
8th Grade ELA Curriculum 
Map



Inference and In-Text 
Citations



Competency: I can read to make meaning while using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy skills with fluency and 
independence at grade level complexity

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Evaluate which evidence is most appropriate to support an inference. • Inference

• Prediction

• Evidence

• Support

3.0 Support inferences with accurate text evidence.

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, inference, 
prediction, evidence, support) and perform basic processes such as:
• Make inferences while reading grade appropriate texts
• Identify the difference between an inference and a prediction

• Murder mystery

• Inference versus prediction notes

• Inference video and notes

• ACE graphic

• Prose Lesson

• Short story lesson

• Video lesson

• Tell Tale Heart

• Citing Evidence Playlist

Evidence

Pre-test, Murder Mystery analysis, exit slip, student samples (video, prose, and story anaylsis)

INFERENCE 1

Click to add text



Competency: I can gather and evaluate research to demonstrate an understanding of the use of best available evidence by separating 
credible, relevant, reliable sources from disinformation

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.6, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.7, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.8

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Use a standard citation format when citing sources from multiple print and digital 
sources to support a claim

• MLA

• Bibliography

• Citation

• In-Text Citation

• Source

• Works Cited

3.0 Use a standard citation format when directly quoting individual sources

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, APA style, 
bibliography, citation, in-text citation, MLA style, source, works cited) and perform 
basic processes such as:
• Describe the differences between a bibliography and a works cited list.
• Generate a bibliography.
• Generate a works cited list.
• Demonstrate how to cite sources from authored books.
• Demonstrate how to cite sources from magazines and periodicals.
• Demonstrate how to cite online sources.
• Correctly punctuate a citation.
• Use quotation marks to indicate material taken verbatim from a source.

• Direct quotes versus paraphrasing

• Video lesson

• Prose lesson

• Short story lesson

• MLA graphic

• Citation stations

• Tell Tale Heart

• Citing Evidence Playlist

Evidence

Pre-test, student samples, student conferences, post-test, providing evidence short write

SOURCES AND RESEARCH 1



Competency: I can gather and evaluate research to demonstrate an understanding of the use of best available evidence by seperating
credible, relevant, reliable sources from disinformation

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.6, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.7, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.8

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Use a standard citation format when citing sources from multiple print and digital 
sources to support a claim

• Citation

• Conclusion 

• Data

• Paraphrase

• Plagiarism

• Source

• Verbatim
3.0 Use a standard citation format when paraphrasing individual sources

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, citation, 
conclusion, data, paraphrase, plagiarism, source, verbatim) and perform basic 
processes such as:
• Explain the procedure used to cite a source in a text.
• Explain how to incorporate information from a source into a text.
• Generate a paraphrase of information from a source.
• Describe situations in which a source must be cited.
• Describe situations in which a source need not be cited.
• Describe actions that would be considered plagiarism.
• Explain the consequences for plagiarism.

• Video lesson

• Prose lesson

• Short story lesson

• MLA graphic

• Citation stations

• Tell Tale Heart

• Citing Evidence Playlist

Evidence

Pre-test, student samples, student conferences, post-test

SOURCES AND RESEARCH 2



Analyzing Narratives



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about the development of a text when reading a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence to support their analyses

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.6, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.6, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.2

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Evaluate how conflicting or different points of view in a text develop the author’s 
purpose

• Allusion

• Author

• First Person

• Main Character

• Narrator

• Perspective

• Point of View

• Quote

• Reference

• Second Person

• Third Person

3.0 Describe the dominant point of view in a text

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, allusion, 
author, first person, main character, narrator, perspective, point of view, quote, 
reference, second person, third person) and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe the difference between an author, a character, and a narrator.
• Compare the first-, second-, and third-person points of view.
• Explain whether the point of view of a text is the author’s, a narrator’s, or a 
character’s.
• Annotate quotes from and references to outside sources or texts.
• Annotate sections that describe the author’s, main character’s, or narrator’s 
background or life experiences.
• Describe what details or opinions appear to be missing from a text.

• POV Notes

Evidence

Student samples, story analysis, comparison, student conference

ANALYZING POINT OF VIEW 1



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about the development of a text when reading a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence to support their analyses

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.6, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.6, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.2

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Evaluate how conflicting or different points of view in a text develop the author’s 
purpose

• Audience

• Character

• Dramatic Irony

• Narrator

• Point of View
3.0

Describe how differences in the point of view of a reader and the characters can 
alter the course of a text

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, audience, 
character, dramatic irony, narrator, point of view) and perform basic processes 
such as:
• Annotate words that reveal a character’s thoughts about an event or another 
character.
• Annotate words that contribute to a reader’s understanding of an event or 
character.
• Summarize what a character thinks about an event or another character.
• Describe what a reader knows about an event or character.
• Compare the perspectives of a reader and a character in a narrative.

• Point of view notes

• Point of view analysis

• Story analysis

• Purpose and POV comparison

Evidence

Student samples, story analysis, comparison, student conference

ANALYZING POINT OF VIEW 2



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about the development of a text when reading a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence to support their analyses

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.3, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.10

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Identify causal relationships between multiple storylines in a complex plot
• Narrative

• Climax

• Dialogue

• Event

• Exposition

• Falling Action

• Plot

• Resolution

• Rising Action

• Storyline
3.0

Describe how events and dialogue in a text affect the development of the story in 
a narrative text

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, climax, 
dialogue, event, exposition, falling action, plot, resolution, rising action, storyline) 
and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe the elements of a plot (such as exposition, rising action, climax, falling 
action, resolution).
• Identify which parts of a text correspond to the elements of a plot.
• Explain a simple cause and effect relationship.
• Annotate critical events in a text.
• Create a timeline of the events in a text.
• Annotate dialogue which refers to an event in a narrative text.

