
 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

Chris Fee 

Superintendent 

chris.fee@eastonvalleycsd.com 

 

Adam Crigger 

Business Manager 

adam.crigger@eastonvalleycsd.com 

 

MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL 

321 W School Street 

Preston, IA 52069 

Phone:  (563) 689-4221 

Fax:      (563) 689-4222 

 

Tony Johnson 

7-12 Principal 

tony.johnson@eastonvalleycsd.com 

 

ELEMENTARY 

439 Wilson Street 

Miles, IA 52064 

Phone:  (563) 682-7131 

Fax:      (563) 682-7194 

 

Patty Schmidt 

PK-6 Principal 

patty.schmidt@eastonvalleycsd.com 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Feb 6  -  Easton Valley Bond  Referendum Vote 

   Sabula, Miles, Preston City Halls 7am—8pm 

Feb 10  -  Girls Basketball Tourney - 4th thru 8th 

Feb 10  -  ACT test date - Sophomores and Juniors 

Mar 2,3,4 -  Easton Valley Boys Basketball Tourney 3rd - 8th grade 

Mar 7-8  -  Parent/Teacher Conferences (Early dismissal 1:30p) 

Mar 27  -  Preschool Round-Up - 6pm in Miles 

Mar 30-Apr 2 -  Spring Break 

Apr 3  -  No School (Snow Make Up Day) 

Apr 14  -  ACT test date - Sophomores and Juniors 

Apr 16  -  College Planning Nigh/FAFSA Night - Juniors/Seniors 

Apr 28  -  Prom 

Jun 9  -  ACT test date - Sophomores and Juniors 

Jun 14  -  ACT test date - Sophomores and Juniors 

May 20  -  Graduation 

 

 

 

EASTON VALLEY VOICE  

Our next Newsletter will be out               

May 1st.  We welcome and encourage 

the posting of Community events.  The 

deadline for the information is April 15th.  

Please send to                                    

sharon.jargo@eastonvalleycsd.com     

or you may drop off at the district office. 

If you are sending any pictures, our         

preference is that they are emailed. All 

articles need to be approved. 

If you would like to receive 

our Newsletter via email 

instead, simply let us know 

by emailing or calling the 

office.  The Newsletter will 

also be available on our 

website at 

www.eastonvalleycsd.com 

The Easton Valley Community School is an Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action employer and does not discriminate in its educational pro-

grams and activities on the basis of age, color, creed, national origin, race, religion, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity. 

Easton Valley Community School District 
District Office 

321 W. School Street 

Preston, Iowa 52069 

Phone: (563) 689-3431/Fax: (563) 689-4222 

Feb – Apr 2018 



Dear Easton Valley Families and Residents, 
 
Below you will find a great deal of information related to our upcoming bond referendum election. As you     
determine how you will vote, we hope that we have made it clear that the goal of our school district is to find a 
win-win outcome between students and community. We believe it is abundantly clear that we have serious 
needs that must be addressed. We are also sympathetic to how taxes affect our residents. With both these   
realities in mind, we are confident that the current plan will meet the needs of students AND keep property  
taxes below what residents were paying when they voted this past June, 2017. Anyone interested in more     
details related to the finances or needs in our schools will find a wealth of information on our school website by 
clicking on the “Bond Referendum” link under the “Menu” tab.  Please let us know how else we can help you 
learn the facts before the vote. 





From the desk of Mr. Johnson 

The Importance of Relationships in School 
 

Through my 17 years in education I have seen different trends, 
teaching styles, strategies, school initiatives, state mandated     
initiatives, etc.  All of these things were aimed to help student 
achievement in schools and find the best way or a better way to 
run school systems.  However, sometimes when we focus on       
protocols and strategies we lose sight of what is really important,      
relationships.   

 
Reflecting back on my first couple of years teaching, I do not    
remember what teaching strategies I used to engage my           
students, but I do remember the relationships I built with my   
students.  These relationships allowed me to connect with my   
students in a positive way, and allowed us to build trust and push 
towards academic excellence.  George Couros, an educational      
author said, “For all students to excel, teachers must learn about 
them and connect with each child.  This is not just about finding 
out how they learn, but it is finding out who they are.”   
 
At Easton Valley, we value relationships.  Our staff is working hard 
daily to build strong relationships with all students, parents, and 
community members.  The staff has engaged in professional       
development days to help guide them in this very important learn-
ing.  Making positive connections allows our staff to have a strong-
er climate and culture in our building, and in our community. 
 
Our mission is simple, EVery student, EVery day.  Our goal is to 
make positive connections with every student, every day, and push 
Easton Valley JH/HS past our “High Performing” department of 
education grade into the “Exceptional” category.    
 



 

Elementary Principal Update 
LIM 

The end of 2017 brought lots of excitement and awesome displays of leadership from out stu-

dents.  This year, we decided that instead of doing the traditional movie and popcorn for our   

final day before winter break, we would focus on a Leader In Me day!  Wow, what a great day of 

student creativity and community building.  

Students created bulletin boards which are 

currently displayed throughout the building.  

One of the big projects that was compiled by 

the 6th grade class was our Family Quilt.  

Families decorated a quilt square which rep-

resented their family to display.  The quilt 

turned out AMAZING and is on display in the 

main hallway.  Take time to check it out the 

next time you visit the building. 

 

Moeller Donation Drive 

One of our third grade parents was involved in a farming accident in December, and a fellow 

classmate asked if we could wear hats to school to support the family.  Students donated a dollar 

to wear a hat to show our support for the Moeller family during Thomas’ injury.  The generosity 

families showed was astonishing as we raised 600 dollars in one day!  A huge thank you to every-

one who donated to help one of our own recover!  The family was very appreciative of the dona-

tion and is using it to help with transportation and lodging as they continue to have medical care. 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

In November, we had a great turnout at our first student involved conference.  Our goal was to 

have 225 students attend the conferences with their parents.  We had 229 students attend with 

their parents which was great!  At our Spring P/T conferences, we will be doing student led con-

ferences where the students will be in charge of the conference.  Students will be high-

lighting their work so far this year based on the evidence they have collected.  They will be shar-

ing their academic and personal WIGs at this time as well.  Please keep this in mind when you 

schedule your conference time as we will not be able to hold the conference without your child.  

