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Inserts included in the hard 

copy newsletter are the menus 

and activity calendars. Menus 

and calendars may be found on 

the CV Home page. Please be 

sure to check the calendars 

online as changes may occur! 

May 2021 

Our year was filled with all kinds of changes from wearing masks, social 

distancing, quarantining, and students learning remotely. I am proud to 

say, “ We have had a successful year!”    

What an amazing education students at Central Valley School District 

get, and this is due to all staff throughout all of the buildings and our 

great support from parents.  We are a team here at Central Valley.  It 

takes everyone of us to make this place the learning environment that 

Instills pride and Inspires others! 

What follows I have written before, but it just needs to be published 

again!  Every adult that comes in contact with your child is a teacher 

and  everyone plays a role in educating our children.  Many of our     

children begin their day with members of our transportation             

department as they journey to school on a bus/van. We have come to 

expect a safe delivery of our children and that goal is met everyday by 

our transportation staff. Once the children arrive at school, many enjoy 

a nutritious breakfast, and later in the day a hot lunch is provided by 

our kitchen staff that gets to know your child on a first name basis and 

knows their likes and dislikes. Our paraprofessionals work with           

individuals and groups of children to meet their needs and provide     

supervision in the lunchroom, on the playground, and in the classroom.  

Our nurse, Mrs. Wood not only helps with bumps and scrapes, but also a 

variety of illnesses. Our custodians/maintenance staff provide our  

children with a safe, clean, and inviting building to enter everyday. Our 

secretaries coordinate all of the demands of the office and support of 

all the rest of us, and teachers meet their students' needs everyday.  

We also have a social worker who helps with many resources for       

families and students. 

Last, but certainly not least is our teaching staff and specialists. They 

work tirelessly all hours of the day and all days of the week to ensure 

that your child is getting the best possible education,                         

intervention/enrichment possible. The staff at Central Valley truly 

cares about kids!  Please take some time over this month of May to 

reach out and thank our staff members for doing so much for our most 

precious resource. On behalf of the students, parents, and community 

members I want to thank every educator for serving with passion, to 

ignite creativity, innovation, and excellence.  

From the Principal’s Desk 
Central Valley Elementary 

Mrs. Connie Shafer 

• Community Clean-Up for 

CV students, Wednesday, 

May 5. 

• Elementary Field Day on 

Monday, May 10 at 

1:00pm 

• High School Graduation at 

Central Valley Auditorium 

on Saturday, May 8 at 

2:00 pm. 



Important Dates to remember: 

May 3-14 

*K-6th Grade MAPS testing 

May 3  

*First Grade field trip-Hastings Museum and 

IMAX 

May 6 

*Second and Third Grade Field Trip-Aurora 

Edgerton Explorit Center 

May 10 

*Elementary Fun/Field Day-1:00pm 

May 13 

*Last day of Preschool 

May 14 

*Preschool Program in Scotia 9:30-10:30am 

*Preschool Program in Wolbach 1:00-2:00pm 

May 13-14 

*Sixth Grade field trip-Omaha Henry Doorly Zoo 

May 17-18 

*Preschool home visits 

May 18 

*Sixth Grade graduation-2:00pm 

*Fourth Grade field trip-Archway in Kearney 

May 19 

*Kindergarten Graduation—1:30pm 

May 20 

*Fifth Grade field trip-Hastings Museum and 

IMAX 

May 21 

*Last day of school 

 

Instilling Pride, Inspiring Others! 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Holly Perrott 
The Kindergarten and 1st grade classes took part 

in the Tournament of Books-March Madness!   

Students listened to numerous read alouds by 

their teachers to determine which book would 

come out on top.  Each week a select number of 

books were given to each class and then students 

voted on their favorite book.  The winner of the 

contest was determined the first week of April.  

This year’s winner was Crash, Splash or Moo.  The 

bracket is still proudly displayed in the CV        

Elementary hallway. 
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The Central Valley Student Leadership Team 

will host a Cougar Fun & Field Day at the     

elementary school on Monday, May 10.  

The high school students will host activities in 

the morning for students, including team 

building activities and a community service 

project.  

The Field Day activities will begin at 1:00 on 

the track in Scotia.  

