SOMERVILLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
*YEGUASTRONG!

SCHOOL BUS RIDER RULES AND REGULATIONS

[Parents, please review with your child and keep this document for reference.]

PRIOR TO LOADING (on the road and at school}

1. Be at the designated bus stop 5 minutes prior to the arrival of the bus. All students must be out of the
car/house and ready to board the bus without delay. Buses are on scheduled times and cannot wait.

2. Always stay off the road while waiting for the bus.

3. Wait until the bus comes to a complete stop and look for a signal from the driver before attempting to
enter.

4. Do not move toward the bus at the school's loading zone until the bus comes to a complete stop.

5. NOTE: In the morning, a student may not get off the bus at any point between the pick-up point and
school unless he or she is transferring to another bus.

6. NOTE: In the afternoon, a student who wishes to get off the bus somewhere other than his or her
normal drop-off point must present the bus driver with a note of authorization from the parent AND the
student’s principal/designee.

7. NOTE: In the afternoon, a student who wishes to ride a bus that is not his or her designated bus must
present the bus driver with a note of authorization from the parent AND the student’s
principal/designee.

ON THE BUS

1. The bus driver is in charge. Insubordination will not be tolerated. The bus driver is authorized to
assign seats and require all students to be quiet. Loud talking, laughter, or unnecessary confusion diverts
the driver’s attention and may result in an accident.

2. The bus is an extension of the classroom and students must follow the same rules as in a classroom.
a. No eating, drinking, or gum chewing is allowed on the bus.

b. Profanity, tobacco products, e-cigarettes, drugs, alcohol, weapons, or sexual behavior will not
be tolerated.

¢. Bullying, intimidation, or harassment of any kind will not be tolerated.
3. Take your seat and stay there. Moving around can be dangerous to you and to others.
4, Bus seats are designed for 3 people; if necessary, share your seat with any other 2 pecple.

5. Face the front. You can get hurt more easily during a sudden stop if you are facing the rear.
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6. Keep your hands and head inside the bus at all times. Do not throw items in the bus or out of the bus
windows.

7. Help keep the bus clean and safe at all times.

8. Vandalism of any kind will be dealt with in accordance with discipline procedures, and the offenders
may be held financially responsible for damages.

9. Do not tamper with the bus or any of its equipment.
10. Keep al! personal belongings (coats, books, musical instruments, etc.) in your lap and seat area.
11. Keep the aisle clear.

12. Due to allergies and asthma reactions, do not spray substances of any type, including perfumes and
hand sanitizers,

13. Do not carry hazardous material, oversized projects, animals, or insects on the bus.
14. It is very important to maintain silence when the bus approaches a railroad crossing.

15. During emergencies, remain calm and follow the instructions of the bus driver or emergency
personnel.

16. Failure to comply with any one or a combination of the above listed rules and regulations, could lead
to a verbal warning up to yearly suspension from riding the bus.

AFTER LEAVING THE BUS

1. Wait for a signal from the driver and cross the road at least 10 feet in front of the bus. Never go
behind the bus. Danger zones are all around the bus. If you cannot see the driver, then the driver cannot
see you.

2. NOTE: Parents cannot board a school bus for any reason. Complaints or questions must be filed with
Administration, Principle, or Transportation Supervisor which can be reached at the following:

Administration — 979-596-2153
High School — 979-596-1534
Elementary — 979-596-1502
Transportation Supervisor — 979-406-073%
**The Safety of our students and staff are of the utmost importance, with your

help we can provide a safe means of transportation to and from school for your
student.
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Bus Rider Information

Student Name Grade

Morning Pick-Up Address

Afterncon Drop-Off Address

Parent/Guardian Name

Parent/Guardian Telephone Number

Any Other Helpful Information

**By signing this document, | acknowledge that | have received, understand, and agree to the terms set forth in
the document titled “Bus Rider Rules and Regulations” and understand that if my student(s} do not comply, he/her
could face verbal warning up to yearly suspension from riding the school bus.

Parent/Guardian Signature Date




