
Competency Title: Reading Literature
Competency Statement- Students will critically evaluate a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence.
Standards-R.I.7.1, R.I.7.2, R.I.7.3, R.I.7.4, R.I.7.5, R.I.7.6, R.I.7.7, R.I.7.8, R.I.7.9, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.4, L.7.5, L.7.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Evaluate how the structure of a work contributes to the development of its themes (for
example, construct an argument about how the structure of the narrative in Guy de
Maupassant’s “The Necklace,” especially the ending, enhances the themes of the text).

• Introduction
• Body
• Description

• Conclusion
• Sequence
• Causation

Resources

3.0

Student will:
ATOS1: Explain how the structure of a nonfiction text contributes to its meaning

Freedom Summer Unit
Day of Tears Unit
Roll of Thunder Hear my Cry/Stella by Starlight Unit
Graphic Novel Literature Circle Unit

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

2.0

Student will:
• Describe the purpose of an introduction, body, and conclusion in a text.
• Identify the introduction, conclusion, and body of a text.
• Describe common text structures (such as description, sequence, causation,
problem/solution, comparison).
• Identify different kinds of texts that generally use a particular text structure (for example,
recipes usually use a sequence structure, newspaper articles usually use a description
structure).
• Highlight words or phrases that signal the use of a particular text structure.
• Summarize the main idea of a paragraph or section of a larger text.

Evidence

Multi-Genre Capstone project Day of Tears and Freedom Summer
Graphic Novel Unit Capstone Project
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Nonfiction Structure (ATOS) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Literature
Competency Statement - Students will critically evaluate a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence.
Standard – R.I.7.1, R.I.7.2, R.I.7.3, R.I.7.4, R.I.7.5, R.I.7.6, R.I.7.7, R.I.7.8, R.I.7.9, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.4, L.7.5, L.7.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
• Evaluate how the structure of a work contributes to the development of its themes (for
example, construct an argument about how the structure of the narrative in Guy de
Maupassant’s “The Necklace,” especially the ending, enhances the themes of the text).

• Drama
• Dialogue
• Scenes
• Prologue
• Epilogue

Exposition
Rising Action
Falling Action
Resolution
Omniscience
Climax

3.0

Student Will:
ATOS2: Explain how the structure of a story or drama contributes to its meaning

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe how the structure of a drama is different than the structure of a narrative or
informational text (for example, a drama uses stage directions and dialogue to convey setting
and plot while a narrative uses description, narration, and dialogue).
• Identify different structural elements of a drama (such as acts, scenes, prologue, epilogue).
• Describe the purpose of different structural elements of a drama.
• Identify the different elements of plot structure (exposition, rising action, climax, falling
action, resolution).
• Create a plot structure diagram for a drama.
• Identify the genre of a drama by describing characteristics of that genre (for example, 
identify
tragedies or comedies by their ending).

Short Stories Unit
Hamilton Unit
(Salem) Mock Trials
A Christmas Carol
Day of Tears
October Mourning

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Capstone Project for Short Stories and Hamilton Units
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Story Structure (ATOS) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Literature
Competency Statement - Students will critically evaluate a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence.
Standard – CCSS – R.I.7.1, R.I.7.2, R.I.7.3, R.I.7.4, R.I.7.5, R.I.7.6, R.I.7.7, R.I.7.8, R.I.7.9, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.4, L.7.5, L.7.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
• Evaluate how the structure of a work contributes to the development of its themes (for
example, construct an argument about how the structure of the narrative in Guy de
Maupassant’s “The Necklace,” especially the ending, enhances the themes of the text).

• Break
• Syllable
• Acoustic
• Ballad
• Cinquain
• Concrete poem
• End Stop
• Sonnet
• Stanza

• Form
• Free Verse
• Haiku
• Limerick
• Line Poem
• Lyric
• Narrative
• Rhythm
• Speaker

3.0

Student Will:
ATOS3:Explain how the structure of a poem contributes to its meaning

Resources

2.0

Student Will:
• Describe how the structure of a poem is different than the structure of a prose text (for
example, a poem has lines instead of sentences and stanzas instead of paragraphs).
• Describe the impact of line and stanza breaks on a poem’s meaning.
• Describe the characteristics of different forms of poetry.
• Identify the form of a poem.
• Summarize what is stated in a line or stanza of a poem.
• Identify rhyme and specific rhythmic patterns in poetry.
• Identify enjambed and end-stopped lines.

Hamilton Unit
Nikki Giovanni Poems Mini-Lessons
Poetry Unit

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources
Creative Poetry Final Project

Learning Target: Poem Structure (ATOS) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Informational
Competency Statement- Students will critically evaluate a variety of informational texts on the same subject of increasingly complex informational texts, citing a range of relevant, accurate textual 
evidence.
Standard – R.I.7.1, R.I.7.2, R.I.7.3, R.I.7.4, R.I.7.5, R.I.7.6, R.I.7.7, R.I.7.8, R.I.7.9, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.4, L.7.5, L.7.6

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
• Evaluate how well an author presents an argument by examining a text’s claims,
counterclaims, evidence, and reasoning (for example, evaluate how well teen author Lauren
Miller presents her opinion about homework in the article “The Homework Revolution” at
teenink.com and determine if there are any conclusions she makes that seem to be lacking
evidence).

• Argument
• Claim
• Evidence
• Reasoning
• Valid
• Qualitative
• Logic
• Anecdotal

• Backing
• Counterclaim
• Grounds
• Summarize
• Invalid
• Quantitative
• Longitudinal

3.0

Student will:
• AIT1—Describe how a main idea develops over the course of a text (for example, explain 

how details are used in Danny Lewis’ article at smithsonianmag.com, “A New Earth-Sized 
Planet is Getting Astronomers Riled Up,” to introduce, develop, and conclude the 
discussion of the importance of a newly discovered planet).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe the parts of an argument (such as claim, grounds, backing, qualifier).
• Explain why each part of an argument is important.
• Identify each part of an argument in a text.
• Annotate each claim in a text and its accompanying evidence and reasoning.
• Describe the author’s central claim in a text.
• Describe the role of grounds, backing, and qualifiers in an argument.

Witches! The Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem
Constructive Controversy

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Mock Trials/Constructive Controversy “Debates”
(Salem) Mock Trials
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Main Idea Development (ACER) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Informational
Competency Statement- Students will critically evaluate a variety of informational texts on the same subject of increasingly complex informational texts, citing a range of relevant, accurate textual 
evidence.
Standard – CCSS - Reading: Information; Writing; Language; Speaking & Listening

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
• Evaluate how well an author presents an argument by examining a text’s claims,
counterclaims, evidence, and reasoning (for example, evaluate how well teen author Lauren
Miller presents her opinion about homework in the article “The Homework Revolution” at
teenink.com and determine if there are any conclusions she makes that seem to be lacking
evidence).

• Anecdote
• Data
• Evidence
• Fact
• Novice

• Context
• Triangulation
• Example
• Quote
• Expertise

3.0

Student will:
AIT2—Describe how a theme develops over the course of a text (for example, describe how 
Meg’s understanding of individuality and being different changes by the end of Madeleine 
L’Engle’s book A Wrinkle in Time, explain what theme her opinions reveal, and describe which 
events caused her to change her mind about the idea of being unique).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe types of information that might be used as evidence for a claim (such as quotes,
facts, data, anecdotes).
• Annotate the evidence for a claim.
• Count the number of each type of evidence in a text.
• Compare different kinds of evidence and explain which are the least disputable (for 
example,
a fact is harder to argue with than an anecdote).
• Describe how a piece of evidence provides backing for a claim.