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 5 is   

Community Clean-Up!      

Central Valley 7th-12th grade students will be 

spending the morning cleaning up our         

communities.  
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Be the SUNSHINE in someone’s cloudy 

day! 

Mrs. Schimenti’s Kindergarten Class has had a 

great had a great time learning about many      

different habitats in science. To conclude our 

unit, we paired up and made dioramas with four 

of the seven habitats we studied. The kids 

were so excited that their parents got to see 

them before the Spring Concert!     

Maintain motivation until the last bell rings 

To keep your child focused until the final day of school: 

• Recognize her progress and success.  Let he know how proud you are.  Middle schoolers may act 

like they don’t want your approval, but they really do. 

• Encourage her to challenge herself. 

• Discuss ways the skills she’s learning will help her in the future. 
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Mrs. Boyce, Librarian 

angela.boyce@centralvps.org 

Golden Sower 
Many students have been reading and listening 

to books on the Golden Sower list. The Golden    

Sower list is a list of books picked out by         

librarians across Nebraska. There is a picture 

book list, a chapter books list, and a novel book 

list. Each list has ten books on it and students 

need to read four books off of one list in order 

to vote.  Students in grades kindergarten 

through third grade have listened to all of the 

books on the  picture book list! Our students 

picked Crash, Splash, and Moo!, by Bob Shae as 

their Golden Sower winner! There have been  

several students reading the books on the    

chapter book list. The winner of the Central   

Valley students was Ruby in the Sky, by Jeanne 

Zulick Ferruolo. The winners across the state 

of Nebraska will be announced in May.  

Books 
Please look for any lost books at home! Please 

try to put library books in book bags the night      

before library day. Library books need to be   

returned to school so your child can check out 

another book. Books need to be returned to the 

elementary library by May 12. Books need to be 

returned to the high school library by May 17. 

Return the books! 

Sora 
Students should be able to use the Sora    

reading app during the summer. In order to get 

to the correct link, please go through the 

school website. Next go to the parents and  

students tab, then library links and Sora is at 

the bottom.   Students will need to put in their 

Ms. Kathy Rakness will definitely be missed when she retires after this school year! Mrs. Barb      

Anderson made this bulletin board for everyone to sign and show her how loved she is!  

Congratulations and thank you for your many years of dedication to your students and to education, 

Ms. Rakness!!  
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email and lunch code. Students in second grade 

through sixth grade have practiced this at 

school.  

Email is:  firstname.lastname@centralvps.org       

and school code is: four numbers@cvps 

When choosing a school pick Educational Service 

Unit 10. It has been called Nebraska’s Shared 

Collection. There will be special summer books to 

read! 

Have a great summer!  

 

Central Valley Elementary March 

Star Students ~ “Honesty” 

Red, yellow, blue, green-

no not Skittles.  We are 

talking baby chicks!  On 

April 6th, students in 

the 3rd grade, as well as 

o t h e r  e l e m e n t a r y      

students, were treated to a late Easter surprise.  

Jeanine Killinger arrived at the school with a 

box full of colorful baby chicks.  She explained 

to the 3rd graders how she used her special 

magic to create their vivid colors.  Then she let 

them reach into the box and hold one of the tiny 

creatures.  

Jeanine, or The Chicken Lady, as the students 

refer to her, generously shared her time and 

knowledge of raising baby chicks with the      

students. The 3rd graders were overjoyed with 

the experience.  Thank you Jeanine! 

 

Back L-R:  Nevaeh Klemptner, Kerry Luscomb, Johnny 

Mahrt, Caden Straka, Ty Klein, Oaklan Soto 

Middle L-R:  Zach Jensn, Craytyn Wagner, Jack Ryan, 

Annslie Kriewald, Tunner Freeman, Jaxton Bernt, Jase 

Riddle 

Front L-R:  Evan DeRiso, Brayden Myers, 

Wren Nekolczak, Collins Holley, Sadie 

Goldfish, Olive Gotschall, Connor Pelster, 

Barrett Essman, Mogan Kolar, Jayde   

Hansen 

Encourage summer growth 

It’s time to help your teen think 

about productive ways to spend the summer.   

