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 Hello Cook County School Families, 
 

 I want to start by saying “THANK YOU” to the students, families, staff and community  
members that have continued to be positive, supportive and understanding during this challenging school 
year.  We have almost made it through and we have so much to be thankful for and proud of as we look 
back. 
 Our students are continuing to be in a Hybrid Learning model. Throughout the year we had to im-
plement our quarantine protocol a few times for students and staff and we are PROUD that there were no 
transmissions connected to those cases within the school. We should also be THANKFUL that everyone 
that tested positive has recovered and are healthy! As we come to the end of the school year I want to  
encourage families to continue to practice positive communication and tight protocols to keep our  
community safe. 
 
 As a district we are working through the process of finding a superintendent. The applications are 
being reviewed by the school board on Wednesday, May 5th. First round of interviews will be held as an 
open meeting on May 12th & 13th. The second  round of interviews will be held on May 19th. If you are 
interested in attending any of the meetings please see the posting on our website. 
www.cookcountyschools.org  Our website is also a good place to check for important dates.  

 There are job opportunities available for the 2021-2022 school year as well. You can find out more 
information on the website. If you are interested please apply with Pam Puskala  ppuskala@isd166.org. 

 Thank you for a wonderful school year. Good luck to our seniors as they are graduating on May 
29. I look forward to seeing the kids and families in the community throughout the summer and I hope 
everyone has a safe, healthy and enjoyable summer! 

                                               Graduation 

 

Date:  Saturday, May 29th  

 

Time:  1:00pm followed by a parade at 2:45pm  

 

Format:  We will have a Walk-Through Graduation Ceremony this year which will be       
     similar to last year’s graduation.  This ceremony will include: 

 The opportunity to walk through the upper hallway one last time for      
      seniors with their families. 

 A place for informal and formal pictures. 

 A videotaped ceremony with traditional speeches & music. 

 A live WTIP radio call in show dedicated to the class of 2021. 
 

Parade: There will be a parade following the graduation ceremony that will start at    
                     approximately 2:45pm from the High School parking lot.  While the route  
                     has not been set yet, details will come out soon. 

Mrs. Megan Myers 
PK-12 Principal/Acting Superintendent 
(218) 387-2271 x 603   or  mmyers@isd166.org 

http://www.cookcountyschools.org/
mailto:ppuskala@isd166.org
mailto:ppuskala@isd166.org
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Ms. Nelson 
Retires! 

Date:     March 19, 2021 
To:      ISD 166 Cook County School Board, Superintendent Dr. Bill Crandall, Acting  
    Superintendent/Principal Ms. Megan Myers, Assistant Principal Mr. Mitch Dorr 
From:     Susan Nelson 
Subject:  Teacher Retirement Letter 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Leadership Team of Cook County Schools: 

 
It is with bittersweet emotion and immense amount of pride and gratitude that I announce 
my retirement from teaching at Cook County Schools ISD 166.  I will treasure my 31 year 
career as an English Language Arts teacher, Special Education teacher, and Coach.  My 
final teacher contract day will be June 8, 2021. 

 
I am proud of the academic; athletic; and positive, heartfelt connections I have made with 
my students, families, ISD 166 staff, administrations, and school boards.  When I reflect 
on my long tenure at Cook County Schools,  some proud moments come to mind: 
 

 Starting two varsity sports--Girls Basketball and Girls Fast-Pitch Softball 

 Being chosen Commencement Speaker by the senior class at four graduation         
      ceremonies 

 Speaking at two National Honor Society Induction Ceremonies as the faculty  
      representative 

 Writing Autobiographies with my 8th graders 

 Publishing a Creative Writing Book, “Meanderings,” with my seventh graders:  
      sold on Amazon! 

 Composing and performing the Eighth Grade Graduation Song with my middle     
      school staff at our annual Middle School Awards Day program 

 Connecting with staff, students, families, and community members--quite a  
      special place! 

 Being a member of  the English Language Arts, Special Education and  
      Coaching departments 

 Producing middle school plays: Jack and the Beanstalk, Gluskabe and Old  
      Man Winter, The Crane Maiden 
 

Most importantly, I must send a huge shout out of thanks to the administration, staff, stu-
dents, and community for the amazing educational and life experiences you gifted my son, 
Kyle Nelson. I offer my deepest, most sincere gratitude for your investment in and love for 
my Kyle. Without a doubt, Cook County Schools was an amazing place (with a top notch 
special education department!) in which Kyle was a student and employee. I would be 
hard pressed to find a school family and community that would have welcomed, support-
ed, and loved him more than Cook County.  I am forever grateful. 
 