Witches! The Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem
Constructive Controversy
Women's History Research

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Mock Trials/Constructive Controversy “Debates”
(Salem) Witch Trials
Women's Historical Museum Exhibit
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Theme Development (ACER) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Informational
Competency Statement- Students will critically evaluate a variety of informational texts on the same subject of increasingly complex informational texts, citing a range of relevant, accurate textual 
evidence.
Standard – CCSS - Reading: Information; Writing; Language; Speaking & Listening

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
• Evaluate how well an author presents an argument by examining a text’s claims,
counterclaims, evidence, and reasoning (for example, evaluate how well teen author Lauren
Miller presents her opinion about homework in the article “The Homework Revolution” at
teenink.com and determine if there are any conclusions she makes that seem to be lacking
evidence).

• Anecdote
• Data
• Evidence
• Fact
• Novice

• Context
• Triangulation
• Example
• Quote
• Expertise

3.0

Student will:
ACER1—Trace an argument and its claims (for example, determine the central claim in 
“They’re Coming for Your Cigarettes. But That’s Ok” at nytimes.com and what conclusions the 
writers draw about the issue of smoking in rented residences).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe types of information that might be used as evidence for a claim (such as quotes,
facts, data, anecdotes).
• Annotate the evidence for a claim.
• Count the number of each type of evidence in a text.
• Compare different kinds of evidence and explain which are the least disputable (for 
example,
a fact is harder to argue with than an anecdote).
• Describe how a piece of evidence provides backing for a claim.

Witches! The Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem
Constructive Controversy
Women's History Research

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Mock Trials/Constructive Controversy “Debates”
(Salem) Witch Trials
Women's Historical Museum Exhibit
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Tracing an Argument (ACER) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Informational
Competency Statement-Students will critically evaluate a variety of informational texts on the same subject of increasingly complex informational texts, citing a range of relevant, accurate textual 
evidence.
Standard – CCSS - Reading: Information; Writing; Language; Speaking & Listening

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
• Evaluate how well an author presents an argument by examining a text’s claims,
counterclaims, evidence, and reasoning (for example, evaluate how well teen author Lauren
Miller presents her opinion about homework in the article “The Homework Revolution” at
teenink.com and determine if there are any conclusions she makes that seem to be lacking
evidence).

• Attack
• Conclusion
• Fallacy
• Faulty
• Straw Man

• Logic
• Interpretation
• Reasoning
• Solution
• Ad Hominem

3.0

Student will:
ACER2—Evaluate the relevance and sufficiency of evidence (for example, read Lauren 
Miller’s “The Homework Revolution” at teenink.com and evaluate the relevance and 
sufficiency of her evidence for the claim that schools are assigning too much homework).

2.0 Student will:
• Annotate sentences in a text where an author interprets evidence.
• Annotate words or phrases in a text that indicate why an author believes a piece of 
evidence
supports a claim.
• Explain how someone with a different opinion than the author of a text might interpret a
piece of evidence.
• Annotate the author’s conclusions or solutions in a text.
• Identify language that is overly emotional, inflammatory, or possibly biased.
• Explain that attacking an opponent’s claim using emotional language but no evidence is a
logical fallacy.

Resources

Witches! The Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem
Constructive Controversy
Women's History Research

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Mock Trials/Constructive Controversy “Debates”
(Salem) Witch Trials
Women's Historical Museum Exhibit
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Evaluate Evidence (ACER) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Literature
Competency Statement – Students will critically evaluate a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence.
Standard – CCSS – Reading: Literature; Writing

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Analyze how multiple storylines connect and interact in a narrative (for example, explain how
storylines concerning the Greek gods and goddesses, such as Aphrodite and Eris, interact with
the storylines concerning human characters, such as Paris and Helen, and influence events in
Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of the Iliad by Rosemary Sutcliff).

• Character
• Climax
• Turning Point

• Setting
• Time

3.0

Student will:
AN1—Analyze how the elements in a narrative text interact (for example, describe how the 
character Madame Loisel changes in Guy de Maupassant’s “The Necklace” after she loses the 
necklace at the ball and how this event affects her living situation, actions, and attitude 
towards life).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Identify the primary conflicts in a text.
• Identify the characters engaged in a text’s conflicts.
• Identify the settings of a text.
• Describe how settings contribute to a conflict in a text.
• Identify a turning point in a text.
• Describe how a character changes after a turning point in a text.
• Identify important changes in time and setting in a text.

White Circle Perspective Narrative Writing Project (short stories)
Eleanor Roosevelt Unit
Rosa Parks Unit
Jeffrey/Dorcas Slave Narrative Writing
Harris and Me

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Short Stories Capstone Project
"The Final Chapter" Final project for Harris and Me
Graphic Novel Group Project
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Narrative Elements (AN) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Literature
Competency Statement – Students will critically evaluate a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence.
Standard – CCSS – Reading: Literature; Writing

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Analyze how multiple storylines connect and interact in a narrative (for example, explain how
storylines concerning the Greek gods and goddesses, such as Aphrodite and Eris, interact 
with
the storylines concerning human characters, such as Paris and Helen, and influence events in
Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of the Iliad by Rosemary Sutcliff).

• Action
• Conflict
• Description
• Point of View
• Relationship

• Character
• Dialogue
• Motive
• Narration
• Narrator
• Perspective

3.0

Student will:
AN2—Analyze how characters’ or narrators’ points of view are developed and contrasted 
in a narrative text (for example, describe how Gary Soto contrasts the points of view of Yollie 
and Mrs. Moreno in “Mother and Daughter” and describe how their points of view affect 
how they approach the problem of Yollie needing a new dress).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Annotate words or phrases in dialogue, narration, or description that show how a character
feels about a situation.
• Annotate words or phrases in dialogue, narration, or description that show why a character
acts the way he or she does.
• Describe how different characters in a text react to the same event.
• Describe how different characters in a text feel about the same event.
• Describe a character’s goals or motives in a narrative.
• Compare two different characters in a text.

Short Stories Unit
Dragon Dragon
Graphic Novel Unit

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Graphic Novel Group Capstone Project
Short Stories Capstone Project
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: POV Development (AN) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Literature
Competency Statement– Students will critically evaluate a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence.
Standard – CCSS – Reading: Literature; Writing

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Analyze how multiple storylines connect and interact in a narrative (for example, explain how
storylines concerning the Greek gods and goddesses, such as Aphrodite and Eris, interact with
the storylines concerning human characters, such as Paris and Helen, and influence events in
Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of the Iliad by Rosemary Sutcliff).

• Attitude
• Character
• Description
• Setting
• Tone

• Mood
• Narration
• Pattern
• Subject
• Word Choice

3.0

Student will:
AN3—Explain how tone and mood are developed through word choice in a narrative text 
(for example, describe how Jack London develops mood and tone through his descriptions of 
the setting and main character of “To Build a Fire”).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe differences between mood and tone.
• Annotate words or phrases that describe a setting in a text.
• Identify the settings of a text.
• Annotate words or phrases that describe a character or topic in a text.
• Describe patterns of word choice in a text.
• Describe how descriptions of a setting make a reader feel about the setting.
• Describe how descriptions of a character and his or her actions make a reader feel about 
that character.