Volunteering for a cause she cares about is a 

great way for her to identify career interests 

and build job skills while contributing to       

society.  Encourage your teen to find a        

volunteer opportunity that interests her.  She 

can check online, ask a teacher or even spear-

head a project of her own. 



LOCAL ENTERTAINER RETURNS HOME 

PLANS TO TEACH AT CENTRAL VALLEY 

Singer, musician, and educator Julie Baker has 

returned to the sandhills where she was born and 

will be joining the staff at Central Valley next 

year as a high school music teacher. Baker, who 

grew up on a farm in Ericson and who has traveled 

extensively throughout the United States as a 

singer/performer, said she looks forward to 

sharing her passion for music with the students 

here. 

Baker’s interest in music began at an early age. 

When she was five, she sang in her first talent 

contest. Her audience loved her and dubbed her 

“the small-town girl with a big voice.” Growing up, 

Baker would visit the local bar in Ericson on    

Sunday nights where live music was played and 

beg the bands to allow her to sing. During her 

junior year of high school, she was accepted into 

The National Academy of Arts in Champaign,   

Illinois, a school for gifted students where she 

was educated for a year in music theory and  

classical music. 

After graduating from high school, Baker was 

awarded a music scholarship to the University of 

Nebraska at Lincoln and became part of the 

Scarlet & Cream singers, a prestigious group that 

traveled and performed throughout Nebraska. 

Baker received a degree in Music Education with 

an emphasis on Musical Theatre. She used her 

talents to teach and build music programs,       

including several musical productions that she  

directed, produced, choreographed, and even   

designed sets for. She was eventually awarded 

the Nebraska Educators Association “Education 

in Excellence” for a CD she produced of original 

songs with a group of her students in North  

Omaha.  

A music educator for over 20 years, Baker has 

also performed with various bands, including her 

own 17-piece Ozone Big Band which,                 

unfortunately, was unable to carry out their plans 

to travel and perform across the State due to 

Covid. Baker’s singing talents span almost every 

genre from country, jazz, pop, classical, blues, 

and R&B. Her versatility ranges everywhere from 

songs like “Ave Maria,” a song sung in Latin at 

many Catholic weddings, to Celine Dion’s pop and 

Alicia Keys’ soulful tunes. Her voice can also be 

found on YouTube singing the official State song, 

“Beautiful Nebraska.”  

Recently, Baker decided to return home to      

Ericson after spending years in the Omaha music 

scene where she performed at a number of     

venues, including weddings and receptions. Omaha 

World Herald columnist Mike Kelly wrote of her 

talents, “Julie Baker draws you in with her    

crystalline voice, cool phrasing and dazzling 

style….Enchanting listeners in any genre.”  

Principal Todd Beck said of Ms. Baker, “Central 

Valley is very excited to bring in a music teacher 

with her experience in theatre and vocal music. I 

think this will give our students a new perspective 

on all the different aspects of fine arts.” 

In addition to teaching at Central Valley, Baker’s 

new single, “Back Home,” which was inspired by 

her move back to the sandhills, is scheduled for 

release soon by her own entertainment company, 

Julie Baker Entertainment. Baker and her        
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SENIORS 

*Larista Barner 

Taryn Barr 

Thomas Bonge 

*Cayton Butcher 

Trevor Cargill 

Meghan Gydesen 

McKenzie Johnson 

*Jackson McIntyre 

Kyle Nekoliczak 

*Ty Nekoliczak 

Olivia Nelson 

Jackson Pedersen 

Lexi Schaffert 

*Danielle Wadsworth 

Audrey Wood 

*Ashlyn Wright 

JUNIORS 

Kayla Boutin 

*Airalee Evans 

 

 

JUNIORS continued: 

*Carly Johnson 

Gracy Kelly 

*Neleigh Poss 

*Dilynn Wood 

Madison Young 

SOPHOMORES 

Chance Ackles 

*Taya Engel 

Cohen Grossart 

*Kennady Holley 

*Tamryn Klein 

Ty Landers 

*Morgan Rosander 

*Kalli Schumacher 

Zandar Wolf 

FRESHMEN 

*Mia Butcher 

*Kendra Cargill 

Alexis Johnson 

*Dierks Nekoliczak 

*Natalie Poss 

Dylan Rogers 

*Piper Shepard 

EIGHTH GRADE 

Cayden Burns 

*Emma Corman 

Morgan Johnson 

Grady Kelly 

Taesian Soto 

Callie Wadas 

*Boston Wood 

SEVENTH GRADE 

Ky Cargill 

Taylor McIntyre 

*Katlyn Oakley 

Riley Pedersen 

Caleb Studley 

Zavyer Wolf 

 

