
MINUTES
Maynard School Committee Meeting

Thursday, March 4, 2021, 7:00 pm
Remote Meeting

Pursuant to Gov. Baker's Executive Order dated March 12, 2020, suspending certain provisions of the Open
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20, the School Committee has modified meeting procedures to ensure the safety of
all participants.  The public was not allowed to physically access this School Committee meeting.  This meeting
was held virtually (internet) using Zoom Technology. All members of the public were invited to join the meeting
virtually online or by phone.  In addition, a recording of the meeting is posted on the WAVM YouTube page under
Maynard School Committee Meetings. (https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists)

Meeting Called to Order at 7:09 pm.  An attendance roll call was taken.
Mary Brannelly - Present
Jessica Clark - Present
Natasha Rivera - Present
Lydia Clancy - Present
Bethlyn Houlihan - Present

Also present were Brian Haas, Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant Superintendent;
Wayne White, Business Manager; Jeff Ferranti, Director of Student Services; Colleen Andrade,
Administrative Assistant.

Anticipated speakers:  Chris Faro, Freshpicks VP of Business Development, Heather Shastany
Freshpicks, MPS Food Service Director, Kyle Monahan, Student Rep; Brian Bealieu, AD

Approval of Minutes
Ms. Clancy asked the School Committee to approve without objection the minutes of 1/21/21
with grammatical/spelling edits as indicated.  There were no objections.
Minutes for 1/21/21 approved.

Acceptance of Warrants
Ms. Clancy asked that the School Committee to accept without objection, warrant #’s 21-040,
-041, -042, -043, -044, -045, -046.  There were no objections.
Warrants  21-040, -041, -042, -043, -044, -045, -046 accepted.

Urgent Business (within last 48 hours, if required) - none

Student Representative’s Report from Kyle Monahan
New schedule began today for in person learning. Basketball just finished, boys team won the
league title.  Student Council holding 110 grill fundraising and march madness activities,
events will be recorded and shown last period on a date in March.
Ms Cairns biology class doing a March Mammal Madness, details on class twitter/instagram.

https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists


Ms. Labelle and senior Mikayla Carey, creating a book to write reflections on pandemic, will be
kept in the library and launched on 1 year anniversary. It has been tough for students but MHS
is handling it really well, working hard to get everyone back safely. When asked if there was
anything the School Committee could do, he said to ask how kids were doing and how they
were feeling.  Not everyone felt their voice was heard.

Citizens’ Comments - Ms. Clancy read the comments which were emailed.

Superintendent’s Report
Time was added to the school day beginning today.
Parent zoom last night, talked about what the Commissioner is asking.  Hoping to hear a
decision on time on learning Friday.  Only in-person time would be counted.  Waiting for
guidance from DESE to see what full day will mean, and how many days.  Distancing in school
would be in the 3-6’ range, mask wearing and cleaning will continue.
Educators are eligible for vaccines starting 3/11.
Mr. Haas read a statement from both the Boys and Girls coaches.
The IT Director started participation in a state cybersecurity program for staff.
Snow day protocol, hoping no more snow days, but can have traditional snow day or remote
learning.  It will be storm/weather dependent.
MSBA - passed thru first phase of feasibility, next working on request for service for OPM
(owner's project manager).  Need to finish by 4/28 to get on the 7/12 board meeting agenda.

It was suggested that when students start coming back to the buildings to find out if keeping
the windows open will help with ventilation.  Also, to remind families to dress appropriately if
that was going to happen.

A question about amending April vacation was asked. Mr. Haas said no other Superintendent
had brought that up as a possibility.

Chair’s Report
Select Board meeting update
Town budget review, SB, Fincom, SC - took place 2/13. Town recommends almost 400,000
less than schools request.  Had productive discussion at last Select Board meeting. They have
a better understanding of schools challenges.  Stressed that if we are not able to provide
certain things it’s because of the budget.  Have to get a better understanding of what the
community wants so we can focus funds in that direction. Next Select Board meeting on 16th.
Next School Committee meeting will have discussion about aligning all parks and fields rules
and regulations across Maynard, as well as update on the solar array project.  There is a
discrepancy of ownership of Crowe Park and there needs to be a conversation between the
District and the Town to determine whose responsibility it is to oversee and manage it.
Town benefits costs are 2.3% less than expected but this will not change the budget.



