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HEARING

Dear Members of the Tuxedo Community,
We are delighted to present to you a 0% tax rate increase for next year’s school budget.  

Next year’s budget will go a long way to invest in our children by introducing 
new programs such as our Summer Bridge and Ed Camp at the district as well as 
purchasing textbooks for our classrooms and library and upgrading technology for our 
children.

Additionally, we are offering you a separate proposition to increase the Capital Reserve 
to $2,000,000, again at no additional cost to the taxpayer.  These funds, if approved, 
will upgrade our schools and complete some of the work originally intended from the 
defeated bond referendum.

Your Board of Education unanimously and enthusiastically endorsed next year’s budget 
and Capital Reserve increase at its April 22nd meeting.  

Finally, in addition to voting on the budget and Capital Reserve proposition, please 
cast your ballot for this year’s school board election.
Sincerely,

Tuxedo Board of Education 

Residents to Vote on Proposed 2021-2022 
School Budget on May 18, 2021

BUDGET VOTE
AT-A-GLANCE

May 1, 2021



ON THE BALLOT

Proposition: 
Increase Maximum 
Amount of Capital 
Reserve Fund  

Shall the Board of 
Education of the Tuxedo 
Union Free School District 
be authorized to increase 
the maximum amount 
of the “Buildings and 
Facilities Improvement 
Reserve Fund” (“Capital 
Reserve Fund”) 
established in 2018, to 
$2,000,000, with the 
amount of $1,750,000 
to be transferred from 
unexpended unassigned 
fund balance in the 
general fund at the end 
of the fiscal year to the 
Capital Reserve Fund.

Board of 
Education 
Vote:
Elect three (3) members 
to the Board of Education 
for three (3) year terms 
commencing on July 1, 
2021 and ending on June 
30, 2024.

Candidates:
• Kimberly Breiland
• William Givens
• Gary Heavner
• Alyssa Horneff

TUXEDO UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET NOTICE
Overall Budget Proposal

Budget Adopted for 
the 2020-21 
School Year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22
School Year

Contingency 
Budget for the 
2021-22 
School Year *

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 13,699,533 $ 13,699,533 $13,699,533

Increase/Decrease for the 2021-22 School Year $ 0 $ 0

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget $ 0 $ 0

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.23%

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $ 11,241,790 $ 11,241,790

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $ 0 $ 0

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable $ 0 $ 0

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $ 0 $ 0

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C - D) $ 11,241,790 $ 11,241,790

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $ $

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $ 11,378,991 $ 11,409,756

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $ 11,241,790 $ 11,241,790

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval – 
See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) $ 137,201 $ 167,966

Administrative Component $ 1,639,935 $ 1,639,935 $ 1,639,935

Program Component $ 10,220,216 $ 9,512,681 $ 9,512,681

Capital Component $ 1,839,382 $ 2,546,917 $ 2,546,917
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* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2021-22 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to Section 2023 
of the Education Law.

Description Amount

$
$

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax 
Levy associated with educational or transportation services propositions are not eligible 
for exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements)

Under the Budget Proposed for the 2021-22 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 $483
The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2021-22 by the qualified voters of the Tuxedo Union Free school district, Orange County, New York, will be held at George Grant Mason 
Elementary school in said district on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 between the hours of 2:00pm and 9:00pm, prevailing time, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting 
ballot or machine.
1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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STATE AID
48%

2021-2022  BUDGETBUDGET  NEWS

BUDGET QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

REVENUES EXPENDITURESTHREE-PART BUDGET COMPARISON

ADMINISTRATIVE: 12%
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69.4%
CAPITAL

18.6%

The Cost of Living for salaries, benefits and 
services continues to increase. How are you able 
to recommend a ZERO % school budget increase?
Since January of this year, district officials have examined and 
audited all costs of previous administration’s current and prior year 
budgets. We have reported an excessive unassigned fund balance 
of $2.3 million as of June 2020 and anticipate a similar occurrence 
this coming June. Stated simply, taxpayers have already paid for 
next year’s financial and program needs. Our current $13,699,533 
budget will be exactly the same next year, $13,699,533.