*Denotes All As 

Central Valley Honor Roll—

Quarter 3 

ensemble of jazz musicians can be found on the 

Nebraska Arts Council Traveling Artists roster. 

She said they look for an opportunity to perform 

their music at some of the area schools.  To read 

more about Julie Baker, visit her website at 

www.julie-baker.com/jazz-ensemble.html. 

Driver’s Education will be taught in Greeley this year by Annice Marlow.  

Nebraska rules state that each student must attend 20 hours of class 

time and 5 hours of driving time to complete the  program.  This year the 

class time will be May 24th-28th and June 1st-4th.  You must attend all classroom times that will be       

scheduled.  Once we have a list of students we will set classroom times and drive times. 

To be eligible for class you must be at least 14 or older and have a permit to drive unless approved by me.  The 

cost of the class will be $150 for Central Valley students and $200 for students not in the Central Valley  

district.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 308-750-4221 or Central Valley high School, 

(308-428-3145). 

Be specific about respect 

     One effective way to teach your child to be         

respectful of others at home and at school is to talk 

about specific actions he can take in particular    

situations. 

     For example, if he interrupts you, you might say, 

“When someone else is talking, it’s respectful to  

listen until the person is finished.  Then you can have 

your turn.” 
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Central Valley State FFA Results 

CV FFA Veterinary Science team    

qualified for Nationals and will be   

making the trip to Indianapolis in the fall!  

1st overall out of 36 teams! 

 Carly - 4th high individual out of 144         

individuals 

 Lexi Schaffert- 6th high individual  

 Larista Barner- 13th high individual 

 Demi Daniels     

Livestock Management – 2nd in Beef             

Management 

17th overall out of 54 teams! (No individual 

awards are given) 

 Tamryn Klein 

 Carly Johnson 

 Tanner Landers 

 Cohen Grossart 

 Piper Shepard 

 

Welding – 20th overall out of 60 teams. This 

is the first time these team members have 

ever competed! 

 Zach Stobbe- TIG - 8th high individual  

 Gale Treat- OxyAcetylene – 12th high       

individual 

 Morgan Behnk- 27th high individual 

 Keean Benson 

 

Farm & Ranch Agribusiness – 24th overall out 

of 70 teams. All team members are seniors in 

Mrs. Dugan’s Ag. Business/Ag. Economics 

class. 

 Ty Nekoliczak- 56th high individual out of 

281 individuals 

 Jackson Mcintyre 

 Lexi Schaffert 

 Morgan Behnk 

Agronomy 

 Gabe Jacobsen- 94th high individual out of 

290 individuals 

 Zach Stobbe 

 Keean Benson 

 Terran Shepard 

CV FFA hosts annual 

awards banquet 

On April 27th at 7p.m. 

the Central Valley FFA 

held their annual Banquet. FFA members, family 

and community members gathered together to 

celebrate the year's accomplishments.  

To begin the evening, degree recipients were 

recognized.  

State Champions—Veterinary Science 
L-r: Larista Barner, Demi Daniels, Coach Julia Wright, 

Lexi Schaffert, Carly Johnson 

Front row: Madison Young, Dierks Nekoliczak, Carly 

Johnson, Treyven Straka, Tamryn Klein, Cohen Grossart, 

Kendra Carill, Piper Shepard, Gale Treat, McKade Pribnow 

Back row: Bo Pokorny, Tanner Landers, Logan Studley, 

Donovan Burns, Keean Benson, Larista Barner, Demi    

Daniels, Lexi Schaffert 
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 The Discovery degree recipients included: 

Chism Goodrich, Taylor Jensen, Morgan  

Johnson, Callie Wadas, Cordell Wagner, and 

Zaden Wolf .  

