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Community Spotlight: Live Life in Color
by Ginna Buller, Junior Editor

The Jan Foster Color Run took place on Monday,
May 17th. The idea of the color run was to
memorialize Jan Foster, a retired teacher in
our community who passed away this past winter, due to
Covid-19. Mrs. Foster was a staple in our school and
community, and she loved her students very much. In her
honor, the student council decided to host a color run as
a fundraiser, with the proceeds going to the Jan Foster
Development Grant. The event was a huge success, and the
Turpin Student Council managed to raise almost $12,000,
not including the expenses of the set up.
To prepare for the race, 500 pounds of powder was
ordered, T-Shirts were created, and businesses and
families were asked for donations. Over 50 businesses
donated at least $100 to the color run and families
within the community were also very willing to donate,
whether it was donating money with the registration or by
volunteering to help in any way possible. Jamie Peters
became the student council sponsor during the middle of
this crazy year, and she said that the color run was put
on, “to honor Jan Foster. We were really humbled and
excited that we got to honor her in such a special way.”
To start the day of the color run, elementary classes
ran one mile at staggered intervals throughout the
morning, then high school and junior high ran in the
afternoon; the community race took place later in the
evening. The community race had an option of running
3 miles, which many participants loved. Before
racing, the runners were led through a quick
jazzercise workout as a warmup. After throwing powder
to signal the start of the race, the participants
ran, or walked, around the town and through various
stations that would spray them with powder or liquid.
The finish line consisted of several student council
members that splashed the runners with one final
round of color. Freshman Nash Levens said, “I participated because it was for a good
cause and just to have fun.” After each race, a closing ceremony was held, where
spectators and community members came together in a circle to throw pink powder,
Mrs. Foster’s favorite color, in the air as one last tribute to “the queen”.

Believe and Achieve
by Cesar Anchondo, Staff Writer

As both boys and girls golf teams ended their season in regionals, they had a very
good season. This was the first golf team at Turpin in 10 years. Coach Jake Barnes
is very proud of the teams, stating, “They went out and competed with some of the
best golfers in the state, and they held their own.” Both teams are young, as the
girls are only losing senior Carmen Levens, and the boys are returning next year
with everybody. The oldest of the group is just a sophomore, which is scary as this
team has talent with a lot of youth!
Barnes was excited about returning everyone
from the boys team as he went on to say,
“From what I see, things can only get
better with the boys team. They'll have
another year of practice, and they now know
where to set the bar to achieve the goals
that they want to achieve.” Throughout the
year, the girls got better and improved.
Barnes said, “This was the first year that
the girls went to tournaments, and they did
nothing but get more comfortable and
perform better with every competition.
Kiley qualified for regionals her first
year competing, and Ginna was only a few
strokes away from qualifying herself. They played quite well this
year.”

Wedding, Then Graduation for Kindergarten
by Dulce Ogaz, Academics Editor

The QU wedding took place on April 29, 2021. The QU wedding is
dedicated to the kindergarteners “marrying” each other,
promising that they will be there for each other. Mrs. Watson
explained that the reason they have the QU wedding every year
is “to help the kids remember that the letter Q always needs
the U to make the “Q” sound. Mrs. Watson has been in charge of
the QU wedding for 25 years now. Mrs. Watson’s favorite thing
about the ceremony is “seeing the kids dressed up”. This year,
the wedding took place in the football field, and they’re looking
forward to doing the ceremony outside again next year! They enjoyed
their cookies right after the QU wedding!
Kindergarten graduation took place on May 14 in the high school
auditorium. There were about 26 kindergarteners that were excited to
graduate! They sang a couple of songs, like the alphabet, the
weekdays, and the colors! Each of the students had the opportunity
to talk to the audience and say something that they learned in
school! Towards the end, Mrs. Parker and Mrs. Watson had put on a
slideshow of memories compiled throughout the school year.