Short Stories Unit
Dragon Dragon
Graphic Novel Unit
Harris and Me

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Graphic Novel Group Capstone Project
Short Stories Capstone Project
"The Final Chapter" Final for Harris and Me
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Tone and Mood (AN) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Informational
Competency Statement- Students will critically evaluate a variety of informational texts on the same subject of increasingly complex informational texts, citing a range of relevant, accurate textual 
evidence.
Standards –

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
• Evaluate an author’s use of one or more points of view (for example, explain that Nikki
Giovanni uses an adult point of view in “A Poem for My Librarian, Mrs. Long” to comment on
events experienced as a child, describe how the poem would be different if Giovanni had
written it from a child’s perspective, and decide if the adult point of view is the most 
effective).

• Evidence
• First Person
• Main Idea
• Second Person
• Summarize

• Opposing
• Point of View
• Position
• Third Person

3.0

Student will:
APV1—Explain how an author distinguishes his or her point of view from the position of 
others (for example, outline the different points of view presented in Rik Stevens’ “Is 
‘America’s Stonehenge’ History or Hooey?” at tweentribune.com and describe how the 
author maintains an objective position on the topic).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe characteristics of first-, second-, and third-person points of view.
• Identify first-, second-, and third-person points of view in a text.
• Annotate places in a text where an author addresses alternative perspectives or points of
view.
• Annotate words or phrases that reveal an author’s point of view or feelings about a topic.
• Summarize what is known about an opposing point of view or variation on the position
presented in a text.

Short Stories Unit
Graphic Novel Unit
And Then There Were None
Harris and Me

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Capstone Essay for Short Stories
Capstone Project for And Then There Were None
Capstone Project for Graphic Novel Unit
The "Final Chapter" Final for Harris and Me
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Distinguishing POV (APV) 7th Grade

https://charlestoncusd1-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/bickfordm_charleston_k12_il_us/Eo3bYaOvem5AhSkQxXYv7SgBZOwHjicm06mb76qwd_dHQA?e=6cgbgz


Competency Title: Reading Informational
Competency Statement –Students will critically evaluate a variety of informational texts on the same subject of increasingly complex informational texts, citing a range of relevant, accurate textual 
evidence.
Standard –

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Evaluate how successfully an interpretation of a text or historical event adds dramatic
elements or brings clarity to the source material (for example, evaluate how Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow’s “Paul Revere’s Ride” uses poetic techniques to interpret actual 
historic events, and describe the purpose for Longfellow’s choices concerning content and 
style; compare the events in the poem to Paul Revere’s own account of what happened in his 
1798 letter to Jeremy Belknap or to other historically accurate descriptions of the evening’s 
events).

• Audio
• Interpretation
• Medium
• Multimedia

• Portrayal
• Set
• Version
• Visual

3.0

Student will:
CT1—Compare the portrayal of the same topic or text in different media (for example, read 
a script version and watch a filmed version of Lucille Fletcher’s Sorry, Wrong Number and 
describe how hearing the actors perform the script adds to the listener’s understanding of the 
characters and contributes to the suspense of the story).

2.0

Student will:
• Summarize how a setting is described in a source text.
• Summarize how the main characters are described in a source text.
• Outline important events in a source text.
• Describe how a setting is portrayed in a film or theatrical version of a source text.
• Describe the characters included in an interpretation of a text, including their important
characteristics and important events they are involved in.
• Describe how important events in an interpretation of a text are relayed through character
actions, sound, or set pieces.
• Compare the experience of reading to viewing or listening.
• Compare the ways different mediums (such as films, plays, websites, audio recordings, 
texts)
• Communicate ideas or information

Resources

Dahl/Hitchcock Activity (Short Stories)
Harris & Me Unit
Women’s History Museum Project
Freedom Summer novel/movie comparison activity
Hamilton: The Revolution
Revolutionary War Unit - 18th Century Strongly Worded Pamphlets/Flyers to 21st Century 
"Angry Tweets" Empower Playlist

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Harris & Me Capstone Essay/Project
Roald Dahl/Alfred Hitchcock Comparative Essay

Learning Target: Comparing Text and Media (CT) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Literature
Competency Statement – Students will critically evaluate a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence.
Standard – CCSS Reading: Information; Reading: Literature, Writing; Language

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Evaluate how successfully an interpretation of a text or historical event adds dramatic
elements or brings clarity to the source material (for example, evaluate how Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow’s “Paul Revere’s Ride” uses poetic techniques to interpret actual 
historic events, and describe the purpose for Longfellow’s choices concerning content and 
style; compare the events in the poem to Paul Revere’s own account of what happened in his 
1798 letter to Jeremy Belknap or to other historically accurate descriptions of the evening’s 
events).

• Characters
• Event

• Details
• Historical Fiction
• Historical Figure

3.0

Student will:
CT2—Compare a fictional account to a historical account of the same period (for example, 
compare how the San Francisco earthquake of 1906 is portrayed in Laurence Yep’s 
Dragonwings to how it is portrayed in historical accounts of the quake; describe how Yep 
created drama and tension in the plot through his description of the event). Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe common characteristics of historical fiction (for example, the time period will likely
be portrayed accurately, but main characters and their personal conflicts are likely fictional).
• Describe the setting and social customs in a historical fiction text.
• Describe how a setting is portrayed in a historical document and in a historical fiction text.
• Identify characters from a historical fiction text who are described in a historical document 
or who played important roles in a historical event.
• Identify events from a historical fiction text that are described in a historical document.
• Use a graphic organizer to compare details from a historical document and a historical 
fiction text.

Laurence Yep Unit (Dragonwings and The Homecoming)
Eddie Tulane Activity (Roll of Thunder Hear my Cry)
Fannie Lou Hamer Mini-Unit
Eleanor Roosevelt Unit
Lincoln Unit
Slavery, Freedom, and Reconstruction
Women’s History Museum Project
Hamilton: A Revolution Interdisciplinary Unit
American Revolution Interdisciplinary Unit
October Mourning

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Mini Project/Argumentative Essay for Yep UnitPoetry Capstone Project
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Compare Fiction and History (CT) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Reading Literature
Competency Statement – Students will critically evaluate a variety of increasingly complex print and non-print literary texts, citing a range of relevant and accurate textual evidence.
Standard – CCSS Reading: Information; Reading: Literature, Writing; Language

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Evaluate how successfully an interpretation of a text or historical event adds dramatic
elements or brings clarity to the source material (for example, evaluate how Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow’s “Paul Revere’s Ride” uses poetic techniques to interpret actual 
historic events, and describe the purpose for Longfellow’s choices concerning content and 
style; compare the events in the poem to Paul Revere’s own account of what happened in his 
1798 letter to Jeremy Belknap or to other historically accurate descriptions of the evening’s 
events).

• Claim
• Compare
• Word choice

• Evidence
• Summarize
• Technique
• Tone

Resources

Slavery, Freedom, & Reconstruction Unit
Freedom Summer
(Salem) Mock Trial/Constructive Controversy Unit
Revolutionary War Unit
-Fever 1793
-Sophia's War
-Chains

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

3.0

Student will:
CT3—Compare the techniques and evidence two authors use to present their perspectives 
on the same topic (for example, compare two opinions about standardized testing from the 
USA Today Editorial Board’s “Test Opt-Outs Teach Kids Wrong Lesson: Our View” and 
Jeanette Deutermann and Lisa Rudley’s “Standardized Tests Kill Learning: Opposing View” at 
usatoday.com and explain how each text uses and interprets evidence to support its 
perspective).

2.0

Student will:
• Annotate the evidence provided in two texts addressing the same topic.
• Annotate words or phrases that show how an author interprets pieces of evidence.
• Summarize the main idea or central claim in two texts addressing the same topic.
• Compare two texts addressing the same topic.
• Annotate words or phrases in two texts addressing the same topic that show the authors’
tones.