 The two Star Discovery students were      

Morgan Johnson and Cordell Wagner.   

 The Green Hand Degree recipients were   

Kendra Cargill, Dierks Nekoliczak, Piper  

Shepard, Terran Shepard, and Treyven 

Straka.  

 The Star Freen Hand students were Piper 

Shephard and Dierks Nekoliczak.  

 The Chapter Degree recipients included:  

Keean Benson, Gabe Jacobsen, Tamryn Klein, 

Tanner Landers, Bo Pokorny, McKade Pribnow, 

Logan Studley and Zandar Wolf.   

 The Chapter Farmers were Tamryn Klein and 

Keean Benson. State Degree recipients       

included Larista Barner, Demi Daniels,     

Jackson McIntyre, Ty Nekoliczak and Lexi 

Schaffert.  

The Central Valley FFA Scholarship winners were 

Larista Barner and Demi Daniels. Ty Nekoliczak 

was awarded the Wells Air Service Scholarship. 

Jackson McIntyre earned the “America’s     

Farmers Grow Leaders” Scholarship sponsored by 

Bayer Funds.  

Lastly the 2021-2022 FFA officers were         

installed which include: Carly Johnson-President, 

Tamryn Klein-Vice President, Piper Shephard-

Secretary, Kennady Holley-Treasurer, Tanner 

Landers-Sentinel and Bo Pokorny-Parliamentarian. 

The Central Valley FFA would like to thank     

parents, friends, and supporters throughout the 

community. We appreciate your encouragement as 

we pursue premiere leadership, personal growth, 

and career success. 

  

Outgoing Seniors l-r: Gale Treat, Larista Barner,   

Jackson McIntyre, Morgan Behnk, Trevor Cargill, Demi 

Daniels, Lexi Schaffert, Ty Nekoliczak. 
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Mrs. Wolf’s 7th Grade science students are    

creating robots 

after learning 

a b o u t  M a r s ’      

I n g e n u i t y         

helicopter during 

National Robotics 

Week!  

Submitted by Mrs. 

Amanda Shoemaker, 

Sponsor 
 

    On April 14, twenty four members of the senior 

class traveled to the Washington D.C. area.  The 

class started with a day trip to Baltimore visiting 

Edgar Allan Poe's grave, the Westminster Cata-

combs, Baltimore's Mt. Vernon, Camden Yards, 

the Inner Harbor, the National Aquarium, and 

Fort McHenry.  Back in D.C., that evening the 

group met with Congressman Adrian Smith, 

stopped at the United States Capitol building, 

went to Union Station, and ended the evening with 

a walking nighttime memorial/monument tour.  The 

next day the seniors and sponsors hit the road 

and toured George Washington's Mt. Vernon and 

Thomas Jefferson's Monticello, seeing numer-

ous Civil War battlefields along the way, and ate 

at the historic Michie's Tavern.  Day three was 

spent in Washington D.C. walking through          

Arlington National Cemetery where the group wit-

nessed the changing of the guards at the Tomb of 

the Unknown Soldier.  Afterwards were stops at 

all of the Memorials and Monuments, supper on 

the Georgetown Waterfront, and went on a walk-

ing nighttime Historic Ghost Tour of Georgetown.  

On our final day of the class trip, a quick picture 

stop was made at the White House, then the 

group made their way to the Gettysburg National 

Military Park Museum and Battlefield in PA.  

Lunch was ate at the historic Dobbin House    

Tavern before traveling back to Washington D.C.  

The capstone of the trip was a dinner cruise on 

the Potomac River.  The night ended at the Wharf 

Waterfront District.  

    The senior class of 2021 would like to give a 

huge thank you to all of their parents and       

families, CV Public Schools, the communities of 

Greeley,    Scotia, North Loup and Wolbach, and 

the CV Booster Club for your support over the 

last six years in fundraising and planning for this 

once in a lifetime experience.  There aren't 

enough words to express our gratitude and appre-

ciation to all of you!  COVID made us be creative 

in our planning but in the end the seniors and 

sponsors had 

an incredible 

trip. 

Photos      

courtesy of 

Mrs. Amanda   

Shoemaker, 

Sponsor 

L-r: Talan Wood, Jonathan 

Bernt, Thayer Davis, Tyler    

Luscomb 

Seniors in 

front of the 

US Capital! 