Former and current students and staff: I will forever be holding you in my heart. 
Future students and staff: I will forever be cheering for you.  
 
Respectfully,   
         

                Susan Nelson 
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Thank you for everything!  
You will be missed!  

Mom 
Basketball Coach 
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Ms., Hand’s second grade completed an “Array City.”  
After an introduction to multiplication, students learned how multiplication facts can 
be shown as an array and that arrays are ever-present in the real world; a solar  
array, paints in a watercolor box, eggs in a carton,  and of course, windows! They 
then took this concept a step further, designing their own buildings and forming the 
windows into an array of their choosing. While it’s difficult to see (because students 
deliberately hid them to challenge their teacher!), each student also wrote the  
multiplication facts that describe their arrays.  

“An arrangement of objects, pictures, or numbers in rows and  
columns is called an array. Arrays are useful representations  
of multiplication concepts (among other ideas in mathematics). “ 
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Celebrating  National Picnic Day outside in the 
school garden for a picnic lunch!  

Ms. Barras’ 2nd-
grade class are 
experienced bone 
finders! This 
week they found 
another spot of 
deer bones in the 
School Forest!  

Barret was inspired by 
Lake Superior 

Every day is Earth 
Day! Ms. Barras' 
class celebrated 
Earth Day this 
week by creating 
collages from 
natural materials 
they found in our 
School Forest!  

Miah wanted to show how 
she loves walking through 
the woods with her little 
brother. 

 

Allie, Joee, and Sophia showed their love 
of nature in their collages. 
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Fourth grade students completed an engineering project  for Science called Building Bridges. 
 
They worked in teams of 3-4 students to collaborate on building bridges made out of only two 
simple materials: wood sticks and white glue. First, as a whole class they learned about differ-
ent types of bridges and how each type can withstand force. Then they broke off into teams to 
do more research and design their bridges. After agreeing on designs, they were given materi-
als to build. Once all of the bridges were finished, we tested each one by setting the ends of the 
bridges between two desks spaced 11 inches apart then increasingly adding weight until they 
broke.  
 
The students recorded the last weight that their bridge was able to hold before breaking. One 
group, consisting of Jack R, River F, and Jonah P constructed a bridge that held all of the 
weights we had, hitting the maximum of 140 pounds! Mr. Long attempted to stand on the bridge 
to see if it could hold his weight, then the bridge finally broke. The class then looked at the re-
sults on a graph and wrote conclusions about what worked well for the bridges and what they 
could improve if they had the chance to change their design. All of the students did a great job 
and learned a lot about the engineering design process.       
           ~ TJ Long, 4th grade teacher 



 
 
 

Follow Cook County Schools online  
for up-to-date information  

and to follow school events. 
      
  Website:    cookcountyschools.org 
  Facebook: Cook County Isd166 & Community Education  

 Remember to sign up for Parent Portal to access 
 student information and pay lunch accounts  
 (Parent Portal application is included in the new  
 student packet and is also available in PK-12 office 
 or school website.) 
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Bus Passes 

Reminder that students are not allowed to 

ride a bus to another student's house after 

school, unless they are already assigned to 

that bus route. If your student needs to go 

somewhere different after school you will 

have to arrange for their transportation and 

notify their teacher regarding the change of  

after school plans.           

                  Thank You! 

May 2021 Calendar 

 

Saturday, May 1st 
     Softball Varsity @ Ely— Time  TBD 
Monday, May 3rd 
     Mid Term          
Tuesday, May 4th 
     Softball Varsity vs Esko—4:00pm 
     Baseball  Varsity vs Esko—4:00pm 
     Track &Field @  Moose Lake Willow River—4:00pm 
Thursday, May 6th 
     Softball Varsity vs Moose Lake Willow River—4:00pm 
     Baseball Varsity vs Moose Lake Willow River—4:00pm 
Friday, May 7th 
     Softball Varsity vs. Cromwell —3:00 pm 
     Baseball Varsity vs. Silver Bay—11:00am 
     Track & Field @ Two Harbors—4:00pm 
Tuesday, May 11th 
     Track & Field @ Two Harbors—4:00pm 
     Baseball Varsity  @. Barnum  - 4:00 pm 
     Softball Varsity @.Barnum—4:00pm 
Thursday, May 13th 
     Baseball Varsity vs North Woods—4:00 pm 
     Softball vs North Woods—4:00 pm 
     Track & Field @ Two Harbors—4:00 pm 
Friday, May 14th 
     Softball Varsity @ Silver Bay—4:00 pm 
Saturday, May 15th 
       Baseball Varsity @ Ely vs Ely—1:00pm 
       Baseball Varsity @ Ely vs International Falls—3:30pm 
Monday, May 17th      
   Baseball Varsity @ Silver Bay —4:00 pm 
     Softball Varsity vs. Wrenshall—4:00 pm 
Tuesday, May 18th 
      Softball Varsity vs Carlton—4:00 pm 
      Baseball Varsity @ McGregor —4:00 pm 
Friday, May 21st 
      Softball Varsity @ Two Harbors—Time TBD   
      Baseball Varsity vs Northeast Range—4:00 pm  
Wednesday, May 26th 
      Track & Field Conference @ Two Harbors - Time TBD 
Thursday, May 27th 
      Seniors Last Day of School 
Friday, May 28th 
        Baseball Varsity vs.Two Harbors —11:00 am 
     