How does the budget freeze relate to the freeze 
in the tax rate?
The district has received a slight state aid increase of $18,000 
and $220,953 in federal dollars for Covid-Relief and educational 
programs to address student learning loss. Additionally, we will tap 
into the unassigned fund balanced to insure a ZERO (0)% tax rate 
increase. This year we collected $11,241,790 in property taxes. Next 
year we will require the exact same $11,241,790. This year the true 
value tax rate is 12.42/$1000. Next year it will remain the same.

You mention a separate referendum to increase 
the capital reserve to $2,000,000 at no additional 
taxpayer cost. Please tell us more.
First, we explained in question 1 how the school district identified 
additional funds in the unassigned fund balance. If voters approve 
adding $1,750,000 to Capital Reserve, at no additional taxpayer cost, 
we will be authorized to work with our architect, construction firm 
and the New York State Education Department.

Ok. I’ll buy a zero tax rate and budget increase for next school 
year. But will there be funding for children’s programs above 
current year levels?
Absolutely. We will fund $750,000 above current levels 
to enhance student learning. We will conduct a 30-day 
Summer Program, four hours daily to help struggling learners 
academically. $130,000 has been budgeted to hire instructors, 
provide testing and supplies and to offer free bussing. 
This summer program is offered to all Tuxedo public and 
private school students at no cost, and will include planned 
recreational activities and field trips. Non-resident students 
are invited to attend at a marginal fee to be determined by the 
school board.

8
+10+82 REAL 

PROPERTY
TAXES
82.1%

OTHER REVENUE: 10.1%
STATE AID: 7.8%

Revenues
Three main sources of revenue support next year’s school budget. 
Property taxes contribute $11,241,790 in local levy for 82.1% of 
total revenue. State Aid has been slightly increased to $1,070,504 
generating 7.8% of total revenue. Other Revenues, ranging from 
Pilot taxes and insurance recoveries to applied fund balance 
constitute 10.1% of total revenue for $1,387,239.

Expenditures
New York State requires a three-part budget to summarize district 
expenditures.

Administrative: $1,639,935 (12%)
This portion includes Board of Education, Superintendent’s and 
Business Office, Personnel, Legal, Insurance costs as well as 
funding for the district’s Strategic Action Plan.

Program: $9,512,681 (69.4%)
This largest component funds all PreK-12 teacher and PPS salaries, 
benefits, textbooks, equipment, contractual and materials and 
supplies for the classroom as well as BOCES support, library, 
computer/technology and related instructional costs.

Capital $2,546,917 (18.6%)
The district’s operations, maintenance and facilities upkeep, is 
included in this category as well as transportation costs and 
employee salary and benefits.

Residents interested in reviewing a line item budget, including all codes, can view the entire budget on the district’s website.
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ABSENTEE BALLOTS 
If you are going to be out of town for work or studies, will 
be having a medical procedure, or are confined to your 
home due to illness or physical disability you can fill out 
an absentee ballot application to vote for the proposed 
2021/22 school budget and Board of Education members. 
The application must be received by the District Clerk at 
George F. Baker High School, 1 Tornado Drive, Tuxedo Park, 
NY 10987 at least seven days before the election if the ballot 
is to be mailed to the voter, or the day before the election, 
if the ballot will be picked up personally by the voter. The 
absentee ballot must be received by the Office of the District 
Clerk no later than 5:00 p.m. on the day of the election.

VOTER REGISTRATION
In order to participate in this year’s Budget Vote and Board 
of Education Election, residents must be properly registered. 
Under New York State Law, qualified residents registered 
with Orange County Board of Elections for general elections 
are automatically registered for school elections. It is not 
necessary for such persons to register separately with 
school election officials. Qualified voters who have NOT 
voted in a primary, presidential, or school district vote within 
the past four (4) years, need to register in order to vote.

WHERE DO YOU REGISTER AND VOTE?
You may register with the New York State Board of 
Elections or with the school district. Registration must be 
completed by May 6th in order to vote on May 18th. When 
registering with the school district, you will need to provide 
identification and proof of residency.

Tuxedo Union Free  
School District 
1 Tornado Drive 

Tuxedo, NY 10987

VISIT WWW. TUXEDOUFSD.ORG for more information
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