The students are excited to highlight their success this year! 

         
             Cont... 



 

Elem. Principal Update cont…. 

 

Preschool Round-Up            

We will be holding our Preschool round-up on March 27th at 6pm.  Please call the elementary 

office to register your preschooler.  We look forward to seeing everyone. 

Pay It Forward 2018 

The Elementary Faculty participated in a Pay It Forward endeavor on January 15, 2018 during 

our professional development.  Team members had to pay it forward during their lunch breaks.  

The teams did as amazing job paying it forward.  Here’s how 

they paid it forward: 

 Donated the money to the Backpack Program 

 Purchased lunch for a Veteran at the Sandbar in Sabula 

 Left the money at Miles Mini mark to purchase the next 

patron’s items 

 Purchase a gift certificate for Ken Anderson to help 

while Barb is in the hospital 

 Donated to Heidi Lippens to purchase supplies to make 

scotcheroos for the bake sale at Thomas Moeller’s benefit 

It was a great way to start 2018!  How can you Pay It For-

ward? 

 

 

Preschool coloring Habit Posters Sixth grade assembling the family quilt 



  Message From Your Activities Director 
Erick Broome 

Why is PE so important? 

Here at Easton Valley we are fortunate to be able to provide 
EVery student with physical education.  My goals for my          

students in physical education class are directly related to our 
national standards and are as follows: 

1. Practice and master appropriate motor skills and move-

ments. 

2. Develop and apply the knowledge of skills and strategies 

related to performance and movement. 

3. Understand, demonstrate, and enjoy living a healthy life-

style. 

4. Learn proper personal/social behaviors; be kind, be re-

spectful, be caring to others. Work together as a team. 

5.  HAVE FUN!! 

  

Rules/Expectations: 

H.ave fun! 

A.lways respect yourself, the environment,and others. 

W.ear proper shoes and clothing. 

K.eep trying no matter what. You can do it! 

S.top, listen, and learn. 

  

  

Participation: 

To my students - “It is okay if you don’t like a game, or you are 
not the best at it.  What matters is that you TRY. You do your 

best and work with your teammates to succeed.  Be a leader and 
a friend!” 

  

  

 

The CDC’s Recommendations for Physical Activity: 

Children the age of 7-17 should get at least 60 minutes of 
vigorous activity a day. 

Students who are more physically active show better grades, 
attendance, cognitive performance 

(memory,concentration,etc), and classroom behavior. 

Only 22% of children attain 60 or more minutes of vigorous 
activity even 5 days a week. 

Physical activity reduces the risk of many heart diseases, 
blood flow problems, and many types of cancers. 

  

Nutrition: 

Nutrition is very important to a child’s ability to participate AND 
learn in school.  Without proper nutrition and hydration a stu-

dent will… 

- lose focus 

- struggle to retain information 

- go off-task more often 

- become irritated 

- feel very drowsy. 

Let’s work together on this nationwide problem with poor nutri-
tion; let’s develop good eating habits for our students now so 

that it will last forever. 

(Quick tip: Try shopping the perimeter of the store. Isles are all 
processed foods.) 

                                   DON’T FORGET TO SMILE!! 

   

 



If you have a student who is a Senior this year, you should  be filing your 

FAFSA application.  The new date that you can start your FAFSA for    

student aid was October 1st.  FAFSA has to be filled out if your student 

is attending any college.  Please visit this website for more information. 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/.  For information on scholarships available 

please visit the Easton Valley website. 

Careyanne Wood 

~ National School Counseling Week is February 5th - 9th. 

~ Seniors—Scholarships are being sent out to your school email as they come in.  Other places you may 

find them are in my office, or the school website.  Check often!!! 

~ Juniors/Sophomores—ACT test scores for online classes must be taken before you sign up.  ACT dates for 

this spring are February 10th and April 14th.  Summer dates are June 9th and June 14th. 

~ All Juniors will be going to the career fair at Clinton Community College on March 13th. 

~ Freshmen—Continue to work hard at improving your grades.  Most colleges prefer students who     

challenge themselves with tougher courses over students who take easier, less challenging courses to boost 

their GPA. 

~ College Planning Night and FAFSA Night will be on April 16th for all Juniors and Seniors. 

~ 8th graders—We will have a Freshman Planning Night this Spring.  Watch the announcements for dates 

and plan to attend with your family. 

Spelling Bee 2018 

By Jenny Knutsen 

  On Tuesday, January 16th, three Easton Valley elementary and three  
middle school students competed in the Telegraph’s Herald annual Section-
al Spelling Bee at Clarke University in Dubuque. Students competing from 
EV elementary were: Abigail Bierman (5th grade), Masen Tubbs (6th 
grade), and Jaycee Soto (6th grade). Students competing from the middle 
school were: Carter Jargo (7th grade), Aleah Johnson (8th grade), and  
Emilia Feller (8th grade). 
    Students encountered words like: boxcar, marbles, energetic, harvest, 
hoarsely, craggy, compost, chapel, bulletin, manner, severely, purse,    
slobbery, Chesapeake, anecdote, exasperation, massacres, and boister-
ously. Some highlights from the bee included Emilia Feller making it in the 
top 10! Emilia’s classmate, Aleah Johnson, narrowly missed out on making 
it into the top 10 and went out in the fourth round. Emi will now move on to 
the Regional Spelling Bee that will be held on March 10th at 9:00 a.m. at 
Clarke University again. The winner of that bee will go on to Washington 
D.C. to compete in the Scripps National Spelling Bee from May 27-June 2. 
Good luck Emi! 



My Name is Kirsten Fillippi.  This is my third year teaching.  Prior to second 

grade, I taught two years of fifth grade in Sterling, Illinois.  I have two chil-

dren, Kael (5) and Wesley (4), and I am getting married this May!  My second 

passion to teaching is health/fitness.  I love to workout and especially run.  I 

am training for my first half marathon coming up this July in Chicago. 