Evidence

Slavery, Freedom, & Reconstruction Annotated Bibliography
Freedom Summer Annotated Bibliography
Mock Trial/Constructive Controversy “Debate”
Revolutionary War Capstone project
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Comparing Perspectives (CT) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Foundational Reading Skills
Competency Statement – Students will actively read to make meaning through etymology and clues within the text to apply and extend literacy skills with fluency.
Standard – CCSS – Reading-Literature; Writing

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Analyze how an author uses language to communicate a complex idea (for example, analyze
how Carl Sandberg uses a variety of descriptive words and figurative language to portray the
city of Chicago in “Chicago,” generate an opinion about what Sandburg is trying to
communicate about the city, and find specific lines or words in the text that support the
opinion).

• Connotative
• Formal
• Mood,
• Negative

• Denotative
• Positive
• Theme
• Tone

3.0

Student will:
AL1—Explain how the connotative meanings of words and phrases impact a text’s tone, 
mood, or theme(s) (for example, describe how the word choices in a passage from John 
Steinbeck’s Travels with Charley: In Search of America characterize the places he visits and 
reveal the passage’s tone). Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Annotate examples of words or phrases with strong connotations in a text.
• Explain the possible connotative meanings of a word or phrase in context.
• Describe the difference between formal and informal tones.
• Explain how the connotative meaning of a word or phrase emphasizes the theme of a text.
• Give examples of words that can create a formal or informal tone in a text (such as slang,
academic language).
• Give examples of words that create a particular emotional mood in a text (such as positively
connoted terms, negatively connoted terms).

Dahl/Hitchcock Lessons
Poetry Unit
Mock Trial of Mary Worth lesson
Urban Legends activity
Hamilton's/Dr. Rush's "Strongly-Worded 18th century Pamphet Wars" to " 21st 
Century Tweets" activity

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Theme Analysis Essay
Poetry Analysis Essay
Hamilton/Bill of Rights Strongly-worded Pamphlet/slam poetry duels
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Connotation (AL) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Foundational Reading Skills
Competency Statement– Students will actively read to make meaning through etymology and clues within the text to apply and extend literacy skills with fluency.
Standard – CCSS – Reading-Literature; Writing

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Analyze how an author uses language to communicate a complex idea (for example, analyze
how Carl Sandberg uses a variety of descriptive words and figurative language to portray the
city of Chicago in “Chicago,” generate an opinion about what Sandburg is trying to
communicate about the city, and find specific lines or words in the text that support the
opinion).

• Alliteration
• Figurative Language
• Hyperbole
• Idiom
• Irony
• Metaphor

• Metonymy
• Onomatopoeia
• Personification
• Repetition
• Simile
• Synecdoche

3.0

Student will:
AL2—Explain how figurative language impacts a text’s tone, mood, or theme(s) (for 
example,
describe how Emily Dickinson’s use of language in “The Railway Train” develops an extended
metaphor and themes about the relationships among people, technology, and the natural
world).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Give examples of common types of figurative language.
• Annotate examples of figurative language in a text.
• Describe how figurative language can add depth to the meaning of a text.
• Explain how figurative language can create a formal or informal tone.
• Describe the effect of figurative language on the mood of a text.
• Explain how figurative language emphasizes the theme of a text.
• Describe the mental picture or feeling that an instance of figurative language gives a reader.

Urban Legends mini lesson
Short Stories Unit – Story Re-write assignment
Graphic Novel Literature Circle
Day of Tears Unit – Jeffrey and Dorcas lesson
Freedom Summer Unit – character development lesson
Slavery, Freedom, and Reconstruction Diary/oral history analysis

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Perspective Piece Option for part of the multi-genre capstone projects from at least one of the following units:
Day of Tears, Freedom Summer, Graphic Novel Lit Circle Group Final Projects
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Figurative Language (AL) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Informational
Competency Statement– Students will draft narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
Standard – CCSS – Reading Lit/Informational Text standards, Writing standards

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Explain why a specific text structure best suits a prompt or the information presented (for
example, explain why a selected text structure is the best approach for examining the central
issues in Jack London’s “To Build a Fire”).

• Conclusion
• Evidence
• Hook
• Introduction

• Reason
• Restate
• Summary
• Topic Sentence

3.0

Student will:
GTOS1—Write an introduction appropriate to the text structure of a text (for example, if a 
comparison structure is being used, use the introduction to engage a reader, describe what 
will be compared, and articulate conclusions that will be drawn as a result of the comparison).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe the purpose of an introduction.
• Write a topic sentence that shows the main reason for a text and answers a prompt.
• Describe different ways to write a hook at the beginning of a text (such as by beginning with
an interesting fact, quote, or question).
• Write introductory sentences using sentence frames.

Peer Review Mini Lessons within
Individual Writing Conferences within units (individual graphic organizers created with 
student during conferences)
Banned Books Inquiry

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Mock Trial / Constructive Controversy Capstone Projects
Multi-Genre Capstone Projects for: Day of Tears, Freedom Summer, Graphic Novel Unit
Short Stories capstone essay
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Writing an Introduction (GTOS) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Informational
Competency Statement– Students will draft succinct, coherent, and effective multi-modal informative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences.
Standard – CCSS – Reading Lit/Informational Text standards, Writing standards

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Explain why a specific text structure best suits a prompt or the information presented (for
example, explain why a selected text structure is the best approach for examining the central
issues in Jack London’s “To Build a Fire”).

• Causation
• Classification
• Comparison
• Definition
• Description

• Graphic Organizer
• Problem/Solution
• Sequence
• Signal Word
• Text Structure
• Transition

3.0

Student will:
GTOS2—Select a specific text structure to organize writing (for example, after reading 
several articles about the declining rate of teen smokers, choose a causation structure and 
use it to write a text about why the rate is going down).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe common text structures (such as description, sequence, causation,
problem/solution, comparison).
• List signal words or phrases that indicate the use of a particular structure (for example,
comparison structures often use words such as unlike, however, and just as).
• Annotate signal words and phrases in context.
• Identify the text structure of short or simple text examples.
• Use a structure-specific graphic organizer to plan out a piece of writing with a particular
structure (for example, use a Venn diagram to plan a comparison text).
• Describe what components are necessary for each text structure (for example, a causation
structure needs to show how one thing caused another thing to happen).

Short Stories – Elements of fiction mini-lessons

Multiple-Source Mini-Lessons within all units (using primary source materials and other 
forms of media)

Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry/Stella by Starlight Juxtaposition Mini-Lessons

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Capstone Essay or Multi-Genre Project Selection from at least one of the following Units: Day of Tears, Freedom Summer, Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry & Stella by Starlight Unit, Graphic Novel Lit 
Circles
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Selecting Text Structure (GTOS)
7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Informational
Competency Statement– Students will draft succinct, coherent, and effective multi-modal informative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences.
Standard – CCSS – Reading Lit/Informational Text standards, Writing standards

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Explain why a specific text structure best suits a prompt or the information presented (for
example, explain why a selected text structure is the best approach for examining the central
issues in Jack London’s “To Build a Fire”).

• Evidence
• Reason
• Relationship

• Text Structure
• Topic Sentence
• Transition

3.0

Student will:
GTOS3—Use transitions to clarify relationships among ideas (for example, use a range of 
transitions to show a sequence of events, to introduce ideas and quotes, and to show how 
evidence relates to the primary reasons given for it).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe situations that require the use of transitions.
• Annotate examples of transitional words or phrases.
• List transitions that are typically used with particular text structures (for example, transition
words that show sequence include first, next, last).
• Describe the kind of relationship a transitional word or phrase indicates.
• Use transition words or phrases to logically order facts, reasons, or evidence.
• Annotate places in a text where evidence is presented and create a list of possible transition
words that could be used to introduce the evidence.

