
MODEL RESOLUTION 

POSITION ON REQUESTING A FEDERAL ACCOUNTABILITY WAIVER 

 

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Education is accepting requests for waivers from States on 

certain provisions of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) relating to assessment, 

accountability, and/or reporting requirements associated with accountability for the 2020-2021 school year; 

 
WHEREAS, twenty-eight states and the District of Columbia (as of April 21, 2021) have already received 
federal approval of their waiver request;   
 
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Education has not yet sought a federal waiver regarding 
accountability;  
 

WHEREAS, Senate Resolution 41, authored by Senator Rogers Pope, urges the State Superintendent to 

seek a waiver on behalf of schools and districts given the unique circumstances of the 2020-2021 school 

year. 

 

WHEREAS, House Resolution 54, authored by Representative Buddy Mincey, urges the State 

Superintendent to seek a waiver on behalf of schools and districts given the unique circumstances of the 

2020-2021 school year. 
 
WHEREAS, a Louisiana School Boards Association survey found that more than 90% of school systems 
support requesting a federal waiver from certain accountability provisions of ESEA;  
 
WHEREAS, seeking a federal waiver helps ensure that the data used to describe the performance of schools 
and districts in 2020-2021 is valid and reliable;   
 
WHEREAS, the INSERT School Board values using the results of academic data in a meaningful way to 
inform instruction; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the INSERT School Board supports the federal waiver 
flexibility offered by the United States Department of Education; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the INSERT School Board urges BESE and the State Superintendent 
of Education to take advantage of the flexibility offered by a federal waiver.  
 
FINALLY, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the INSERT School Board directs the Superintendent to 
forward a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
and the State Superintendent. 
 


