
Report to the School Board May 2021 

From Jennifer Demmons, Special Services Coordinator 

 

Occupational Therapy Services at Frenchtown 

Most people are somewhat familiar with physical therapists and what they do, and many of you 
have heard me describe their role in the school setting as opposed to a medical setting.  
However, occupational therapy is a lesser known—yet just as important—specialist within the 
special education department.  Rather than focus on gross motor movements as physical 
therapists do (among many other things), occupational therapy focuses on fine motor 
movement.  They also assess visual-motor integration and can tease apart visual-perceptual 
deficits from motor problems.  For example, when a student has writing issues due to poor 
motor planning, or a visual-perceptual learning disability, the OT can collaborate with teachers, 
provide therapy to address deficit areas, and help design accommodations. 

OTs are also experts in sensory problems and help our teams integrate sensory techniques into 
student accommodations and behavior plans.  As such, they are typically heavily involved in the 
IEPs of students with autism, but sensory issues also occur with other disabilities, such as 
emotional disturbance, ADHD, nonverbal learning disabilities, pragmatic communication 
disorders, and so on.  OTs are professionals at assessing students’ needs for adaptive 
technology assistance, as well.  They do so much that I thought it was easiest to just attach our 
district’s Occupational Therapist Job Description. 

In this month’s board packet, you’ll find a contract for Sage Hill occupational therapy services.  I 
am strongly in favor of contracting with them for several reasons.  Not only does Chris come 
highly recommended, she is experienced in working within the school system.  Her 
conversations with me indicate she is philosophically aligned with our special education 
department’s vision and values.   I believe she would make an excellent IEP team member, and 
her skill set would be quite valuable to the district as we address student educational needs in 
the coming years.  Not to mention, school OTs are incredibly scarce in this state, even in this 
area, and to find one that specializes in pediatrics is particularly challenging.  Before we hired 
Nancy Kinsey, we went through a number of months with no applicants.  The one we did hire 
only staid in Montana for a couple months (due to our weather and our “aggressive drivers”).   
Aside from the detriment to children, not having an OT on staff left our district legally 
vulnerable as we were unable to provide all elements in some IEPs.  We were able to make up 
for lost service time when Nancy was hired, but it was a stressful time I never want the 
department or Frenchtown families to go through again.  To maintain the Frenchtown Special 
Education Department’s high standards and excellent reputation, I strongly recommend 
approval of the Sage Hill Therapy contract. 



 

HS Vocational News from Bill Boudreaux:  

Voc Skills students will be working part time with the Freedom Garden this summer on the 
Lower Five Harvest Festival Crop at the garden below the baseball fields. Students and a 
supervisors will be paid out of  Pre-ETS (pre-Employment Training Services) funds. 

 
Voc Skills Career Camp will take place the week of June 7th (see attached information). Up to 
12 students will spend the week touring Missoula area businesses based on the results of their 
interest and career inventories that were completed during the school year. 
 
Voc Skills Community service project will take place the week of June 14th (see attached 
information).  Up to 12 students will spend the week working at the Grand Menard Picnic area 
at the NineMile Ranger Station. 
 
7th grade student Madison Schiedermeyer is participating in MS track team this spring. Maddie 
lives with Cortical Visual Impairment but has been able to compete in four events: 200 and 
800m runs, long jump, and high jump.  She has been coached by Brady Coffman, a former Griz 
javelin thrower.  
 

 

 

 

 

 