What I enjoy most about working at EV is the atmosphere and educational 

freedom.  I love that everyone is very helpful and I feel comfortable going to 

anyone if I have any questions.  I also love that we are free to try different 

things to see what works and what doesn’t, such as trying different teaching 

methods that fit our own styles, and seeing all the differentiation within each classroom is awe-

some! 

Beginning in the 3rd quarter, you will be able to sign up to take 

your drivers permit tests online.   

 You need to be 14 years old or older 

 Sign-up sheet is on the EV website that needs to be completed 

 Test can only be taken on Fridays during SOAR 

 You can only take the test one(1) time a day 

 Link to the test can be found in the school announcements or by 

going to iowadot.gov/mvd/driverslicense/iadrivertest-start 

High School Student Council is selling chances for the   
reserved “River Hawk Landing” parking spot.  Tickets are 
$1 each or $6 for 5...See Mrs. Larson or Mrs. McNeil to get 

yours.  A new winner is chosen every month. 



Fifth grade has been busy!  We have been working on 
setting personal and classroom goals.  Many students met 
their personal goals and celebrated by having lunch in the 
classroom before break.  During our December Riverhawk 
Rally, Mrs. Thomson’s class sang a song that they had pre-
pared, and it sounded awesome! Students have also been 
working on their Leadership Binders and are excited to share 
them at Conferences in March.   

On the last day before break, we worked on some 
classroom projects.  Students used their creativity and 
worked well together to create a classroom bulletin 
board.  Students also worked on posters and watched an in-
spiring video about a blind man and his team who climbed Mt. 
Everest. 

Some of the units we have completed include: solving area models, locating context clues and 
making inferences in the text, completing activities while learning about the westward expansion, and 
reading The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.   

School Geography Bee Held 

By Jenny Knutsen 

On Wednesday, December 6th, Easton Valley held their school Geography Bee. The Bee is open to grades 4th-8th, with twenty
-eight students participating in the bee. The students participate in four rounds, with the highest scorers moving on to the final 
round. At the end of the preliminary rounds, only four students, had a perfect score to move on. Those students were: Mason 
Kramer, Masen Tubbs, Abigail Bierman, and Rylie Gillen. In the end, it came down to the two girls with Abigail Bierman an-
swering the question correctly to become the winner. Abigail will now take an online test to see if she qualifies for the state 
Geography Bee to be held in April. The winner of our state bee goes on to Washington DC to compete in the national bee in 
May. The winner of the national bee receives a $50,000 college scholarship, lifetime membership to the National Geograhic 
Society, $500 in cash, and a trip to the Galapagos Islands. Good luck Abby!  



Here are 15 question ideas to ask your child instead of just ‘how was your day?” 

1. What made you smile today? 

2. Can you tell me an example of kindness you saw/showed? 

3. Does everyone have a friend at recess? 

4. Did anyone do anything silly that made you laugh today? 

5. What is the most popular game to play at recess? 

6. What was the best thing that happened today? 

7. Did you help anyone today? 

8. Did you tell anyone ‘Thank you’ today? 

9. What was your least favorite part of the day?  What would make it better? 

10. Who did you play with today? 

11. How were you a leader today? 

12. What are you looking forward to about tomorrow? 

13. What book are you reading? 

14. If you could change one thing about your day, what would it be? 

15. What made our teacher smile today? 

Hello! 
 
The third graders are off and running with multiplication and even a little bit about division! We are working hard on 
learning our facts. We are now working on time in math. In ELA, we have been working on retells, the 5W and H 
questions, and point of view. We have also started working on cursive, the students have been so excited to finally 
learn cursive! 
 
We continue working on implementing Leader In Me in the classroom, we have set a WIG (Wildly Important Goal) 
individually. We will work on a class WIG with the students deciding what our goal is going to be. 
 
I look forward to a great rest of the year! 
 
Mrs. Parker 



 

2017-2018 OFFICERS 

President - Sharon Jargo 

1st Vice President - Sherri Farrell 

2nd Vice President - Kelli Parker 

Treasurer - Rennet Gruver 

Secretary - Melissa Reuter 

Athletic Boosters Meeting Minutes are posted on our     website 

under MENU-ATHLETICS-ATHELTIC BOOSTERS Visit our 

page for information on our Athletic Programs.   

Next Athletic Boosters Meeting is Monday, Feb 12th
th

 at 6:30pm at the 
High School.  All 7th through 12th grade parents are encouraged to attend 

and if you have a child/children participating in any Easton Valley sports, you 
are automatically a member.  The EVAB pays for all the students’ sporting 
events, apparel and anything that may be needed, so we hope that you will 

consider giving a few hours of your time to help on a committee.  All meetings 
are held the second Wednesday of each month. 

The Athletic Boosters is always looking for volunteers to head up our different committees.  The current committees are: 

Schedule Preparer, Program Sponsors, Annual Golf Outing, Apparel, Cake Auction, HS Volleyball Concessions, Soft-

ball/Baseball Concessions, Football Concessions, Basketball Concessions, Little Girls/Boys Shootout, Homecoming 

Bonfire Cookout.    

Please volunteer for your students so that we can continue to support them in all their sports.  We try our best to accommodate 

all parents with ticket and concession stand schedules.  Your students are receiving everything they need for free so they can 

participate in the sports that they love.  The only way that we can afford to do this is to do fundraisers and have concessions.   

The Boosters strive to promote our athletic department and encourage the success of our students and coaches.  We believe 

that parent and community support increases the opportunities for our students, allowing them to excel on and off the court, 

field, track, or course. 

With your involvement and help, we are having an exciting 2017-2018 school year and invite you to be a part of such a great 

opportunity and our school.  If your student participates in any sport at Easton Valley, including junior high sports, cheer and 

dance, you are automatically a member. 

