
underclassmen and soon-to-be 
incoming freshman.   
  My Saavedra’s goal for the 
school year is to encourage at 
least one student to love the 
Spanish language as much as 
she does. She wants students 
to learn Spanish and acquire a 
love for foreign languages.” 
She has loved fostering this 
passion and working here this 
school year. 
  “The students and staff are 
very intelligent, respectful, 
and supportive.  I have gained 
so much knowledge.  Whiting 
has pushed me to try out new 
resources to make class fun,” 
said Mrs. Saavedra  
  Mrs. Saavedra hopes to con-
tinue teaching at Whiting and 
bring more Spanish-related 
activities to the community. 
In the future she would like to 
have a Spanish Culture club 
for all!   
  Welcome to Whiting High 
School, Mr. Arteaga and Mrs. 
Saavedra! 

    
 
 
 
 
  Mr. Arteaga and Mrs. Saa-
vedra are two new teachers 
that joined the Whiting High 
School staff this year. Both 
instructors bring a lot of expe-
rience, enthusiasm and goals 
for the school year and are 
excited to join the Oilers! 
  Mr. Arteaga attended Saint 
Joseph’s College with a bach-
elor's degree in communica-
tions and also graduated with 
a master’s in communications 
from Purdue University 

Northwest. He taught for 
three and a half years at the 
collegiate level at Indiana 
University Northwest and 
Purdue University Northwest. 
This year he currently teaches 
English 10 and Honors Eng-
lish 10 and is enjoying getting 
to know all of Whiting’s 
sophomores.   
  While here, Mr. Arteaga’s 
goal is to get familiar with the 
culture of WHS. Outside of 

the classroom you can catch 
him at any WHS sporting 
event, happy to be supporting 
the Whiting Oilers.  
  Mr. Arteaga has been enjoy-
ing his time here at Whit-
ing.  “I love teaching and in-
teracting with the students 
and being able to witness their 
talents inside and outside of 
the classroom.  I am flourish-
ing in the small school envi-
ronment and Whiting is per-
fect because there is a family 
atmosphere in the halls that 
you don’t see at many 
schools.      

   Mr. Arteaga is a huge Mar-
vel fan, enjoyed Wandavison 
and is looking forward to oth-
er Marvel productions. He’s 
also a cinephile, which is a 
person who is fond of motion 
pictures.  In 2019 he watched 
94 films in the theatre.  Un-
fortunately, Covid-19 has 
ruined his goal of 100 movies 
but he hopes that 2021 will be 
a better year.  
  If you see Mr. Arteaga dur-
ing the school day, be sure to 
say hello! 

  Mrs. Saavedra attended Pur-
due University and Calumet 
College and holds a bache-
lor’s degree with a master’s in 
education. She has taught for 
five years, two years at East 
Chicago Central High School 
and three years at St. Casimir 
School. This year she is cur-
rently teaching Spanish 1 and 
eighth-grade world lan-
guages.  She has really en-
joyed getting to know our 
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Mr. Arteaga 

Mrs. Saavedra 

 

Victoria Garcia 

Reporter 
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 What do you love most 
about being a teacher ? 
I love communicating with 
students everyday and trying 
to have a positive impact. 

 
   Why did you choose teaching ? 
I like building relationships with students. I like 
everything about it really, I like being able to be 
there for them, have a positive impact and devel-
op those relationships. 
 
   What are your thoughts about teaching during 
this pandemic ? 
I think it's been stressful for students and teachers 
but I know that all the teachers here are trying 
their best and trying to do whatever  they can to 
make sure their students succeed. 
 
    
 
 
 

 
    

 
 
 
What is your goal this  school year ? 
The goal every year is for everyone to pass my 
class, to learn something, and to help each of 
them grow. 
    
What is a fun fact about you ? 
I have really short nubby thumbs. 
 
 
   Students Quotes: How would you describe Ms.  
Blackwell as a teacher ? 

 
 Ms. Blackwell is caring towards her students, 

and a great teacher.- Julieana Collazo 
 
 Ms. Blackwell is always open to answer any 

questions and is helpful. - Jocelyn Rodriguez 

 
 Ms. Blackwell is a hardworking teacher who 

helps her students.- Jessica Lopez 
 

Teacher spotlight: Ms. Blackwell  

Action! One Acts were a hit 

Jayda Serrano  

Reporter 

Yesenia Cortes 

Reporter 

   The senior One Acts took 
place in a zoom call this year 
in which the audience attend-
ed virtually and silently 
watched each play.  
    Dr. Evil and the Pi-
geon with Lasers directed by 
Ben Dirinden showcased a 
story about a mad doctor who 
has an evil plan to take over 
the entire world, with… pi-
geons? As she anxiously tries 
to impress her evil council 
members, she encounters 

