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May 5, 2021 

Dear MRUSD Parents, 

Before vacation, I sent a letter to you giving you a heads up on what we were planning to do 
relative to the remaining weeks of the school year.  At the time, we were still monitoring and 
planning, so no firm commitments were made.  We were concerned with questions around 
distancing challenges at the high school as well as a significant uptick in COVID cases in our 
immediate area.  I promised we would alert you to any changes in early May.  At this point, we 
are ready to make some decisions.  We want to communicate them to you as soon as possible 
so you can plan.   

Community spread has significantly decreased in the last several weeks.  Because of that, we 
feel comfortable to bring our 7th and 8th graders, who are presently in a hybrid model, back to 
school for 4 days a week starting on May 17.  We feel we can do this safely, within the State 
guidelines.  Parents of 7th and 8th graders, you will receive details of this change directly from 
your respective schools in the near future.   

For BFA, we will continue the hybrid model for the remainder of the year.  As I stated in the 
previous letter, even though the State guidelines have decreased distancing to 3 feet, we are 
not able to meet these guidelines in most of the rooms at BFA.  It is an older building with 
smaller classrooms than many of our elementary schools.  We do not want to upset end of year 
activities - especially senior activities and graduation - by risking additional exposure.   

Speaking of end of year activities, we are planning to have 8th grade and high school 
graduations this year.  While they will not look exactly like previous years, they will occur in an 
outdoor setting.  Details are being worked out as we speak, and your principals will be 
communicating more information in the near future.  Obviously, weather is always a question 
mark when doing things outside, so this has to be worked out.   

It is our goal that the final weeks of this school year will be spent re-socializing and ensuring the 
students are comfortable returning so that they can start strong in the Fall.  At this time, 
barring any surprises, we are expecting to return to a more traditional school year next August.  

Thank you for your patience as we continue to navigate these constantly changing conditions.  I 
am optimistic that this spring and summer, we will be in a much better place as a community. 

Be well, 

 
 
 

Kevin Dirth, 
Superintendent 


