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CLASS VALEDICTORIAN 
REECE GRAYSON  

LOVELL 
 
The Spiro High School senior class 
valedictorian is Reece Lovell. 
 
Reece has been involved in the  
following activities: Senior class 
president, Junior class president,       
Kiamichi Tech Biomedical program, 
HOSA, Oklahoma School for Sci-
ence and Math, Gifted and Talent-
ed, FFA,  FCCLA, CASC Educa-
tional Talent Search, Spanish Club, 
National Technical Honor Society, 
Oklahoma Honor Society, and Na-
tional Honor Society. 
 
Reece plans to attend the Universi-
ty of Arkansas at Fort Smith in the 
fall and major in biomedical scienc-
es.  He plans to become a pharma-
cist. 
 
His parents are Jeff and Kasandra 
Lovell. 
 
Congratulations, Reece! 

 

CLASS SALUTATORIAN 
BRANDON JAMES  

HAMMONTREE 
 

The Spiro High School senior class 
salutatorian is Brandon Hammon-
tree. 
 
He has been involved in the  
following activities:  Football, Base-
ball, Basketball, FFA, FCA, BPA, 
and National Honor Society. 
 
Brandon plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Fort Smith and 
major in accounting.  
 
His parents are Bobby and Angie 
Hammontree. 
 
Congratulations, Brandon! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CLASS HISTORIAN 
STORMIE JO  

EASTMAN 
 

The Spiro High School senior class 
historian is Stormie Eastman. 
 
She has been involved in the  
following activities:  FFA and 
FCCLA 
 
She plans to attend college at Carl 
Albert State College then transfer to 
OU and work on a medical degree. 
She hopes to become a neurolo-
gist.  
 
Her mother is Billie Jo Clark, and 
her grandma is Janabel Clark.  
 
Congratulations, Stormie! 
 
 
 
 
 

SPIRO HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2021  
TOP THREE STUDENTS 

Spiro High School would like to announce the top three students of the 2021 graduating class. 
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2020-2021 Dog Caller Newspaper Staff 
 
Jayleigh Featherston…………….….Circulation Manager 
Mikahyla Ramsey…………………….Newspaper Student  
        Senate Representative 
Mrs. Kasandra Lovell……………..…Advisor 
 
Staff Reporters: 
Xaylie Burney 
Alyssa Cogburn 
Richard Gray 
Madison Jeffrey 
Hannah Miller 
Emily Roy 
Arella Stimach 
Zach Stimach 
Lisa Vincent 
Cole Warner 
Hunter Williams 
Haylie Woods 
Princess Young 

Senior Year 

By Mikahyla Ramsey 
 
High school is one of the most important stepping stones of life. But it’s also one of 
the quickest. You start freshman year, you blink and bam you’re going on your sen-
ior trip and getting ready to walk at graduation. It’s scary, not knowing what you’re 
going into. But it’s the next learning stage of your life. Senior year will sneak up on 
you. You only get one, make it count. Join all the groups you can, go to every 
event, help any teacher, but most importantly, make the most memories. One day 
you’ll look back, maybe when you’re 40 or 50, and wonder why you didn’t ride that 
ride or why you didn’t become friends with the strange new kid. So do it, make as 
many friends as you want, make as many memories as you can. I know that ’s repeated, but it’s what I regret most. I 
was (and still am) too focused on what others are thinking or doing, to make choices and memories of my own. I re-
member being told when I was a freshman to make the most of my high school years, but I didn ’t. And it’s what I really 
regret. So take it from me, and many other seniors who I know will agree, high school is over sooner than you think, 
make the most of it.  

