
 

May 11, 2021 

Dear Kelso Families, 

This is the weekly status update, which occurs each Tuesday.  

Four days a week of in-person instruction is going very well and we’re excited to be able to provide it. 
The updated guidance around distancing in schools for students, which changed from 6 feet to 3 feet, 
have made it possible to have all our hybrid students in school at the same time. However, the guidance 
for contact tracing has not yet changed. Until the state guidance determining what constitutes a close 
contact aligns with the guidance for distancing, more students are going to meet the qualifications for 
being a close contact and may be sent home to quarantine as a result. To help minimize missed class 
time for all students, please be sure to keep your children home if they are sick or experiencing COVID-
19 symptoms that are not caused by another condition (see Flowchart for more information). 

Instructional Status 

• All K-12 students are in hybrid instruction (in-person four (4) days a week) and/or Kelso Virtual 
Academy.  

As always, the health and well-being of our students and staff are our top priority. We remain diligent in 
our safety protocols, continue to work with the Department of Health, and monitor our four key metrics 
on a weekly basis. Timelines and instructional models are subject to change depending on our overall 
community health conditions. 

Health and Safety Reminder 
Vaccinated or not, please remember to continue to practice safety measures so we can all keep each 
other safe: wear a mask, watch your distance, wash your hands often, check your health daily, and stay 
home when sick or experiencing COVID-19 symptoms that are not caused by another condition (see 
Flowchart for more information). 

KSD COVID-19 Transmission Dashboard  

• Kelso has had zero school-based student transmissions since November 12, 2020.  

Cowlitz County Data per WA State’s Official COVID-19 Dashboard 

• The most current data shows COVID-19 activity in Cowlitz County at 274.2 cases per 100,000 people 
in the reporting period of 4/19 – 5/2. This rate includes confirmed AND probable cases. 

• COVID-19 hospitalization for Cowlitz County is at 10.9 per 100,000 people in the reporting period of 
4/23– 4/29.  

• Positivity rate for Cowlitz County is 12.5% for the time period of 4/16 – 4/22. When this data point is 
current, it will be one of the metrics used to inform our decisions.  

 

https://5il.co/lhjf
https://5il.co/lhjf
https://5il.co/lhjf
https://bit.ly/ksd-c19
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/roadmap-recovery-metrics


 

Daily Health Check Reminder 
Please remember to perform the required daily health check on your child every morning before 
sending them to school. Additionally, this form must be signed and on file at your child’s school. (Form 
in Spanish and in Chuukese.)  

Resources to Watch 

• Kelso School District COVID-19 dashboard - Provides information on classroom or school 
closures recommended by Cowlitz County Department of Health due to COVID-19 activity and 
confirmed positive school-based COVID-19 cases in students. 

• Washington State's official COVID-19 site - maintained by the state Joint Information Center, this 
page contains data by county, region, and state.  

• Department of Health K-12 Schools 2020-21 Guidance – Use this guidance to inform how to 
resume in-person instruction during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Vaccine Information – Find information on where to get the COVID-19 vaccine via Cowlitz 
County Health & Human Services. 

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to email me.  

Respectfully, 

Mary Beth Tack, Superintendent 
marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org  
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