Sesquicentennial Celebrations
They will come to us next meeting and discuss ways that students can be involved.

Ms. Clancy acknowledged the loss of Ashley Wilson, MPS graduate, employee, and parent.

Other Business
Fall 2 Sports update from Brian Bealieu, Athletic Director
Football, not possible to stay socially distant. Will continue Co-op with AMSA.  If students go
back to school, football players will stay remote instead of mixing with their school.
Need separate varsity and JV teams, no students allowed to float between.
Looking to use Concords turf football field, would cause too much damage if using Alumni
Field during the spring.  Will also have an indoor practice 1x week at a facility that AMSA uses.
2 spectators per athlete will be allowed at games only, no practices, will need to sign up and
will be strictly enforced.

Ms. Rivera asked for the costs associated with using Concord’s fields.

SC Approve 2021-2022 School Calendar
Ms. Brannelly made a motion to approve the revised 2021-2022 School year calendar.
Ms. Clark 2nd the motion.

Mr. Haas noted that 3 PD days prior to the start of school was appropriate this year due to the
new student information system that staff will need to have training on.  Made more sense to
have students start after Labor day instead of having only 1 day of school before the weekend.
Mr. Haas said they were considering adding a back page with additional calendar/school info.

Roll Call Vote:
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Jessica Clark - Yae
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Lydia Clancy - Yae

Motion passed 5-0

FreshPicks Presentation -  Christopher Faro, VP Business Development, Freshpicks;
Heather Shastany, Freshicks Food Service Manager for MPS
Chris Carmo presented their presentation.
There was discussion about later lunches running out of food offerings and students opting for
ice cream instead of meals.  Popular food was running out, the Cafe adjusted their production
numbers.  Parents were able to place restrictions on student accounts for snacks, they will
work on getting that information out to parents on a more regular basis.  New Nutrition website
will be coming next year.



There was no cap on sugar, it was not regulated by USDA.  But calories were monitored.
Snacks were regulated for sugar under a different set of criteria.  Cake served was a whole
grain based product, similar  items offered to encourage participation.
Students were never denied the main meal if owed money.
Food allergies were identified in the software used by cafe staff.  Everything served was nut
free.  Dietitians would work with families with more severe allergies.  Mr. Faro noted that Ms.
Shastany was a dietitian.  She also reached out to nurses about allergies. Gluten free bread
was available.  Offered meal alternatives for vegetarians such as cheese, yogurt, beans but
not as popular.  Tried veggie burgers.
When asked about the styrofoam trays, it was noted that the layout of kitchens were not set up
for reusable trays.

Ms. Clancy noted she had witnessed lots of food being thrown out, directive was that every
student must have fruit, etc. and if they didn’t want it it was thrown out.  Mr. Faro said there
was a possibility of having a sharing table so food didn’t have to be thrown out.

Policies for Review
Ms. Clancy suggested tabling JLC- Student Health Services and Requirements due to time of
the night.

IKF/#631 - Graduation Requirements
Math requirement was changed from 3 year to 4 year, with the addition of a waiver available by
principal to students who qualified.  Also added 2 years of a foriegn language.  Added Civics to
align with the new program.  Students who are in jeopardy of not graduating will receive notice
so they can correct that before it was too late.

There was discussion why fine arts was stated in the Mass Core but not in the policy.  It was
recommended to approve the policy, then have the subcommittee go back and find out about
fine arts and amend if needed.

Ms. Brannelly made a motion to approve policy IKF/#631 - Graduation Requirements,
Ms. Houlihan 2nd the motion.

Ms. Haas will give an update at the next meeting about fine arts.

Roll Call Vote:
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Jessica Clark - Yae
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Lydia Clancy - Yae

Motion passed 5-0



JRA/#615 - Student Records
Ms. Houlihan made a motion to approve policy JRA/#615 - Student Records,
Ms. Rivera 2nd the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Jessica Clark - Yae
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Lydia Clancy - Yae

Motion passed 5-0

Subcommittee Reports & Members’ Comments
Ms. Brannelly attended the community zoom meeting last night about going back to school.
Basketball team hung banners of seniors at Alumni Field.