Activity Passes 

Household Pass - $150  

Single Pass - $75 

Senior Citizen Lifetime Pass (60 years) - FREE 

Passes are good for all regular sporting events with 
the exception of any Tournament, Scrimmages,    

Regional or District games 

Passes can be purchased from the HS office 

Athletic Boosters apparel and other items are      
always available to order.  Order forms can be 

picked up in the MS/HS office, on our website or 
contact                                                                              

Nicci Troxel at  nicci.troxel@eastonvalleycsd.com,                              
Julie Messerich at 563-357-6839                                                          

Monica Bormann at  319-721-0616 or                    
Terri Andersen at 563-249-5570 

2018-2019 ADVERTISING SPONSOR INFORMATION 

If you would like to be on our program again for the 18-19 school year as an advertising sponsor, you may 

send your check for $35 to:                                                                                                  

Easton Valley Community Schools                                                                                              

Attn:  Athletic Boosters - Sports Advertising                                                                                   

321 W. School St                                                                                                             

Preston IA 52069 

Easton Valley Athletic Boosters would like to say “THANK YOU” to all our advertising sponsors for our     

athletic programs.   Your continued support and generosity is appreciated.     



~The Athletic Boosters are currently working on new covered baseball dugouts for our 

upcoming season.  The project includes moving the current dugouts located in Preston 

to Miles if  possible,  new cement pads, and making sure the fencing around the diamond 

is renovated if  necessary to accommodate the new dugouts. 

~Athletic Boosters will be sponsoring the 1st Annual Easton Valley Little Girls tourna-

ment on February 10th.  Proceeds will go to the JH boys and girls funds.   

~Track has new uniforms this year.  Be sure to check these out when you’re at the EV 

meets.   

~Football received new uniforms for the 17-18 season.   

~Cross Country received new uniforms for the 17-18 season.   

~29 JH football helmets have expired, and 26 new helmets have been ordered and       

received for the 18-19 season. 

~Two new side basketball hoops for the Miles Gym are being ordered and will be in 

place for the 18-19 season. 

~A new grill was purchased this past fall to use at the Miles location for the HS games. 
 

Looking ahead….. 

~New speaker system for the football field for 18-19 school year. 

~New uniforms for baseball for the upcoming season. 

 

We have had several local businesses make donations to our different athletic programs 

this school year.  We are grateful for their continued dedication to our schools, and their 

support. 

 

In order to be able to do all of  these things, the Athletic Boosters raise funds through 

concessions at all our home events, our annual cake auction and golf  outing, business 

program sponsors, and many more.  We are continually working hard to make sure all 

Easton Valley students are given the opportunity to participate in any sport that the 

school offers.  Without willing parents who volunteer their time to work the concessions, 

and take tickets at games, and without the businesses who believe in our school and    

continue to support us, we would not be able to offer these opportunities to our students.  

We thank all of  you and ask for your continued support!   

We need more parent volunteers to help us for the upcoming 18-19 school year.  Please 

consider giving a few hours of  your time.  It is truly rewarding to know that we helped 

give our kids these opportunities.  Officer elections are in May for the 18-19 school year. 



Mrs. Kelley's class went to Camp Courageous for their Winter Festival in December. 
We played games with friends, had a healthy snack and saw Santa and Mrs. Claus 
and told them something we wanted for Christmas.  



Divisions:  4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Grade—Girls 

Date:  Saturday, February 10th, 2018—starting at 8:00am 

4th, 5th, 6th Grade played in Preston 

7th, 8th Grade played in Miles 

Admissions:  $5.00 per adult and $3.00 per student. 

The Easton Valley Athletic Boosters are sponsoring this event.  It is a fundraiser for our junior high basketball pro-
grams.  A full concession will be available.  No outside coolers/food may be brought in during this tournament. 

Parents of Easton Valley teams participating in this tournament will be asked to work the           
concession stand.  Your coaches will advise you of this.  You will also receive a schedule in the mail 

the week before the tournament.  

Thank you to Chad Gruver for organizing this tournament and for his continuous support and dedication to 
our athletic programs.  Thank you to all the Easton Valley coaches  and parent coaches volunteering their 

time with our students.  Thank you to all the parents who volunteer their time with concessions./tickets  Thank 
you to everyone who is helping make this a great fundraiser for the junior high basketball programs. 

Divisions:  3rd through 8th Grade—Boys 

Dates:  March, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 

DETAILS STILL TO COME….. 



Mrs. Cosgrove’s Kindergarten class 
 

We have had a busy first half of the school year!  We focus the majority of our day on reading, writing 
and math.  You would be very impressed with how much my stu-
dents can write.  I have been very impressed with how neat their 
handwriting is becoming.  They are really using their imagination in 
their writing.  We have a new book we focus on each week.  Some 
of the topics we write about are: predicting, comparing, inferring, 
and how a character can solve the 
problem in the story.  And of 
course we spend plenty of time on 
retelling key details in a story and 
giving our opinion on topics.   We 
are in the process of improving 
our Science curriculum. In kinder-
garten we will be working on 
weather and climate, forces and 

interactions such as pushes and pulls and lastly interdependent rela-
tionships in our ecosystems.   Big changes are ahead in Science!  
 

Our daily activities are always focused on The Leader In Me.  Right 
before the winter break we had a Leadership Day.  Every class made a 
bulletin board or chart for the school to enjoy.  Ours says “Can you SPOT the Leaders?”  Of course we 
included their school pictures on the spots that the children traced and cut out themselves.  Our W.I.G. 
(wildly important goal) is to learn 75% of our first set of sight words before Christmas.  Yahoo... we met 
that goal!  Have you stopped in to see our very large EV school quilt?  It’s located in the hallway near 
the office. It’s quite impressive looking. 
 

We are celebrating our 100th day of school on Friday January 26th  The whole day revolves around the 
number 100.  We will have Art activities, writing, of course counting activities and even a special snack!   
Too bad we don’t have 200 days of school! 



Easton Valley High School

 

Our senior members have kicked off the first semester doing many great things! We elected our executive council in 
September and these council members will lead the organization throughout 
the remainder of the year. They will be joined by new members second se-
mester.   

 

Executive Council Members: (left to right) Jacob Zeimet- Treasurer; Hannah Bormann- Secretary; 
Kelsey Feller- President; Madison Banowetz & Kennedy Thines- Co-Vice Presidents. 
 

