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TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN TEACHER 

 
DEFINITION 

Under the direction of the Principal, the Elementary Transitional Kindergarten (TK) Classroom Teacher will 

provide an educational program and environment, which promotes learning and personal growth for transitional 

kindergarten students in a self-contained classroom. Transitional Kindergarten (TK) is part of the K-12 public 

school system and is the first year of a two-year kindergarten program that uses a modified kindergarten 

curriculum that is age and developmentally appropriate. 

 
DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS 

The Elementary Transitional Kindergarten (TK) Classroom Teacher will create a quality transitional kindergarten 

program by demonstrating proficiency in the Montana Standards for the Teaching Profession: Standard 1-

Planning and Prep; Standard 2-Classroom Environment; Standard 3-Instructional Effectiveness; Standard 4-

Professional Responsibilities. The Elementary TK Classroom Teacher will provide curriculum, instruction, and a 

learning environment aligned to the Common Core State Standards to produce outcomes for all transitional 

kindergarten students. The TK Teacher will provide an age appropriate educational program for students 

transitioning into kindergarten. 

 
TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN CRITERIA 

Young five year old's who turn five from April to September and/or fall into one of three categories listed below: 

1. A child who needs more support with social and emotional development.  This would be a child who has not 

had the opportunity/experiences to learn how to interact/socialize with his/her peers, and needs more support in 

social and emotional development. 

2. A child who needs more support with academic preparation.  This would be a child who has not had the 

opportunity to go to preschool, or a child who has gone to preschool, but with limited exposure or success with 

the preschool learning foundations.  This would also be a child who has had limited exposure to enrichment 

activities, such as: music, art, nature, books, storytelling, verbal & oral development, etc. 

3. A child who needs more support with language.  This would be a child who is an English Learner and needs 

more support with English Language Development and/or a child who can benefit from additional opportunities to 

develop his/her expressive and oral language. 
 

 