                                             Senior Trip 2021 in Branson, Missouri at Silver Dollar City 

2021 

By Cole Warner  
  
How do you think 2021 is going so far?   I think 2021 is 
going pretty good so far. It's going to  have its ups and 
downs, but so far, it’s really good. Being a senior has 
helped because I don't have that much to do, but at the 
same time, it's stressful, but I can't really complain about 
it. I hope the rest of your year goes well.    
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Netflix Experience 
By Richard Gray 
 
It is debated that Netflix is the superior en-
tertainment platform. Lots of people love 
movies, but I've seemed to notice that even 
though I have a Netflix account, I still contin-
ue to use YouTube Red all the time. I decid-
ed to offer reasons why YouTube is better.  

1. More content  
2.   Better for a short attention span 
3.   Easier to categorize  
4.   Has the opportunity for different 
playlists  
5.   Has Music and Movies that have 
off screen play  

The Life of a Substitute Teacher 
By Princess Young 
 
The disadvantages: it's hard to prepare because sometimes you don't know what building you may be in until the 
morning. Or how many kids you may have to prepare for. There's never a continuous day...you're always changing. 
 
The advantages: you choose your own schedule. You can benefit your local school because they always need 
subs. You can expand your skills, and you are constantly learning new things. And most of all, you can make a 
difference in students’ lives. 
 
To follow up, a substitute is a very important job that's needed in local schools and allows a person for job opportu-
nities  to learn and grow while meeting new people. You gain life long friends and experiences. “I wouldn’t want to 
work in any other school because people have been so nice and courteous and are always willing to help and have 
treated me like family with a good healthy atmosphere.” 
-Mrs. Angie Holmes 
 

My Sense of Humor 
By Xaylie Burney 
 
The only time where I just start uncontrollably laughing is when I’m on TikTok. I stumble upon the most bizarre 
videos that are just so funny. I was actually one of the ones who found the video of the girl with gorilla glue spray 
in her hair before it blew up, and I just remember thinking that it must be terrible to be her. It really made me laugh 
though because of how she was handling the situation. The comedy on TikTok is just pure gold. I get rickrolled 
and stickbugged every time I go on there, and I just laugh because it’s just amazing to me. Some other times I 
laugh really hard is when I hear someone tell a really funny joke. I think it does get annoying for people listening to 

my really loud laughter, but I can’t really control it. I 
love laughing so much. It makes me feel really, really 
happy, and it does make other people smile to hear 
my laugh because it’s just so obnoxious. I don’t ever 
remember most things I’ve laughed about. I do re-
member one very well. I was in my 8th grade science 
class, and I was explaining this meme I had seen 
about these lemon flavored pills and this cat’s face. 
Everyone was so confused, but it’s really funny to look 
back on. 
 

Funny to Me 
By Zach Stimac  
 
What is something fun-
ny? Something funny to 
me is something that will 
make me laugh or make 
a smile from the joke or 
whatever it may be. 
Someone that I find who 
is funny is Kevin Hart. I 
think he is the funniest 
person I know and can 

always make me laugh at his jokes. When I used to watch 
YouTube a lot, I used to always watch funny comedians or 
vines which most of them seemed to be pretty funny to me. 
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Climate Pollution in 2030 

By Madison Jeffrey 
 
On Thursday, April 22 President Joe Biden pledged that by 2030 carbon pollution will be slashed in half. The an-
nouncement comes the same week that the European Union agreed to reduce its carbon emissions by 55 percent 
by 2030 compared with the 1990 levels, and the U.K. announced historic emissions cuts of 78 percent by 2035, 
also compared with 1990. Since The United States has put more greenhouse gases into the atmosphere than any 
other country, many climate scientists agree that the United States must cut its climate-warming carbon pollution 
by at least half this decade. Halving emissions this decade won’t be easy, but according to independent studies 
the federal government has been conducting in the lead-up to Biden’s announcement. To make it happen, the ad-
ministration will have to marshall all of the resources at its disposal  The United States is currently the second big-
gest carbon emitter right after China. Its two largest sources are transportation and power. One of Biden's ways he 
plans to half emissions is by focusing on renewable energy such as solar, wind, and water. Biden plans to cut out 
as much carbon-based fuel as possible and start focusing on the use of renewable energy instead. 
 

