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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION … THEN WHAT? 

What am I going to do after high school?  This is a difficult question, answered much 
more easily if you plan ahead.  In the near future you will be completing your plans for 
meeting the challenges that await you after graduation. 
 
Some students will be attending four-year colleges and universities.  Some will enter 
business schools, apprentice programs, community colleges, the military service, or 
technical schools.  Others will decide to work immediately. 
 
Choosing a career has never been as difficult as it is today.  This booklet, prepared by 
the Pecatonica High School Counseling Department, is intended to assist you through 
several developmental stages in your quest to achieve your post high school goals. 

Special thanks to the Counseling Department at Sycamore High School, Byron High School and George 
Kazluski, college and career consultant at Hoffman Estates High School for ideas, consultation, and   
expertise on student issues related to college planning. 
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College: An institution that offers educational instruction beyond the high school level 
in two-year or four-year programs. 
 
Community College:  Two year public institutions of higher learning which provide 
workforce preparation and academic curricula, terminal and transfer. 
Junior College:  Two year institution which offers programs similar to those in the 
community college as well as one-year certificates in certain trade and technical skills. 
 
 Terminal:  An academic program that is complete in itself.  As student who    
finishes it may not apply to a four-year college for further study without completing    
additional course requirements. 
 
 Transfer:  An academic program that is designated to lead into a four-year 
course at another college or university. 
 
Engineering or Technological College:  Independent professional school, which   
provided four-year training programs in the fields of engineering and the physical     
sciences.  They are often known as institutes of Technology or Polytechnic. 
 
Graduate School:  University, offering masters, doctoral, or professional degrees after 
the completion of a bachelor’s degree. 
 
Liberal Arts College:  A four-year institution which emphasizes a program of broad 
undergraduate education.  Pre-professional training may be available but is not 
stressed. 
 
Military School:  Federal military academies prepare officers for the Army, Navy,   
Marines, Air Force, and Coast Guard.  These institutions (West Point, Annapolis, and 
the Air Force and Coast Guard Academies) require recommendation and appointment 
by members of Congress.  Private and state-supported military institutes, however,  
operate on a college application basis.  All offer degree programs in engineering and 
technology with concentrations in various aspects of military science. 

SO WHAT ARE MY COLLEGE OPTIONS? 

LINGO TO HELP YOU NAVIGATE LIFE AFTER 

PECATONICA HIGH SCHOOL 
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Nursing School:   There are three kinds of nursing schools.  At schools affiliated with 
hospitals, students receive R.N. degrees upon completing their training.  At schools 
affiliated with four-year colleges, students receive both B.S. and R.N. degrees and 
have potential for entering the field of nursing administration.  Other school offer       
Licensed Practical Nursing Programs of at least one year’s duration. 
 
Trade School or Proprietary School:  A privately owned institution which offers     
vocational programs such as business, cosmetology, or automotive training. 
 
Technical School:  A two-year institution which offers terminal occupational programs 
intended to prepare students for immediate employment in fields related to engineering 
and physical sciences.  These schools may offer one-year certificate programs in    
certain crafts and clerical skills. 
 
 



 

Pecatonica High School Counseling  Department 

Apprenticeship and On-the-Job Training:  Apprenticeship is learning a skilled trade 
through on-the-job training and learning the related technical knowledge in a        
classroom.  On-the-job training is the learning of each operation by carrying it out   
step-by-step under the close supervision of a skilled craftsman.  Related training     
covers such subjects as mathematics, blueprint reading, applied English, and other 
technical courses needed for the specific trade and is customarily outside working 
hours.  The apprentice is usually a high school graduate.  The length of training varies 
from two to six years, depending on the trade and is determined by standards adopted 
by the industry. 
 
Armed Forces:  Besides being the largest employer in the nation, employing            
1.8 million enlisted men and women, the military offers a wide choice of career training 
and job opportunities.  Over 75 percent of all military occupations have counterparts in 
the civilian workforce.  Members of the Armed Services receive the technical and 
skilled training needed to perform the required tasks.  To be eligible for enlistment a 
young man or woman must: 
 1.  Be between 17 and 35 years of age 
 2.  Be a United States citizen 
 3.  Be in good health and meet the minimum standards of height, weight, and     
      vision  
 4.  Be a high school graduate 
 5.  Meet the minimum entry score on the ASVAB test 
 6.  Meet standards of moral characters (standards cover court convictions,  
       juvenile delinquency, arrests, and drug use). 
 
Each service sets its own enlistment requirements. 

IF HIGHER EDUCATION ISN’T FOR ME, WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS? 
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WHOSE JOB IS THIS ANYWAY? 

The college planning process is a team effort between you, your counselor, and your 
parents/guardian.  As the student, however, you are the captain of the team! 

Does this sound like you?  Here are some steps that will help you take control ... 
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THE EXPECTATION IS THAT THE STUDENT WILL: 

• Engage in thoughtful, honest reflection and analysis of their aspirations, goals, 
hopes, strengths and weaknesses, in the college search and apply this knowledge 
to themselves to process. 

• Do the research it takes to find and apply to a variety of colleges you’d be happy to 
attend. 

• Take control of the process rather than be dragged through it. 
• Fill our applications with care.  Write the essays required with thought and honesty.        

