
cooperation and responsibility among
children.

The Philosophy of the Early Childhood Program

Elmwood-Murdock Public Schools believe:

- learning begins at home.

- every child is unique.

- in encouraging children to develop their self-control,

management of feelings, problem solving and to work

towards cooperative social behavior.

- parent’s/guardian’s that have an active involvement

is an essential component in a child’s learning.

- every child is entitled to a safe, nurturing, supportive

learning environment.

- each child will develop to his/her highest potential

through developmentally appropriate practices.

- children learn through hands-on discovery and

opportunities for active exploration through play.

- inclusive and diverse classrooms enhance learning

for all.

- that to be successful there needs to be open

communication between the home and the school.  If

you have questions or concerns, please, contact the

classroom teacher.



One of the elements of a public preschool is that the program operates and

follows Rule 11. Rule 11 is what governs birth to five years of age education for

the State of Nebraska.   The state has set these requirements and any

accredited school district must follow these guidelines. These requirements

ensure that Elmwood-Murdock Preschool will be compliant with all state

expectations. Elmwood-Murdock Public Schools will use a curriculum that

has been recommended by the Nebraska Department of Education.

One of those requirements is choosing a research-based, curriculum that is

recommended by the Nebraska Department of Education. The district went

through a curriculum adoption process that included a rubric.  Through that

process, Elmwood-Murdock adopted Creative Curriculum Gold.   This

curriculum will allow us to implement a developmental, language-based

curriculum that is designed for children 3-5.

Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS) is to ensure the

classrooms are set up for the best possible learning environment.

We are sensitive to the characteristics of the young child at this age, his/her

emerging abilities, and his/her developmental limitations. The emphasis of

our program is on planning, working, and evaluating. These processes help to

establish personal responsibility, decision-making, reasoning and

communication, which are skills children will use throughout their entire life.

The district continues to balance the academic with social emotional needs

that children at this level need to be able to adjust to the events that can

happen in school.

Children are given substantial time to explore and experiment at their own

rate. The preschool child learns best by doing, and the daily routine offers

many experiences that allow him/her to actively become involved with

materials and the world around them.

Creative Curriculum Gold

The Preschool classroom of Elmwood-Murdock follows the Creative

Curriculum guidelines, which has been chosen by the Nebraska State

Department of Education for developmentally appropriate education for

young children and to monitor the child’s growth through documentation of

experiences.

http://www.creativecurriculum.net/research.cfm

World of Wonder

Research-based and field tested, World of Wonder is a comprehensive

integrated, Pre-K curriculum designed to develop language and early literacy

skills in the context of rich content-primarily in the areas of math, science,

and social studies.

Unit topics include: who we are, making friends, families, food, our

neighborhood, transportation, animals, and nature. In the area of literacy

students will gain a better understanding of phonological awareness, and

concepts of words.

Handwriting without Tears

In the morning session, the teachers begin to use the Handwriting Without

Tears language with the students to begin to lay a foundation with these skills.

In the afternoon session, Handwriting Without Tears® is a driving force with

their curriculum.  It aims to make legible and fluent handwriting an easy and

automatic skill for all students. Our unique and compelling curriculum design

and teaching strategies facilitate this goal.

Here’s why the program works for all children:

● Is easy to teach and easy to learn

● Requires minimal preparation time

● Gets results with just 15 minutes of handwriting instruction a day

● Reduces need for one-on-one time and remediation

● Uses unique strategies to teach good letter formation, spacing and

neatness, cursive connection.

This program is utilized to allow students an opportunity to use the same writing

curriculum as our school age students.

Additional information can be found at

http://www.hwtears.com/parents/newtohwt

http://www.creativecurriculum.net/research.cfm
http://www.hwtears.com/parents/newtohwt