Family 

By Alyssa Perry 
 
Family is a big part of who you become as a person. They are the people that are 
there for you no matter what. Through the good and bad times they never leave. I 
got blessed with one of the best families a girl could ever ask for. I’ve enjoyed 
growing up with a lot of siblings. I learned a lot from all of them. I got the best par-
ents that always made sure that we had everything we needed and wanted, and being the youngest, I was always 
the “spoiled” one. With graduation coming up, I’ve realized that I wouldn’t be the person I am today without my 
family. They directed me and taught me to be a good person and to always be kind. I’m lucky to have the friends 
and family I have in my life. 
 

Becoming Successful 
By Emily Roy 
 
It’s a complicated subject for high school students, but everyone wants to fulfill their goals and dreams and be 
successful. We all need to know the five keys of success, which are determination, skill, passion, discipline, and 
luck. Determination is necessary, and the others just help you along the way. Always be one hundred percent 
committed to your goals and what you want to achieve. A lot of people let their comfort zone get the best of them, 
but you can’t let it hold you back forever. Learn to be productive and find a way to make sure you're getting every-
thing you need done right. Seek motivation and compassion for your needs and wants and make sure you're tak-
ing care of yourself. Don’t get too stressed out and talk to the people around you if things get to be too much. Be-
ing successful doesn’t mean being  rich, it actually varies for different people, but many might define it as being 
happy, loved, safe, and healthy. It’s the ability to reach whatever goals you may have. 

Drowning Dolphins 
By Jayleigh Featherston 
 
Yes, dolphins can drown when they are submerged underwater if they inhale water 
while they are submerged or run out of oxygen because they are very different from 

fish and amphibians that are able to extract oxygen directly from the water. 

Dolphins alternate which half of the brain is sleeping periodically, so that they can get the rest they need without 
ever losing consciousness. When sleeping, dolphins often rest motionless at the surface of the water, breathing 
regularly or they may swim very slowly and steadily, close to the surface. 
 

Travelpulse.com 
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McDonald’s x BTS: The Collab of the Century 

By Lisa Vincent 
 
On Twitter, news has been circulating about the announcement of BTS collaborating with 
McDonald’s. “McDonalds” is even trending on Twitter simply because of how excited AR-
MY (BTS’ fangroup) is about the release. McDonald’s official Twitter account tweeted 
“Coming this May: The BTS Meal” with a photo of the BTS logo made with french fries 
(Seen left), and is said to be released in between May 26th to June 26th for varying coun-
tries. The McDonald’s Twitter account even has a purple heart in their bio, a well-known 
symbol of love through BTS and ARMY. Many incredible  tweets have raved about their 
renditions of what they think “The BTS Meal” will include, such as user @vmnstudio’s 
Oreo McFlurry with BTS member V’s face on it, user @aakgneo’s thread of BTS member 
SUGA in different shapes of McDonald’s McNuggets, to users smileyoobie’s and 
@petaljimi’s reuse of McDonald’s marketing of their fries quoting “Tall, blonde, and gor-
geous.” with corresponding pictures of BTS members RM and SUGA. We can all tell that 
despite its recent post, (as I’m writing this, 5 hours ago) ARMY is excited and ready for 
The BTS Meal. 

Spring Cleaning Tips 

By Mikahyla Ramsey 
 
Spring is finally here, along with all the pollen and allergies. This could mean cleaning up your home and tending to 
any repairs that you’ve been putting on hold. Here’s a few tips to get you closer to a clean attractive house.  

 Replace door mats (as needed) - Give them a good vacuum and replace if needed. If you get a lot of rain, dry 
the mats in the sun and freshen them up by covering them with baking soda as a natural deodorizer. 

 Dust off fans and vents - Dirt and dust loves to hangout on the top of fans. 