Be neat and thorough. 
• Be aware of all deadlines and other calendar events.  Provide others with enough 

time and information to complete recommendations as you request. 
• Keep parents and counselor informed as your interests and priorities change. 
• Take your senior year seriously!  Stay engaged in challenging courses (advanced if 

you can!).  Avoid the senioritis trap.  Do the best academic work of your high school 
career! 

• Act as your advocate to the extent that your credentials allow us to do. 
• Keep you informed about the appropriate standardized tests, upcoming college  

visits, and important deadlines. 
• Seek to know you and facilitate the process of exploring colleges and programs. 
• Present your transcript to the colleges (per request).  (Refer to page 14 for          

reminders on this process.) 
• Offer counsel, advice, tissues and TLC from now through the completion of the   

college process 
• Be ethical 

• Listen to your hopes, dreams, concerns, goals, fears, etc. 
• Help you through the seemingly competitive process by reminding you of your 

worth, independent of any college’s decision regarding admission. 
• Encourage you to explore a variety of options in terms of type, size location and  

selectivity of schools. 
• Inform the counselor of the concerns, fears, and interests which may affect you. 
• Participate in some of the college research with you.  Visit the colleges when they 

can.  Perhaps they will notice something you didn’t. 
• File all financial aid forms in a timely manner.  Seek to understand the process and 

your own financial situation.  Be frank with your son or daughter about possibilities. 
 
Inspired and adapted from George Kazluski—College and Career consultant at Hoffman Estates High School 

YOU CAN EXPECT YOUR COUNSELOR TO: 

IF YOUR PARENTS ARE WONDERING HOW THEY CAN GET  
INVOLVED, YOU CAN ENCOURAGE THEM TO:  
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CHECKLIST FOR COLLEGE PLANNING 
A STUDENT’S GUIDE 

Adapted from http://www.act.ort/path/parent/college/checklist.html 

Beginning You Should: 

Freshman and Sophomore 
Years  

Learn about college requirements and explore careers. 
• Know which high school courses satisfy college requirements. 
• Create a four-year high school curriculum plan. 
• Review Plan test results. 

September—March of Junior 
Year 

Think about reasons for going to college. 
• Talk with parents and a school counselor about career goals 

and college plans 
• Try talking with an adult who has an interesting job. 
• Get involved at school and in the community. 

January—March of Junior 
Year 

Identify important factors in choosing a college; prepare for 
college admission tests 
• Think about college preferences such as two-year, location, 

cost, kind of atmosphere, the variety of study programs       
available, and entrance test requirements. 

• Locate and consult college guidebooks. 
• Explore colleges on the Internet. 

March—August of Junior 
Year 

List possible college choices and collect information about 
each one; take the appropriate college admission test(s) 
• Attend college fairs and college night programs. 
• Visit colleges. 

August—December of senior 
year 

Compare college choices 
• Weigh the advantages and disadvantages of each college   

carefully. 
• Determine which college meets his or her needs. 
• Continue visiting colleges. 

September –December of 
senior year 

Apply for admission to “choice” colleges. 
• Obtain application forms. 
• Observe deadlines. 
• Submit high school records and scores (retest if necessary). 

January—February of senior 
year 

Apply for financial aid. 
• Consult financial aid office. 
• Secure forms and note deadlines. 
• Completer the FAFSA as soon as possible after January 1st. 

November—May of senior 
year 

Make some final decisions 
• Confer with parents and counsel about final decision 
• Confirm his or her decision, and other admission offers. 
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Factors to Consider in Your College Choice 

After you have made a list of colleges you would like to explore in depth, you may use 
this sheet as a checklist.  Place the name of the college at the top of the column and 
rate each area.  This procedure should help you narrow your college choices. 

 
Name of College  

Rating Scale: 5 = Superior/4 = Above Average/3 = Average/2 
= Below Average/1 = Poor College Scores 

Academic Programs—appropriate for my intended major and 
which will assist me in achieving future educational goals. 

Academic Programs—available if my interests shift to a  
different field. 

Extra-Curricular Activities—which will meet my personal and 
career needs? 

Campus Facilities—libraries, laboratories, classrooms, living 
units, recreational areas. 

Student body—consistent with my intellectual capability and 
sufficient diversity to stimulate personal growth.  Pace of  
academic life will be appropriate. 

Access to the Facility—student/faculty ratio, class size  
percentage of classes taught by professors versus teaching 
assistants. 

Location—urban, suburban, or rural; proximity to home; type 
of community. 

Size—number of students enrolled meets my preference. 

Tradition—academic innovation and intellectual excitement 

Transfer Credits—credit earned at this institution will be  
recognized by other colleges should you decide to transfer. 

Cost—includes tuition fees, room and board, and travel  
expenses. 

Admission Requirements—test scores, rank in class, high 
school courses, activities, talents. 
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www.gocollege.com—(Goes into detail about different education options.) 

