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Pope, Mincey resolutions recognized by the LA School Boards Association 

Baton Rouge, LA – The Louisiana School Boards Association (LSBA) wishes to express appreciation for 

resolutions presented earlier this week in the Louisiana Senate and House of Representatives regarding federal 

waivers for state accountability and reporting requirements for the 2020-2021 school year. 

Louisiana State Senator Rogers Pope and Representative Buddy Mincey have both introduced Resolutions, 

SR 41 and HR 54, respectively. These resolutions urge the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) and the 

State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to join other states and take advantage of the waiver 

opportunity being offered by the U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) which offers relief from certain ESEA 

provisions relating to state accountability. To date, 28 states plus the District of Colombia have been granted 

flexibility in accountability and reporting through a waiver approved by the USDOE. Louisiana has not yet taken 

advantage of the opportunity to seek a waiver. Without a waiver, Louisiana schools and districts will receive 

performance scores, letter grades, and labels.   

“When faced with a number of unpredictable obstacles, public schools across the state of Louisiana have 

risen to the occasion; requesting a federal waiver from accountability now would allow for shifting the focus of 

the data to efforts that identify crucial learning needs for the upcoming academic year,” stated Senator Rogers 

Pope.  

While the 2020-2021 school year shifted education into finding innovative, flexible, and alternative 

approaches to learning, the combination of the COVID-19 pandemic, natural disasters, and weather-related 

conditions across Louisiana also interrupted the continuity of learning for many school systems and families. The 

waiver option provides states with flexibility so that the focus of data from the 2020-2021 school year can be on 

student outcomes and the interventions, resources, and strategies needed to address the effects of such a unique 

academic year  

“The accountability system is designed to paint a picture of student outcomes in a traditional year. The 

data obtained through standardized testing this school year is likely to reflect the extraordinary set of 

circumstances impacting education systems and present an unclear picture of how diligently school systems have 

worked to succeed. Requesting a waiver helps protect the validity and reliability of the state’s accountability 

system while also giving schools flexibility in utilizing the data for instructional decisions,” said Representative 

Buddy Mincey. 

The Louisiana School Boards Association (LSBA) applauds Senator Pope and Representative Mincey on 

their leadership in urging the state to request a waiver. Our school systems and communities have endured a 

number of hurdles and receiving a waiver now would provide relief from what has been a turbulent school year.  

Please join the LSBA in sending a huge thank-you to these two elected leaders for their advocacy efforts on behalf 

of public education.  
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ABOUT LSBA 

The Louisiana School Boards Association, a federation of the public school boards of Louisiana, is one of the most 
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active and effective educational organizations in the State. The Association represents 643 elected school board 

members from 69 school districts in the state of Louisiana. 

 

Dedicated to the premise that all citizens must receive the finest education possible, the Association has 

sponsored progressive school legislation, advocated improved teaching through increased salaries for teachers 

and administrators, adopted a code of ethics for school board members, and through its own activities and 

cooperation with other educational agencies has stressed that efficient public schools are the foundation of 

American democracy. The Association recognizes that public schools will be efficient only if the teachers, 

administrators, and school board members are efficient. 


