
Other than the scholarship which the Promise provides to help students pay for their post-
secondary education, it was discovered early on, that creating a college-going culture where 
students could better understand the expectations of college and what was required for 
acceptance was important to improving enrollment rates. The Promise helped the district 
create that culture where students begin talking about college the first day of kindergarten 
and is a constant conversation up through high school graduation.

Studies done by the Office of Education Policy at the University of Arkansas in 2017 show that 
students in the El Dorado School District have indicated that teachers and administration in 
their schools are creating environments that promote college-going and college-readiness. 
Students in elementary, middle and high school in El Dorado rated their district higher than 
students in similar districts on questions pertaining to the college-going culture in the district.

The Promise provides funds to get the students to college and the rigor of the classes and the 
culture in the district prepares them for it.

A New 
Decade
As the El Dorado Promise begins its second 
decade, the Program continues to change 
lives. It continues to fulfill dreams for students 
and families in El Dorado. And the farther down 
their path Promise graduates travel, the more 
impact it has. As more Promise graduates are 
receiving college degrees and beginning their 
careers, we see the impact this program is not 
only having on their education, but how they 
are using that education to impact the world.

When introduced in January 2007, the El 
Dorado Promise brought with it the potential 
for renewed economic development for the 
community, revitalization for the school 
district, improvement in enrollment numbers 
and increased college attendance rates for 
the El Dorado School District. Now, as the 
Program enters its second decade, the fruition 
of each of those things has been seen. As the 
program continues, the impact of it continues 
as well. 

The El Dorado Promise is funded by Murphy 
Oil Corporation and provides a scholarship 
to graduates of El Dorado High School in an 
amount up to the equivalent of the maximum 
level of resident tuition at an Arkansas public 
university, but can be used at any regionally 
accredited college or university in the U.S.

After the announcement of the Promise, 
enrollment in the district held steady, but 
more importantly, stopped declining, as it, 
and all surrounding districts, had done each 
year for more than a decade. By the 2015-16 
school year, enrollment was 15.5% higher 
than it would have been if the enrollment had 
continued to decline at the same rate as the 
past 16 years. 

Additionally, the Promise has improved 
enrollment in post-secondary education 
for EHS students.  Approximately, 80% of 
Promise-eligible students in the class of 2015 

and 2016 have taken advantage of the program and enrolled in college right out of high school.  
This number is above the national average of 69% (National Center for Education Statistics, 
March 2017).
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The Expanding Reach 
of the Promise
The El Dorado Promise was created to aid students in the El Dorado School District and 
2,232 students have received the scholarship. The students have taken the Promise to 138 
different schools in 31 states. Promise graduates are taking the education they obtained 
and making their mark throughout the world. The El Dorado Promise begins with each 
student in the El Dorado School District but has the potential to reach around the world.

Of the Promise Scholars in the EHS class of 2017, 89% used the Promise by enrolling in an 
Arkansas college or university and 11% took the Promise to an out-of-state school.

Pay It 
Forward
On January 4, 2018, Promise Scholars 
representing multiple classes of EHS 
graduates returned to El Dorado High 
School to share their college experiences 
with underclassmen. The 28 Promise 
scholars were representing 14 different 
schools and made up the largest group 
participating in the Promise Pay It 
Forward since the program began. They 
spoke to 25 different classrooms, led by 
15 different teachers, sharing the impact 
of the Promise with more than 500 
current EHS students.

138 schools
31 states
2,232 students