SEARCHING FOR THE RIGHT COLLEGE …  Where do I start?? 
Internet Research Tools 

http://secure.whatsnextillinois.org—What’s next Illinois 

www.careercruising.com –username: Pecatonica  password: careers 

www.careerandcolleges.com—(You can set up a free account and search for scholarships, research 
colleges, and match majors to careers.) 

www.mycollegeguide.org—(Great articles!  There is also a search engine to search for schools by differ-
ent characteristics.  You can also request information from schools directly from this site.) 

www.collegeview.com—(Good one! Great search, provides editing on essay and electronic applica-
tions.) 

www.collegeboard.com—(College Board’s home page.  They have a good college search and testing 
information as well as career and financial aid info.) 

www.ncaa.org (Guide for student athletes.) 

www.petersons.com/ - (A good start for college admissions information.) 

www.usnews.com/sections/rankings/ - (Provides the US Rankings by different categories.) 

www.clas.ufl.edu/au/ - (easy to use direct links to 102 colleges.) 

www.campustours.com/ - (Virtual tours of hundreds of campuses.) 

COLLEGE MAJORS 

www.niu.edu/Careerservices/weblinks/ - (Do you know what career you want but have no idea what ma-
jor will help you get there?  Check out NIU’s website called MajorWeblink.  Very useful .. Even if you 
don’t go to NIU! 

www.mymajors.com/ - A short assessment to help identify what college major may be right for you.  The 
brief assessment is free.  There is a cost for the extended results. 

www.fastaid.com— Great scholarship search site!  More that 20,000 people access this free scholarship 
search database containing 400,000 scholarships each day. 

www.scholarships.com—Sort by deadline, dollar amount relevancy.  Top Ten lists for winning scholar-
ships, completing the FAFSA, mistakes to avoid on the FAFSA, etc ... 

www.fastweb.com 

www.wiredscholar.com—This website is the search for the Illinois Student Assistance Commission. 

www.finaid.org—Lots of info on loans, scholarship scams, savings accounts.  A very good general 
source for financial aid, FINAID also has a financial aid estimator. 

www.fafsa.ed.gov—FAFSA on the Web: Apply to federal financial aid online!  Processing time is seven 
days as opposed to 3-4 weeks using the paper version. 

www.internationalscholarships.com—Searchable online database of scholarships around the world. 

FINANCIAL AID 
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STEERING THE “SCHOLAR SHIP’ 

Probably the most asked question on the lips of senior parents today is, “Where can 
we find the money to pay for college?”  With the cost of a college education escalating 
wildly, it’s no wonder the financial concerns top our parents’ lists as their children  
engage in the college admission process. 
 
What’s the answer?  For many parents, scholarships become the Holy Grail.  “Surely 
there must be some money out there for my child” reasons the parent who is desperate 
to find some way to pay that looming tuition bill.  And so families board the  
“scholar-ship’ and cast off, looking for the “free dollars” for college. 
 
The reality is that there is no such thing as a free lunch, and that well-worn cliché  
applies to college funding as well.  The truth is that there aren’t millions and billions of 
dollars floating out somewhere in space just waiting for you to pluck them off the 
money tree to pay for your child’s education: 
 
1. It is the family’s responsibility to pay for college—As unpleasant as the may 

feel, all financial aid theory is based upon the premise that the primary                 
responsibility for paying for college belongs to you—the family.  The most solid 
piece of advice we offer every family is so very simple:  You must start to save for 
college long    before your child begins to attend his/her future alma mater. 

2. Many scholarships are marketing tools—Scholarships are often awarded to   
students in order to lure them to attend a particular school or major in a specific 
area.  If your child isn’t interested in a school, applying for a scholarship to that 
school doesn’t make much sense. 

3. Applying for a scholarship requires time and effort—often, students (and     
parents!) are amazed to discover that a scholarship application can rival the    
depth and complexity of an Ivy League college application!  Most scholarships    
require an additional essay or two, plus several letters of recommendations;     
some even go so far as to dictate how the application is to be assembled and    
what kind of type should be used!  The point is this: students need to make         
time to complete scholarship applications.  Parents can certainly seek information 
about scholarships, but students must make the commitment to complete the       
application. 

4. Don’t forget that every scholarship has a “scholar” in its name—Most      
scholarships are geared to the best and brightest of every high school class.    
While there are a growing number of scholarships that recognize leadership or 
community service, the fact remains that many scholarship are targeted to the 
same small group of students. 
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Special thanks to the Counseling Department at Sycamore High School, Byron High School 
and George Kaziuski, college and career consultant at Hoffman Estates high School for ideas, 
consultation, and expertise on student issues related to college planning. 

5. Check the “warranty” on each scholarship—Some scholarships are awarded once 
in the life of a student, while others are renewable.  If a student wins a $5000  
scholarship for his freshman year, we suggest you see if that award is renewable 
over four years before you throw a lavish party to celebrate your good fortune.  If an 
award isn’t renewable after freshman year, chances are, that in successive years, 
the scholarship dollar amount will be covered by none other than you! 

6.  Check the “warranty” on each scholarship—Some scholarships are awarded once    
in the life of a student, while others are renewable.  If a student wins a $5000 scholar     
ship for his freshman year, we suggest you see if that award is renewable over four 
years before you throw a lavish party to celebrate your good fortune.  If an award isn’t 
renewable after freshman year, chances are, that in successive years, the scholarship 
dollar amount will be covered by none other than you! 