• Narrative parts activity

• Devil Went Down to Georgia activity

• Structure analysis

• Mind map

• Dialogue and Character analysis

Evidence

Student work samples, teacher conferences, exit slips

ANALYZING NARRATIVES 1



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about the development of a text when reading a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence to support their analyses

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.3, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.10

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Identify causal relationships between multiple storylines in a complex plot

• Character

• Complex Character

• Development

• Dialogue

• Event

• Narrator

• Simple Character

3.0
Describe how events and dialogue in a text reveal the development of characters 
in a narrative text

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, character, 
complex character, development, dialogue, event, narrator, simple character) 
and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe the differences between a complex and a simple character.
• Annotate sections in a text where a character is described directly.
• Annotate dialogue in a text that refers to a character’s actions or emotions.
• Summarize what is known about a character after a scene or chapter of a text.
• Compare how a character speaks and acts during various scenes in a text.
• Describe how a character changes throughout the course of a text.

• Narrative parts activity

• Devil Went Down to Georgia activity

• Structure analysis

• Mind map

• Dialogue and Character analysis

Evidence

Student work samples, teacher conferences, exit slips

ANALYZING NARRATIVES 2



Analyzing Main Idea 
and Theme



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about the development of a text when reading a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence to support their analyses

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.1, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.2, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.1, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.2

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Describe how a main idea or theme develops over the course of a text

• Main idea

• Theme

• Detail

• Categories

• Main event

3.0 Determine the theme or main idea of a text.

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary and perform basic 
processes such as:
• Explain that the main idea of a text is what the text is mostly about.
• Explain that themes are ideas about life that an author is trying to express and 
may want a reader to connect to his or her own life.
• Explain that the main or central idea or theme of a text is developed by details.
• List important details from major sections of a text.
• Identify categories of similar details.
• Determine the topic of a text.
• List the main events that occur in a text in order.
• Describe ideas or events presented in a text.
• Summarize what an author says about a topic.
• Write a one-sentence or one-phrase statement that reflects the main or central 
focus of a text.

• Theme video

• Short story analysis

• Theme activity

• Stations

• Exit slip

Evidence

Pre-test, student station samples, exit slips, post test

ANALYZING MAIN IDEAS AND THEMES 1



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about the development of a text when reading a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence to support their analyses

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.1, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.2, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.1, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.2

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Describe how a main idea or theme develops over the course of a text

• Character

• Connection

• Detail

• Main Idea

• Pattern

• Plot

• Setting

• Theme

3.0 Describe a main idea’s or theme’s relationship to other elements of a text.

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary and perform basic 
processes such as:
• Explain that the main idea of a text is what the text is mostly about.
• Explain that themes are ideas about life that an author is trying to express and 
may want a reader to connect to his or her own life.
• Identify important details related to characters in a text.
• Identify important details related to the setting of a text.
• Identify important details related to the plot of a text.

• Describe connections between important details and the main idea or theme of 
a text.
• Identify patterns and connections among ideas or events in a text.
• Identify how categories of details are connected to the main idea or theme of a 
text.

• Theme video

• Short story analysis

• Theme activity

• Stations

• Exit slip

Evidence

Pre-test, student station samples, exit slips, post test

ANALYZING IDEAS AND THEMES 2



Analyzing Language



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about the development of a text when reading a variety of increasingly complex 
print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence to support their analyses

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.4, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.4, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.4, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Evaluate the use of descriptive and figurative language in a text • Analogy

• Clarify

• Comparison

• Metaphor

3.0
Describe the sources of meaning of figurative language in text including allusions, 
analogies, metaphors, similes, personification, hyperbole, etc).

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, analogy, 
clarify, comparison, metaphor) and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe the purpose of figurative language.
• Describe the difference between different types of figurative language
• Identify examples of figurative language

• Figurative language notes

• Matching activity

• Irony maze and video examples

• Figurative language stations

Evidence

Pre-test, station samples, teacher table conferences, post-test

ANALYZING LANGUAGE 1



Generating Narratives



Competency: I can draft clear, coherent, and effective narrative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences (e.g., blogs, 
podcasts, graphic novels, narrative non-fiction) 

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.D

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Select events in a plot that will hold a reader’s interest • Description

• Dialogue

• Plot

• Reflection

• Sensory Detail

• Sequence3.0
Use description (including sensory details), dialogue, and reflection to develop a 

narrative

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, description, 
dialogue, plot, reflection, sensory detail, sequence) and perform basic processes 
such as:
• Generate a list of words that could be used to describe a character.
• Generate a list of words that could describe an event or location.
• Describe how dialogue can be used to further the plot or reveal aspects of 
character.
• Correctly punctuate dialogue.
• Properly introduce dialogue.
• Generate a list of verbs that could be used to describe how a character says 
something.
• Create a timeline of events that will occur in a narrative.
• Describe how a character might feel about the events that will occur in a 
narrative.
• Describe what a main character or reader might learn from the events in a 
narrative.

