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It was a very special day recently at Pender Public Schools.  The family of the late Dick Shipwright presented the Pender 4th, 5th and 

6th graders with basketballs in his honor.  A former Husker basketball player, Dick holds the Pender high school boys career scoring, 

single season scoring and single game scoring records.  Family members and other PPS scoring record holders were present and 

spoke to the students about teamwork, giving their best, and opportunities that sports can provide.  Former students who hold  

records and were in attendance were Paige Ballinger, Maggie Fillipi and Alexia Henschke. 

It’s a great day to be a Pendragon! 



 

Continued on page 3 

Greetings  from Jason Dolliver 

Superintendent 

This newsletter article is being written just beyond the halfway point of the 2017-18 school year.  The 

kindergarten students celebrated the 100th day of school on Friday, January 25, 2018.  That means 100 of the 

180 scheduled school days are in the books.  My math skills aren’t as sharp as they used to be (I’m a former 

math teacher), but I know that means we are just a little over halfway through the school year. 

I want to take this opportunity to talk about something that is a source of pride for me and something 

that is very exciting from a school superintendent’s point of view.  On January 10, 2018, I successfully de-

fended my dissertation on the campus of the University of South Dakota, which means I fulfilled the require-

ments necessary to obtain a doctorate in education degree.  I can officially be referred to as Dr. Dolliver, but I 

certainly won’t require that.  It’s definitely not something I am used to and will take some time.  The journey 

to complete a doctorate in education degree began back in the summer of 2013.  I started writing my disser-

tation in January of 2016.  It took a lot of hard work, perseverance, dedication, etc. to complete my disserta-

tion and this program of study, and I am thankful to be finished.  When I look back at my journey, I can see 

that it was a very successful learning experience, and one I am glad to have completed.   

I mention completing a doctorate degree in this newsletter because I am able to share some exciting 

findings that resulted from the completion of my dissertation.  If you are not aware, a dissertation is a re-

search project one must complete in order to complete a doctorate degree.  The project requires the re-

searcher / student (me in this case) to select a topic of interest.  Questions about the topic are developed by 

the researcher that become the crux of the project.  Those questions are thoroughly researched, studied, 

analyzed, and answered.  In the end, a written essay is generated that consists of 5 chapters and up to 300 

pages.  In other words, it is a little like writing a book.  There is no page minimum or limit, but most disserta-

tions are 100 to 200 pages.  My dissertation was 143 pages.  I plan to submit a summary of my dissertation 

(manuscript) to a professional journal and hope it is published.  The findings of my study give the manuscript 

a good chance to be published.  That is a good thing for me personally and professionally, but it is also a good 

thing for Pender Public Schools. 

The topic I chose to study for my dissertation was Standards-Based Grading and Reporting (SBG&R).  

SBG&R was implemented in grades K-6 at Pender Public Schools in the Fall of 2014.  SBG&R is an approach to 

grading and reporting aimed at providing students and parents with the best information possible about the 

student’s learning and achievement.  Most schools use traditional grading systems, which have their pros and 

cons.  The intent of implementing SBG&R at PPS was to improve the grading and reporting process and sub-

sequently enhance student learning and achievement. 
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Superintendent 

  

 I developed 8 research questions for my dissertation, which all compared the assessment results of 

Pender elementary students before and after the implementation of SBG&R.  Essentially, I wanted to know if 

the resources PPS dedicated to the implementation of SBG&R in grades K-6 were a wise investment.  I am 

thrilled to report that analyses of these data resulted in a statistically significant difference in 7 of the 8 re-

search questions.  In other words, Pender students achieved at higher levels after the implementation of 

SBG&R!  The one question that did not yield a statistically significant difference still showed positive growth, 

but the growth was not significant enough in the world of statistics to be considered statistically significant. 

As I mentioned, the results of this study are very exciting.  If it wasn’t already the case, the results give 

students, staff, and parents a reason to believe in the SBG&R process.  The amount of research to support 

SBG&R is limited, and these results show students achieved at higher levels after the implementation of 

SBG&R.  Furthermore, the results are from a study that utilized PPS data.  From a superintendent’s perspec-

tive, these results are very powerful, and I hope those reading this newsletter article understand and appreci-

ate the significance of them.  SBG&R is having a positive impact on students at PPS, and I couldn’t be happier 

that is the case!  I felt like it was important for district patrons to know this, because it has been a big com-

mitment for PPS in many different ways.  Like I said though, the commitment was totally worth it. 

 Those interested in more information should contact me via email at jadolli1@penderschools.org, via 

phone by calling 402-385-3244 ext. 310, or in person by simply stopping at the school. 

 

 

GO PENDRAGONS!!! 

 

Dr. Jason Dolliver, Superintendent  



 
Greetings from Eric Miller 

High School Principal 

Think Spring!  