7.  Investigate scholarship services wisely—One of the fastest growing franchise       
opportunities today is the scholarship search market.  Many of our families receive   
impressive letters on embossed letterheads, usually postmarked “Washington, D.C.” 
with an address on “Pennsylvania Avenue”.  These marketing schemes promise to find 
you five sources of financial aid or scholarships for “only $79.95” or some similar 
amount.  The truth is that it costs approximately $8 per student to access a national 
computerized database of scholarships.  In Illinois, we are very fortunate that our state 
financial aid agency, the Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) has secured a 
franchise so that none of you have to squander your funds to learn about scholarships.  
ISAC can be accessed at www.collegezone.com.  Once there, click on Scholarships 
under Financial Aid Programs and scroll down to view five different websites that have 
scholarship searches.  One of these scholarships sites is ww.fastweb.com, a very ef-
fective tool for accessing scholarships quickly. 
 
Hopefully, we’ve cleared up some myths about scholarships and have given you practi-
cal advice about the scholarship process.  Happy Hunting! 
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A Check List for the Scholarship Process 

 
FIRST, CHECK THE PHS WEBSITE—The Guidance page on the Pecatonica High 
School Website contains a link to a list of current scholarship opportunities.          
Scholarship applications can also be obtained through this site,  either by directing you 
to the scholarship website or providing you with the link to download the .pdf file.  If 
you have already been accepted to your school of choice and have NOT received    
financial aid/scholarship information, you should contact the school’s financial aid     
office for potential opportunities.  Approximately 80% of all financial aid still comes from 
the school itself. 
 
CHECK THE QUALIFICATIONS— Nearly all scholarships are looking for some very 
specific candidates.  Not only are high grade points and test scores often required, but 
factors like ethnicity, major, gender, year in school, and type of college attending are 
often required by the scholarship.  Before you start writing, READ THE               
QUALIFICATIONS!  
 
CHECK THE CRITERIA NEEDED—Most scholarships will rely on a combination of 
factors in determining who will receive an award.  These factors include grade point 
average, ACT/SAT scores, extra-curricular activities, work experience, community   
service, honors and awards, and family financial statements.  You may also be         
required to write an essay (or more than one!) and to secure recommendations from 
school and non-school personnel.  Supplying all this information can be very time-
consuming:  Make sure you carefully weigh your chances for receiving an award     
versus the amount of time needed to completer all the application’s components. 
 
CHECK THE DEADLINE—All scholarships will have either the date the application is 
to be postmarked or when it is to be received.  In either case, you should have the 
scholarship submitted well in advance.  In cases where the scholarship is to be turned 
into the PHS guidance office, we recommend that students get the application and all 
accompanying materials into our office five days in advance of a postmark date.  While 
there are certainly times that our turnaround time for transcripts is quicker, we do     
experience busy times when it might take the entire five days to get a scholarship   
mailing on its way.  In the cases of an application needing to be received by a certain 
date, one might be well advised to get the application in even earlier! 
 
PREPARE A RESUME—Nearly all scholarship applications demand a compilation of 
extracurricular activities, work experience, honors and awards, community service, etc.  
Rather than “reinventing the wheel” with each scholarship, one should consider      
constructing a resume that can simply be inserted with each application.  Your coun-
selor can show you examples of effective resumes; you can also look at sample re-
sumes by using Yahoo or other search engines. 
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PREPARE A CAREER GOAL STATEMENT— Many scholarship applications will ask 
for a brief (1/2 page to 1 page) statement/essay about your plans for the future.  Since 
these tend to be rather generic requests, one could prepare a well-worded statement 
in advance and simply attach it to the application form. 
 
PREPARING FOR AND WRITING THE ESSAY—A few tips: 
• When given the choice, write about something you’re familiar with and/or           

passionate about. 
• “Show” rather than “tell” - Use anecdotes and examples. 
• Be technically perfect. 
• Use your own “voice” - don’t be pretentious or flowery. 
• Be brief and concise. 
 
CHOOSE A “GOOD” RECOMMENDATION WRITER—Almost all the scholarships will 
require you to submit anywhere from one to four or five recommendations (two seems 
to be the most common amount).  It is probably wise, therefore, to get pledges from at 
least two school personnel and one non-school personnel to write a recommendation 
for you.  They should obviously be people who know your abilities well and will speak 
well of you!  You certainly should supply them with the resume you developed and 
should give them a deadline for completion (no shorter than two weeks).  Encourage 
them to be personal and anecdotal—it makes you “come alive”.   
 
MAKE A FINAL CHECK—People who award scholarships often times have a difficult 
job choosing winners.  Don’t make their job easier by omitting a recommendation,   
misplacing your essay, neglecting to include a transcript or worst of all, missing a 
deadline.  Keep yourself in the running by taking time just before you mail to see that 
absolutely everything is in order! 
 
BE REALISTIC—Applying for scholarships for which you have no ‘reasonable” chance 
of competing for is simply a waste of time.  Scholarship applications require time and 
energy; before you take all these essential steps above, make sure you are being  
honest with yourself about your chances. 
 

HAPPY HUNTING! 