 Deep clean the hallways - Do you have a carpet in your hallways? If so, now's a good time to give the floors a 
deep cleaning. Wipe down walls and trim, maybe consider repainting or touching up spots for a clean look. 

 Repair your porch or patio - Inspect decks and patios for loose boards, chipped paint, and other damages. 
Repair any loose rails or steps, maybe even pressure-wash the patios. Take advantage of the cool dry weather to 
do it. 

 Clean out the gutters - Clean the pile up of debris in your gutters and downspouts. Fix any that have become 
detached so it can drain excess water. 

The 15 Goofiest Animals  
Who Make  
The World A Happier Place 
By Jayleigh Featherston 
 
I think that animals are so funny! Animals are not filtered so they 
don't hold back from anything. 

*This friendly pufferfish. 
*The Angora Rabbit. Instagram. 
*Meishan Pigs. AFP / Getty Images. 
*The Beluga Whale. Jacky Lee / Getty Images. 
*The Silkie Chicken. granja_avicola_sj. 
*This hyrax riding a tortoise. Tap to play or pause GIF. 
*The Gerenuk. Gallo Images - Daryl Balfour / Getty Images. 
*The Tarsier. Creative Commons/Ian Armstrong. 

Animals make many people laugh. Humans love animals more 
because they are entertaining. 

 

Socks 
By Hannah  
Miller 
 
Why do we wear 
socks? Socks 
absorb moisture 
and help prevent 
rubbing of bare 
feet in shoes. 
Socks can also 
provide cushion-
ing to pad the feet 
and help keep 
them warm.  
During the winter, socks can help feet keep 
warm. Socks are a great way to keep your feet in 
great shape as long as you're not wearing the 
same pair day after day. You can even wear 
socks to sleep. Wearing socks in bed increases 
blood flow to feet and heat loss through the skin, 
which helps lower core body temperature. In turn, 
this helps a person get to sleep faster. 
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Spring 

By Xaylie Burney 
 
Spring is my favorite time of the year. The flowers are 
blooming, the air is warmer, and the earth looks more 
alive and beautiful. Spring is also the time of rebirth. It's 
when most animals are born, and more wildlife is 
around. I love seeing deer as we drive by the woods, or 
birds fly in the sky. The world just seems more at peace 
during spring. This winter was kind of rough as well. It 
was super cold one day and at one point our power 
went out, but we made it through, and we got to experi-
ence this lovely weather. Soon pools will be open, and 
the water will be warm enough to swim in, and parks will 
be full of people. Winter isn't as nice as spring though. It 
seems like everything is dead, and the earth is desolate. 

Is It Easy to Make Friends? 

By Arella Stimac 
 
Many people make friends in different ways. Some peo-
ple walk up to just anybody and make friends. Some find 
it more difficult if they're on the quieter side. For example, 
my brother and me are completely different. He can just 
walk up to someone and talk to them, and I'm more shy 
and won't do that. I have to know people and get comfort-
able around them for me to talk to them a lot. It just de-
pends on who you are really. 
 

Blue 

By Lisa  
Vincent 
 
The word “blue” 
 has so many 
connotations. 
Blue could mean 
the color: the blue sky or the blue ocean. Blue could also 
mean the feeling of being sad: “I was feeling blue today.” 
A lot of people even consider blue the most popular fa-
vorite color. Blue is such a popular word that Regina 
Spektor wrote the song “Blue Lips” about the entire exist-
ence of blue in our world. Even the program I am using 
to write this has the logo in the color blue. All around us 
is blue, in every meaning of the word. Right now, you’re 
trying looking around you for something blue. You’ve 
probably spotted a few things, right? Because blue is a 
universally loved color, you’ll often find it in professional 
settings like work conferences in slideshows or even just 
as a decoration in your home. It has a calming effect and 
can uplift your mood just by looking at it. Have you ever 
thought about the effects blue can have on you? 