                JUNE 
Wednesday, June 2nd 
      Track & Field Sections @ Section 7A—Time TBD 

https://www.facebook.com/Cook-County-Isd166-Community-Education-138213102876919/
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Free Student Meal Program 
Delivery & Hub Pick-up 

During School Year 
 

All children 18 and under are eligible for a free  
bag breakfast and lunch upon request. 

 
Parent and families need to request a bag breakfast and lunch by email each week: 

Email: lunchrequest@isd166.org  before 8pm each Sunday. 
 

Monday - delivered to bus stop. 
Tuesday thru Friday—delivered to hubs. 

If you have questions please email: lunchrequest@isd66.org 

  Cook County Schools - ISD #166        May 2021 

      Free Student Meal Program 
In School 

Ends June 4th, 2021 
 

      All children 18 years and under are eligible to participate.  
This program is funded by the state of Minnesota. 

 
 Students that are attending Cook County Public Schools in person will receive 

school lunches free of charge. 
 If students choose to have the school lunch please make sure they tell their 

homeroom teacher. Homeroom teachers will let the kitchen staff know how 
many students are in need of a school lunch so that the kitchen staff can plan  
accordingly, to help limit food waste. 

 SECOND HELPINGS:  Is this an option? Yes!  Students may have a second 
helping, this is also free of charge.  

 If lunch is brought to you in your classroom please tell your teacher that 
you will want seconds ( 2 burgers, 2 pizza slices). That way the teacher 
can order the proper number.  

 If you go through the lunch line, please remind the cooks that you signed 
up for a second serving. 
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FREE  
Summer Food Program  

 

Cook County Schools, ISD166 is pleased to announce  
that we will again be serving 

Summer Meals free to kids 18 and younger! 
 
 
A healthy breakfast and lunch will be available to children during the 
summer.   The meals may be picked up at the main entrance of the 
school (Eagle Doors). 
 

Meals will be provided  Monday through Friday 
Breakfast :   8:30 to 9:15 AM   
Lunch:   11:15 to 12:00 PM  

Anyone age 18 or younger may get a meal. 
 

The dates of service are  June 14, 2021 through August 27, 2021 Monday 
through Friday. No service on Friday July 2. 
 
 

Each year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture partners with local  
organizations, to provide free meals to children when school is out for 
the summer.   There are no income requirements or registration  

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
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Public Release for the Summer Food Service Program – 

 Cook County School District  
 

Cook County School District is participating in the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP). Meals will 
be provided to all children without charge and are the same for all children regardless of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, age, or disability, and there will be no discrimination in the course of the meal service. 
Meals will be provided, on a first come, first serve basis, at the following sites, times, and dates/days dur-
ing the summer as follows:  
 

 

 
For more information, contact Cook County School District, Lori Backlund at 218-387-2271, ext. 613  
or lbacklund@isd166.org 

 
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form 
(AD-3027), found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA  
office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the 
form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  
 
Submit your completed complaint form or letter to USDA by: 

  1. Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

  Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
  1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
  Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 

  2. Fax: (202) 690-7442; or 

  3. Email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

Site Name Site Address 

Dates and Days of 

Operation          

Summer of 2019 

Meals with Service 

Times 

Cook County Schools 
Main Entrance  (Eagle 
Doors) by Flag Poles 

101 W 5th Street,  
Grand Marais, MN 55604 

Monday thru Friday   
June 14 to Augusy 27  
(excluding July 2)          

Breakfast 8:30 -9:15 am 

Lunch 11:15 to 12:00 PM 
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