Inspired and adapted from George Kazluski—College and Career Consultant at Hoffman Estates High School. 
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Academic Eligibility for College Athletes 

NCAA Requirements for Division I Eligibility 
 
The 16 core-course rule requires 16 core courses for Division I only.  Students must 
complete three years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher), and four years of additional 
core courses.  The additional core courses may be taken in any area: English,     
mathematics, natural/physical science, social science, foreign language or              
non-doctrinal religion/philosophy.  The breakdown of the requirements is listed below: 

DIVISION I 
16 CORE-COURSE RULE 

If you want to participate in athletics or receive an athletics scholarship during your first 
year, you must: 
-Graduate from high school; 
-Complete these 16 core courses: 
 4 years of English 
 3 years of mathematics (Algebra 1 or higher) 
 2 years of natural/physical (including 1 yr. Of lab if offered by H.S.) 
 1 year of additional English, mathematics or natural/physical science 
 2 years of social science 
 4 years of additional courses (any above, foreign language, religion) 
-Earn a minimum required grade-point average in your core courses; and  
-Earn a combined SAT or ACT sum score that matches your core-course grade-point 
average and test score (for example, a 2,400 core-course grade-point average needs 
as 860 SAT). 

Requirement to graduate with your high school class 
You must graduate from high school on schedule (in eight semesters) with your        
incoming ninth-grade class.  If you graduate from high school in eight semesters with 
your class, you may use one core course completed in the year after graduation 
(summer or academic year) to meet NCAA Division I eligibility requirements. 
 
Division I Qualifier 
Being a qualifier entitles you to: 
-Practice or compete for your college or university during your first year of college; 
-Receive athletic scholarships during your first year of college; and 
-Play four seasons in your sport if you maintain your eligibility from year to year. 
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OTHER IMPORTANT INFROMATION 

DIVISION II 
2008-2013 

 
 
If you enroll in a Division II college and want to participate in athletics or receive an     
athletics scholarship during your first year, you must 
 - Graduate from high school: 
 - Complete these 14 core courses: 
  3 years of English 
  2 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher) 
  2 years of natural/physical science (1yr. Of lab if offered by H.S.) 
  2 years of additional English, mathematics or natural/physical science 
  2 years of social science 
  3 years of additional courses (from any area above, foreign language or  
                  non-doctrinal religion/philosophy) 
 -Earn a 2.000 grade-point average or better in your core courses; and  
 -Earn a combined SAT score of 820 or an Act sum score of 68. 
 
Division II Qualifier 
Being a qualifier entitles you to: 
 -Practice or compete for your college or university during your first year or college; 
 -Receive an athletics scholarship during your first year of college; and 
 -Play four seasons in your sport if you maintain your eligibility from year to year. 

Athletes can receive financial aid to attend college their freshmen year if they have not 
received an athletic scholarship. 
 
Athletes can be released from their letters of intent if they do not meet the school’s   
requirements.  They must request this release in writing to the school where they had 
signed their letter of intent. 
 
Athletes who have a late change in plans are encouraged to pursue scholarships at 
Division II schools.  Division II schools are more likely to have late scholarship funding 
available. 
 
All athletes going to Division I or Division II schools on an athletic scholarship or as a 
walk-on must fill out a NCAA Clearinghouse form on-line at 
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  Only courses that satisfy the NCAA definition of a core 
course can be used to calculate your NCAA grade point average. 
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See your counselor or check directly with the college for clarification on this as needed.  
For Division III schools, students should contact each individually for their eligibility   
restrictions.  For more information regarding NCAA eligibility, please go to 
www.NCAA.org.  Click on “Student athletics and Parents” in the “Custom home 
pages” section.  You may also visit the clearinghouse Web site at 
www.NCAAclearinghouse.net. 
 
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT NCAA ELIGIBILITY, PLEASE CALL THE NCAA 
INITIAL ELIGIBILITY CLEARINGHOUSE TOLL-FREE AT 877/262-1492.  YOU MAY 
ALSO CALL THE NCAA AT 317/917-6222. 

NOTE: 
Some colleges may require athletes to meet regular admission requirements in        
addition to NCAA requirements to receive a scholarship.  Athletes are responsible for 
meeting the requirements.  Signing a letter of intent does not guarantee that a       
scholarship will be given.  Athletes must meet the college’s requirements by the end of 
their senior year to guarantee the scholarship. 
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 English       4 years 
 Mathematics (Algebra 1 and above)   3 years 
 Social Studies      3 years 
 Science (Biology, Chemistry, and Physics)  3 years 
 Foreign Language (of the same language)  2 years 
  
 Many colleges may also require additional courses in: 
 Mathematics 
 Fine and Performing Arts 
 Computer Science 
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National Test Date Schedule 2011-2012 
 

Pecatonica High School ACT/SAT Code—143410 

ACT 
www.actstudent.org 
ACT  - $30 
ACT + Writing = $49.50 

 
9/8/2012 
10/27/12 
12/8/12 
2/9/13 
6/8/13 

 

SAT 
www.collegeboard.com 
$49.00 

  

PSAT/NMSQT 
(Juniors—The PSAT is 
used as a practice for the 
SAT and also to qualify for 
scholarships under the   
National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation) 
 
www.collegeboard.com 
Location : PHS 
$14.00 

  
 
 
 
Sign up in Counseling office 

Advanced Placement      
Exams 
(AP) 
 
Location: PHS 

 
AP Chemistry 

5/7/12 
AP Calculus AB 

5/9/12 

 
All AP students will be    
registered for the exam 
through their AP class. 