• Sensory detail activity

• Show don’t tell notes

• Show don’t tell activity

• Story boards

• Narrative essay

Evidence

Short writing prompts, narrative summative essay

GENERATING NARRATIVES 1



Competency: I can draft clear, coherent, and effective narrative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences (e.g., blogs, 
podcasts, graphic novels, narrative non-fiction)

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.D

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Select events in a plot that will hold a reader’s interest

• Character

• Conflict

• Context

• Description

• Dialogue

• Exposition

• Introduction

• Problem

• Setting

3.0 Introduce the conflict, setting, and characters of a narrative.

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, character, 
conflict, context, description, dialogue, exposition, introduction, problem, setting) 
and perform basic processes such as:
• Explain the purpose of an exposition.
• Describe how a problem or conflict is developed throughout a narrative.
• Generate possible characters and settings for a narrative.
• Generate possible problems characters could encounter in a narrative.
• Create an outline that lists the characters, settings, and problems to be solved in 
a narrative.
• Describe how dialogue and description can introduce a character or 
communicate a setting or problem.
• Describe possible events that might lead up to the exposition or main problem of 
a narrative.

• Sensory detail activity

• Show don’t tell notes

• Show don’t tell activity

• Story boards

• Narrative essay

Evidence

Short writing prompts, narrative summative essay

GENERATING NARRATIVES 2



Task, Audience, and 
Purpose



Competency: I can draft clear, coherent, and effective narrative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences (e.g., blogs, 
podcasts, graphic novels, narrative non-fiction) 

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.6, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.6, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.2

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Evaluate how task, audience, and point of view develops the author's purpose • Author

• Connotation

• Entertain

• Genre

• Inform

• Persuade

• Purpose

• Word Choice

3.0 Describe the overarching purpose of a text

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, author, 
connotation, entertain, genre, inform, persuade, purpose, word choice) and 
perform basic processes such as:
• Describe common purposes of a text (such as to inform, persuade, entertain).
• Identify common genres of texts and their purposes (for example, a speech is 
often persuasive while a scientific article is often informative).
• Decide which genre or type of writing a text falls into.
• Summarize what the headings and titles of a text communicate about the topic 
that is going to be addressed.

• Annotate words and phrases that describe a central idea or event in a text.
• Describe how the connotations of an author’s word choices can reveal his or her 
purpose.

• Purpose notes

• Purpose analysis

• Story analysis

• Purpose and POV comparison

Evidence

Student samples, story analysis, comparison, student conference

AUDIENCE, PURPOSE, AND TASK 1



Competency: I can draft clear, coherent, and effective narrative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences (e.g., blogs, 
podcasts, graphic novels, narrative non-fiction) 

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.4, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.10, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Evaluate how task, audience, and point of view develops the author's purpose

• Author

• Character

• First Person

• Narrator

• Perspective

• Point of View

• Second Person

• Third Person

3.0 Rewrite information or events from a different point of view

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, author, 
character, first person, narrator, perspective, point of view, second person, third 
person) and perform basic processes such as:
• Explain the difference between first-, second-, and third-person points of view.
• Describe the effect of using first-person point of view.
• Describe the effect of using second-person point of view.
• Describe the effect of using third-person point of view.
• Write sentences using a specific point of view.
• Describe why a narrator might be able to say more about the events in a 
narrative than a character in the narrative.
• Explain why trying to see a topic or event from a different point of view might be 
useful or important.

• RAFT writing activity

• Folklore reversals

• Twisted story analysis

Evidence

Writing samples, teacher conferences

AUDIENCE, PURPOSE, AND TASK 2



Competency: I can draft clear, coherent, and effective narrative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences (e.g., blogs, 
podcasts, graphic novels, narrative non-fiction) 

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.4, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.10, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Evaluate how task, audience, and point of view develops the author's purpose
• Author

• Entertain

• Inform

• Persuade

• Purpose 
3.0 Rewrite a text for a different purpose

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, author, 
entertain, inform, persuade, purpose) and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe common purposes of a text (such as to inform, persuade, entertain).
• Describe the types of texts generally associated with a particular purpose.
• Annotate a prompt for evidence that indicates the purpose of a response.
• Identify the type of text a prompt is requesting (such as a summary text, a 
persuasive text, a narrative, an analytical text).
• Explain the purpose for a particular text.

• RAFT writing activity

• Folklore reversals

• Twisted story analysis

Evidence

Writing samples, teacher conferences

AUDIENCE, PURPOSE, AND TASK 3



Competency: I can draft clear, coherent, and effective narrative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences (e.g., blogs, 
podcasts, graphic novels, narrative non-fiction) 

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.4, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.10, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Evaluate how task, audience, and point of view develops the author's purpose • Audience

• Formal 

• Hostile

• Informal 

• Purpose

• Receptive

• Task
3.0 Rewrite a text for a different audience

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, audience, 

formal, hostile, informal, purpose, receptive, task) and perform basic processes 
such as:
• Explain why a text is written in a formal or informal style.
• Describe what kind of audience would read a particular text.
• Explain the difference between a receptive and hostile audience.
• Describe the background knowledge of a defined audience.
• Describe any personal relationships with a defined audience.
• Explain why a defined audience might be receptive or hostile to a particular 
claim or opinion.

• RAFT writing activity

• Folklore reversals

• Twisted story analysis

Evidence

Writing samples, teacher conferences

AUDIENCE, PURPOSE, AND TASK 4



Analyzing Research



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about central ideas in a text as well as connections between individuals, ideas, or 
events in a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print informational texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual 
evidence to support their analyses.

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.3, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.5, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.10

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Evaluate how the overall structure and organization of a text help communicate 
the author’s purpose.