In November and December, we adopted the theme “Pay It Forward With 
Thanks” and enlisted the help of the student body with the undertaking of 
several fundraisers. Our focus, starting in November, was the creation of par-

acord bracelets, a survival bracelet that would be in-
cluded in every care package sent by Operation Grati-
tude to all who serve our nation. Through generous do-
nations, we were able to purchase 1,000 feet of para-
cord which will allow us to make over 125 bracelets! Operation Gratitude grants one hour of 
community service for every five bracelets completed and the NHS will recognize one hour of 
service learning for students who complete five or more 
bracelets as well.  

In December, the NHS sponsored a food drive to benefit our local 
Manna Center. To get everyone more in the “giving spirit”, we made it a 
competition and pitted not only the students against each other, but the 
teachers against the students, too! The winning group would get their choice 
of a taco bar, pizza party, or ice cream sundae bar. The results were impres-
sive! While food is a primary concern, items that cannot be purchased using 
EBT/food stamps are often needed at the Manna Center so these items be-
came our “bonus items”. For the first week, toothpaste was the bonus item 
and 126 tubes of toothpaste were brought in! In the second week, the bonus 
item was toilet paper and Mr. Ash’s SOAR group dominated! We ended up with a total of 808 rolls of toilet paper to 
donate that week!! In the end, the junior high and high school students and staff ended up donating a total of 1,490 

items to the local Manna Center! The generosity of our students and staff is simply amazing! 
What is even more impressive is that while the staff was the winning group, an anonymous 
donor has contacted the school and offered to pay for a “party of their choice” for the top 
two student groups, too!  
Each year, the NHS organization sets goals for scholarships they wish to give out to members 
and they hold fundraisers to meet these goals. This year, it was determined that we would 
give out three- $100 scholarships to senior members of the NHS organization. To fundraise 
for these scholarships, we have been holding a half-court hoop shoot competition during the 
varsity halftimes of our home games, as well as selling candy cane reindeer that we named 

“EVie”. We have successfully raised enough money to fund all three scholarships at this point, so all money raised by 
NHS for the remainder of our fundraising efforts will go towards things such as the costs of our Induction Ceremony, 
cleaning of the NHS stoles, purchasing of additional NHS stoles, or for other causes we feel we need to support.  
Future NHS members: Be on the lookout for Induction information via email! Juniors and Seniors who have a mini-
mum of a 3.2 GPA on our 4.0 scale will be receiving an invitation to join the Easton Valley Chapter of NHS the week of 
January 22nd. Your cover letter and activity sheet need to be returned to Mrs. Recker by 4:00 PM, Thursday, Febru-
ary 1st. We can’t wait to have you join us!  



Easton Valley Girls Track: “Run fast, turn left!.” 

The 2018 season will begin the last week of February with returning coaches, Mike Kelly and 
Brooke Collister (Coach Funk).  We have most of our team back with several state competitors 

hoping to capture another experience at the state 
meet at Drake stadium mid-May.  “I have a pretty good 
idea of what relays could score us a lot of points”, said 
Coach Kelly.  Our state competitors came back this 
year hoping to punch their ticket again.  As season 
gets underway, the coaches are looking forward to 
working with new senior leaders.  The seniors enjoy be-
ing part of making decisions, fundraisers, and team pic-
tures! 

The season is looking at the same meet destinations.  
The girls are well prepared and experienced with each 
location.  We are hoping to advance in our conference 
and qualify more girls for the State Competition. 

Both coaches are nervous about keeping the athletes in-
side for too long because of the damage that can be in-
flicted on the athletes.  The Riverhawks start their sea-
son off with an indoor season.  This gives the girls a 
chance to understand competition levels and compare 
what level they are at and set goals for where they want 
to be towards the end of the season. 

Track and Field is one of the few sports that makes it to 
the State Competition every year.  Track meets can be 
long and grueling events, but the girls really appreciate 
all the support they can get from the Riverhawk fans.   

We have a lot of girls interested in trying some new field events.  In practice after finishing 
their workouts, they head over to the field to work through a new 
routine of a new event.  “The dedication coming from these girls to 
work hard in their workouts and have the patience to try new foot-
work is really rewarding”, said Coach (Funk) Collister.  Along with 
the other events for the night, coaches are able to determine 
where athletes can be 
placed to compete with 
the best opportunities 
for the team.  The girls 
are excited to try dif-
ferent events while suc-
cessfully gaining more 
strides in their favorite 
events.  For each meet, 
the girls are able to suc-

cessfully increase their success. 



>Any High School Junior interested in applying for the 
Hoover Uncommon Student Award up to $6500, see 
Mrs. Collister 

>Any High School student interested in attending the 
Iowa Youth Institute on Monday, April 30th with the 
chance of winning a $500 scholarship to Iowa State 
University’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, 
need to speak with Mrs. Collister for more details!!!  

 4th Grade Happenings  

4th grade has been working on long division and 
multi-digit multiplication in math. We have done many 

activities and learned different strategies to do both 
concepts. We have learned how to use the area model, 

partial products, and “old school” methods for both 
multiplication and division. We have also used Prodigy 
to practice these concepts. Prodigy is an online game 
that allows the students to create a wizard and battle 
different creatures to earn rewards. The students love 

playing and it helps with the concepts we’re working on 
at the time. The program creates data for the teacher 

to help guide their instruction. 

We are currently working on a donut shop project. The students are making a business plan for their very 
own donut shop! They have been given a budget of $5,000 to get their shop off the ground. They will need to 

rent a space, buy the furniture, make a menu, buy the materials needed for their menu, and figure out how much 
to pay their employees. We have been working on one part each week. The students are using area, perimeter, 
multiplication, and division to complete this project. In the end they will be presenting their plans to the class. 

             Ms. Butt 



 

 

A graduation requirement 

Service Learning is a teaching and learning strategy that integrates meaningful      

community service with instruction and reflection to enrich the learning experience, 

teach civic responsibility, and strengthen communities. 

Freshmen through Seniors will be required to complete service learning projects, which con-

stitutes the required hours of volunteer service based on your grade, to be served outside of 

school class time.  These service hours may begin during the last month of your 8th grade, Freshman, Sopho-

more, Junior year (May).  These hours must be completed by April 30th of each year.  Half of the service hours 

need to be completed by the end of the first semester in order to be eligible to play sports.  You may 

begin keeping track of your service hours for the 2018-2019 school year on May 1st, 2018. 