some mishaps along the way.  
   Replacing Linda directed by 
Aaliyah Ortiz told the story of 
an anxious pair of office 
workers who try  to replace 
their assistant who just retired, 
but soon find out that it will 
be a harder task than they first 
imagined.  
   The final play, Sherlock 
Holmes: a Radio Mystery di-
rected by Nicole Berrones and 
Spencer Weston, was a ro-
mance with action, as Sher-

lock and his companion Wat-
son try to retrieve something 
for the king and run into trou-
ble along the way. 
   Each director had concerns 
with this new format and it 
was certainly an adjustment to 
integrate health protocols into 
the performances, but despite 
the new challenges, each di-
rector believes their play to be 
a success. Great job, senior 
directors and actors! 

Ms. Blackwell 



Basketball team wins on and off the court  
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Cross Country team finds friendship during a challenging season 

   An unusual school year has only high-
lighted the determination and grit of our 
Whiting High School boys basketball 
team. Led by Coach Aaron Mercer for 
the fourth consecutive year, the players 
displayed their willingness to strive for 
their best in the most unfamiliar of cir-
cumstances for the love of the game and 
the pride of being an Oiler.  
   The boys basketball team consists of 
seniors: Tony Madrueno and DiAndre 
Marshall; juniors: Dominic Harbin and 
Jed Huffman; sophomores: Nolan Toth, 
Luke Zorich, Adonis Roberts, Julius 
Torres, Jeremiah Allard, Jose Torres 
and Zeriq Span; and freshman: Nick 
Davenport. 
   This season experienced an unfamiliar 
set of circumstances due to the world-
wide Coronavirus pandemic, and the 
players were no exception to making 
sure they and their supporters stayed 
safe at all practices and games.  

   “The most unique challenge this year 
was getting used to the Covid guide-
lines,” said player Jed Huffman. 
Though new restrictions and protocols 
took a moment to adjust to, they provid-
ed a safe environment for all while also 
driving the players to work hard and 
make every moment count on the 
court.  
 This season was filled with many play-
er and team triumphs. Tony Madrueno 
was selected “Player of the Game” 
three times this season, along with play-
ers Dominic Harbin and Nolan Toth 
also being recognized with this distinc-
tion. Still, the most important part of the 
season to many of the players was the 
memories created in the many practices 
and games.  
   “The best part of this season was 
spending time with my teammates and 
the bonds we were able to form on and 
off the court, regardless or whether we 

were winning or losing,” said player 
Dominic Harbin.  
   A season filled with highs and lows, 
Coach Mercer and the players have 
much to be proud of and look forward 
to next season.  

The 2021 Boys Basketball Team 
Photo credit: Caitlin McEnery  

Ms. Markovich  

Guest Reporter 

   Cross Country has been a part of Whit-
ing’s athletic organization for a very 
long time. It made a lasting impression 
on the students who have been a part of 
it, even with a pandemic at hand. This 
season, like most others, brought for-
ward a year of laughter, memories, and 
even some renewed traditions. This 2020 
season was one for the ages at Whiting 
High School. 
   The cross country team consists of 
senior boys: Salvador Ayala, Kevin 
Torres, Thomas Virden, Rigoberto 
Gomez and Adrian Santana; senior girls: 
Evelyn Olmedo, Isabel Ornelas and 
Renee Patton; junior boys: Eron Herre-
jon and Emiliano Macias; junior girls: 
Jasmine Garcia and Amber Deitermann; 
sophomore girls: Daneli Alvarez, Yolan-
da Esparza, Esmeralda Garcia and Ange-

lina Lancaster; and freshman girls: Felic-
ity Tomaszewski and Sara Hernandez.  
   This current season of cross-country 
had a different set trials and tribulations 
as students and staff had to adjust to 
covid-19 regulations and expectations. 
Seniors from this year's season com-
pared their final year to their past sea-
sons expressing their gratitude for a safe 
return and reflecting on how much clos-
er the team became because of the need 
to collaborate to make this season one to 
remember. 
   “ I love watching a group of kids with 
different interests at the start of the sea-
son meld into a family and stay family 
for a lifetime,” said Coach Allison Buell. 
   As this final chapter for the seniors 
came to a close, people who have been a 
part of the program not only found run-

ning buddies, but a family. Cross coun-
try might be over for the class of 2021, 
but memories of singing on the bus com-
ing home from meets, teaching each oth-
er new dances after practice, and even 
racing each other will always 
remain.  