It is hard to believe that February and March are upon us. I know we still have 2 months of Winter but 
it is almost time to “think spring” at Pender Secondary. Our Winter sports seasons are winding down 
and in the secondary office we are putting together the schedule for the 2018-19 school year. When this 
letter finds you our spring parent/teacher conferences will also be here.  
 

Please make it a point to stop in during Spring conferences. Usually we have lower attendance, but 
these conferences are equally as important. Along with the importance of talking with your child’s 
teachers, we are wanting parents to stop in and visit with us about your child’s 2018-19 schedule. As I 
stated before we have been working diligently the last month to get a schedule set up for the next 
school year. Mr. Nixon has met with all students to gage their interests for the next year and I have 
begun plugging student requests into our new schedule. 
  

We would like to invite all parents/guardians in to sit and talk with one of us about what classes your 
child has shown interest in and what all their options are as we finish the scheduling process. It is good 
for adults to take an active role in your students scheduling process and have open discussions with 
them about their options well before the “final” schedule is run. Please plan on stopping in to see Mr. 
Nixon or me on that night. Parent/teacher conferences are Wednesday, February 7th from 3:00-9:00 
p.m. If you can’t make it in but are still interested, please feel free to reach out and give us a call at 
school 
 

Winter MAP testing started in the last week of January and will be finishing up shortly. We also have 
been selected by the State of Nebraska to participate in the National Assessment of Educational Pro-
gress (NAEP). This assessment will take place on Thursday, February 22 and involve only the 8th grade 
class. Information letters were sent to all parents on January 24th.  
 

Please make sure and check the school calendar for all other activities. There are a multitude of events 
coming up as your Pendragons participate in winter activities. I look forward to seeing you all out and 
about as the snow melts and we head to many of these spring events.  
 

Take care and see you soon! 

 

Eric Miller 



 
Greetings from Kelly Ballinger 

Elementary Principal 





The Book Fair will be set up in the 
elementary library during  

parent-teacher conferences on  
Wednesday, February 7th  

from 3—9 pm.  
 

Children must be accompanied  
by an adult. 

Books make great Valentine gifts 
and Easter gifts!  Come shop   

during conferences! 

 

 
WHEN:  Wednesday, February 7th 

 
TIME:  3 pm to 9 pm 

 
WHERE:  Pender Public Schools 

Scholastic Book Fair 
Wednesday, February 7th 3:00 to 9:00  





 

Prom 2018 
 

 

March 22nd 
 

Heese Event Center 

Time:  TBD 

Saturday, April 14th  

Doors open to public at 7:15 pm 

Grand March at 7:30 pm 

 
      

Wednesday, March 14th 

Everyone is Welcome! 

Free of Charge! 

9:00 am—2:30 pm 

Pender Public Schools 

Please come enjoy the celebration of a circle’s  
circumference divided by its diameter—and enjoy a slice of 

pie! 
 









In case of inclement winter weather, Pender Public Schools notifies the following TV and Radio sta-
tions with late start, early out and no school information, as well as Emergency Bus Routes if appli-
cable:   

∑ KTIV, Channel 4, Sioux City 
∑ KCAU, Channel 9, Sioux City 
∑ KETV, Channel 7, Omaha 
∑ KWPN/KTIC,  AM 840 or FM 107.9 radio, West Point 
∑ KTCH, AM 1590 FM or  104.9 radio, Wayne 

There will also be alert messages sent via phone, text and email.  If you have not been receiving 
these   messages, please contact the school at 385-3244 and we will get you added. 
 
Also, if you live in the country and think the bus may not be able to reach your home due to road conditions, please 
contact your route driver or the school before 6:30 am. 
 

 Chilly days are here and will most likely be here for awhile. 
Please remember to dress your children for the weather and 

encourage them to bring a hat, mittens, scarf, snow pants, 
and snow boots when necessary. Labeling those items is also 

helpful. Our students are outside in the morning, at recess, 
and after school, so having the appropriate clothing is very  

important. Our temperature guideline for outdoor play remains 
20 degrees (with wind chill). We do plan to get kids outside as 

much as we safely can during the day even if the tempera-
tures dip slightly below our 20-degree guideline. On these   
occasions, we will take into consideration the age of the     

children, assure they are dressed appropriately, limit their   
exposure time, and as always keep the safety of our students 
as our priority. If you have any questions or concerns please 

feel free to contact the office.  

Is your child missing clothing?  At the end 

of every month, all of the items left at the 

school and not claimed are taken to Main 

Street Thriftique.  One way to ensure that 

your child’s clothing is not among those 

taken is by making sure their items are 

labeled.  All items are checked for names 

before taken to the Thriftique.   