• Analogy

• Category

• Causation

• Comparison

• Connection

• Description

• Distinction

• Problem/Solution

• Sequence

3.0
Explain how an author organizes the content in a text to achieve a specific 
structure Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary and perform basic 
processes such as:
• Describe common text structures (such as description, sequence, causation, 
problem/solution, comparison).
• Annotate words and phrases that indicate a sequence relationship (such as first, 
next, last).
• Annotate words and phrases which indicate a causation relationship (such as 
therefore, because, as a result of).
• Annotate words and phrases that indicate a problem/solution relationship (such 
as answer, dilemma, struggle, resolution).
• Annotate words and phrases that indicate a comparison relationship (such as in 
contrast, unlike, similarly).
• Annotate words and phrases that indicate description (such as for example, 
such as, the properties of, the qualities of).
• Compare how two ideas or events are portrayed in a text.

• Text structure lesson

• Author’s purpose lesson

• Story analysis

• Article sort activity

Evidence

Student samples, article analysis, student conferences, exit slips

ANALYZING TEXT ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE 1



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about central ideas in a text as well as connections between individuals, ideas, or 
events in a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print informational texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual 
evidence to support their analyses
CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.3, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.5, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.10

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Evaluate how the overall structure and organization of a text help communicate 
the author’s purpose.

• Conclusion

• Development

• Introduction

• Subject

• Summarize

• Text Structure

• Description 

• Sequence

• Causation

• Problem/Solution

• Comparison

3.0 Explain how the structure of a text supports the author’s purpose
Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary and perform basic 
processes such as:
• Identify the structure of a text.
• Describe common text structures (such as description, sequence, causation, 
problem/solution, comparison).
• State the author’s purpose in a specific text.
• Describe common parts of a nonfiction text (such as introduction, body, 
conclusion).
• Identify sentences and/or paragraphs which introduce a topic.
• Identify sentences and/or paragraphs which conclude a discussion on a topic.
• Identify the subject of a specific sentence.
• Summarize the content of a specific sentence or paragraph.
• Annotate important sentences in a paragraph.

• Text structure lesson

• Author’s purpose lesson

• Story analysis

• Article sort activity

Evidence

Student samples, article analysis, student conferences, exit slips

ANALYZING TEXT ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE 2



Generating Research



Competency: I can gather and evaluate research to demonstrate an understanding of the use of best 
available evidence by separating credible, relevant, reliable sources from disinformation

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.6, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.7, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.8

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Use a standard citation format when citing sources from multiple print and digital 
sources to support a claim

• Primary

• Prompt

• Question

• Research

• Research Question 

• Source

• Task

• Topic 

3.0 Generate a research question and related questions

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, primary, 
prompt, question, research, research question, source, task, topic) and perform 
basic processes such as:
• Explain the purpose of a research question.
• Narrow a prompt into a manageable topic that can be addressed through a 
research question.
• Identify a specific research topic related to a prompt.
• Determine the task that a prompt is requesting.
• Identify sources which give information about a topic.
• Identify additional research questions or topics that might relate to a primary 
research question.

• Generating research questions activity

• Gathering information webquest

• Parts of an informative essay lesson

• Research Paper 1 unit

Evidence

Student samples, summative paper 1, student conferences

SOURCES AND RESEARCH 3



Competency: I can gather and evaluate research to demonstrate an understanding of the use of best 
available evidence by separating credible, relevant, reliable sources from disinformation

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.6, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.7, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.8

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Use a standard citation format when citing sources from multiple print and digital 
sources to support a claim

• Bias

• Boolean Operator

• Database

• Directory

• Keyword

• Primary Research

• Search Engine

• Search Term

• Secondary Research 

3.0
Use search terms to efficiently gather information from multiple print and digital 
sources

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, bias, Boolean 
operator, database, directory, keyword, primary research, search engine, search 
term, secondary research) and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe common methods for finding information online.
• Describe common methods for finding books, articles, and other printed 
materials.
• Identify different methods of searching for relevant sources (such as search 
engines, databases).
• Use Boolean operators to narrow search results.
• Identify sources which are typically used in academic discourse.
• Summarize information from sources.

• Generating research questions activity

• Gathering information webquest

• Parts of an informative essay lesson

• Research Paper 1 unit

Evidence

Student samples, summative paper 1, student conferences

SOURCES AND RESEARCH 4



Competency: I can draft clear, coherent, and effective informative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences.
CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.E, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.A, 
CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.F, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.E, 
CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Organize paragraphs and information to highlight topics presented in a thesis 
statement.

• Annotate

• Causation

• Comparison

• Description

• Draft

• Example

• Main Idea

• Notes

• Outline

• Problem/Soution

• Prompt

• Sequence

• Support

• Structure

3.0 Generate body sections that present ideas that support a thesis statement.

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, annotate, 
causation, comparison, description, draft, example, main idea, notes, outline, 
problem/solution, prompt, sequence, support, structure) and perform basic 
processes such as:
• Describe common text structures (such as description, sequence, causation, 
problem/solution, comparison).
• List signal words or phrases that indicate the use of a particular structure (for 
example, comparison structures often use words such as unlike, however, and just 
as).
• Describe the structure and purpose of a text.
• Highlight details from notes that address the topic of a text.
• Generate an outline with three reasons for an argument or thesis.
• Match pieces of evidence to the reasons they support.

• Generating research questions activity

• Gathering information webquest

• Parts of an informative essay lesson

• Research Paper 1 unit

Evidence

Student samples, summative paper 1, student conferences

GENERATING TEXT ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE 1



Competency: I can draft clear, coherent, and effective informative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.E, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.A, 
CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.F, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.E, 
CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Organize paragraphs and information to highlight topics presented in a thesis statement.