Short Stories – Elements of fiction mini-lessons

Multiple-Source Mini-Lessons within all units (using primary source materials and other 
forms of media)

Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry/Stella by Starlight Juxtaposition Mini-Lessons

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Capstone Essay or Multi-Genre Project Selection from at least one of the following Units: Day of Tears, Freedom Summer, Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry & Stella by Starlight Unit, Graphic Novel Lit 
Circles
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Transitions (GTOS) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Informational
Competency Statement– Students will draft succinct, coherent, and effective multi-modal informative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences.
Standard – CCSS – Reading Lit/Informational Text standards, Writing standards

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Explain why a specific text structure best suits a prompt or the information presented (for
example, explain why a selected text structure is the best approach for examining the central
issues in Jack London’s “To Build a Fire”).

• Argument
• Information
• Reasons
• Restate
• Evidence

• Sentence
• Solution
• Summary
• Topic
• Conclusion

3.0

Student will:
GTOS4—Write a conclusion appropriate to the text structure of a text (for example, if a 
problem/solution structure is being used, use the conclusion to briefly summarize the 
problem and explain why a particular solution is recommended, including a call to action 
when appropriate). Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe the purpose of a conclusion.
• Summarize important ideas in a text.
• Describe what a reader should know or want to do after reading a text.
• Explain what should be included in a strong conclusion.
• Write example conclusion sentences using sentence frames.

Short Stories – Elements of fiction mini-lessons

Multiple-Source Mini-Lessons within all units (using primary source materials and other 
forms of media)

Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry/Stella by Starlight Juxtaposition Mini-Lessons

Critical Thinking CNN Student News mini-lessons
Witches! Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Capstone Essay or Multi-Genre Project Selection from at least one of the following Units: Day of Tears, Freedom Summer, Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry & Stella by Starlight Unit, Graphic Novel Lit 
Circles, (Salem) Mock Trials
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Writing Conclusions (GTOS) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Opinion/Argument
Competency Statement– Students will draft succinct, coherent, and effective multi-modal informative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences.
Standard –

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
• Prove, using evidence and reasoning, why one claim is stronger than another (for example,
read the beginning of John Steinbeck’s Travels with Charley: In Search of America, use textual
evidence to support a claim about the primary purpose for the journey, and explain why this
evidence supports your claim rather than a counterclaim).

• Backing
• Claim
• Grounds
• Logic

• Outline
• Prompt
• Qualifier
• Reasoning
• Task

3.0

Student will:
GCER1—Generate claims with logical reasoning to support them (for example, make a claim 
about whether parents or schools should be responsible for dealing with bullies and provide 
grounds for the claim).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Annotate words or phrases in a prompt or task that indicate what information a claim 
should
address.
• Generate possible claims in response to a task or prompt.
• Explain the role of grounds, backing, and qualifiers.
• Generate grounds for a claim.
• Describe how grounds logically support a claim.
• Describe grounds that would not logically support a claim.
• Describe any qualifiers for a claim.
• Outline the central reasons or grounds for a claim.

Mock Trial Unit

Constructive Controversy

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Constructive Controversy/Mock Trial "Debates"
Mock Trials
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Generating Claims (GCER) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Opinion/Argument
Competency Statement– Students will draft succinct, coherent, and effective multi-modal informative writing for a range of types, purposes, and audiences.
Standard – CCSS – technology standards; writing standards, Reading/ Informational Text

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
• Prove, using evidence and reasoning, why one claim is stronger than another (for example,
read the beginning of John Steinbeck’s Travels with Charley: In Search of America, use textual
evidence to support a claim about the primary purpose for the journey, and explain why this
evidence supports your claim rather than a counterclaim).

• Anecdote
• Backing
• Data
• Evidence
• Graphic

• Outline
• Paraphrase
• Quote
• Source
• Textual Evidence

3.0

Student will:
GCER2—Support claims and reasons with evidence (for example, use textual evidence to 
support an interpretation of the nonsense words and figurative language in Lewis Carroll’s 
“Jabberwocky”).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Describe the purpose of backing or evidence.
• Describe different sources of backing or evidence (such as books, articles, dictionaries, the
Internet).
• Identify different ways of incorporating evidence into a text (such as through quotes,
paraphrases, or graphics).
• Annotate words, phrases, or passages in a text that would support a claim.
• Describe how a piece of evidence supports a claim.
• Match pieces of evidence to reasons in an outline.

Primary Source mini-lessons within Freedom Summer, Day of Tears.
Slavery/Reconstruction/Freedom primary source lesson
Lincoln Primary Source lesson
Eleanor Roosevelt Primary source lesson
"Florida Man" Mini-lesson
Primary Source mini-lessons within Stella by Starlight/Roll of Thunder unit

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Capstone Essay or Multi-Genre Project Selection from at least one of the following Units: Day of Tears, Freedom Summer, Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry & Stella by Starlight Unit,
Eleanor Roosevelt project, Slavery/Freedom/Reconstruction project
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Supporting Claims (GCER) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Opinion/Argument
Competency Statement – Students will draft succinct, coherent, and effective multi-modal argumentative writing for a range of text types, purposes, and audiences.
Standard – CCSS – technology standards; writing standards, Reading/ Informational Text

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
• Prove, using evidence and reasoning, why one claim is stronger than another (for example,
read the beginning of John Steinbeck’s Travels with Charley: In Search of America, use textual
evidence to support a claim about the primary purpose for the journey, and explain why this
evidence supports your claim rather than a counterclaim).

• Claim
• Counterclaim
• Evidence

• Graphic Organizer
• Perspective
• Qualifier

3.0

Student will:
GCER3—Acknowledge counterclaims (for example, choose a topic for a persuasive letter to 
the principal that makes a claim about an issue or potential change in the school and address 
a reason why the principal may not immediately agree with the claim).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Explain why it is important to acknowledge counterclaims.
• Generate possible counterclaims for a claim.
• Annotate evidence in a text that would support a counterclaim.
• Compare two claims using a graphic organizer.
• Identify qualifiers in a counterclaim.
• Explain possible reasons and evidence that might show a claim is invalid.

Primary Source mini-lessons within Freedom Summer, Day of Tears.
Slavery/Reconstruction/Freedom primary source lesson
Lincoln Primary Source lesson
Eleanor Roosevelt Primary source lesson
"Florida Man" Mini-lesson
Primary Source mini-lessons within Stella by Starlight/Roll of Thunder unit

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Capstone Essay or Multi-Genre Project Selection from at least one of the following Units: Day of Tears, Freedom Summer, Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry & Stella by Starlight Unit,
Eleanor Roosevelt project, Slavery/Freedom/Reconstruction project
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Acknowledging Counterclaims (GCER)
7th Grade



Competency Title: Inquiry, Investigation, and Research
Competency Statement- Students will locate and evaluate a variety of informational texts to demonstrate understandings of the best available evidence of a chosen topic by weighing each sources' 
crediblility, relevancy, and reliability.
Standard – CCSS – technology standards; writing standards, Reading/ Informational Text

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
• Develop a strategy to assess the credibility, accuracy, and relevance of print or digital 
sources for a particular research topic or question (for example, create an annotated 
bibliography that explains why each source is credible, accurate, and relevant).

