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AIDS is an infectious disease.  As such, the Board of Cooperative Educational Services must
be concerned with the impact which AIDS, HIV infection and HIV related diseases, have upon the
health and the rights of students and staff afflicted with the disease, and upon the health and the rights
of other members of the BOCES community. 

According to current medical information, AIDS is difficult to transmit and is not
communicable through casual contact.  The Board understands, however, that the state of medical
knowledge with respect to AIDS, and its impact, is evolving.  It is prudent, therefore, that the
BOCES have established guidelines in place to enable all within the BOCES community to respond
in a rational and appropriate manner to AIDS-related situations. 

Based upon current medical information, it is the policy of this Board that both students and
employees who have Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), or are carrying the AIDS-
Related Complex (ARC), or who have had a positive test reaction for the presence of HTLV-III or
HIV infection or related illness, and who do not pose a threat to themselves or others, are entitled,
respectively, to attend school and to be actively employed by the BOCES. Any BOCES student or
employee who has AIDS or ARC shall not, solely because of such infection, be prevented from
remaining in his/her assigned educational program, or his/her assigned work position. 

It is also the policy of this Board that the right to privacy of an individual afflicted with AIDS,
or with any AIDS-related disease, will be protected in compliance with the mandatory confidentiality
procedures under Article 27-F of the Public Health Law.  Only those persons or organizations
specified in the Public Health Law shall be given access to AIDS-related information regarding
individuals employed by or attending school in the BOCES. 

This policy and regulation shall be reviewed periodically and revised as necessary to reflect
new medical information regarding AIDS and HIV infections.
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