Lego Robotics Night
by Aron Fraire, Activities Editor

The Turpin engineering club decided, for the first
time, to hold a lego robotics night. It was on May 6th
from six to eight in the afternoon. The event held
contests, booths, and demonstrations of the robots.
“The goal of the event is [showing] the community and
parents what robotics is really about,” said senior
Aidaly Ramos.
Lego robotics night was held at the new PE barn that
was
built this year. 14
booths
were
spread
throughout the PE barn; each
one served a different purpose. Some held activities
to have fun like lego building or playing with the
robots. Other booths were held by the members of the
engineering club where they talked about robotics
and how they could help. There were also booths
where you could bid to take home food, and other
items they had there, also known as a silent
auction. The last set of booths had the engineering
robot and the junior high and elementary trophies
they had won. There were about 200 people that
entered the building to see what robotics was really
about.
Although this was their first time doing an activity like this, Sarah Estes, a
junior, said they have based the idea off of the open houses they have had in
the past. “With the meetings we had this year we were slowly able to piece it
together and come up with lego robotics night.” Estes stated. Everyone was
having so much fun with the activities that they
could do. Parents, seeing the students of Turpin
being capable of creating such cool robots, were
impressed. Mr. Buller, high school science teacher
and robotics mentor, announced all of the younger
kids that participated in robotics and gave them
awards. Not only that, but towards the end of lego
robotics
night,
he
also
announced
the
bidding
winners. The purpose of the night was to show
everybody what the engineering club was all about, as
well as encouraging financial aid and inspiring the
youth to join robotics.

Top Honors Claimed by Five Seniors
by Mrs. Kim Buller, Staff Adviser
Valedictorian...the top student for each graduating class. This year, four students
in the class of 2021 have equally earned the right to bear that title. Those
students are Zylee Ipson, Saylor Parker, Aidaly Ramos, and Brooklyn Romero. These
ladies all maintained both a 4.0 grade point average through four years of high
school, and they have each kept very active high school schedules. In addition,
Jacob Isaacs has been named the class’s sole Salutatorian, carrying a 3.94 GPA.
Zylee Ipson has been a student at Turpin since 4th grade and says
she has many people to thank for educational success. However,
foremost in her mind is Coach Jamie Peters. “She may not have been
my teacher, except for one year, but she has always poured in all
the extra stuff...which is just as important,“ states Zylee. She
also says that being a successful student required a great deal of
personal sacrifice along the way. “I tried not to turn down too
many opportunities to hang out with friends,” recalls Zylee, “but
I vividly remember being at Mr. Burger during a tournament and
doing college history homework while I ate between games.” As for
her future, Zylee has chosen to attend SWOSU purely for affordability and
opportunity; she has been selected to be part of their cheer team and the
President’s Leadership Council. Zylee will pursue a career as a nurse with eventual
plans to become a nurse practitioner, stating that she can achieve her dream of
“doing most of the things that doctors do”, without years and the expense of medical
school and internships. Her final message to underclassmen is to “take advantage of
this resource rather than seeing it as a lack of opportunity. There are a lot of
people here who want to see you succeed...don’t take it for granted. There is a
certain magic to small-towns and I am proud to say that I am from Turpin...even if
nobody knows where it is."

Saylor Parker is a lifelong Turpin student. She is most
thankful
for
her
parents
and
grandparents
during
her
educational journey, stating that, “they inspire and push me
to go above and beyond in everything I do. I cannot thank them
enough for all they have done for me.” In terms of sacrifices
along the way, Saylor says that her academics and sports
career have been important to her, and because of that, she
had to miss out on going out with friends as often as she
would’ve liked. “Sports and homework took up a majority of my
time, but making those a priority has gotten me to where I am
today.” Future plans for Saylor include attending Fort Hays State University
and majoring in early childhood education. She loves that Hays is beautiful,
with a small town feel, but is just far enough away from home to give her the
freedom and opportunity to grow. Saylor's parting words for her community are:
“Many people would describe this year as chaotic, unpredictable, crazy, and
indescribable...but regardless of the challenges we have faced, I believe this
year has brought so much growth, and essentially reaffirmed the importance of
not taking things for granted.”