Freshmen and Sophomores are required to have 10 service hours each year. 

Juniors and Seniors are required to have 20 service hours each year. 

Service hours do not require prior approval with the exception of sporting events being worked at;  eg- score-

keeping, stats, line judging etc.  This is because the coaches need to know prior to the game who will be doing 

this for them. 

For more information on Service Learning, please visit our website at: www.eastonvalleycsd.com.  There are 

plenty of service learning opportunities that are posted.  Help your elderly neighbors with their gardening work 

and yard cleanup.   This is your opportunity to make a difference that you would otherwise not think about to do.  

Choose a younger child that you are not related to, may not even know, or aren’t getting paid to watch and spend 

time with them.  Read to them, help them with homework.  Something that you normally would not do.  Remem-

ber, it’s about making a difference, building Character,  helping your Community and creating a great Culture. 

Download the Easton Valley 

APP to get up-to-date        

EV news ANYTIME, ANY-

WHERE 

Menus, Game schedules and 

more, are all available with 

the touch of your fingertips. 

The APP is free! 



History Is Being Written For EV Track & Field 

Literally, the history of the Easton Valley, Preston, and East Central programs are being documented, and I 
need your help.  In the past year, I have become the Head boy’s track & field coach at Easton Valley after being 
a varsity high school coach for 16 years at Andrew, Northeast, and Central DeWitt.  Being part of those previ-
ous programs, I have developed into a steward of historical athletic accomplishments.  I realized a couple of 
years ago that the best way to document the history of anything is to do it digitally and online.  As a result, I 
now run three track & field websites full of records and other noteworthy feats, but mainly for current athletes 
and their parents.  When Andrew High School closed I came to conclude that the track & field & cross country 
program history needed to be preserved or risk losing the memories and accomplishments of a long, storied 
past.  With the assistance of other previous coaches, a Track & Field / Cross Country Reunion took place last 
August in Andrew to collect memorabilia and share stories of programs no longer in existence.  Digital memo-
rabilia were collected to enhance the current website and preserve the history.   

 The Easton Valley track & field website was constructed with a similar vision - to preserve the past 
(along with being interactive for athletes and parents).  I have been actively developing this site for about a half 
a year and have been unearthing history in all directions.  The website address is riverhawkstrack.weebly.com.  
The website also offers links to Athlete / Parent Information, In-Season Information, Camps & Clinics, and 
Videos that link to coaching tips on all aspects of the very technical sport.  Currently, the website chronicles the 
Easton Valley boy’s & girl’s records, retired Preston boy’s & girl’s records, Tri-Rivers Conference boy’s & 
girl’s records, State Champion teams, relays, and individuals, and other noteworthy accomplishments involving 
track & field in the district.  I am still in need of some information.  I have talked to many people about locating 
the retired East Central boy’s & girl’s track & field records with no leads.  I am also needing the names of    
individuals on certain teams and relays that were state champions (these are noted on the website).  I will    
eventually document the Top 8 Drake Relays place-winners.  If anyone can point me in the direction of validat-
ed and documented information (not just word of mouth), I would be much appreciative.  This website is for the 
community and everyone involved with Easton Valley, Preston, or East Central track & field.  I have found that 
people become quite passionate about their past athletic involvement.  If steps are not taken now to preserve the 
great efforts, memories, stories, and achievements of the past, then time will erase them in the future.  I encour-
age you to take some time to look over the site and revisit your place in track & field history or someone close 
to you.  I can be contacted via email at craig.reuter@cd-csd.org with any information or digital pictures that 
may be helpful. 

 

        Submitted by Coach Craig L. Reuter 

mailto:craig.reuter@cd-csd.org


It’s that time of year again, flu season!  Please take the time to read the following infor-

mation and tips and to share with your children to help keep them healthy this winter.   

Influenza (flu) is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses that infect the 

nose, throat, and lungs (Not to be confused with the stomach flu, which is also referred to as 

the flu by many people – the stomach flu is a separate illness). Flu illness can vary from mild 

to severe, and symptoms can include fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body 

aches, headache, chills, and fatigue.  Less commonly, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea can    

occur.  

People with the flu may be able to spread it to others from 1 day before getting sick up to 

several days after.  Keep your child home from school, for at least 24 hours after the fever is 

gone (the fever should be subsided without the use of fever-reducing medications and a      

fever is defined by 100 degrees F or higher).  If your child goes to the doctor, please notify 

the school with a diagnosis of influenza A or B and bring in a doctor’s note.  This helps us to 

track the prevalence and spread throughout the school.   

Prevention is key!  Flu vaccines are safe and can reduce the chance of your child getting sick 

or from being hospitalized from the flu.  Common side effects from the flu shot are soreness 

at injection site, headaches, muscle aches, and fever.  These side effects are generally mild 

and subside on their own.  A flu vaccine cannot cause the flu illness. In addition to the       

vaccine, your child should avoid those who are sick as much as possible and if your child is 

sick, remember to keep them away from others.  Diligent handwashing is key!  Also, remem-

ber to educate your child on the importance of covering coughs and sneezes, and to avoid 

touching their eyes, nose and mouth.  Commonly touched surfaces, at home and at school, 

will need to be cleaned and disinfected more frequently (door handles, light switches, desk 

tops, phones, drinking fountain, etc).   

For more information, visit www.cdc.gov/flu or call 800-CDC-INFO 

IMPORTANT 
REMINDER  



With the new year, brings the opportunity to make some simple changes to boost health, safety, and 

happiness at home and in school!  Parents, try encouraging your children to pick one or two of the 

following New Year’s Resolutions or chose one or two from our family list.  The following are just a 

few ideas to try.  Feel free to explore and come up with your own individual or family resolution and 

do your best to stick with it!  

Simple, Fun, and Beneficial New Year’s Resolutions for Kids 

I will increase my water and milk intake and limit or cut out sugary drinks like pop.  OR I will drink 

only water or milk 5 days a week. 