• Conclusion

• Hook

• Introduction

• Preview

• Resolution

• Summarize 

• Thesis

• Topic Sentence

3.0
Generate introductory and concluding sections that strengthen the ideas presented in the 

body of a text
Resources

• Generating research questions activity

• Gathering information webquest

• Parts of an informative essay lesson
• Research Paper 1 unit

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, conclusion, hook, 

introduction, preview, resolution, summarize, thesis, topic sentence) and perform basic 

processes such as:

• Describe the purpose of an introduction.

• List information that is generally included in an introduction.

• Describe different ways to write a hook for an introduction.

• Generate a single-sentence thesis or topic sentence that addresses the topic in a 

prompt.

• Summarize the parts of a text that will support the claims of a thesis.

• Describe the purpose of a conclusion.

• List information that is generally included in a conclusion.

• Describe how a conclusion should align to the style of a text (for example, describe how 

an informational conclusion differs from a persuasive conclusion).

• Summarize the main ideas of a paragraph in one sentence.

• Explain how the argument of a text relates to a reader.

Evidence

Student samples, summative paper 1, student conferences

GENERATING TEXT ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE 2



Competency: I can draft clear, coherent, and effective informative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.E, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.A, 
CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.F, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.3.E, 
CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Organize paragraphs and information to highlight topics presented in a thesis 
statement.

• Causation

• Comparison 

• Description

• Problem/Solution

• Sequence

• Text Structure

• Transition 3.0 Use transitions to signal lines of reasoning and major ideas in a text

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, causation, 
comparison, description, problem/solution, sequence, text structure, transition) 
and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe the purpose of transitions.
• Describe common text structures (such as description, sequence, causation, 
problem/solution, comparison).
• List transitions that indicate the use of a particular text structure (for example, 
sequential transitions include first, next, last; causation transitions include as a result 
of, because of this).
• Annotate sentences that show relationships among content in a text (for 
example, highlight a sentence that provides evidence for the sentence that came 
before it or a sentence that seems to say the opposite of what came before it).
• Annotate transitions in a text.

• Generating research questions activity

• Gathering information webquest

• Parts of an informative essay lesson

• Research Paper 1 unit

Evidence

Student samples, summative paper 1, student conferences

GENERATING TEXT ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE 3



Speech



Competency: I can engage and initiate effectively in speaking-listening for a variety of purposes and audiences (e.g., informal discussions,
formal presentations), engaging and contributing respectfully and appropriately to diverse perspectives, and expressing ideas clearly and 
purposefully.

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Evaluate how appropriate presentation techniques enhance a speech. • Body language

• Tone

• Eye contact

• Cadence 

3.0
Explain the importance of using appropriate presentation techniques when 

presenting in a public forum.

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example body 
language, eye contact, tone, cadence) and perform basic processes such as:
• Identify characteristics of an effective speech
• Identify the difference between an effective speech and an ineffective speech

• Speech basics activities

• Speech analysis

• Monologue activity

• Persuasive speech activity

• Last animal on Earth activity

Evidence

Speech samples, analysis samples

ANALYZING SPEECH 1



Competency: I can engage and initiate effectively in speaking-listening for a variety of purposes and audiences (e.g., informal discussions,
formal presentations), engaging and contributing respectfully and appropriately to diverse perspectives, and expressing ideas clearly and 
purposefully.

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Incorporate materials that enhance ideas presented in a public forum (i.e. using 
props when acting, or integrating appropriate technology into an argumentative 
speeches)

• Body language

• Tone

• Eye contact

• Cadence 

3.0 Present ideas in a public forum using appropriate body language

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example body 
language, eye contact, tone, cadence) and perform basic processes such as:
• Identify characteristics of an effective speech
• Identify the difference between an effective speech and an ineffective speech

• Speech basics activities

• Speech analysis

• Monologue activity

• Persuasive speech activity

• Last animal on Earth activity

Evidence

Speech samples, analysis samples

SPEECH 1



Competency: I can engage and initiate effectively in speaking-listening for a variety of purposes and audiences (e.g., informal discussions,
formal presentations), engaging and contributing respectfully and appropriately to diverse perspectives, and expressing ideas clearly and 
purposefully.

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Incorporate materials that enhance ideas presented in a public forum (i.e. using 
props when acting, or integrating appropriate technology into an argumentative 
speeches)

• Body language

• Tone

• Eye contact

• Cadence 

3.0 Present ideas in a public forum using appropriate tone

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example body 
language, eye contact, tone, cadence) and perform basic processes such as:
• Identify characteristics of an effective speech
• Identify the difference between an effective speech and an ineffective speech

• Speech basics activities

• Speech analysis

• Monologue activity

• Persuasive speech activity

• Last animal on Earth activity

Evidence

Speech samples, analysis samples

SPEECH 2



Competency: I can engage and initiate effectively in speaking-listening for a variety of purposes and audiences (e.g., informal discussions,
formal presentations), engaging and contributing respectfully and appropriately to diverse perspectives, and expressing ideas clearly and 
purposefully.