What’s Funny? 
By Carson Cotie 
 
To me, there is nothing funnier 
than someone's laugh or when 
someone finds something as 
funny as you do. I always laugh 
the hardest when I hear some-
one laughing with me. Some-
times their laugh is funnier than 
what was said, and that’s when 
things get much more fun. I also 
have a guilty pleasure of watch-
ing funny cat videos; I can watch 
them for hours and laugh so 
hard I can’t breathe. 
 

Students in Charge??? 

By Mikahyla Ramsey 
 
I’m sure everyone has thought (at least once) about how different things would be if 
they were in charge. Well let's find out exactly how different things would be. I’ve 
asked some students and teachers all the same question, “If you were the principal 
and found yourself in charge of us, what would be the first thing you would do?” 
 
Make different punishments - Jayleigh Featherston 
Less strict dress code - Carson Cotie 
Ice cream cones once a month for FREE - Mrs. Lovell 
Longer lunch breaks and Fridays off all year - Arella Stimac 
More activities and bring off-campus lunch back - Zach Stimac 
Make Mr. Greenwood the principal again. I belong in the library - Mrs. Jones 
 

2021 From the  
Perspective of a Junior 

By Lisa Vincent 
 
From the beginning of this year, my life has been 
changing. I’ve made more friends than I can count and 
lost friends I wish I didn’t. I had committed to a mini-
mum wage job, quit within a year, and just found a bet-
ter job for $2 more. I had another birthday while in a 
pandemic and turned 17. (I still feel the same as I did 3 
years ago, but I know I’ve matured a lot.) I’m still get-
ting birthday presents from slow shipping companies, 
but I’m enjoying every one of them. After months of 
thought and a few days of begging and pleading, I hap-
pily shaved my head to buzzcut. Now, after this whole 
year, after tomorrow, I’ll be a senior. My friends will be 
moving on in life, going to college, finding careers, etc., 
and I’ll still be stuck here. I’m hoping it goes by fast, so 
I can move on with my life, but I’ll try to enjoy it while it 
lasts. 
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Spring Break 

By Richard Gray 

Spring break was pretty much canceled in the year 2020 due to the surge of covid. However with things calming down 
slowly around the world things are starting to look normal again in 2021, or so we thought. The spread of teenagers in 
high school/young adults in college is starting to spread everywhere due to spring break causing a surge of people 
from different parts of the country and the exposure to different germs, pathogens, and more. Some hot spots in the 
country are South Florida which is getting a lot of foreign visitors which is causing lots of panic from residents fearing 
the possible outcome of another covid surge. Are we relaxing too soon? What do you think?  

Why Spring Is The Best  
Season 

By Madison Jeffrey 
 
One of the best seasons is right around the corner. The 
cold and long winter nights are getting old. Everyone 
loves spring. The warmer temperatures are extremely 
comfortable. Flowers are also finally blooming again. 
How could anyone not love spring? These longer days 
mean more sunlight which scientifically makes people 
more creative and helps them not stress as much. Peo-
ple are able to go outside and stay out longer with 
warmer temperatures. This helps anyone who loves 
exercising, gardening, or traveling. Spring is the perfect 
season for anyone. 
 

TEXAS TULIPS 
By Alyssa Saulsberry 
 
In total, you have about 100 varieties of tulips to choose from (early, mid, and late-
flowering varieties). The availability of varieties changes throughout the picking 
season. We have a huge range of colors and different shapes, something for eve-
ryone. The tulips are too tempting to resist and you become a real tulip lover! 
 
Here's how it works: 
*Take a picking basket, which is available on the field. 
*Pick the tulips you want to buy and create your own wonderful bunch of tulips! 
*Bring us your tulips—we will wrap the tulips for you in pretty wrapping paper and we put a special gel on the stems 
to preserve your tulips until you can get them home or your next visit. 
*Take your tulips home or enjoy the rest of your day—the gel will preserve them all day long! 