• Boolean Operateor
• Database
• Digital
• Research Question

• Resource
• Search Engine

3.0

Student will:
SR1—Use print and digital sources to answer a research question (for example, use digital or 
print sources to answer a research question about the possible causes for the extinction of 
the dinosaurs and summarize how each source addresses the question).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Identify different methods for finding sources (such as databases, search engines).
• Identify important concepts in a research question.
• Explain how to use the Boolean operator or to look for a concept and its synonyms.
• Explain how to use the Boolean operator and to research multiple concepts.
• Identify additional research questions or topics that might relate to a primary research
question.
• List types of print and digital sources that might be relevant to a particular text.

"Florida Man" mini-Lesson
Research Component of Constructive Controversy/Mock Trial
Research mini-lessons (individually created with student during conferences)

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Constructive Controversy/Mock Trial "Debates"
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Using Sources (SR) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Inquiry, Investigation, and Research
Competency Statement- Students will locate and evaluate a variety of informational texts to demonstrate understandings of the best available evidence of a chosen topic by weighing each sources' 
crediblility, relevancy, and reliability.
Standard – CCSS – technology standards; writing standards, Reading/ Informational Text

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:

• Develop a strategy to assess the credibility, accuracy, and relevance of print or digital 
sources for a particular research topic or question (for example, create an annotated 
bibliography that explains why each source is credible, accurate, and relevant).

• Accuracy
• Blog
• Credibility
• Forum

• Journal
• Relevance
• Source

3.0

Student will:
SR2—Assess the credibility and accuracy of sources (for example, use a search engine to find 
a webpage that describes how astronauts train for space and explain why this particular 
webpage would or would not be a credible and accurate source for a research paper).

Resources

2.0

Student will:

• Explain why it is important to use credible and accurate sources in a research project.
• Identify types of online sources which are generally not credible (such as blogs, forums,
Wikipedia).
• Identify how a source’s web address can support its credibility (for example, websites 
ending in .gov or .edu are generally credible because they are backed by government or 
education institutions).
• Describe the purpose of a particular webpage (such as to sell a product, to provide
information about the news or current events).
• Identify citations or bibliographies in a text.
• Identify the number of fact and opinion statements that appear in a passage of text.
• Describe whether the content on a particular webpage aligns with background knowledge 
or other sources that describe the same topic.

Florida Man" mini-Lesson
Research Component of Constructive Controversy/Mock Trial
Research mini-lessons (individually created with student during conferences)

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Annotated Bibliography as part of Multi-Genre Writing Piece OR chosen as final project for Lincoln, Freedom Summer , Slavery/Reconstruction/Freedom, Eleanor, Jefferson, mini-units
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Assessing Credibility (SR) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Inquiry, Investigation, and Research
Competency Statement- Students will locate and evaluate a variety of informational texts to demonstrate understandings of the best available evidence of a chosen topic by weighing each sources' 
crediblility, relevancy, and reliability.
Standard – CCSS – technology standards; writing standards, Reading/ Informational Text

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:

• Develop a strategy to assess the credibility, accuracy, and relevance of print or digital 
sources for a particular research topic or question (for example, create an annotated 
bibliography that explains why each source is credible, accurate, and relevant).

• Bibliography
• Quote
• Cite
• Paraphrase

• Citation
• Source
• Summary
• Works Cited

3.0

Student will:
SR3—Cite sources when quoting or paraphrasing the data or conclusions of others (for 
example, identify the speaker or author when incorporating quotes and ideas from outside 
sources, including page numbers for quotes from print sources, and bibliography entries for 
each source). Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Explain why it is important to cite others’ work and ideas.
• Identify types of sources that need to be cited.
• Identify the author or speaker when incorporating a quote into a text.
• State the source’s title or name when incorporating a quote into a text.
• State the source of paraphrased information when incorporating a paraphrase into a text.
• State the source of a picture or image used in a text.
• Identify the author, title, and date of publication for print sources.
• Identify the author, title, and web address of digital sources.
• Include a bibliography page in texts that cite sources.
• Organize bibliography entries alphabetically.

Works Cited Lessons – throughout both fiction and nonfiction units.
MLK Jr. / Malcolm X Quotes
"Florida Man" lesson
Witches! The Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Annotated Bibliography (Through Multi-Genre or NonFiction Mini-units)
(Salem) Mock Trials
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Citing Sources (SR) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Narrative
Competency Statement: Students will draft narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
Standards – CCSS – Listening and Speaking; Writing; Reading

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Select the best words and figurative language to develop tone and mood in a narrative (for 
example, use descriptive language to develop a mood of excitement or suspense in 
a narrative about a character who is preparing for an important event, performance, or 
competition; use word choice to convey the character’s feelings about the event and to 
create tone).

• First Person
• Persona
• Point of View
• Speaker

• Narrator
• Perspective
• Second Person
• Third Person

3.0

Student will:
GN1—Establish and use a consistent point of view in a narrative (for example, after 
reading Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett’s The Diary of Anne Frank: A Play, write a diary 
entry in the voice of Anne Frank that describes some of the events in the play or fictional 
events she may have experienced while in hiding). Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Identify which pronouns are associated with first-, second-, and third-person points of view.
• Describe the difference between a character’s, narrator’s, speaker’s, and author’s points of 
view (for example, authors are usually not the narrators in fiction texts; instead, the narrator 
is a persona created for the story or poem).
• Identify different kinds of texts that usually use a particular point of view.
• Know what kind of texts should use first-, second-, and third-person points of view.
• Describe the effect of using first-, second-, and third-person points of view.
• Describe the viewpoint or perspective called for by a prompt.

Day of Tears Novel Unit
Short Stories Novel Unit
Slavery, Freedom, and Reconstruction mini unit
Revolutionary War Unit
Hamilton – A Revolution

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Perspective Narrative Writing Options in Level Four Assessments
Mock Trial Capstone Project
Hamilton: The Revolution – A Strongly-Worded Pamphlet
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Writing POV (GN) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Narrative
Competency Statement- Students will draft narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
Standard – CCSS – Listening and Speaking; Writing; Reading

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student will:
Select the best words and figurative language to develop tone and mood in a narrative 
(for example, use descriptive language to develop a mood of excitement or suspense 
in a narrative about a character who is preparing for an important event, performance, 
or competition; use word choice to convey the character’s feelings about the event and 
to create tone).

• Beginning
• Causation
• Conflict
• Event
• Middle
• Resolution
• Timeline

• Climax
• Conclusion
• End
• Exposition
• Narrative
• Sequence

3.0

Student will:
GN2—Create structured event sequences that logically and naturally relay the events of a 
narrative (for example, write a short narrative about a character who matured or changed as 
a person; explain which events caused this change and what outcomes resulted).

Resources

2.0

Student will:
• Explain what should happen in the beginning, middle, and end of a narrative (for 
example, in the beginning a reader should learn who the characters are and the conflict 
should begin to develop).
• Determine a main conflict or problem for a narrative.
• Identify the causes of a conflict in a narrative.
• Generate possible solutions for a main conflict or problem in a narrative.
• Create a timeline of events to guide a draft of a narrative.
• Identify which events or character actions contribute to the resolution of a narrative.
• Explain how events in a timeline cause later events and lead to the resolution.
• Describe ways in which a main character could change by the end of a narrative.
• Describe what lesson or meaning the resolution of a narrative will reveal or suggest.

Day of Tears Novel Unit
Short Stories Novel Unit
Slavery, Freedom, and Reconstruction mini unit
Revolutionary War Unit
Hamilton – A Revolution
Freedom Summer Unit
Demonstrative Speech Unit

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Perspective Narrative Writing Options in Level Four Assessments MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources
Mock Trial Capstone Project
Hamilton: The Revolution – A Strongly-Worded Pamphlet
Freedom Summer Multi-Modal Writing Capstone Project

Learning Target: Narrative Sequence (GN) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Narrative
Competency Statement –Students will draft narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
Standards – CCSS Reading: Information; Writing

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student Will:
Rewrite a text for a new audience, adjusting style and tone to match the audience and 
purpose (for example, transform a research report on how astronauts prepare for space 
travel into a presentation that uses tone to communicate how astronauts feel about different 
aspects of the training as well as images and interesting facts to appeal to a peer audience).