Spirit of Washington Dinner Cruise 
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Congratulations 
Larista Anndel Barner  

Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture 

Veterinary Technology 

Taryn Nicole Barr 

Kansas State University 

Business 

Morgan James Behnk  

Fort Hays State University  

Undecided 
Football 

Thomas Jay Bonge 

Northeast Community College 

Physical Therapist Assistant 

Cayton Elizabeth Butcher 

University of Nebraska at Lincoln 

Undecided 

Reilly Dean Cadek  

Northeast Community College 

Building Construction 

Trevor Reese Cargill  

Wayne State College 

K-12 Physical Education 
Football 

Emma Ruth Crome  

Workforce 

Dietary Aide or Activities Director 

Demi DyAnn Daniels  

Colby Community College 

Veterinary Nursing 

Gabriel Glenn Davis  

United States Army 

Airborne—Small Arms & Artillery Repair 

Meghan Marie Gydesen  

Northeast Community College or Northwest  Mis-

souri State 

Psychology 

Rebecca Nichole Houtby  

Northeast Community College 

Business 

McKenzie Jean Johnson 

Wayne State College 

Radiology 

Gabriela Noemi Martinez Gallegos 

Workforce  

Interpreter and Translator 

Jackson Jon McIntyre 

Wayne State College 

Agbusiness 
Track & Field 

Kyle William Nekoliczak  

University of Nebraska at Lincoln 

Undecided 

Ty Robert Nekoliczak 

Concordia University 
Agbusiness 
Baseball 

Olivia Shae Nelson 

University of Nebraska at Kearney 

Elementary Education 

Jackson James Pedersen 

Central Community College—Columbus 

Information Technology 
Choir 

Lexi Christine Schaffert 

Nebraska College of Technical Agricultre 

Veterinary Technician 
Stock Dog Team 

Gale Richard Treat 

Workforce 

Hornady 

Danielle Lyn Wadsworth 

Northeast Community College 

Academic Transfer 
Volleyball 

Caleb John Weber 

United States Airforce 

Audrey Michelle Wood 

Concordia University 

Undecided 

Ashlyn Jade Elizabeth Wright 

University of Nebraska at Lincoln 

Marketing 
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Thank you to the business, local, and school organizations along with private donors for sponsoring the 

following scholarships.  Central Valley High School is very pleased with these scholarships and we are 

extremely appreciative that our communities and school have continued to support our youth as they 

embark on their post-secondary education journey. 
 

American Red Cross Blood Services: High School Scholarship Program 

Cage Landers Memorial Scholarship 

The Catholic Daughters Our Lady of Good Counsel Court #2039 Scholarship 

Central Valley Education Association Scholarship 

Central Valley FCCLA Scholarship 

Central Valley FFA Scholarship 

Central Valley Foundation Scholarship 

Central Valley Opportunity Scholarship 

Clarence Sautter Memorial Scholarship 

Cornerstone Bank Scholarship 

Dawsyn Cy Rother Memorial Scholarship 

Dream to Succeed Scholarship 

Ellis “Alex”  and Marie Graff Memorial Scholarship 

EmRaye K. Berryman Memorial Scholarship 

Greeley American Legion Auxiliary Unit #186 Scholarship 

Greeley American Legion Post #186 Scholarship 

Greeley Sons of the American Legion Scholarship 

Harold & Viola Rother Family Scholarship 

Henderson State Bank Scholarship 

Homestead Bank – Wolbach Branch Scholarship 

Ida Schmidt Memorial Scholarship 

North Loup Lion’s Club Scholarship 

North Loup American Legion Auxiliary Unit #285 Citizenship Award 

North Loup-Scotia Alumni Scholarship 

Randy Wood Memorial Scholarship 

Scotia Alumni Scholarship 

Scotia American Legion Auxiliary Unit #150 Scholarship 

Scotia American Legion Post #150 Scholarship 

State Bank of Scotia Scholarship 

Wells Air Service Scholarship 

Wolbach American Legion Auxiliary Unit #236 Scholarship 

Wolbach Heritage Scholarship 
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