Thomas Virden and  Isabel Ornelas 

Reporters 

The 2021 Cross Country team 
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Meet the Oilers: Alexander Bannister and Cianni Lugo 

 
 
 
 

What grade are you in? 
I’m a freshman. 
If you could only bring three items on a 
dessert island, what would they be?  
I would bring a flashlight, a sleeping bag, 
and a flare gun. 
What do you like to do in your free time? 
Play Warzone with my friends 
Do you do any activities outside of 
school? 
Bike riding and working on my dad’s car 
What is your favorite sport? 
Football 
What is your most embarrassing mo-
ment? 
I told the teacher “you too” when she said 
congratulations for graduating.  
What color represents you best and why? 
Blue because it is bright, yet also shaded 
If you could go anywhere in the world, 
where would you go? 
New York 
What has been the best part of this school 
year? 
Talking to my friends over Zoom chats 
What are your current favorite songs?  
44 More by Logic, Suge by DaBaby, and 
Youth Gone Wild by Skid Row 
 

Alexander Bannister 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What grade are you in? 
I am a sophomore. 
If you could only bring three items on a dessert 
island, what would they be? I would br ing my 
laptop, hot Cheetos and a giant beanbag chair.  
What do you like to do in your free time? 
I like reading and playing video games. 
Do you do any activities outside of school? 
Just softball 
What is your favorite sport? 
I don’t really have one  
What is your most embarrassing moment? 
When a substitute teacher yelled at me for dancing 
in class. I was only, I don’t know, 6 maybe?  
What color represents you best and why? 
I’d say gray because I’m always so neutral even 
when I speak and my face usually looks emotion-
less; depends on the person though. But I don’t like 
grey, I like red.  
If you could go anywhere in the world, where 
would you go? 
Madrid, Spain 
What has been the best part of this school year? 
The e-learning. That’s all we had for the majority 
of the school year, so… 
What are your current favorite songs? 
Kiss Me More by Doja Cat and SZA 
 
  

Cianni Lugo 

Ms. Markovich 

Guest Reporter 
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Meet the Oilers: Alejandro Campos and Brandon Nhol 

What grade are you in? 
I’m a junior. 
If you could only bring three items on a des-
sert island, what would they be?  
Enough water and food for a lifetime and a ra-
dio with a signal reach to see if I can contact 
someone  
What do you like to do in your free time? 
Play video games, draw and watch TV 
Do you do any activities outside of school? 
I work and I usually like to go out and support 
my sister in her softball games.  
What is your favorite sport? 
I say baseball. Soccer is close, but baseball.  
What is your most embarrassing moment? 
I was so lost on my first day of school in 7th 
grade that I went to the wrong class, and then 
later I didn’t know where the lunch room was 
and felt very  confused.  
What color represents you best and why? 
Grey; it’s a mixture of dark and light.  
If you could go anywhere in the world, 
where would you go? 
Heaven, to see if it’s true or not because isn’t 
that the part of life that we all live for?  
What has been the best part of this school 
year? 
Staying home and getting early lunches or 
snacks any time you want them  
What are your current favorite songs?  
DND by Polo G 

Alejandro Campos Brandon Nhol 

What grade are you in? 
I am a senior. 
If you could only bring three items on a des-
sert island, what would they be?  
Fishing rod, matches and water filter 
What do you like to do in your free time? 
Driving around 
Do you do any activities outside of school? 
Working out and driving around   
What is your favorite sport? 
powerlifting 
What is your most embarrassing moment? 
I think it’s hilarious that when I was like 5 I 
picked up an apple and ate it at Jewel Osco then 
put it back down. If I did that in 2020 I’d be 
arrested  
What color represents you best and why? 
Candy red because it gets the heart going and 
it’s majestic to look at it at the same time.  
If you could go anywhere in the world, 
where would you go? 
France because it’s a beautiful place with beau-
tiful people and beautiful food and beautiful art.  
What has been the best part of this school 
year? 
Funny enough it’s actually talking to people.  
What are your current favorite songs?  
Cooler Than Me by Mike Posner, Beautiful 
Nightmare by Lil Tracy, So Sick by Ne-Yo and  
Driver’s License by Olivia Rodrigo   



The Tattler poll: most binge worthy TV shows 
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   Hi everyone! As many know, 
Tattler will run a poll with each 
issue to gain insight into how we 
are occupying our time during this 
historic period. For our first ever 
poll,  we asked “what have you 
been binging during the pandemic?” 
We got some great responses! 71 of 
you are a part of history in partici-
pating in this new poll. Some very 
diverse tastes are reflected in the 
results and all of the shows are very 
binge-worthy. To see which shows 
are watched the most by your peers, 
check out the results! 

Thomas Virden 

Reporter 

 

The Results 

Congratulations to the Science Olympiad team on your 20-21 Season! 
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