
May 13, 2021

Dear Families:

As we approach the home stretch of the 20/21 school year and plan year-end events, we are excited that
updated guidelines are allowing the students to have a junior/senior prom, a senior day trip and more flexibility
with moving up ceremonies and graduation. It is also great to see our student athletes playing on the new track,
tennis courts and the softball and baseball fields. In the midst of a challenging year, there is still so much to be
thankful for. I know we all want the students to have these opportunities and memories.

This year has certainly been a year of change, which has required much flexibility.  There are some
changes to the 20/21 school calendar and updates to the district re-opening plan that I wish to share.
The first change is to the 20/21 school calendar. As a small thank you for the work that everyone is doing, the
Board of Education approved a school closure day for May 28.  This will extend the Memorial Day weekend.
In addition, based on meeting the state attendance requirements, we have revised several student attendance days
into half days.  The elementary school will  have half days for student attendance on June 23, 24 and 25.  With
only four Regents Exams and a smaller number of students taking the tests, the Regents days (June 16 - 24) will
become student attendance days.  The MS/HS will have half days for student attendance on June 23 and June 24.
The last day of student attendance for MS/HS will be on June 24 (Updated 20-21 Calendar).

The second change is a result of updated guidelines for music and physical education.  Based on parent
feedback and discussions (see survey results below) with our physical education, music and elementary teachers,
we have updated our reopening plan to reflect  all three proposed changes listed below.  These changes are for
the balance of this school year.  Districts are waiting for updated fall reopening guidance from the state.

Parent Survey  Feedback on Updated Guidance Documents: The District received 260 responses, which
represents 342 students. (Ellis - 141, MS - 95, HS - 106)

Question #1 - I support changing Greenville’s plan to allow for physical distancing of 6 feet during music
classes that include singing and playing a wind instrument while individuals are wearing masks (253
Responses).
85% responded between Neutral - Strongly Agree (Neutral 8%, Agree 10%, Strongly Agree 67%).

Question #2 - I support changing Greenville’s plan to allow for a physical distance of 6 feet during physical
education classes (example: aerobic activities) while individuals are wearing masks (253 Responses).
89% responded between Neutral - Strongly Agree (Neutral 7%, Agree 12%, Strongly Agree 70%).

Question #3 - Elementary Families:  I support allowing elementary classrooms, when engaging in activities
outside, to be assigned one partner classroom (cohort) to help increase socialization.  For example, students
wearing masks would be able to play with students in their partner classroom during recess, physical education,
and/or class activities (179 Responses).
88% responded between Neutral - Strongly Agree (Neutral 6%, Agree 8%, Strongly Agree 74%).
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Below are some additional updates for your review:

Budget Update:
May 18 is the day of our budget vote.  The proposed budget reflects a 1.96% increase in spending with a
proposed 1.15% tax levy increase.  Additional information is available in our Budget Newsletter linked below.
2021.2022 Budget Newsletter

Student Vaccinations:
The Greene County Department of Health held a vaccination pod for our students age 16 and over on May 6th.
The FDA has now approved the Pfizer vaccine for 12-15 year olds.  The District will survey parents and work
with the County DOH to offer vaccines onsite for those who want to receive it.
News 10 report on the Pfizer vaccine approval for 12-15 year-olds

2021/2022 School Calendar
The approved 2021/2022 school calendar is linked below.
2021-2022 Calendar

Emergency Broadband Benefit / Helping Households Connect During the Pandemic:
https://www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit
The Emergency Broadband Benefit is a new FCC program to help families and households struggling to afford
internet service during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Emergency Broadband Benefit will provide a discount of up to
$50 per month towards broadband service for eligible households.

Who Is Eligible for the Emergency Broadband Benefit Program?
A household is eligible if a member of the household meets one of the criteria below:

● Has an income that is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines or participates in certain
assistance programs, such as SNAP, Medicaid, or Lifeline;

● Approved to receive benefits under the free and reduced-price school lunch program or the school
breakfast program, including through the USDA Community Eligibility Provision in the 2019-2020 or
2020-2021 school year;

● Received a Federal Pell Grant during the current award year;
● Experienced a substantial loss of income due to job loss or furlough since February 29, 2020 and the

household had a total income in 2020 at or below $99,000 for single filers and $198,000 for joint filers; or
● Meets the eligibility criteria for a participating provider's existing low-income or COVID-19 program.

How to Apply
There are three ways for eligible households to apply:

1. Contact your preferred participating broadband provider directly to learn about their application
process.

2. Go to GetEmergencyBroadband.org to apply online and to find participating providers near you.
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3. Call (833) 511-0311 for a mail-in application, and return it along with copies of documents showing
proof of eligibility to:
Emergency Broadband Support Center
P.O. Box 7081
London, KY 40742

Thank you for your continued support as we finish this year Spartan Strong!
Day by day, together doing our best!

Tammy J. Sutherland
Superintendent of Schools

GREENVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Where everyone learns, teaches, belongs - Spartan STRONG