• Entertain
• Inform
• Pursuade

• Purpose
• Task

3.0

APT1—Select the most appropriate purpose for a specific task (for example, in response to 
the question Who inspires you?, write an informative text about an inspirational historical or 
living person and explain how this person’s actions have influenced your life).

Resources

2.0

• Describe common purposes of a text (such as to inform, persuade, entertain).
• Identify the primary purposes of different text types or genres (for example, a novel’s 
purpose is usually to entertain, a textbook’s purpose is usually to inform, and an 
advertisement’s purpose is usually to persuade).
• Identify the genre, form, or text type asked for by a prompt.
• Describe what a reader should know, want to do, or feel after reading a text.
• Identify the purpose of a response by highlighting keywords in a prompt.
• Generate a list of adjectives that could describe the task and purpose of a response.

• Slavery, Freedom, and Reconstruction Primary Source Analysis Activity
• Eleanor Roosevelt Primary Source Activity
• Revolutionary War Primary Source Activity
• Day Of Tears Activities

• MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Women's History Museum Exhibit MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources
Revolutionary War Capstone Project
Day of TEars Capstone Project

Learning Target: Task Purpose (APT) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Narrative
Competency Statement– Students will draft narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
Standards – CCSS Reading: Information; Writing

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student Will:
Rewrite a text for a new audience, adjusting style and tone to match the audience and 
purpose (for example, transform a research report on how astronauts prepare for space 
travel into a presentation that uses tone to communicate how astronauts feel about different 
aspects of the training as well as images and interesting facts to appeal to a peer audience).

• Audience
• Genre

• Background Knowledge
• Text Type

3.0

APT2—Select the most appropriate audience for a specific task (for example, in response to 
the question What would you change about your family, if you could?, describe a common 
disagreement with parents or guardians and write a persuasive letter trying to convince them 
to agree with your opinion; use reasons and evidence that will appeal to the audience).

Resources

2.0

• Describe the qualities of a defined audience (such as their age, gender, place of residence, 
income level).
• Describe one’s level of familiarity with an audience.
• Describe how an audience might feel about a particular topic.
• Describe an audience’s background knowledge about a particular topic.
• Identify audiences that expect a formal or informal style.
• Identify the audience of a particular text type or genre (for example, the audience of a 
newspaper would be the general public, the audience of a science journal would be scientists 
or experts, and the audience of a résumé would be an employer).

• Slavery, Freedom, and Reconstruction Primary Source Analysis Activity
• Eleanor Roosevelt Primary Source Activity
• Revolutionary War Primary Source Activity
• Day Of Tears Activities

• MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Slavery, Freedom and Reconstruction Capstone Project MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources
Women's History Museum Exhibit
Revolutionary War Capstone Project
Day of Tears Capstone Project

Learning Target: Task Audience (APT) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Narrative
Competency Statement– Students will draft narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
Standards –

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student Will:
Rewrite a text for a new audience, adjusting style and tone to match the audience and 
purpose (for example, transform a research report on how astronauts prepare for space 
travel into a presentation that uses tone to communicate how astronauts feel about different 
aspects of the training as well as images and interesting facts to appeal to a peer audience).

• Abbreviation
• Contraction
• Formal
• Informal
• Negative
• Neutral

• Objective
• Positive
• Quality
• Slang
• Style
• Tone
• Word Choice

3.0

APT3—Use a style and tone appropriate to a specific task (for example, in response to a 
request for an informative text, use a formal writing style and objective or neutral tone).

Resources

2.0

• Describe the characteristics of formal and informal styles.
• Describe situations when a formal style should be used.
• Describe situations when it is appropriate to use an informal style.
• Identify kinds of words and phrases that should not appear in formal writing (such as slang, 
contractions, informal abbreviations).
• Compare neutral, positive, and negative tones.
• Identify situations when it would be appropriate to use a negative or positive tone and 
situations when it would be better to use a neutral tone.
• Annotate words or phrases in a text that suggest a positive or negative tone.

• Slavery, Freedom, and Reconstruction Primary Source Analysis Activity
• Eleanor Roosevelt Primary Source Activity
• Revolutionary War Primary Source Activity
• Day Of Tears Activities

• MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

Slavery, Freedom and Reconstruction Capstone Project MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources
Women's History Museum Exhibit
Revolutionary War Capstone Project
Day of Tears Capstone Project

Learning Target: Task Style and Tone (APT) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Narrative
Competency Statement – Students will draft narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
CCSS –

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student Will:
Revise an informal draft so that it has a formal style and tone (for example, write an informal 
response to a poem from Pablo Neruda’s The Book of Questions that 
describes feelings created by the various images in the poem; then, revise the draft so that it 
is a formal, academic response that shows the relationship between Neruda’s word choice 
and the images or meaning communicated by the text).

• Abbreviation
• Action verb
• Adjectival phrase,
• Adverbial phrase

• Formal
• Informal
• Linking Verb
• Noun
• Pronoun

3.0

R1—Revise writing so that word choice is clear, precise, and appropriate for the style of 
the text (for example, replace nonspecific linking verbs with specific task-appropriate verbs 
and change vague pronouns to more accurate nouns).

Resources

2.0

• Identify linking verbs and action verbs.
• Identify pronouns and their antecedents.
• Identify adjectival and adverbial phrases in a draft.
• Annotate sentences that begin with this, that, or there.
• Identify slang words, idioms, informal abbreviations, or overused vocabulary that should not 
occur in formal writing (such as awesome, lol, great, or cool).
• Describe the characteristics of formal writing.
• Identify when a formal writing style should be used and when it is appropriate to use an 
informal writing style.

Student/Teacher Conferences throughout the year
Peer Review Activities
Isolated Grammar Lessons – as needed

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

See Student portfolio writing/editing growth Progression
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Revise Word Choice (R) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Narrative
Competency Statement– Students will draft narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
CCSS – Writing; Language

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student Will:
Revise an informal draft so that it has a formal style and tone (for example, write an informal 
response to a poem from Pablo Neruda’s The Book of Questions that 
describes feelings created by the various images in the poem; then, revise the draft so that it 
is a formal, academic response that shows the relationship between Neruda’s word choice 
and the images or meaning communicated by the text).

• Example
• Concise
• Extraneous
• Main idea

• Pattern
• Redundant
• Repeat
• Synonym
• Thesis

3.0

R2—Revise writing by removing redundancy or extraneous information (for example, revise 
sentences that repeat the same ideas or use the same words as earlier sentences by deleting 
the sentences, finding appropriate synonyms, or adding to their ideas).

Resources

2.0

• Explain why it is important to write concisely.
• Annotate ideas in a text that seem to repeat.
• Annotate words that are repeated multiple times in one paragraph or passage of a text.
• Generate a list of synonyms that could be used in place of a repeated word or phrase.
• Identify passages that seem to stray from the thesis or main idea of a text.
• Annotate sentences that a reader might struggle to understand because the language is 
unclear or because an idea is not fully explained.