Aidaly Ramos has been at Turpin since Kindergarten. Aidaly is very
thankful for all of the teachers who played a huge role in her
educational journey. She is also grateful to her parents,
siblings, and classmates,
whom she echoes when asked about the
sacrifices she had to make during her time in high school. “I
stayed home to do homework instead of going out with friends quite
a lot,” says Aidaly, “I was a part of clubs and was always busy,
so I missed out on being more involved with my friends and
classmates.” Aidaly has chosen to attend Seward County Community
College so she can save up money, and transfer wherever she wants to, when she is
feeling financially confident in doing so. She plans to study biology and nursing
because “It’s what I’ve always dreamed of. I want to be able to help people and
learn more about cultures, and medicine will help me do both.”

Brooklyn Romero has been a Turpinite since elementary school and
has worn many hats during her time in school. Brooklyn says that
she is most thankful for her parents and her sister on her
educational journey. “They always encouraged me to reach a level
of success that I could never do on my own, and they were always
willing to help me out along the way,” she said. Like all of the
other Valedictorians, Brooklyn states that her biggest sacrifice
to get to this point has been time. “I have dedicated my time to
studying so that my grades meet my expectations. I have also
dedicated my spare time in the summers to working to save up
money, so I can pursue my educational goals''. Brooklyn has chosen to attend South
Plains College in Texas because it offers a Physical Therapy Assistant program that
she plans to apply to. Brooklyn stated that she chose this career due to a diagnosis
she received as a freshman in high school. “I was diagnosed with exertional
compartment syndrome. I had to have surgery and go to physical therapy afterward. I
had an amazing therapist who helped me recover quickly, and that is when I
discovered that I wanted to pursue a career in physical therapy.” Brooklyn’s parting
message to her classmates is this: “From this moment on we are building our own
legacy. There will be detours and bumps in the journey, but one thing that should
never change is your expectations of yourself. “
Jacob Isaacs is another lifelong Turpin student. When considering
the sacrifices it has required to get to this point, Jacob told us
that he was proud to be the Salutatorian because “it has taken a
lot of time and effort in keeping a high GPA”. After graduating,
Jacob will pursue a degree in Engineering at Anderson University
in Indiana. Jacob loves to design things, and chose the program
because “Anderson is an amazing Christian school, and they have
an excellent engineering program”. His final thoughts for the
community come in the form of a quote from former NFL quarterback,
Tim Tebow, “Success comes in a lot of ways, but it doesn’t come
with money and it doesn’t come with fame. It comes from having a meaning in your
life, doing what you love and being passionate about what you do. That’s having a
life of success.”

Senior Wills

I, Cesar Anchondo, being of
sound mind do hereby leave all
of my haircut appointment
times to the journalism class.

I, Yahir Aquino, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
headaches to my sister.

I, Abygail Campos, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
rebellious actions to
Nathanael Zapien.

I, Ernesto Chavez, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
Brainly account to the
students below me that want
to succeed.

I, Bresson Edelen, being of
sound mind do hereby leave
everything to my beautiful,
kind, amazing mother, sister
and niece.

I, Nency Guereca, being of
sound mind do hereby leave an
empty chair to sister Karen so
she can overcome obstacles she
might face in high school.

I, Zane Headrick, being of sound
mind do hereby leave my senior
year to the junior class.
Goodluck.

I,Zylee Ipson, being of sound mind
do hereby leave the responsibility
of making sure everyone is well
taken care of to the new cheer
team “mom”.

I,Jacob Isaacs, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
guns to my brothers.

I, Jennida Jimenez, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
softball dugout duties of
making pitchers cry to Brenda
Lezama.

I, Carmen Levens, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
eyeroll to Meira Hannah.

I, Crystal Melchor, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
bully reputation to Karen
Melchor.

I, Bailey Milhon, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
knack for being late to
school to Kiley.

I, Isaahia Olvera, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
height to Damean. Hopefully
he can put it to good use.