Test Test Date Registration Deadline 
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Illinois State Universities 
2010-2011 Admission Requirements 

Applications to state universities in Illinois should be made to the university as a whole 
except the University of Illinois where the application is made to a specific college 
within the university.  The following requirements are subject to change each year and 
are listed here as a guideline.  Each family/student should check with individual college 
admission offices for current guidelines. 

Name of University Requirements 

Eastern Illinois University www.eiu.edu 
Charleston—61920 
Admissions—217-581-2223 
U-grad Enrollment—About 10,000  Fee-$30.00 

18 ACT & either top 25% class rank or 3.0 GPA 
19 ACT & either top 50% or FPA 2.5 
22 ACT & either top 75% or GPA 2.25 

Illinois State University www.IllinoisState.edu 
Normal—61790-2200 
Admissions—800-366-2478 
U-grad Enrollment—18, 344            Fee-$40.00 

Illinois State considers the following when making 
an admission decision:  GPA, ACT/SAT scores, HS 
transcript, and Academic personal statement. 

Northern Illinois University www.niu.edu 
DeKalb—60115 
Admissions 815-753-0446/815-892-3050 
U-grad Enrollment—24,000 
Special Admissions Available          Fee-$30.00           

19 ACT & either top 50% class rank or GPA 2.75 
23 ACT & either top 75% class rank or GPA 2.5 

Southern Illinois University  www.siuc.edu 
Carbondale—62901 
Admissions—618-536-4405 
U-grad Enrollment—20,350 
Special Admissions Available          Fee– $30.00 

Upper 50-99% and ACT 18-20 
or ACT 21 

University of Illinois—Urbana  www.uiuc.edu 
Urbana/Champaign—61801 
Admissions—217-333-0302 
U-grad Enrollment—31,209             Fee-$40.00 

See University of Illinois application or the specific 
requirements for each school. 

University of Illinois—Chicago  www.uic.edu 
P.O. Box 5220, Chicago, 60680 
Admission—312-996-4350 
U-grad Enrollment over 25,000        Fee-$40.00 

See University of Illinois application or the specific 
requirements for each school. 

Western Illinois University   www.wiu.edu 
Macomb—61445-1390 
Admissions—309-298-3157 
U-grad enrollment 13,600                Fee-$30.00 

GPA of 2.5 and ACT 20 (SAT 940) 
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QUESTIONS TO ASK A COLLEGE 

The following questions may be helpful in your college search.  You can use this list as 
a guide or create your own list from these questions.  Research these questions by  
going through college view books, using the internet, or taking college visits.  Ask   
people you know at college some of these questions, older siblings, college              
representative when they visit Pecatonica high school, admission representatives, or 
tour guides when you visit campuses, or representatives at college fairs.  Use this as a 
guide to find out what is important to you! 
 
Admission Questions 
• What are your admission requirements? 
• What is your average FPA and ACT/SAT scores? 
• What are your acceptable ranges for GAP and ACT/SAT scores? 
• What are your course requirements?  Do you require foreign language and if so 

how many years? 
• What are your deadlines? 
• Do you require letters of recommendation?  If so, how many and from whom? 
• Is there an essay that is required?  What are you looking for in an essay? 
• Do you have other requirements?  SAT subject tests?  An ACT or SAT writing  

sample? 
 
Academic Questions 
• Is the college public or private? 
• What is the average class size and what is the student-to-faculty ratio? 
• Do Professors teach undergraduate courses or do you use teaching assistants? 
• Do you have lecture halls and what is your largest lecture hall or class size? 
• What will it take for me to graduate in four years? 
• What type of academic calendar do you use?  (Examples: semester, trimesters, 

quarters) 
• Are faculty members easy to reach outside of class? 
• Who will be my academic advisor? 
• Do you accept AP credit and where can I get a list of AP credit that is accepted? 
• Are there undergraduate research opportunities available to me? 
• What are some of your strongest academic programs? 
• What percent of students attend graduate or professional school? 
• Is there an Honors Program and if so what are the requirements? 
• Do you have the areas of study that are of interest to me? 
• What types of programs are in place for undecided majors? 
• What type of tutoring services are available and are they free? 
• What types of academic, counseling, and career services are available to me? 
• What types of services are available through your career placement center? 
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Student Body 
• What is your undergraduate enrollment? 
• Do you have graduate programs?  What is your graduate enrollment? 
• What is the male/female ratio? 
• What is the diversity like on campus?  Cultural, religious, geographic, etc…? 
• What do students do for fun? 
• Do most students stay on campus on the weekends? 
• Do you have the extra-curricular activities that are of interest to me? 
• What is the school spirit like on campus? 
• Is there a Greek system?  Is there a significant “Greek presence” on campus? 
• What are some of the most popular student activities on campus? 
• What percentage of students complete internships?  What are some of your        

internship opportunities? 
• What percentage of students study abroad and where? 
• What percentage of the students live on campus and what percentage commute?   
• What are retention and graduation rates? 
 
