
May 11, 2021
Sunridge Middle School, Pendleton School District

Pendleton, Oregon

Welcome to the
21st Annual

Crystal Apple
“Excellence in Education”

Awards



Excellence in Education
Each year, the InterMountain Education Service District (IMESD) 
organizes the annual Crystal Apple “Excellence in Education” 
Awards for our 18 component school districts. The purpose of these 
awards is to recognize outstanding individuals in the education 
field who are dedicated to the success of our students. Exceptional 
administrators, teachers, classroom assistants and school staff 
in our communities deserve recognition and praise for their hard 
work in schools each and every day. The Crystal Apple Awards 
honor and celebrate these individuals. Thank you to all the winners 
for providing exemplary learning environments!

Crystal Apple Award Winners 2021
Athena-Weston School District
Superintendent: Laure Quaresma
Becky Buckles (Lead Cook)
 Weston Middle School
Katherine Funderburk (Language Arts Teacher)
 Weston Middle School

Helix School District
Superintendent: Darrick Cope
Katie Harlow (2nd Grade Teacher)
 Helix Elementary School
Mary Lewis (Lead Custodian)
 Helix School District

Milton-Freewater Unified School District
Superintendent: Aaron Duff
Jeff Bishop (5th Grade Teacher)
 Ferndale Elementary School
Kathleen King (Bus Driver)
 Milton-Freewater Unified School District
Denette Rhoads (Paraprofessional)
 Gib Olinger Elementary School
Cindy Saldana (Teacher)
 Central Middle School
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Pendleton School District
Superintendent: Chris Fritsch
Karen Demianew (Counselor)
 Pendleton High School
Teri McCoy (Paraprofessional/Office Assistant)
 Hawthorne High School
Jan Patton (Paraprofessional)
 Sunridge Middle School
Shellie Wyss (Kindergarten Teacher)
 Pendleton Early Learning Center

Pilot Rock School District
Superintendent: Troy Jerome
All Staff of the Pilot Rock School District

Ukiah School District
Superintendent: Jim Reger
Norma Barber (Lead Teacher)
 Ukiah School
Kari Keen (Library Technician)
 Ukiah School

InterMountain Education Service District
Superintendent: Dr. Mark Mulvihill
Marla Royal (Executive Assistant to the 

Superintendent)
Shane Weston (Technology Specialist)
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ATHENA-WESTON SCHOOL DISTRICT

HELIX SCHOOL DISTRICT

Winner Biographies

Becky Buckles is the Lead Cook 
for Weston Middle School and 
has worked for the district 
for nine years. Becky does an 
amazing job ensuring students 
receive quality, nutritious meals, 
never hesitating to say, “yes, 
I can do that.” When COVID 
shut down normal food service 

operations, Becky was willing to think outside the 
box and implement new ways to provide food for 
students and their siblings, plus family food boxes. 
Her smile, kind words and caring sense of humor 
appeal to students and staff alike. 

Katie Harlow is a Second Grade 
Teacher at Helix Elementary 
School and has worked four 
years in the district. With her 
kindness and patience, Katie 
has handled the past year’s 
challenges with grace and 
determination. When school 
transitioned to in person and 

then full day, she helped students navigate these 
changes and the big feelings that accompanied 
them. An exceptional communicator with a constant 
smile, Katie is understanding and approachable. 
“Mrs. Harlow is loved by her students and truly has 
a heart for helping children succeed.”

Katherine Funderburk is a 
Language Arts Teacher at 
Weston Middle School and 
has worked in the district for 
three years. Full of energy 
and innovative ideas, Kati is a 
leader in connecting school, 
student, family and community. 
She integrates creativity and 
technology into her lessons. 
Kati leads the Character Strong program and 
coordinated a Mental Health Awareness Day. 
During the pandemic, she planned several events to 
improve student and parent morale. “Kati has been 
a huge positive force for students, families, the 
community and her colleagues through what has 
been the most difficult year of education in any of 
our memories.”

Mary Lewis is the Lead 
Custodian for Helix School 
District, where she has worked 
for 10 years. During that time, 
Mary has shown amazing 
dedication and developed 
an appreciation of the small 
school and community. She 
understands the inner workings 
of the school and pitches in wherever needed, 
surpassing expectations to ensure spotless buildings 
and attractive outside grounds. She has proven to 
be a very valuable part of the team and a great asset 
to the district.