Ms. Clark noted that Freshpicks was up for renewal this year.
Mr. White explained that DESE allowed a waiver to extend contracts for 1 year due to the
pandemic which he had recommended.  They would go out to bid for food service next year.

Ms. Houlihan said they had a Communication Subcommittee meeting.  Will be reviewing the
communication plan as well as the action steps towards the goals.  Will look at policies to see
where communication implementation needs may be. Will also figure out the best way to
communicate among the various boards and community.
Noted concerns around the sports fees, and thought it should be looked at for next year.
Fowler online assessment occurred today to see how we can meet their needs.
Would be sharing several articles with the School Committee about family mental health needs
as well as reopening schools.

Ms. Rivera noted that FinCom, SC Budget Subcom and Town Budget Subcom meetings were
next week.  Last week had a SEPAC Collaboration Meeting, discussed staffing changes with
paraprofessionals.  Noted that communications should be built in when making staffing
changes.  Concerns about supports in place for bringing students back in full time.
Talked last week about funds for GM bathrooms, it was believed that the $40,000 stated
should be enough for any renovations needed between the bathrooms.

Ms. Clancy stated that the School Committee would now be moving into Executive
Session under MGL; CH30A; § 21(a)(3) to discuss strategy with respect to collective
bargaining with the MEA (Teachers Union) since the chair declared that an open meeting
would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining of the public body.



The School Committee would not return to open session.

Roll Call Vote to move into EX ses:
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Jessica Clark - Yae
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Lydia Clancy - Yae

Motion passed 5-0

Moved into executive session at 9:27

Respectfully Submitted
Colleen Andrade
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools
Approved 4/1/21



Public Comments received via email for 3/4/21 SC meeting:

Chelsey Brennan
1 Reeves Road

I would like to express my desire to bring children back into the building 5 days a week even if the
DESE vote tomorrow doesn't require it. There are numerous studies showing there is virtually no
difference between 3' and 6' spacing when other safety protocols are implemented, almost no
transmission in schools throughout the state, teachers are now eligible for the vaccine and we are
fortunate to have low community numbers overall. We cannot stand by and allow the towns around us
to send their kids back while we do not. It is in the best interest of the students to return to in-person
learning from an educational perspective but also, and maybe more importantly at this point, from a
social and emotional perspective. The benefits of in-person instruction outweigh the risks and we need
to make a full return to school a priority for our school community.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hello, I am Lisa MacPhee, 17 Durant Ave.

I am happy to see some attention focused on the food program in Maynard Public Schools at this
meeting tonight. I am writing to express my concerns about the quality of the food and would like to
urge the school committee and the administrative to take a closer look and find ways to improve
the program. I have spoken to a handful of staff at Green Meadow and dozens of parents who
share my concerns, many of whom have stopped participating in the school lunch program this
year due to feeling that the quality of it is very poor.  My own concerns started just over a year ago,
prior to Covid, when I learned that my son was often having donuts and sugary foods for breakfast.
In addition, I had learned that there were numerous unhealthy snacks at lunchtime. The breakfast
continues to consist of highly processed packaged foods. I understand that the food chosen falls
within the FDA guidelines. However, I think Maynard can and should follow a higher standard, like
many of our surrounding communities. While many of the families can easily opt out, some families
are getting their main source of nutrition through this program, and for them, I think we can do
better. I brought this issue to the school committee just over a year ago and since then have joined
the Wellness Committee, with the intention of improving this program for our schools.

I would like the school to be transparent with parents on what foods, especially breakfast and
snacks that are being offered to our children, especially after we return to in-person lunch. We
should be permitted a complete list of offerings with ingredients and nutritional values. In addition, I
would like to see a lot of the packaged breakfast foods replaced with healthier options. I know that
there is a lot of support from parents for these types of improvements and am committed to this
issue. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Kindly,

Lisa MacPhee, 17 Durant Ave.