I will stay off all electronics and turn off the TV at least one hour prior to going to sleep.   

I will go to sleep one hour earlier during the week. 

I will wear my seatbelt every time I get into a moving vehicle. 

I will wear a helmet every time I ride my bike/scooter. 

I will wear weather appropriate clothing to school every day.  OR I will remember to wear my coat, 

hat, and mittens to school every day during the winter weather months. 

I will find a sport or activity I enjoy, and do it at least three times a week. 

I will eat a minimum of 5 servings of fruits and vegetables every day. 

I will wash my hands after using the restroom and before eating any food every day. 

I will sit by someone sitting alone in the lunch room at least one day a week.  

New Year’s Resolutions for Families  

We will make a healthy dinner together at least once a week. 

We will eat dinner together at least three times a week. 

We will include a vegetable and a fruit at dinner every night. 

We will volunteer our time together at least once a month. 

We will have family game night/movie night at least once a month. 

We will put down all devices at meal time and enjoy each other’s company every night.  

We will hold each other accountable for not texting and driving. 

We will find a family activity we enjoy, like swimming or biking, and do it as least once a week.  

We will develop a chore chart and work together to get chores completed around the house.  

We will set aside time for schoolwork and/or reading for at least one hour during the week.   

 



Mrs. Kilburg’s 2nd Grade 

We have had a great first part of the school year!  We have learned 
how to recount stories, write opinion and narrative pieces, decide 
what the author’s purpose in a story is, and how to measure, to name a 
few.  We had a lot of fun working with Miss Filippi’s class on author’s 
purpose.  We go to do some centers and play Pie Face!  You may won-
der what Pie Face has to do with author’s 
purpose.  The different purposes are per-
suade, inform, and entertain. 
 

We have been looking forward to our very 
first ELA and science combined unit!  We are 
focusing on informational text features such 

as glossary, index, headings, sub-headings, and bold print.  We are 
learning what all of these features are and how they can help us read 
an informational text.  We are also learning about the phenomenon of 
earth changes.  Some of the changes we are looking at include, volca-
noes, earthquakes, sinkholes.  We have several different experiments 

planned for this that I think the students will 
enjoy! 
 

In math, we are focusing on adding and subtracting numbers within 200, 
and we are learning how to regroup while doing so.   
 

In December, we got to take our first field trip!  Our first stop was the 
John Deere Pavilion and our next stop was the Putnam Museum, where 
we got to explore all sorts of science aspects and tear things apart!   
 

We are learning so much in 2nd grade, and look forward to what the rest 
of the year has to bring! 









 

Breakfast/Lunch 

Pick 3! 

CHOOSE 1/2 CUP OF 

FRUITS OR VEGETABLES 

PLUS AT LEAST  2 OTHER 

FOOD GROUPS 

Easton Valley 

RIVERHAWKS 

LUNCH 

NEW IN FEBRUARY 

 

Buffalo Cheese Crunchers-HS 

Shrimp Poppers-HS 

Soups - HS 

Spaghetti/Meatballs-ELEM 

Taco in a Bag - ELEM 

Fish Sticks - ELEM 

BREAKFAST  

NEW IN FEBRUARY 

Blueberry Bash Waffles 

Mini Cinnamon Rolls 

Why Breakfast? ………………………………………………… 
Smart Reasons to Eat Breakfast….                                                                        

Fuels the body with nutrients.  Your child might not make up nutrients missed at breakfast.  You 
might not either. 

Provides calories (energy) for the morning’s active play. 

Gets your child ready to learn - at home, school, or day care.  Kids learn better if  they eat breakfast.  
If  you eat breakfast, you may get more done in the morning, too. 

Helps keep a healthy body weight.  Breakfast helps 

control the urge to nibble or eat too big a lunch.  

Even with breakfast, young kids may need a small 

morning snack. 

Helps kids feel good. Children may get morning 

tummy aches if  they miss breakfast.  These aches are 

usually hunger pangs. 

Tastes good! Offer foods your child and family enjoy 

- even if  they are not common for breakfast. 

Easy Ideas for Quick, Yummy Breakfasts! 

-Dry cereal (flakes, rounds, or puffed) with lowfat or 

fat-free milk and fruit 

-Peanut butter on whole-wheat 

toast 

-Bagel with lowfat or fat-free 

cheese 

-Reheated rice, hard-cooked egg 

-Oatmeal with applesauce 

-Toasted waffle topped with sliced fruit 

-Chicken noodle soup and fruit 

-Pita bread and lowfat or fat-free yogurt 

Information obtained from NIBLLES FOR HEALTH 5, USDA, Foot and Nutrition Service 

Drink lowfat or fat-free milk, 100% juice, or both with 

these easy breakfast foods! 

Easton Valley offers breakfast every 

school day from 7:40am to 8am to 

all students . 



JUNIOR HIGH 

JUNIOR VARSITY 

VARSITY 

*Schedules subject to change* 

FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE SCHEDULES VISIT: 

www.eastonvalleycsd.com and click on Menu—Athletics OR  tririversconference.org and click on Easton Valley 

BASKETBALL—HIGH SCHOOL 

Feb 2 ……………………………..CVC—JV/V Girls/Boys (A) 

Feb 6 ……………………………..POP—JV/V Boys (H) 

 

BASKETBALL—JUNIOR HIGH (BOYS) 

Feb 5 …………………………..Marquette (H) 

Feb 6 …………………………..Bellevue (A) 

Feb 8 …………………………..Midland (A) 

Feb 15 ………………………...CalWheat (A) 

Feb 22 ………………………...Lisbon (H) 