Becky Buckles

Katie Harlow

Katherine 
Funderburk

Mary Lewis
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MILTON-FREEWATER UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Jeff Bishop is a Fifth Grade 
Teacher at Ferndale Elementary 
who has worked 14 years for 
the district. During distance 
learning, Jeff perfected the 
art of using multiple mediums 
to reach students in a fun and 
engaging way. His inventive 
teaching methods build great 

student connections. Jeff has assumed several 
leadership positions, including coordinator of the 
Outdoor School program, and works well with all 
staff to build a positive school culture. “He has set 
an example that Milton-Freewater students can do 
what they set out to do.”

Denette Rhoads is a 
Paraprofessional at Gib Olinger 
Elementary and has worked six 
years for the district. Whether 
working with students or helping 
in the office, she is an outstanding 
team player. This year, Denette 
stepped into a new role working 
in the Milestones classroom 

where she has formed special connections with many 
students. Always willing to jump right in, she is not 
afraid to join them in a game on the playground or 
play dollhouse or Thomas trains, and has many tricks 
up her sleeve to get students to be successful and 
grow at their level.

Kathleen King is a Bus Driver 
for the Milton-Freewater 
Unified School District, where 
she has worked for 25 years. 
Transportation during the 
past year has been an ongoing 
game of “Whack-a-Mole”, with 
constantly changing targets. 
From LIPI to Hybrid schedules 
to Preschool and ECSE, Kathleen has driven every 
route she has been asked to, understanding that 
in 15 minutes it will change again. Her experience 
and dependability have quietly, in the background, 
helped get more students than even she has been 
able to count to the places they needed to be. 
Kathleen is an invaluable asset to the district!

Cindy Saldana is a Teacher at 
Central Middle School who has 
worked five years for the Milton-
Freewater district. Cindy creates 
a learning environment where 
students feel part of a classroom 
family, and she strives to support 
social/emotional needs as well 
as academics. Greeting students 
each morning with humor and encouragement, 
she cultivates connections and trust. Not only does 
she educate her students on cultural diversity, 
she celebrates it with them. “Cindy embodies our 
district’s mission of delivering superior education 
to all through the differentiation she provides each 
and every one of her students.”

Jeff Bishop

Denette Rhoads

Kathleen King

Cindy Saldana
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PENDLETON SCHOOL DISTRICT

Karen Demianew is a Counselor 
at Pendleton High School and 
has worked 23 years for the 
district. Although the counseling 
job can be difficult, Karen 
always handles her work with 
confidence and professionalism. 
Her interactions with students 
demonstrate her compassion, 

understanding, kindness and helpfulness. One 
parent said Karen has worked diligently with her 
student, who struggles in school, to help make 
decisions about classes and career, all with the 
attitude of wanting what is best for the student and 
considering the student’s input. “She has not given 
up on this “tough” student, and her support has 
been very much appreciated!”

Jan Patton is a Paraprofessional 
at Sunridge Middle School and 
she has worked nine years for 
PSD. Jan is flexible, proactive 
and tackles her daily tasks 
with great enthusiasm. She 
has been the backbone of the 
reading intervention program 
at Sunridge, where she has 

become very knowledgeable and able to identify 
areas where students need additional support. Jan 
is adept at connecting with students, positively 
supporting them, providing them opportunities to 
thrive and celebrating victories with them, all of 
which she did effectively during Comprehensive 
Distance Learning, too. 

Teri McCoy is a Paraprofessional/
Office Assistant at Hawthorne 
High School who has worked 
for the Pendleton School 
District for 24 years. Teri does 
a wonderful job during the 
entire student process at 
Hawthorne – from registration 
to graduation. She uses 
her strong communication skills with students, 
parents, teachers, administration, mental health 
organizations and sometimes probation officers to 
ensure students’ personal and academic success. 
From home visits and delivering food to facilitating 
graduation, “Teri is a true gem who brings a great 
deal of positivity to students and families who are 
not in ideal circumstances.”