Student/Teacher Conferences throughout the year
Peer Review Activities
Isolated Grammar Lessons – as needed

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

MyPerspective Selection Test extended responses and resources

See Student portfolio writing/editing growth Progression

Learning Target: Revise for Redundancy (R) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Writing Narrative
Competency Statement- Students will draft narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
Standards - CCSS – Writing; Language

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student Will:
Revise an informal draft so that it has a formal style and tone (for example, write an 
informal response to a poem from Pablo Neruda’s The Book of 
Questions that describes feelings created by the various images in the poem; then, 
revise the draft so that it is a formal, academic response that shows the relationship between 
Neruda’s word choice and the images or meaning communicated by the text).

• Abbreviations
• Audience
• Entertain
• Formal
• Idiom

• Inform
• Persuade
• Purpose
• Slang
• Style

3.0

R3—Revise writing for a specific audience and purpose (for example, clarify 
important ideas that the audience of a text may be unfamiliar with and replace slang words 
and idioms with formal language).

Resources

2.0

• Describe common purposes of a text (such as to inform, persuade, entertain).
• Describe the audience for a text (such as age, gender, occupation).
• State whether the purpose and audience of a text call for an informal or formal style.
• Compare the qualities of formal writing to informal writing.
• Annotate passages in a draft that seem unclear.
• Annotate passages in a draft that do not align with the text’s purpose.
• Annotate words or phrases that may be inappropriate for a particular style of writing (for 
example, highlight slang and abbreviations in a formal text).

Student/Teacher Conferences throughout the year
Peer Review Activities
Isolated Grammar Lessons – as needed
Graphic Novel Figurative Language Activities

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

See Student portfolio writing/editing growth Progression
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Revise for Audience (R) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Speaking, Listening, and Language
Competency Statement:
Students Will: Students will draft narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Standards - Standards - CCSS – Writing; Language; Technology

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student Will:
Design a strategy for finding and correcting errors in drafts of a text (for example, create a 
flowchart to ensure that specific items or issues are addressed while editing a draft).

• Antecedent
• Noun
• Predicate
• Pronoun

• Shift
• Subject
• Tense
• Verb

3.0

E1—Edit for grammar (for example, correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense and check for 
pronoun/antecedent agreement in a draft).

Resources

2.0

• Identify the subject and predicate of a sentence.
• Identify when the subject and predicate of a sentence do not agree.
• Identify shifts in verb tense.
• Annotate pronouns and their antecedents.
• List characteristics that indicate a pronoun matches its antecedent (such as gender, 
number).

Student/Teacher Conferences throughout the year
Peer Review Activities
Isolated Grammar Lessons – as needed
Graphic Novel Figurative Language Activities

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

See Student portfolio writing/editing growth Progression
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Edit for Grammar (E) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Speaking, Listening, and Language
Competency Statement:
Students Will: Design a strategy for finding and correcting errors in drafts of a text (for example, create a flowchart to ensure that specific items or issues are addressed while editing a draft)

Standards - CCSS – Writing; Language; Technology

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student Will:
Design a strategy for finding and correcting errors in drafts of a text (for example, create a 
flowchart to ensure that specific items or issues are addressed while editing a draft). • Adjective

• Comma Splice
• Conjunction
• Coordinate Adjective
• Dangling modifier

• Dependent Clause
• Fragment
• Independent clause
• Misplaced Modifier
• Semicolon

3.0

E2—Edit for syntax (for example, correct dangling modifiers in a text).

Resources

2.0

• Identify a dangling modifier in a sentence.
• Identify a misplaced modifier in a sentence.
• Describe why a modifier is dangling or misplaced.
• Identify run-on sentences and sentence fragments.

Student/Teacher Conferences throughout the year
Peer Review Activities
Isolated Grammar Lessons – as needed
Graphic Novel Figurative Language Activities

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

See Student portfolio writing/editing growth Progression
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Edit for Syntax (E) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Speaking, Listening, and Language
Competency Statement:
Competency - Design a strategy for finding and correcting errors in drafts of a text (for example, create a flowchart to ensure that specific items or issues are addressed while editing a draft)
Standards -CCSS – Writing; Language

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student Will:
Design a strategy for finding and correcting errors in drafts of a text (for example, create a 
flowchart to ensure that specific items or issues are addressed while editing a draft).

• Adjective
• Common noun
• Proper adjective,

• Proper noun
• Quotation marks
• Title

3.0

E3—Edit for capitalization (for example, correct titles and headings that are incorrectly 
capitalized).

Resources

2.0

• Identify proper nouns and adjectives in a text.
• Describe the difference between common and proper nouns or adjectives.
• Identify titles and headings in a text.
• Identify when words in quotation marks should and should not be capitalized.
• Identify types of words in a title that should be capitalized.
• Identify the types of words in a title that should not be capitalized.

Student/Teacher Conferences throughout the year
Peer Review Activities
Isolated Grammar Lessons – as needed
Graphic Novel Figurative Language Activities

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

See Student portfolio writing/editing growth Progression
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Edit for Capitalization (E) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Speaking, Listening, and Language
Competency Statement:
Competency - Design a strategy for finding and correcting errors in drafts of a text (for example, create a flowchart to ensure that specific items or issues are addressed while editing a draft)
Standards - CCSS – Writing; Language

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student Will:
Design a strategy for finding and correcting errors in drafts of a text (for example, create a 
flowchart to ensure that specific items or issues are addressed while editing a draft).

• Adjective
• Comma splice
• Conjunction
• Coordinate Adjective
• Dangling modifier

• Dependent Clause
• Fragment
• Independent Clause
• Misplaced Modifier
• Semicolon

3.0

E4—Edit for punctuation (for example, correct comma splices in a text).

Resources

2.0

• Know that a comma splice is when a comma separates two independent clauses without 
the use of a conjunction.
• Describe ways to correct comma splices (such as by adding a conjunction, using a semicolon, 
by creating a new sentence).
• Identify run-on sentences and sentence fragments.
• Demonstrate how to punctuate quotes.
• Describe why a pair of adjectives is or is not a set of coordinate adjectives.
• State that a comma should separate coordinate adjectives.

Student/Teacher Conferences throughout the year
Peer Review Activities
Isolated Grammar Lessons – as needed
Graphic Novel Figurative Language Activities

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

See Student portfolio writing/editing growth progression
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Edit for Punctuation (E) 7th Grade



Competency Title: Speaking, Listening, and Language
Competency Statement:
Competency - Design a strategy for finding and correcting errors in drafts of a text (for example, create a flowchart to ensure that specific items or issues are addressed while editing a draft)
Standards - CCSS – Writing; Language

Learning Targets & Skills Vocabulary

4.0

Student Will:
Design a strategy for finding and correcting errors in drafts of a text (for example, create a 
flowchart to ensure that specific items or issues are addressed while editing a draft). • Homophone

• Part of Speech
• Spellcheck
• Vocabulary

3.0

E5—Edit for spelling (for example, correct the spelling of incorrectly used homophones and 
commonly misspelled words or taught vocabulary).

Resources

2.0

• Explain how common homophones should be used in a sentence (for example, show 
how accept and except should be used in a sentence).
• Describe the difference between two homophones (such as part of speech, meaning).
• Use a dictionary or other resource to check the spelling of a word.
• Review a document using spellcheck and correct the words that are misspelled.
• Annotate words in a handwritten draft that might be spelled incorrectly.

Student/Teacher Conferences throughout the year
Peer Review Activities
Isolated Grammar Lessons – as needed
Graphic Novel Figurative Language Activities

MyPerspectives. English Language Arts. Pearson, 2017.

Evidence

See Student portfolio writing/editing growth progression
MyPerspective Selection Tests and resources

Learning Target: Edit for Spelling (E) 7th Grade