Life and How It Stresses  
You Out  

By Cole Warner  
 
Does life, just in general, stress you out?   For me, it is 
very stressful sometimes because I have a lot to worry 
about. I worry about college and just graduating. I worry 
about what I’m going to do after I’m graduated because I 
know I’m supposed to have everything figured out. The 
truth is I don't think anyone does because we’re going to 
hit a lot of speed bumps along the way. And tomorrow 
isn't promised because anything could happen between 
today and tomorrow.   

Anime 

By Xaylie Burney 
 
Some people say that anime are just cartoons meant for kids, that is until you show them The Promised Neverland 
or Parasyte. I've grown up with anime, and it's only gotten better and more interesting as time has gone on. The first 
anime I was introduced to was Dragon Ball Z, the fight scenes were so cool, and I liked seeing the food and how it 
was drawn. Studio Ghibli art is so beautiful, and it's by far my favorite art style among the anime I've watched. Ouran 
High School Host Club is also such an amazing anime. You can't skip the intro because of how catchy and colorful it 
is. I enjoyed watching it for comedy and the art. Some other good animes I've seen are A Silent Voice, Free!, and 
Seven Deadly Sins. I've also watched Sword Art Online, Gun Gale Online, and Alfheim Online. The only thing that I 
really liked was the art and fighting scenes. It's a decent anime. I just don't like how they went about with the story. I 
don't think I could ever imagine a world without anime, it's just been with me my whole life, and it's not leaving any-
time soon. 
 



Spring  

By Arella Stimac 
 
Spring is a time when everything is 
blooming and pretty. It's also a time when 
allergies are really bad. Lots of people 
are sneezing and congested. The pollen 
is in the air, so everyone's allergies are 
acting up. Spring is also a time when they 
say you spring clean your house and 
stuff. It also gets warm to where you can 
go outside and fish and do things you 
can't do or want to do in the winter. I love 
spring because it's like the perfect tem-
perature... it's not too hot and it's not too 

The Crown  
By Princess Young 
 
The newest Netflix show I have currently been binge watching is a biography of one of the most famous 
families in the world. This show focuses on Queen Elizabeth II as a young newlywed faced with leading 
the world's most famous monarchy, while forging a relationship with legendary Prime Minister Sir Win-
ston Churchill. The British Empire is in decline, the political world is in disarray, but a new era is dawn-
ing. Peter Morgan's masterfully researched scripts reveal the Queen's private journey behind the public 
façade with daring frankness. Prepare to see into the coveted world of power and privilege behind the 
locked doors of Westminster and Buckingham Palace. 
 

Is Wealth or Happiness More Important? 
By Alyssa Perry 
 
As a child...even up until recently, I always thought that money was the most important 
thing to have in life. When Covid started in March of last year and going to do stuff wasn’t really an option, spend-
ing a lot of time in the house made me go through this phase of sadness. I had no energy to do anything. I was sad 
and wanted to be alone all the time. Spending money and shopping online didn’t make me happy. Then one day I 
met a man who made me happy. He made all the sadness go away. He didn’t have to spend a dime to make me 
happy. He spent time with me, and that turned my life around. This is why I will always choose happiness over 
money. A person who has money will never be rich without happiness. Money doesn’t fill that empty spot in your 
heart. Money can’t buy you happiness. Money is important, but it’s not everything. Find someone or even some-
thing that makes you happy and build on it. Being happy will make life so much better. Being wealthy is something 
you have to work at. Happiness can be found in little things! 

Gas Prices 
By Alyssa Saulsberry 
 
The average price of a gallon of gas across the country 
rose to $2.40 on Monday, according to data compiled by 
the American Automobile Association (AAA).  That price 
rise is the highest in 11 month. As AAA’s spokesman 
Mark Jenkins told the Sun-Sentinel, “the biggest contrib-
utor to rising oil prices is the hope in the market that the 
COVID vaccine will help global fuel demand recov-
er.”The only question now is: How much will gas prices rise as opti-
mism about the pandemic’s end grows? GasBuddy’s head of petro-
leum analysis, Patrick De Haan, told the Sun-Sentinel that as states 
reopen by the summer and people head out to beaches, sporting 
events, and other recreation spots, we can expect gas prices to re-
turn to around the $3 per gallon level. 