February 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

French Toast 

Chicken Fried St 

Mashed Potatoes 

Peas 

Peaches 

2 

Biscuits/Gravy 

BBQ Meatballs 

Cheesy Potatoes 

Green Beans 

Applesauce 

3 

4 5 

Donut 

Saucy Sub 

Corn Casserole 

Pineapple 

Cookie 

6 

Breakfast Bites 

Taco 

Spanish Rice 

Fruit Cocktail 

7 

Pancake/Sausage 

Goulash 

Corn 

Pears 

Bun 

8 

Omelet 

Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 
Mandarin Oranges 

 

9 

Biscuits/Gravy 

BBQ Rib/Bun 

Potato Wedges 

California Blend 

Peaches 

10 

11 12 

Dutch Waffle 

Chicken Strips  

Mac & Cheese 

Green Bean Cass. 

Applesauce 

13 

Breakfast Stick 

Tavern 

Tater Tots 

Peas 

Pineapple 

14 

Coffee Cake 

Spaghetti 

Lettuce Salad 

Fruit Cocktail 

Bread Stick 

15 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Pizza 

Green Beans 

Pears 

Ice Cream 

16 

No School 

17 

18 19 

Breakfast Sand. 

Lasagna 

Broccoli 
Mandarin Oranges 

Garlic Bread 

20 

Long John 

Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 

Peaches 

Brownie 

21 

Breakfast Pizza 

Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 

Baked Beans 

Applesauce 

22 

Turnover 

Chicken Patty 

French Fries 

Corn 

Pineapple 

23 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Fish Sticks 

Cheesy Potatoes 

California Blend 

Fruit Cocktail 

24 

25 26 

French Toast 

Cheeseburger 

Potato Wedges 

Green Beans 

Pears 

27 

Donut 

Chicken Fried St 

Mashed Potatoes 

Broccoli 
Mandarin Oranges 

28 

Breakfast Bites 
Chicken & Noodles 

Peas 

Peaches 

Bun 

   

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Coffee Cake 

BBQ Meatballs 

Mac & Cheese 

Green Bean Cass 

Applesauce 

2 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Pizza 

Broccoli 

Pineapple 

Pudding Cup 

3 

4 5 

Omelet 

Scalloped Pot/

Ham 

Corn 

Fruit Cocktail 

6 

Dutch Waffle 

Saucy Sub 

California Blend 

Pears 

Ice Cream 

7 

Breakfast Stick 

Turkey Club 

Chips 

Green Beans 
Mandarin Oranges 

8 

Pancake/Sausage 

Taco 

Spanish Rice 

Peaches 

Cookie 

9 
Biscuits/Gravy 

Tuna & Noodles 

Peas 

Applesauce 

Bun 

10 

11 12 

Breakfast Sand. 

Creamed Chicken  

Mashed Potatoes 

Broccoli 

Pineapple 

13 

Long John 

BBQ Rib/Bun 

French Fries 

Corn Casserole 

Fruit Cocktail 

14 

Breakfast Pizza 

Hot Ham/Cheese 

Chips 

California Blend 

Pears 

15 

Turnover 

Chicken Strips 

Mashed Potatoes 

Peas 
Mandarin Oranges 

16 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Spaghetti 

Lettuce Salad 

Peaches 

Breadstick 

17 

18 19 

French Toast 

Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 

Applesauce 

Garlic Bread 

20 

Donut 

Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 

Pineapple 

Brownie 

21 

Breakfast Bites 

Goulash 

Corn 

Fruit Cocktail 

Bun 

22 

Coffee Cake 

Tavern 

Potato Wedges 

California Blend 

Pears 

23 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Fish Sticks 

Cheesy Potatoes 

Peas 
Mandarin Oranges 

24 

25 26 

Omelet 

Lasagna 

Green Beans 

Peaches 

Bread Stick 

27 

Dutch Waffle 

Chicken Patty 

Tater Tots 

Corn Casserole 

Applesauce 

28 

Breakfast Sticks 
Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 

Baked Beans 

Pineapple 

29 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Cheeseburger 

French Fries 

Broccoli 

Fruit Cocktail 

30 

 

 

March 2018 

No School 
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How to Contact Us 
School Office 
402-385-3244 
On the Web at 

www.penderschools.org 
On Facebook 

Pender Public Schools 
On Twitter 

@pendragonupdate 
 
 

 

Dates To Remember... 
February 5th-Spelling Bee (2nd-6th grades) 
February 7th-No School for Preschool;  
Parent-Teacher Conferences 3 pm—9 pm 
February 16th-No School 
February 21st-Thurston County Spelling Bee 
March 6th-High School Spring Concert 
March 10th–End of 3rd Quarter 
Elementary Pendragon Pride Assembly 
March 14th-Pi Day 
March 22nd-Science Fair 
March 30th-April 2nd-Spring Break 
 

Save your Cubby’s receipts and turn them into the school office.   
Cubby’s will donate 2% of the total receipts we collect back to  

Pender Public School. 