BOYS TRACK—HIGH SCHOOL 

Mar 16 ………………………….Cornell College 

Mar 22 ………………………… U.W. Platteville 

Mar 27 ……………………….. Tipton City Park 

Mar 29 ……………………….. Cascade High School 

Apr 3 ………………………….. Durant High School 

Apr 7 ………………………….. Augustana College 

Apr 10 ………………………… Central DeWitt High School 

Apr 12 ……………………….. Dean Nelson Field-Monticello 

Apr 17 ……………………….. Clinton Boys Gateway Classic 

Apr 19 ……………………….. TBD 

Apr 24 ……………………….. North Cedar— Stanwood 

Apr 27 ……………………….. Maquoketa High School 

Apr 30 ……………………….. Camanche High School 

May 3 ………………………… Central City High School 

GIRLS TRACK—HIGH SCHOOL 

Mar 16 ………………………. Cornell College 

Mar 22 ………………………. U.W. Platteville 

Apr 3 …………………………. Camanche High School 

Apr 7 …………………………. Augustana College 

Apr 10 ……………………….. Clinton Girls Track Relays 

Apr 12 ……………………….. Tipton City Park 

Apr 24 ……………………….. TBD 

Apr 27 ……………………….. Cascade High School 

Apr 30 ……………………….. Maquoketa High School 

May 3 …………………………  Central City High School 

May 7 ………………………… Bellevue Middle School 

BOYS TRACK—JUNIOR HIGH 

Apr 13 ……………………….. Bellevue High School 

Apr 19 ……………………….. Central DeWitt High School 

Apr 26 ………………………… Wilton High School 

Apr 30 ……………………….. Durant High School 

May 8 ………………………… Maquoketa alley High School 

GIRLS TRACK—JUNIOR HIGH 

Apr 13 ………………………. Bellevue High School 

Apr 19 ………………………. Central DeWitt High School 

Apr 26 ………………………. Wilton High School 

Apr 30 …………………….... Durant High School 

May 8 ……………………….. Edgewood-Colesburg H.S. 

WATCH FOR BASEBALL SCHEDULES  

IN THE MAY EDITION OF THE VOICE 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Please save any of these and send them 

with your child to school.  It’s a quick and 

easy way to bring money into 

the schools and into the 

classrooms.  Thank you for 

your support! 

Remember:                                   

Daily Announcements are posted on 

our website at 

www.eastonvalleycsd.com every day 

during the school year! 

Breakfast/Lunch Menus can be found on our 

website under Menus 

To view the Easton Valley Voice in   

color, please visit 

www.eastonvalleycsd.com and click 

on the Menu— Documents tab. 

Special Thanks to Missy Banowetz 

and Patti Hoffman for being at our 

games and photographing our         

athletes.  

 

JUNIORS/SENIORS 

College Planning Night and FAFSA Night is  

April 16th   

Please plan to attend with your parents. 

Watch for more details. 

8th Graders - This spring we will have a 
Freshman Planning Night.  Watch the 
announcements for dates and plan to 

attend with your family. 
President:  Richard Keeney 

Vice President:  Jodi Meyer 

Scott Bormann 

Dustin Stoll 

Ron Regenwether 

Gary Cassaday 

Craig Thines 

School board meetings are on the 3rd Monday of 

every month at the Miles Elementary building.      

Meetings are open to the public. 



 

Easton Valley Community School District – 2017-2018 School Calendar 

Professional Learning Days 
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HOLIDAYS: 

Labor Day  (9/4) 

Thanksgiving Day (11/23) 

Christmas  (12/25) 

New Year’s Day  (1/1) 

President’s Day  (2/19) 

Easton Sunday  (4/1) 

Memorial Day  (5/28) 

Aug 15   New Teacher Training 

Aug 16-18  Professional Learning (All teachers) 

Aug 21-22  Professional Learning (All teachers) 

Aug 22   Open House/7th Orient (Chromebook) 

Aug 23   Begin 1st Semester (1:30pm Dismissal) 

 

 

Sept 4   Labor Day (No School) 

Sept 6   Early Out PD (1:30pm Dismissal) 

Sept 20   Early Out/PD (1:30pm Dismissal) 

 

 

Oct 11  Early Out/PD (1:30pm Dismissal) 

Oct 20   End of 1st Qtr (42 days) 

Oct 25   Early Out /PD (1:30 Dismissal) 

 

 

Nov 15   Early Out/PD (1:30pm Dismissal) 

Nov 17   End 1st Trimester (Elem.) 

Nov 20-21  Early Out—Parent/Teacher Conf 

   (1:30pm Dismissal) 

Nov 22   No School (Comp Day) 

Nov 23-24  Thanksgiving Holiday (No School) 

Nov 29     Early Out/PD (1:30 Dismissal) 

 

 

Dec 21   Early Out (1:30pm Dismissal) 

Dec 22-29  Winter Break (No School) 

 

 

Jan 1-2   No School (Winter Break) 

Jan 12   End 1st Sem/2nd Qtr (91/49 days) 

Jan 15   No School (Professional Learning) 

Jan 24   Early Out/PD (1:30pm Dismissal) 

 

 

Feb 7   Early Out/PD (1:30pm Dismissal) 

Feb 16   No School (Professional Learning) 

Feb 19   No School (President’s Day) 

Feb 23   End 2nd Trimester (Elem.) 

Feb 28   Early Out/PD (1:30pm Dismissal) 

 

 

Mar 7-8   Early Out/Parent/Teach Conf. 

   (1:30pm Dismissal) 

Mar 9   No School (Comp Day) 

Mar 12   No School (Snow Make Up Day) 

Mar 16   End 3rd Qtr (44 days) 

Mar 21   Early Out/PD (1:30pm Dismissal) 

Mar 30   No School (Spring Break) 

 

 

Apr 2   No School (Spring Break) 

Apr 3   No School (Snow Make Up Day) 

Apr 11   Early Out/PD (1:30pm Dismissal) 

Apr 20   No School (Professional Learning) 

 

 

May 2   Early Out/PD (1:30 Dismissal)    

May 16   Early Out/PD  (1:30pm Dismissal) 

May 20   Graduation 

May 25   End 2nd Sem/4th Qtr (179/47 days) 

May 25   End 3rd Trimester (Elem) 

May 28   Memorial Day 

No School - Holidays, PD, Misc 

Early Out Days - PD, Misc 

End of Trimester (Elem. Only) 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Easton Valley CSD 
321 W. School Street 

Preston, Iowa 52069 

Phone: (563) 689-3431 

Fax: (563) 689-4222 

 

Find us online! 

www.eastonvalleycsd.com   

 

Like us! 

 

Follow us! 


