
    LEWIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY 
   7785 North State Street, Suite 2 
  Lowville, New York 13367-1229 

 Telephone: (315) 376-5453 
 Fax: (315) 376-7013 

www.lewiscountypublichealth.com 
Ashley R. Waite, RN, BSN, MPH 

Director 
 

 
 

Lewis County is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  Complaints of discrimination should be made known to 
The Lewis County Board of Legislators 

May 13, 2021 

 

 

Dear Parent or Guardian,  

 

On May 10, 2021, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) authorized the Pfizer-BioNTech 

COVID-19 Vaccine for emergency use in adolescents 12 through 15 years of age. This vaccine 

was previously authorized for emergency use in those 16 years and older.  

 

Initial trial data for this age group is promising. In an analysis of 1,005 vaccine recipients and 

978 placebo recipients, there were no cases of COVID-19 in the vaccinated children and 16 cases 

in the placebo group, making the vaccine 100% effective in preventing COVID-19. 

 

The Pfizer BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine is administered in two doses, three weeks apart. Lewis 

County Public Health is committed to making it as convenient as possible for your child to 

receive the vaccine. We are working with each Lewis County school district to bring the vaccine 

on campus, where it will be administered to consenting individuals during school hours.  

 

As you will see on the information sheet provided to you, it is possible that your child could 

experience some or no side effects from the vaccine. The most commonly reported side effects 

have been pain at the injection site, tiredness, headache, chills, muscle pain, fever and joint pain. 

These side effects are proof the vaccine is initiating an immune response, they are often short 

lived and are consistent with those who receive the vaccine and are 16 years of age and older.  

 

As a parent, fellow community member and your local health department director, I encourage 

you to consider the COVID-19 vaccine for your child. The past 14 months have been difficult for 

everyone, but especially our children. We have all felt the social, emotional, and financial 

impacts of this virus. The vaccine is the way back to normalcy for our children. While their cases 

are often less severe, children and adolescents can get the coronavirus and infect others. They are 

an important population to vaccinate in order to reach herd immunity.  

 

If you have additional questions or concerns about the Pfizer BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, 

please contact your child’s pediatrician or our office at (315) 376-5453. Thank you for your time 

in reading this letter and considering the vaccine for your child.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Ashley Waite, RN, BSN, MPH 

Lewis County Public Health Director  

http://www.lewiscountypublichealth.com/