Humor 

By: Lisa Vincent 
 
Humor is subjective, which basically means it’s different from person to person because of their personal beliefs, 
experiences, and interpretations of the world around them. Some people have incredibly dry humor, which can 
range from a simple pun to lengths of almost dad jokes. An example could be, “What’s red and smells like blue 
paint? Red paint.” It’s obviously not very funny when typed. It sounds very blunt and almost rhetorical, but in cas-
ual conversation it can be pretty humorous. Others may have a more dark and morbid sense of humor, such 
jokes about death and tragedies of the past. These jokes may make some highly uncomfortable or offended, 
while others may find it quite amusing. It all depends on your audience. However, regardless of who you are try-
ing to make laugh, there’s always one underlying question that I’ll leave up to the reader to ponder. What makes 
something funny?  
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Women’s History Month- Jeannette Rankin 

By Haylie Woods 
 
Jeannette Rankin was the first woman elected to congress in 1916. Rankin was also a women’s rights activist 
during the time when it mattered most. She was elected just 4 years before women were granted the right to vote. 
Rankin had managed to serve two terms. The first term was around WWI, which she had opposed. She served 
her second term around the same time as WWII as well.  
 
“I knew the women would stand by me. The women worked splendidly, and I am sure they feel that the results 
have been worth the effort. I am deeply conscious of the responsibility, and it is wonderful to have the opportunity 
to be the first woman to sit in Congress. I will not only represent the women of Montana, but also the women of 
the country, and I have plenty of work cut out for me.” 

Laughter is the Best Medicine 

By Madison Jeffrey 
 
Laughing can cheer anyone up. Who doesn’t like to laugh? From babies to adults, we are always laughing. 
There’s no better feeling than getting lost in laughter. It’s the best medicine and it has many benefits. It can im-
prove someone’s physical and emotional state. It scientifically can improve one’s mood. Laughing decreases 
stress and increases immune cells. It also releases endorphins in the brain. It can even temporarily relieve pain. It 
can make any situation better. Simply watching a funny youtube video or making jokes with friends, everybody 
should find a way to laugh.  
 

Funny  

By Cole Warner  
 
What do you think funny is? What I think is funny is like 
just being yourself ...just messing around or like just 
having fun talking around the boys. I think funny 
means laughing or just kind of having a good time.  
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Funny Business 

By Arella Stimac 
 
What is funny to Arella? Almost anything is funny to 
me. I think dad jokes are even funny. The funniest TV 
show to me is Cobra Kai right now. It's pretty fun-
ny.  The only thing I don't find funny is Zach. He tries to 
be funny a lot. 

Living Versus Existing 

By Mikahyla Ramsey  
 
Are you living or just existing? Did you know there was a difference between the two? If you’re just existing, then 
you’re just surviving. If you aren’t taking chances or going on adventures, then you’re just existing. Living is taking 
life as it comes, embracing it and doing as much as you can to feel fulfilled. Living is doing everything you can and 
choosing happiness, it's choosing to live. Existing is you being here physically but doing what you have to do to 
get through the day. If you feel like you’re existing, and you would rather be living, here’s some tips: 
 

1. Stop living within proximity. Reach outside the box, go outside of your comfort zone. 
2. Stop being okay with unanswered questions. Ask over and over and over until you get your answer. 
3. Do what you want and say no to what you don't. 
4.    Do your best even with the fear of being misunderstood. 
5.    Eat what you want. All bodies are good bodies. What you look like, makes you more of who you are.  
6.    Stop “vacationing” and start exploring. Go on adventures, make your life exciting. 
7. Find joy in everything possible. 
8. Be honest, don’t live your life full of lies. 
9. Get out of your head. Learn to control your thoughts.  
10. Modify yourself. If you don’t like your hair, cut it off! Go get that septum piercing you’ve been wanting for 

the past year. I promise you it’s okay. Be yourself, no matter what people may think. 
 