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Incorporate materials that enhance ideas presented in a public forum (i.e. using 
props when acting, or integrating appropriate technology into an argumentative 
speeches)

• Body language

• Tone

• Eye contact

• Cadence 

3.0 Present ideas in a public forum using appropriate eye contact

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example body 
language, eye contact, tone, cadence) and perform basic processes such as:
• Identify characteristics of an effective speech
• Identify the difference between an effective speech and an ineffective speech

• Speech basics activities

• Speech analysis

• Monologue activity

• Persuasive speech activity

• Last animal on Earth activity

Evidence

Speech samples, analysis samples

SPEECH 3



Analyzing Claims, Evidence, 
and Reasoning



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about central ideas in a text as well as connections between individuals, ideas, or 

events in a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print informational texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence 
to support their analyses

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.8, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.9, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.8, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.3

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Evaluate the argument in a text by deciding if the reasoning is sound, if the claims 
have sufficient evidence, and if the author appropriately responds to conflicting 
arguments

• Argument

• Backing

• Claim

• Evidence

• Grounds

• Qualifier 

• Reasoning

• Summarize 

3.0 Compare arguments to alternate or opposing arguments

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, argument, 
backing, claim, evidence, grounds, paragraph, qualifier, reasoning, summarize) 
and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe the parts of an argument (such as claim, grounds, backing, qualifier).
• Explain the role of grounds, backing, and qualifiers in a claim.
• Summarize what each paragraph of an argument seems to be saying.
• Annotate a text’s central claims and the grounds for the claims.
• Annotate the evidence, or backing, given in a text.
• Annotate qualifiers in a claim.
• Use a graphic organizer to compare the claims and evidence for two 
arguments.

• Persuasive versus argumentative analysis

• Fallacies in arguments activity

• Credible evidence activity

• Argument analysis

Evidence

Student samples, teacher conferences, exit slips, formative assessment in class

ANALYZING CLAIMS, EVIDENCE, AND REASONING 1



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about central ideas in a text as well as connections between individuals, ideas, or 
events in a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print informational texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence 
to support their analyses

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.8, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.9, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.8, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.3

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Evaluate the argument in a text by deciding if the reasoning is sound, if the claims 
have sufficient evidence, and if the author appropriately responds to conflicting 
arguments

• Accurate

• Cite

• MLA

• Claim

• Credible

• Evidence

• Irrelevant

• Relevant 

• Source

• Sufficient 

3.0
Evaluate the relevance, sufficiency, credibility, and accuracy of evidence for a 

specific claim

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, accurate, 
cite, claim, credible, evidence, irrelevant, relevant, source, sufficient) and perform 
basic processes such as:
• List different kinds of evidence that texts can use (such as statistics, quotes, 
historical facts).
• Describe what makes evidence relevant, sufficient, credible, and accurate.
• Outline the evidence for a claim in a text.
• Annotate evidence in an argument that cites a source.
• Rate the strength of a piece of evidence.

• Persuasive versus argumentative analysis

• Fallacies in arguments activity

• Credible evidence activity

• Argument analysis

Evidence

Student samples, teacher conferences, exit slips, formative assessment in class

ANALYZING CLAIMS, EVIDENCE, AND REASONING 2



Competency: I can comprehend and draw conclusions about central ideas in a text as well as connections between individuals, ideas, or 
events in a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print informational texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence 
to support their analyses

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.8, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.9, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.8, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.3

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Evaluate the argument in a text by deciding if the reasoning is sound, if the claims 
have sufficient evidence, and if the author appropriately responds to conflicting 
arguments

• Argument

• Conclusion

• Fallacy

• Logic

• Premise

• Reasoning

• Premise

• Sound

• Unsound

3.0 Identify errors in reasoning (i.e., logical errors, fallacies) in an argument

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, argument, 
conclusion, fallacy, logic, premise, reasoning, premise, sound, unsound) and 
perform basic processes such as:
• Describe common fallacies (such as using an overly emotional argument, false 
appeals to authority, attacking the opponent instead of the argument).

• Describe the difference between sound and unsound logic.
• Annotate words that indicate a premise (such as since, because, as an 
example).
• Annotate words that indicate a conclusion (such as therefore, consequently, 
thus).
• Outline the logic of an argument (for example, show which premises lead to 
which conclusions).

• Persuasive versus argumentative analysis

• Fallacies in arguments activity

• Credible evidence activity

• Argument analysis

Evidence

Student samples, teacher conferences, exit slips, formative assessment in class

ANALYZING CLAIMS, EVIDENCE, AND REASONING 3



Generating Claims, 
Evidence, and 

Reasoning



Competency: Students will draft clear, coherent, and effective argumentative writing for a range of text types, 

purposes, and audiences

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.D, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.9, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.4

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Defend the claims in an argument by providing relevant and sufficient evidence 
and by acknowledging and refuting a counterclaim

• Backing

• Claim

• Counterclaim

• Evidence

• Fact

• General

• Grounds

• Opinion

• Prompt

• Qualifier

• Specific

3.0 Generate claims and distinguish them from counterclaims

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, backing, 
claim, counterclaim, evidence, fact, general, grounds, opinion, prompt, qualifier, 
specific) and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe the qualities of a claim (for example, it should be specific and should be 
an opinion that can be proved using evidence).
• Describe the role of grounds, backing, and qualifiers in a claim.
• Describe two possible arguments a person could make about a particular topic.
• Explain the grounds for two contrasting claims.
• Make a general claim more specific by incorporating details.
• Make a specific claim more general by removing details.
• Compare two opposing claims for the same argument.

• Writing an argumentative essay unit (menu resource)

Evidence

Argumentative summative essay, student samples, teacher conferences

GENERATING CLAIMS, EVIDENCE, AND REASONING 1



Competency: Students will draft clear, coherent, and effective argumentative writing for a range of text types, purposes, and audiences

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.D, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.9, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.4

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Defend the claims in an argument by providing relevant and sufficient evidence 
and by acknowledging and refuting a counterclaim

• Claim

• Evidence

• Logical

• Reasoning

• Relevant

• Sufficient 

3.0 Support claims with logical reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, claim, 
evidence, logical, reasoning, relevant, sufficient) and perform basic processes such 
as:
• Describe different types of evidence that can support a claim.