Campus 
• Where is the campus located? 
• What is the setting like?  rural—suburban—urban? 
• How easy is it to get home and which means of transportation is best? 
• What is the campus atmosphere on a daily basis? 
• What types of housing are available? 
• Is the campus compact or spread out?  How long does it take to walk from one side 

of the campus to another?  Is there a bus system? 
• How can I schedule a visit to your campus? 
• What types of jobs are available on campus? 
• What are the classroom, housing, athletic, library, lab facilities like on campus?  

(Ask about the ones that interest you!) 
• What computer and other specialized facilities are available for student use? 
• What does the community or area have to offer where the campus is located? 
• How safe is the campus?  What programs are put into place? 
 
Financial Aid 
• What is the total cost for one year at your institution? 
• Do you have a fixed tuition rate? 
• What types of scholarships and financial aid are available? 
• Do you require additional forms with the FAFSA for financial aid—What percent of 

students receive some form of financial aid? 
• What is the average loan package? 
• How do I go about applying for scholarships at your school? 
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The questions which follow can help you focus college selection and admissions where 
it belongs: on you as an individual.  You may feel embarrassed or self-conscious when 
you first consider these questions.  However, an honest and thoughtful self-evaluation 
can reveal what you should look for in colleges and prepare you for statements you will 
be asked to make about yourself in essays and interviews when you apply to college.  
If you are willing to look seriously at yourself, you can find the colleges which are right 
for you  and present yourself effectively to them. 
 

 
YOUR GOALS AND VALUES 

 
1. What aspects of your high school year have you enjoyed the most?  Have you 

missed anything during this time?  If you could live this period over again, would 
you do anything differently? 

2. What values are most important to you?  What do you care most about?  What 
concerns occupy most of your energy, effort, and thoughts? 

3. How do you define success?  Are you satisfied with your accomplishments to 
date?  What do you want to accomplish in the years ahead? 

4. What kind of person would you like to become?  Of your unique gifts and 
strengths, which would you most like to develop?  What would you most like to 
change about yourself? 

5. Is there anything you have ever secretly wanted to do or be? If you had a year 
to go anywhere and do whatever you wanted, how would you spend that year? 

6. What events or experiences have shaped your growth and way of thinking?   
 

 
YOUR EDUCATION 

 
7. What are your academic interests?  Which courses have you enjoyed most?  

Which courses have been most difficult for you? 
8. What do you choose to learn when you can on your own?  Consider interests 

pursued beyond class assignments:  Topics chosen for research papers, lab       
reports, independent projects; independent reading; school activities; job or        
volunteer work.  What do your choices show about your interests and the way you 
like to learn? 

9. How do you learn best?  What methods of teaching and style of teaching engage 
your interest and effort most. 



 

Pecatonica High School Counseling  Department 

10. How much do you genuinely like to read, discuss issues, and exchange 
ideas?  What has been your most stimulating intellectual experience in recent 
years? 

11. Have you worked up to your potential in high school?  Is your academic record 
an accurate measure of your ability and potential?  What do you consider the best 
measures of your potential college work? 

12. Are there any outside circumstances (in your recent experience or           
background) which have interfered with your academic performance?        
Consider such factors as: after-school job, home responsibilities or difficulties,     
excessive school activities, illness or emotional stress, parental pressure, English 
not spoken at home, problems or course scheduling, or other factors which are 
unique to your recent experience or background. 

 
YOUR ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS 

 
13. What activities do you most enjoy outside the daily routine of school and 

other responsibilities?  Which activities have meant the most to you?  Looking 
back, would have made different choices? 

14. Do your activities show any pattern of commitment, competence, or contribu-
tion? 

15. How would others describe your school or home community?  What do you   
consider your most significant contribution? 

16. After a long, hard day, what do you enjoy most?  What do you do for fun?  For 
relaxation? 

 
THE WORLD AROUND YOU 

 
17. How would you describe your school, family home town?  How has your      

environment influenced your way of thinking?  How have your interests and abilities 
been acknowledged or limited by your school and home/ 

18. What do your parents and friends expect of you?  How have their expectations 
influenced the goals and standards you set for yourself?  What pressures have you 
felt to conform? 

19. What has been the most controversial issue in your school or community?  
How does the issue concern you?  What has been your reaction to the               
controversy?  What is your opinion about the issue? 

20. Have you ever encountered people who thought and acted differently than 
you did?  What did you learn about yourself and others? 

 
 
Inspired and adapted from George Kazluski—College and Career consultant at Hoffman Estates High School 
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Transition from High School to College 
General Differences Between High School and College 

High school is mandatory and free (unless you choose 
other options). 
 
Your time is usually structured by others 
 
You need permission to participate in extracurricular  
activities. 
 
 
 
You can count on parents and teachers to remind you of 
your responsibilities and to guide you in setting priorities. 
 
 
Guiding principle:  you will usually be told what your   
responsibilities are and corrected if your behavior is out 
of line. 

College is voluntary and expensive. 
 
 
You manage your own time. 
 
You must decide whether to participate in extracurricular 
activities. 
(Hint:  Choose wisely in the first semester and then add 
later). 
 
You will be faced with a large number of moral and   
ethical decisions you have not had to face previously.  
You must balance your responsibilities and set priorities. 
 
Guiding principle:  You’re old enough to take             
responsibility for what you do and don’t do, as well as for 
the consequences of your decision.. 