Heroes and Villians 
By Tavrie Stiefel, guest writer 
 
When we are young, we are taught the difference between good and evil, a hero and a villain, but how do we tell 
who is the villain in our lives and who is the hero? The story of who we are only really begins when we are in high 
school, when we find out who we really are. When we are little, we think everyone is a hero, and we don't know 
about the villains in the world. Our parents protect us from the villains in our lives, or our parents are the first villains 
in our young lives. The villain can be anyone and the hero can be someone you would not have thought of being a 
hero in your life. What they don't teach us when we are young is that anyone can betray anyone; the villain can be 
the person who you trust the most. No one can ever really prepare you for the real world. People will try to, but no 
one really can. The world we create when we are young is the world we want to still be in when we graduate or 
when we are even 60. We always want to be in the world we made when we were young when we didn't have vil-
lains….when everyone was still a hero, but then we grow up and see the villains in our world in our lives. The heroes 
in our lives are the people who are always there for us; the heroes are the people who save us from ourselves. They 

save us when we think nothing is left to save. 
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Take It Outside 
By Aiden McLemore, guest writer 
 
I think a lot of teens need to get outdoors and do some things. Some things to do in the outdoors include hunting, 
fishing, hiking, and lots of other things. Getting out in nature can just clear your mind and make you feel better. It is 
quiet out in nature, and there are no loud noises like in the city. I like to hunt deer and lots of animals. Just sitting in 
the deer stand listening to the birds and hopefully seeing a deer will put your mind at ease.  
I like to just sit on the back porch and get out of the house and away from the TV and computer screens for a while. I 
think the world relies on technology way too much. People need to go back to their roots and live life like people used 
to. It would make the world a better place. Fishing is a sport if you like to be in nature and like to catch fish, fishing is  
fun to do. I like to just cast a rod out and hopefully catch some fish. It is just peaceful to get out on the lake or pond 
with your friends and family and talk and enjoy life how people used to. A lot of teens now sit on their video games 
inside the house and hardly ever go outside. If they went out into nature, they would learn that video games are not 
the only thing you can do for fun. I just think teens need to spend more time out in nature and enjoy it like people 
used to. 

Deadly Smells 

By Carson Cotie 
 
When trees begin to regrow their leaves, when the grass takes back its rich green color, and when the flowers start to 
bloom, the deadly aromas arrive. Spring is here, and you’re ready for the nice weather and beautiful scenery, howev-
er, you have forgotten what travels in the wind and lingers on nearly every surface outside; pollen. Truly the only 
downside to Spring is the pollen. It clogs up your nose and makes your eyes water and your throat congested. For 
some people, their allergies to pollen and certain weeds can be deadly. So while some  anticipate the Spring, others 
dread the season that brings deadly smells.  

Mental Health 

By Marissa Ramsey, guest writer 
 
*TRIGGER WARNING* 
Mental health is an ongoing battle within countless amounts of people. There is no age limit when it comes to mental 
health issues. This topic is nothing to play around with. In some cases, it is very dangerous, deadly and could cause 
many life problems. It has caused many families very sad and hard times. In some cases, it causes suicide or suicidal 
thoughts. At this point, the passing of a loved one is even harder on them because, most of the time, it's unexpected 
and all of a sudden. A lot of people don't realize how serious and hard it is until it's too late. When someone asks for 
help, most of the time they get ignored. By the time family or friends realize that they truly needed help it is too late. 
Have you noticed how when you ask someone how they’re doing, they’ll say “I’m good” or “I’m okay?” And then you 
go on about your day not thinking twice of it. You might not realize it, but they could be fighting all kinds of battles. 