• Annotate notes and texts for evidence that could support a claim.
• Outline claims and specific pieces of evidence that support them.
• Explain why it is important to have relevant and sufficient evidence.
• Annotate a paragraph’s claims and matching evidence in coordinating colors.
• Describe why a piece of evidence supports a claim.
• Use evidence to determine the backing and qualifier(s) for a claim.

• Writing an argumentative essay unit (menu resource)

Evidence

Argumentative summative essay, student samples, teacher conferences

GENERATING CLAIMS, EVIDENCE, AND REASONING 2



Comparing Texts



Competency: Students will draft clear, coherent, and effective argumentative writing for a range of text types, 

purposes, and audiences

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.5, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.7, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.9, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.7

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Evaluate the similarities and differences between an adapted text and the original • Adaptation

• Character

• Observation

• Plot

• Production

• Setting3.0 Describe the faithfulness of a live or filmed production to a source text

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, adaptation, 
character, observation, plot, production, setting) and perform basic processes 
such as:
• Summarize observations gained while watching a film or live production.
• Identify the characters, setting, and plot in both an original text and its 

adaptation.
• Identify several themes in an original text and its adaptation.
• Compare different plot elements from an original text and its adaptation.
• Note any characters or events that are missing from or added to an adaptation 
of a text.
• Describe the visual style of a film or production.
• Describe how a text portrays specific characters and settings.

• Differences activity

• Archetypes lesson

• Advantages and disadvantages lesson

• Comparison assignment

Evidence

Student samples, book to movie literature circle, comparison summative project

COMPARING TEXTS 1



Competency: Students will draft clear, coherent, and effective argumentative writing for a range of text types, purposes, and audiences

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.5, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.7, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.9, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.7

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Evaluate the similarities and differences between an adapted text and the original

• Allusion

• Archetype

• Coming-of-Age

• Hero

• Mentor

• Myth

• Quest

• Reference

• Revenge

• Theme

• Transformation

• Underdog

• Villain

3.0
Describe how a work of fiction draws on character types, patterns of events, and 
themes from classic texts

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, allusion, 
archetype, coming-of-age, hero, mentor, myth, quest, reference, revenge, theme, 
transformation, underdog, villain) and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe character archetypes (such as the hero, the mentor, the underdog, the 
villain).
• Classify a well-known character from a text or film as a specific character type.
• Describe archetypal patterns of events (such as quest, revenge, transformation).
• Identify a well-known story that follows a particular pattern of events.
• Describe thematic archetypes (such as love conquers all, greed as downfall, loss 
of innocence, coming-of-age).
• Identify a text that conveys a thematic archetype.

• Differences activity

• Archetypes lesson

• Advantages and disadvantages lesson

• Comparison assignment

Evidence

Student samples, book to movie literature circle, comparison summative project

COMPARING TEXTS 2



Competency: Students will draft clear, coherent, and effective argumentative writing for a range of text types, purposes, and audiences

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.5, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.7, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RL.8.9, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.RI.8.7

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Evaluate the similarities and differences between an adapted text and the original

• Drama

• Fiction

• Free Verse

• Genre

• Nonfiction

• Poetry

• Prose

• Sestina

• Sonnet

• Verse

3.0
Describe the advantages and disadvantages of expressing ideas in various media 
(including genres such as poetry, prose, and drama)

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, drama, 
fiction, free verse, genre, nonfiction, poetry, prose, sestina, sonnet, verse) and 
perform basic processes such as:
• Describe basic text genres (such as poetry, prose, drama).
• Describe the techniques a particular genre uses to communicate a story or idea.
• Describe common poetry forms.
• Describe how a reader or viewer interacts with a particular medium.
• Compare elements that differ between genres or mediums.
• Describe different literary techniques that can convey information (such as 
description, narration, dialogue).
• Describe how information can be communicated visually, without the use of 
words.

• Differences activity

• Archetypes lesson

• Advantages and disadvantages lesson

• Comparison assignment

Evidence

Student samples, book to movie literature circle, comparison summative project

COMPARING TEXTS 3



Parts of Speech



Competency: I can read and write for meaning while using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 

skills with fluency and independence at grade level complexity

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.1.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.1.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.1.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.1.D, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.3.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Decide when to switch verb tenses or moods to signal a shift in time or to add 
interest

• Action

• Active Voice

• Formal

• Passive Voice

• Subject

• Verb3.0 Use active and passive verbs to achieve particular effects

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, action, active 
voice, formal, passive voice, subject, verb) and perform basic processes such as:
• Identify the subject and verb of a particular sentence.
• Describe how active voice usually affects the order of the subject and verb in a 
sentence and a sentence’s meaning.
• Describe how passive voice usually affects the order of the subject and verb in a 
sentence and a sentence’s meaning.
• Describe situations when using passive voice might be appropriate (for example, 
when the subject who did the action is unknown).
• Annotate sentences with passive voice in a text.
• Rewrite a sentence with passive voice in active voice.
• Rewrite a sentence with active voice in passive voice.