Shellie Wyss is a Kindergarten 
Teacher at the Pendleton Early 
Learning Center and she has 
worked in the district for six 
years. Shellie has amazing 
classroom management skills, 
getting these youngest learners 
to transition in a quiet, organized 
way while letting them share 
their thoughts. She excels at teaching a concept 
throughout the day, engaging the class in discussion, 
learning a song, then using technology or art to 
reinforce the idea. Her understanding of children, 
respect for them and sense of humor combine to 
make each student feel special, even when they 
are all different. “A teacher like Shellie Wyss is 
invaluable in our world, really one in a million. She 
is a treasure.”

Karen Demianew

Jan Patton

Teri McCoy

Shellie Wyss
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PILOT ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT

UKIAH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Norma Barber is the Lead 
Teacher at Ukiah School, 
where she has worked for 32 
years. Norma, a former Oregon 
Teacher of the Year, is always 
going the extra mile to ensure all 
students in the district receive 
a quality education. She has 
helped the school remain open 

and committed to meeting each student’s needs. 
Norma has supported individual staff members and 
worked closely with IMESD’s School Psychology 
department to meet students’ social and emotional 
needs. Norma’s active role during COVID-19 has 
enabled the school to provide in-person instruction 
for all students every day.  

Kari Keen is the Library 
Technician at Ukiah School 
and has worked there for 11 
years. During her tenure, Kari 
has worked in several areas, 
including dorm parent and cook. 
She consistently exceeds all 
goals as she works to make life 
good for kids. No matter where 
she is working, Kari focuses on what is best for all 
students. “No matter what job we give Kari she does 
it with all of her heart. Our staff and students are 
blessed to have the opportunity to work with Kari.”

Norma Barber Kari Keen

All Staff of the Pilot Rock School District are the 
winners of the district’s Crystal Apples this year. 
From June 2020 through today, all district employees 
have worked diligently to make sure students 
received every opportunity they deserve throughout 
this complex school year. Together, staff members  
have examined and implemented all changes and 
guidelines from Ready Schools, Safe Learners and 
the local health department to make Pilot Rock 
schools a safe and productive environment. District 

employees  have contacted families, taught lessons on porches and in front yards at students’ homes, 
provided healthy meals, collaborated with each other and teachers from other districts, adapted to new 
technology, and all while wearing masks! Superintendent Troy Jerome said, “Our staff has kept building 
meaningful relationships as a number one priority. They have started strong, stayed strong and finished 
strong. They have been ROCKET STRONG!”

All Staff of the Pilot Rock School District
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INTERMOUNTAIN EDUCATION SERVICE DISTRICT

Marla Royal is the Executive 
Assistant to the Superintendent 
and has worked for IMESD for 11 
years. Dedicated, professional 
and caring, Marla holds herself 
and the quality of her work to 
a high standard. As the Support 
Staff team coordinator, she 
advocates for employees who 

are crucial to the agency’s operation, creating 
systems for improved communication, professional 
development and recognition. Marla’s thoughtful 
input in difficult situations is always given with 
her characteristic calm, no-nonsense approach 
that offers another perspective. She is adept 
at communicating to district superintendents 
and staff and facilitating dialogue between ESD 
administrators and others. “Marla exemplifies the 
mission of IMESD to provide outstanding customer 
service.”

Shane Weston is a Technology 
Specialist in the IT Department 
and has worked five years 
for IMESD. Shane has been 
phenomenal in helping the 
agency navigate the many 
technology needs during COVID. 
His calming influence, flexibility 
and determined effort to make 
things possible that had not been done before have 
been amazing. Shane trained staff on utilizing Zoom, 
connected, scheduled, attended and recorded 
multiple meetings, plus supported the Virtual 
Learning Academy and managed an unprecedented 
influx of new technology equipment. “Shane’s calm 
and kind demeanor, in a time where many things 
were unknown and many people were stressed to 
their limits, really set an example to us all of how to 
behave during a pandemic.”

Marla Royal Shane Weston

to all of
our 2021
Winners!



Agenda

 Welcome 
Michele Madril, Crystal Apple Coordinator

Crystal Apple Introduction 
Dr. Mark Mulvihill, IMESD Superintendent 

Presentation of Crystal Apple Awards

Closing
Michele Madril

Thanks so much to our sponsors!
These wonderful educators couldn’t have been honored without your support!

Club of Pendleton