I, Saylor Parker, being of
sound mind do hereby leave
the duty of breaking and
fixing your backspot’s nose
to Zaynee Ipson. (Sorry Alli)

I, Aidaly Ramos, being of
sound mind will not leave
anything to anyone, because I
will be taking everything with
me.

I, Alex Roqriquez, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
computers copy and paste
buttons to the underclassmen.

I, Brandon Rodriquez, being
of sound mind do hereby leave
being the meanest person to
Payton Harvey.

I, Brooklyn Romero, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
cleanliness to my sister
Reagan. Don’t mess it up!

I, Luis Fernando Salcido,
being of sound mind do hereby
leave all my problems to my
sister.

I, Riley Ratzlaff, being of
sound mind do hereby leave
the title of “Most Masculine
High Schooler” to Gwedo
Ratzlaff.

I, Dakota Wills, being of
sound mind do hereby leave my
title of biggest dump truck
to Payton Harvey.

This-or-That ?
English (35)
vs

Ice cream (43)
vs

Math (21)

Popsicles (16)

Friday sandwiches (32)
vs
Thursday corndogs (22)

Watermelon (34)
vs
Pineapple (23)

Run Hard When It’s Hard To Run
by Isaahia Olvera, Sports Editor

The track teams this
year had a total of 13
people
qualify
for
state, nine girls and
four boys. Junior Riley
Lehnert, pole vaulter,
said
that
the
state
meet, “went well. I made
it in more than one
event,
so
that
was
great.” Lehnert placed
second in pole vault and
fourth in the 4x4 relay at regionals in Cherokee.
Lehnert also qualified for state in her freshman
year for pole vault. She practices her form and technique here in Turpin, then
she goes to Dalhart, Texas to practice jumping over heights. Lehnert ended up
placing 5th in the state. Allison Weber, a junior, attended state for the 4x8
relay and high jump. Share was pleased with her performance, stating, “It went
well. I reached my goal of getting over 4'10”.” If she were able to go back in
time, Weber said, “I wish I would've gotten 4’10 on my second attempt, because
if I would've, I would've placed third.” Despite being
a little upset with her performance, we are very proud
of Allison for placing 4th! The girls team had two
seniors qualify for state this year: Brooklyn Romero
and Aidaly Ramos. Romero said, “For me personally, I
[got a personal record] in both of my events. We placed
higher than we were projected to.” Ramos made it to
state for the two mile run and the 4x8 relay. She
stated, “I think state went well for me personally. I
was glad to be able to race with my teammates for one
last time.” Ramos said she finds her motivation with
this quote: “The race isn’t over until you have crossed
the finish line.” Sophomore Brianna Behrendt broke the
women's school discus record twice this year! She first
broke the school record with an amazing throw of 126’6”
and the second one with 133’1” at state! This throw
beat out her competition by over ten feet, and she placed first in the state
in discus. Behrendt said her favorite memory this year was beating the school
record the first time at the conference meet; she also added that she hopes to
break the school record again next year. We wish the best of luck to the high
school track team next year!

High School
05/07 Caycee Bass
05/08 Angel Chaidez
05/11 Jose Renteria
05/12 Bailey Boyd
05/12 Mirsa Moreno
05/21 Jaxson Hensley
05/20 Manuel Guereca
05/26 Eduardo Aguilar
05/27 Kaden Moses
05/27 Shelbi Moses
05/30 John Epp
05/30 Carmen Levens

Junior High
05/15 Jaxon Lehnert
05/15 Yazmin Norez
05/17 Omar Parra
05/23 Rorie Hendrich
05/28 Sabina Heckle
05/29 Alexaa Aquino
Elementary
05/01 Leilani Busch
05/01 Jaime Mejia
05/08 Averie Seigrist
05/09 Valente Torres
05/13 Isabelle Groves
05/14 Luis Mejia
05/18 Carter Strong
05/19 Bryan Campos
05/19 Marco Morales
05/20 Esther Norez