• 5-a-day grammar

Evidence

Daily grammar, writing samples

PARTS OF SPEECH 1



Competency: I can read and write for meaning while using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 

skills with fluency and independence at grade level complexity

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.1.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.1.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.1.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.1.D, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.3.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0
Decide when to switch verb tenses or moods to signal a shift in time or to add 
interest

• Conditional

• Gerund

• Imperative

• Indicative

• Infinitive

• Interrogative

• Mood

• Participle

• Subjunctive

• Tense

• Verbal

3.0 Explain the functions of verb tenses and moods

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, conditional, 
gerund, imperative, indicative, infinitive, interrogative, mood, participle, 
subjunctive, tense, verbal) and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe how a verbal is different than a verb.
• Identify verbs that are always followed by an infinitive.
• Explain how a gerund functions in a sentence.
• Describe the purpose of verb mood.
• Give examples of sentences in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, 
conditional, and subjunctive moods.
• Describe patterns that suggest which verb mood is being used (for example, 
when the interrogative mood is being used, the verb often precedes the noun).
• Describe when it might be appropriate to use a particular verb mood (for 
example, the imperative mood is often used when giving directions).

• 5-a-day grammar

Evidence

Daily grammar, writing samples

PARTS OF SPEECH 2



Editing



Competency: I can read and write for meaning while using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 

skills with fluency and independence at grade level complexity

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Develop a strategy for editing drafts • Annotate

• Capitalize

• Italicize

• Noun 

• Proper Nouns

• Quotation Marks

• Title
3.0 Edit for capitalization and proper formatting of titles

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, annotate, 
capitalize, italicize, noun, proper nouns, quotation marks, title) and perform basic 
processes such as:
• List types of texts whose titles should be italicized.
• List types of texts whose titles should be in quotations.
• Identify which words should be capitalized in a title.
• List types of nouns that should be capitalized.
• Annotate words in a draft that may need to be capitalized.

• 5-a-day grammar

Evidence

Daily grammar, writing samples, summative essays

EDITING 1



Competency: I can read and write for meaning while using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy skills with 

fluency and independence at grade level complexity.

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Develop a strategy for editing drafts • Comma

• Dash

• Dialogue

• Edit

• Ellipsis

• Omission

• Quote
3.0 Edit for proper use of commas, dashes, and ellipses

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, comma, 
dash, dialogue, edit, ellipsis, omission, quote) and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe when a comma is commonly used (such as after a clause at the 
beginning of a sentence, between two independent clauses joined by a 
conjunction).
• Describe when a dash might be used to indicate a pause.
• Identify the functions of an ellipsis (to represent an omission or to represent a long 
pause).
• Annotate which parts of a long quote support a claim to determine if an ellipsis 
can be used.
• Annotate dialogue or sentences where a dash could be used to indicate an 
interruption or sudden change in thought.

• 5-a-day grammar

Evidence

Daily grammar, writing samples, summative essays

EDITING 2



Competency: I can read and write for meaning while using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 

skills with fluency and independence at grade level complexity

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.A, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.B, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.L.8.2.C, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.5

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Develop a strategy for editing drafts
• Dictionary

• Spellcheck 

• Vocabulary 

3.0 Edit for spelling errors

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, dictionary, 
spellcheck, vocabulary) and perform basic processes such as:
• Review a document using spellcheck and correct the words that are misspelled.
• Highlight words that may be spelled incorrectly.
• Use a dictionary to verify the spelling of an unfamiliar word.
• Correctly spell directly taught vocabulary.
• Make a list of words that are commonly misspelled.

• Personal reviews

• Peer reviews

Evidence

Summative essay evaluations

EDITING 3



Revision



Competency: I can read and write for meaning while using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy 

skills with fluency and independence at grade level complexity

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.D, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.E, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Select revisions that will make a previously written piece stronger

• Adverbial Clause

• Clause

• Complex Sentence

• Compound Sentence 

• Phrase

• Repetition

• Revise

• Simple Sentence

• Syntax

3.0 Rewrite sentences so that syntax and sentence forms are varied

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, adverbial 
clause, clause, complex sentence, compound sentence, phrase, repetition, revise, 
simple sentence, syntax) and perform basic processes such as:
• Describe simple, complex, and compound sentences.
• Annotate simple, complex, and compound sentences in a rough draft in different 
ways.
• Annotate a word or phrase that begins multiple sentences within a paragraph or 
text.
• Generate strategies for varying and adding interest to sentences with similar 
lengths and word choices.
• Add transitions to texts to clarify the relationships between sentences and add 
interest.
• Combine two short simple sentences to create a longer, more complex 
sentence.

• Personal reviews

• Peer reviews

Evidence

Summative essay evaluations

REVISION 1



Competency: I can read and write for meaning while using a variety of strategies to apply and extend literacy skills with fluency and 
independence at grade level complexity

CCSS Standard(s): CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.1.D, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.W.8.2.E, CCSS.ELA‐LITERACY.SL.8.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0 Select revisions that will make a previously written piece stronger

• Abbreviation

• Contraction

• Casual

• Formal

• Informal 

• Quote

• Reference

• Slang

• Summary

• Synonym

3.0 Revise writing to maintain a formal style

Resources

2.0

The student will recognize or recall specific vocabulary (for example, abbreviation, 
contraction, casual, formal, informal, quote, reference, slang, summary, synonym) 
and perform basic processes such as:
• Explain the differences between a formal and informal writing style.
• Explain when a formal style should be used.
• Annotate slang or words that sound informal.
• Annotate contractions.
• Annotate abbreviations that may be too informal for academic writing.
• Annotate quotes or summarized texts that should be cited.
• Generate a list of synonyms that could replace simple or over-used vocabulary 
(for example, the word great could be replaced with impressive, excellent, or 
important).

• Personal reviews

• Peer reviews

Evidence

Summative essay evaluations

REVISION 2


