
Graduated: 2005
Attended: Liberty Elementary, 
Marysville Middle School, Marysville 
Junior High and Marysville-Pilchuck 
High School
Current Job: Portfolio Analyst at MCE 
Social Capital

Where did your path lead after graduation?
After graduation I attended the University of Washington 
where I majored in political science. I spent my junior year 
of college studying abroad and visited 15 countries in one 
year. This changed my perspective on the world significantly. 
Simultaneously, the economic crisis in the United States hit and 
2009 was the worst time for a college grad to be looking for a job. 
I knew whatever I did was going to involve the Spanish language. 
I had fallen in love with Latin America so I bought a one-way 
ticket to Guadalajara, Mexico. This began a thee-year journey 
of both internal and external exploration. I taught English to 
make ends meet and did social projects to satisfy my hunger for 
helping others. These experiences inspired me to continue my 
education at UC Berkley where I studied social impact investing. 

What are you doing now?
Today I work for a San Francisco-based impact-investing firm 
that channels commercial capital from the United States 
to organizations that provide small loans to low-income 
entrepreneurs in developing countries. 

What is an achievement you are proud of?
I am proud of having a dream and intuition, and following 
through on it. I had a vision of how I wanted my life to be and I 
am living it right now.  

What is one memorable moment from your school days?
My favorite memories were the times spent riding the bus, 
hanging out in the locker room, and being on the field or mat 
with my teammates. 

How did Marysville schools help prepare you for life?
High school for me was in some ways a microcosm of society. 
While I was able to choose whom to hang out with, we all shared 
the space and had to learn to coincide with one another. The 
friendships I developed through contacts with many students of 
Mexican descent fueled an attraction to Spanish culture. These 
relationships helped set a trajectory for my life and shaped the 
work I do today. 

Homegrown Hero: Gary Carrier
What is one thing you would change about your school 
experience?
I would have become more involved in student government and 
tried to have more influence over the things I felt could have 
been improved.

What is one life lesson you have learned that you would like 
to share with others?
The change you seek, for yourself or the world, is slow and 
laborious. Growth comes during confrontation with weakness. 
There is no growth in comfort and no comfort in growth, so if 
you want to grow, get used to being uncomfortable. Think of it as 
character under construction. 

Are YOU a Homegrown Hero? 
Do you know one?
Every day, staff and administration hear about Marysville 
School District alumni doing great things locally and across 
the world. From serving in the Foreign Service or creating 
a microfinance program to help developing countries, to 
working on a county initiative or starting up a local non-profit, 
former Marysville students are doing some amazing things!

The Homegrown Heroes project seeks to highlight 
Marysville School District alumni and their achievements - 
both large and small. Learn more at 
http://bit.ly/HomegrownHeroes
NOTE: If you know a fantastic Marysville grad that should be 
recognized, contact Emily_Wicks@msd25.org with contact 
name, email and phone number and she will get in touch! 
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Suggestion from the Sup! 
There is “magic” in family dinners! Research shows that students with 
families who eat dinner together regularly have better academic 
performance, higher self-esteem, and a greater sense of resilience. It also 
lowers their risk of substance abuse, teen pregnancy, depression, eating 
disorders and obesity.  Learn more at www.thefamilydinnerproject.org. 