Congratulations to our Class of 2021 journalism staff members:
Carmen Levens- Co-Editor in Chief
Brooklyn Romero- Co-Editor in Chief
Isaahia Olvera- Sports Editor
Cesar Anchondo- Sports Writer
We will miss you!
Love, those left behind.
Mrs. Buller, Aldo Espino, Dulce Ogaz, Ginna Buller, Calli
Jones, Aron Fraire (not pictured)

Summer at NASA
The Cardinal Times would like to congratulate junior Gwynlyn Hannah on being selected for
the prestigious STEM Enhancement in Earth and Space Science (SEES) summer internship to be
held at The University of Texas at Austin’s Center for Space Research. Almost 750
applications were received, and Gwyn was one of 300 selected. As part of this program,
Gwyn will work with scientists and engineers to conduct authentic research from data
received from NASA’s Earth observing satellites as well as designing Mars habitats, Lunar
exploration, and robotics. THS is proud of you, Gwyn!!!!

The Last Word: Senior Editorials Pt. 1
by Brooklyn Romero, Co-Editor in Chief

May 22, 2021: a day that the class of 2021
has anticipated for many years. Although
this is an exciting time for the seniors,
it
is
also
an
emotional
end
to
a
significant chapter of our lives. There are
so many things I am grateful for regarding
my time here in Turpin, and as I have spent
time reflecting on my journey to where I am
today, I only find it appropriate to thank
those who have made an impact on my
childhood.
To this school and community, thank you for supporting the students in this
school. Whether it be financially or by attending various events, Turpin
always has a great turnout in all student activities. Students at THS are
blessed to have the most amazing teachers and staff that use their purpose and
energy to help the students fulfill their goals.
To my friends and classmates, you guys have made me who I am today, and I am
forever grateful for the relationships we have built and the memories we have
made. You guys are the reason my experience here at Turpin has been as good as
it has been. I am so proud of each and every one of you, and I hope for all of
the success in the world for you all.
As I conclude, I want to leave the students at THS with some advice:
Just
remember that education is important, but it is equally important to
prioritize your well-being. It is okay to take time off and relax every once
in a while, because giving yourself time to regroup often makes you more
efficient. But remember to always give your all in life and in school. If you
give your all and stay true to yourself and those who have been by your side,
you will succeed. There will be hard times, but the good times are always
close by.

The Last Word: Senior Editorials Pt. 2
by Carmen Levens, Co-Editor in Chief

It is crazy to think that after four short years of high
school, the class of 2021 will be graduating from Turpin
High School. I have been in this loving community and
school for the last 14 years, and Turpin, Oklahoma will
always be my home. I started pre-k as the shy little
girl that cried when others would look at me, but now I
am proud to say that I have become a leader who can
speak in front of others. I have grown into the person I
am because of my amazing friends and family. The hardest
part about leaving Turpin High School is leaving the
relationships that I have built here. I met my best
friend in the fall of 2008, and we are graduating
together on May 22nd, 2021. We have experienced so much
together, including sports, stressful college classes,
and way too many late nights.
As all of us seniors make our final plans and finish up
school, there are many sad moments, as well as happy
ones. So many of us were once freshmen that were so anxious to become adults,
but here we are now, not knowing exactly what the future holds. There are so
many emotions running through our minds, but I want to give a special thank
you to my teachers. My teachers taught me more than they will ever know. I
learned valuable lessons inside and outside of the classroom, and they always
took the time for their students, no matter how busy they were. Teachers work
all year round. They work after the last bell of the day and even before
school. I will forever be grateful for the teaching staff at Turpin High
School. I would also like to thank the community for always supporting
athletics, school events, and the local businesses for sponsoring so many
events. Furthermore, I am so thankful for my class, as we have gotten to see
each other become adults, go through challenges, and develop into the people
that we are today.
Lastly, to the underclassmen: get involved in as much as possible. High school
is hectic, but the best memories are made when life gets crazy. Cherish the
moments while you are here; it goes fast. Soon, you will blink, and it will be
your graduation day.

It has been our pleasure to keep you informed this year!
Have a great summer, Cardinals!!

