
3020
Notification of Sex Offenders

BOCES acknowledges the efforts of local law enforcement to notify the district when a person with
a history of sex offenses against a child is being paroled or released into the community, in accordance with
the provisions of the Sex Offender Registration Act (SORA). The purpose of this notification is to protect
members of the community, particularly children, by notifying parents, other person(s) legally responsible for
the child and staff of the presence of individuals in their midst who may present a danger. Consistent with its
duty to protect students under its care, the BOCES shall cooperate with local law enforcement agencies in
this endeavor. 

     SORA is a three tiered notification system, which distributes information based on risk.  “Level one”
sex offenders have a low risk for repeat offense.  The police may not release any information regarding “level
one” offenders.  “Level two” sex offenders have a moderate risk for repeat offense.  Finally, “level three”
sexual offenders have a high risk for repeat offense and are considered a threat to the public safety.     

Any information regarding “level two” or “level three” sex offenders, provided by local law
enforcement officials pursuant to SORA, shall be posted in an appropriate location in all school buildings.
Further, the District Superintendent shall ensure the dissemination of any such information to all staff who
might come into contact with the offender in the course of doing their jobs, including Building Principals,
teachers, teacher assistants, teacher aides, staff who issue visitors' passes, bus drivers, custodians and security
personnel.  The administration may also identify and inform all groups which regularly use BOCES facilities
and who have children in attendance. BOCES shall also inform parents, in writing on form 3020-E, when it
becomes aware of any “level two” or “level three” sex offenders from local enforcement authorities when it
deems the information appropriate for release on a case by case basis.  In addition, BOCES shall send a letter
notifying parents, every subsequent school year, that a  “level two” or “level three” sex offender still resides
in the area, if it is known by BOCES.  However, addresses of sex offenders may only be provided if they are
classified as “level three” sex offenders.

BOCES shall request all local enforcement agencies that have jurisdiction for areas surrounding the
Jefferson Technical Center, Howard G. Sackett Technical Center and the classes at City Center in
Watertown, to provide SORA information to the BOCES.  BOCES shall further request, from local
enforcement agencies, information relative to any offender’s conditions for parole.  If local enforcement
agencies inform the BOCES of the name and address of a “level three” sex offender, the BOCES shall send
a certified letter to the offender notifying him/her that unauthorized entry onto school grounds will
immediately be reported to police.    
 

BOCES’ administrators shall refer all inquiries for further specifics to the local law enforcement
agencies.  Requests for information distributed by BOCES’ administrators, obtained from sources other than
law enforcement agencies, will be subject to release, pursuant to a formal Freedom of Information Law
(FOIL) request.  (See Policy 2100)  Information obtained from law enforcement agencies is not subject to
FOIL requests.  
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BOCES may also consider providing classroom instruction on safety techniques in addition to the
instruction mandated on avoidance of child sexual abuse.

Legal ref: 8 NYCRR §100.2(j)(1)(i)
Correction Law, Article 6-C (Sexual Offender Registration Act)
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