PERSONAL FREEDOM IN HIGH SCHOOL ... PERSONAL FREEDOM IN COLLEGE ... 

Teachers check your completed homework. 
 
 
 
Teachers remind you of your incomplete work. 
 
Teachers approach you if they believe you need         
assistance. 
 
Teachers are often available for conversation before, 
during, or after class. 
 
Teachers have been trained in teaching methods to   
assist in imparting knowledge to students. 
 
Teachers provide you with information you missed when 
you were absent. 
 
Teachers present material to help you understand the 
material in the text book. 
 
 
 
 
Teachers often write information on the board to be   
copied in your notes. 
 
 
 
Teachers impart knowledge and facts, sometimes    
drawing direct connections as leading you through the 
thinking process. 
 
Teachers often take time to remind you of assignments 
and due dates. 

Instructors may not always check completed homework, 
but they will assume you can perform the same tasks on 
tests. 
 
Instructors may not remind you of incomplete work. 
 
Instructors are usually open and helpful, but most expect 
you to initiate contact if you need assistance. 
 
Instructors expect and want you to attend their sched-
uled office hours. 
 
Instructors have been trained as experts in their particu-
lar areas of study. 
 
Instructors expect you to get from classmates any notes 
from classes you missed. 
 
Instructors may not follow the textbook.  Instead, to am-
plify the text, they may give illustrations, provide applied 
learning through internships, practicum or occupational 
experience in shops and labs.  Or, they may expect you 
to relate the classes to the textbook readings. 
 
Instructors may lecture nonstop, expecting you to iden-
tify the important points in your notes.  When Instructors 
write on the board, it may be to amplify the lecture, not 
to summarize it.  Good notes are a must. 
 
Instructors expect you to think about and synthesize 
seemingly unrelated topics. 
 
 
Instructors expect you to read, save, and consult the 
course syllabus (outline): the syllabus spells out exactly 
what is expected of you, when it is due, and how you will 
be graded.  

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS ... COLLEGE INSTRUCTORS …  
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Testing is frequent and covers small amounts of material. 
 
 
 
 
Makeup tests are often available. 
 
 
Teachers frequently rearrange test dates to avoid conflict 
with school events. 
 
 
Teachers frequently conduct review sessions, pointing out 
the most important concepts. 
 
 
Mastery is usually seen as the ability to reproduce what you 
were taught in the form in which it was presented to you, or 
to solve the kinds of problems you were shown how to solve. 

Testing is usually infrequent and may be cumulative,      
covering large amounts of material.  You, not the instructor, 
need to organize the material to prepare for the test.  A 
particular course may have only 2 or 3 tests in a semester. 
 
Makeup tests are seldom an option: if they are, you need to 
request them. 
 
Instructors in different courses usually schedule tests     
without regard to the demands of other courses or outside   
activities. 
 
Professors rarely offer review sessions, and when they do, 
they expect you to be an active participant, one who comes 
prepared with questions. 
 
Mastery is often seen as the ability to apply what you’ve 
learned to real situations or to solve new kinds of problems. 
 

TESTS IN HIGH SCHOOL ... TESTS IN COLLEGE ... 

Grades are given for most assigned work. 
 
Consistently good homework grades may help raise your 
overall grade when test grades are low. 
 
Extra credit projects are often available to help you raise 
your grade. 
 
Initial test grades, especially when they are low, may not 
have an adverse effect on your final grade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guiding principle: “Effort counts.”  Courses are usually  
structured to reward a “good-faith effort.” 

Grades may not be provided for all assigned work. 
 
Grades on tests and major projects usually provide most of 
the course grade. 
 
Extra credit projects cannot, generally speaking, be used to 
raise a grade in a college course. 
 
Watch out for your first test.  These are usually “wake-up-
calls” to let you know what is expected—but they also may 
account for a substantial part of your course grade.  You 
may be shocked when you get your grades.  If you receive 
notice of low grades on either an Early-Term or Mid-
Semester Progress Report, see your academic advisor or 
visit the Academic Support Center.  Some programs require 
a “C” or better in all classes.  A class grade below a “C” 
may need to be repeated. 
 
Guiding principle:  “Results count.”  though “good-faith  
effort” is important in regard to the instructor’s willingness to 
help you achieve good results, it will not substitute for    
results in the grading process. 

GRADES IN HIGH SCHOOL ... GRADES IN COLLEGE ... 

You may study outside of class as little as 0—2 hours a 
week, and this may be mostly last-minute test preparation. 
 
You often need to read or hear presentations only once to 
learn all you need to learn about them. 
 
You are expected to read short assignments that are then 
discussed, and often re-taught, in class. 
 
Guiding principle:  You will usually be told in class what you 
needed to learn from assigned readings. 

You need to study at least 2 to 3 hours for each hour in 
class. 
 
You need to review class notes and text material regularly. 
 
You are assigned substantial amounts of reading and    
writing which may not be directly addressed in class. 
 
 
Guiding principle:  It’s up to you to read and understand the 
assigned material; lectures and assignments proceed from 
the assumption that you’ve already done so. 

STUDYING IN HIGH SCHOOL ... STUDYING IN COLLEGE ... 

Information from Mid-State Technical College website:  Lianne Musser, College Coordinator—Lyons Twp.  H.S. 


